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Refugees from Ukraine receive a living allowance for food, clothing and other personal 
expenses, unless these things are donated to them. Refugees who live with a host 
family also receive an extra allowance. 

Because the cost of living has recently increased, the living allowance amounts have 
been adjusted in line with inflation. The new amounts are based on the minimum cost 
of living calculated by the National Institute for Family Finance Information (Nationaal 
Instituut voor Budgetvoorlichting, Nibud). Below you can read how much living 
allowance refugees from Ukraine have been receiving since 1 January 2025. 

Money for food and drink
The amount for food depends on the size of the family. The more people in a family, the 
lower the amount per person will be. NB: If a refugee is living in a municipal reception 
centre, the municipality can opt to provide meals. In that case the refugee will not receive 
any money for food and drink.
•	 If a family is made up of 1 or 2 people, the family receives € 252.18 for each adult 

(or single underage person) and € 210.05 per underage person per month. 
•	 If a family is made up of 3 people, the family receives € 214.29 per adult and € 178.53 

per underage person per month. 
•	 If a family is made up of 4 people or more, the family receives € 189.13 per adult and 

€ 157.61 per underage person per month.



Money for clothing and personal expenses
The amount for clothing and personal expenses is € 62.66 per person per month. 

Extra allowance for refugees living with a host family
If a refugee is living with a host family, the refugee will receive an extra allowance for 
living costs of € 77.16 per person per month. Refugees who are staying in their own 
accommodation are not entitled to this contribution. For example, in a rented or 
purchased home by themselves or a family member. 

Working and the living allowance
If someone aged eighteen or older starts working, the living allowance of his or her entire 
family will be discontinued. The same occurs if someone aged 18 or older starts receiving 
a benefit from the Dutch government, for example unemployment benefit or an 
incapacity benefit. Working still generates more income: Anyone who works 3 days a 
week for minimum wage, will already be earning more than the living allowance.

NB: Young people aged 18 and over who live with their parents are regarded as a separate 
family. Consequently, if they start working, their parents and any underage brothers and 
sisters will continue to receive the living allowance.

Age of refugee and size of the family
Clothing 
money

Food 
money 

Extra 
allowance

All ages, individual refugee without family € 62.66 € 252.18 € 77.16

Refugee is 18 or older, family is made up of 2 people € 62.66 € 252.18 € 77.16

Refugee is 18 or older, family is made up of 3 people € 62.66 € 214.29 € 77.16

Refugee is 18 or older, family is made up of 
4 or more people

€ 62.66 € 189.13 € 77.16

Refugee is younger than 18, family is made up of 
2 people 

€ 62.66 € 210,05 € 77.16

Refugee is younger than 18, family is made up of 
3 people

€ 62.66 € 178.53 € 77.16

Refugee is younger than 18, family is made up of 
4 or more people

€ 62.66 € 157.61 € 77.16


