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> Retouradres Postbus 20301 2500 EH  Den Haag    

In the night of 7 to 8 November 2024, violent – antisemitic – incidents took place at 
various locations in Amsterdam, targeting Israeli football supporters. The 
government is appalled by the events of last night. It is horrifying that this has 
happened in the Netherlands in 2024. Such things cannot and must not be allowed 
to happen. The violence comes in addition to several other incidents aimed at the 
Jewish community in the Netherlands and has had a deep impact on the Jewish 
community. I am writing, in conjunction with the Prime Minister and the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, to inform the House further regarding the events of last night, and 
to fulfil the House’s request for an explanation regarding the events, by giving an 
overview of the events based on the information currently available to me. That 
overview may still change, as I will for instance be having an investigation 
conducted into possible reports about warnings from Israel. 
 
Last night, violent incidents took place at various locations. At several locations in 
the city, Israeli supporters were set upon, assaulted and pelted with fireworks. The 
Amsterdam police deployed more than 800 officers, with assistance from other 
parts of the country. Riot police had to intervene several times to protect Israeli 
supporters and escort them to their hotels. The police have indicated that several 
people were injured, five of whom were treated in hospital. They have since left 
hospital. Twenty to thirty Israeli supporters with light injuries were provided with 
assistance. There are no longer any persons missing: all persons with whom no 
contact could be made initially are now accounted for. Today the Amsterdam 
‘tripartite consultation’ (consisting of the mayor, the Public Prosecution Service and 
the police) gave a press conference to discuss what happened. 
 
The tripartite consultation took a large number of measures in order to maintain 
public order and safety on the evening in question.  
 
In the recent terrorist threat assessment for the Netherlands (June 2024), the 
National Coordinator for Counterterrorism and Security (NCTV) pointed out that it 
was conceivable that tensions arising from the Gaza war could lead to violence, 
including terrorist attacks, against Jewish or Muslim institutions or individuals in the 
Netherlands. Since December 2023, the general threat level in the Netherlands has 
been ‘substantial’ (level 4 of 5), which means that there is a realistic possibility that 
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a terrorist attack will take place. Within the scope of the NCTV’s role in terms of 
surveillance and protection tasks, a specific assessment was made of the threat 
concerning the presence of various individuals who are in the central government 
domain in that respect at the Kristallnacht commemoration in Amsterdam, which 
took place on the same evening at the football match. The response received to a 
request for information made to the intelligence and security services and the 
police did not point to any concrete threat to the commemoration or to those 
attending. The NCTV endorsed the measures taken by the local competent authority 
to ensure the commemoration proceeded smoothly. That does not detract from the 
measures that the local competent authority can take in the context of its 
responsibility for public order. The local competent authority was asked to focus 
attention on the conceivability of the simultaneous football match having 
implications for the Kristallnacht commemoration. 
 
During the press conference the Public Prosecution Service reported that there had 
been 62 arrests, for offences that included violent disorder in a public place, 
criminal damage and public order disturbances. Six suspects currently remain in 
custody. The Public Prosecution Service has said that where possible it wants to use 
fast-track proceedings. The absolute priority right now is to identify and arrest any 
other suspects as quickly as possible. A special team has been put together for this 
purpose and this will be its primary focus. The question of whether suspects may 
have been operating as an organisation and whether there were antisemitic motives 
is also under investigation. I consider it important in this connection to point out 
that it is paramount that anyone who is in possession of information or images 
shares them with the police.  
 
The tripartite consultation has also announced that it is instituting an independent 
investigation into the events of recent days, and the preparations by and actions of 
the authorities. It is important that we learn how this horrific night was able to 
happen and that we prevent anything like it from ever occurring in the Netherlands 
again.  
 
Together with Amsterdam and in coordination with the Israeli authorities, the 
government is doing everything it can to make it possible for supporters who want 
to fly back to Israel to do so safely. During the press conference of the Amsterdam 
tripartite consultation it was mentioned that a considerable proportion of 
supporters had flown back this morning. The mayor explained that as of this 
afternoon an emergency bye-law will apply in Amsterdam and Amstelveen, 
designating the entire city as a security risk area, and that there will be a ban on 
demonstrations this weekend. Face coverings will also be banned, as will the 
carrying of objects that may be used to commit public order disturbances.  
 
The government is maintaining close contact with the Israeli government; on Friday 
morning the Prime Minister called Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs called Israeli foreign minister Gideon Saar. On Friday 
afternoon I met foreign minister Saar and the Speaker of Israel’s parliament at 
Schiphol airport. The message from the government is clear: the events that 
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occurred in Amsterdam were shocking, violence – including antisemitic violence – is 
unacceptable and the Netherlands is providing assistance to victims and doing 
everything possible to identify and prosecute the perpetrators.  
 
The events that took place in Amsterdam illustrate once more the need to step up 
efforts to tackle antisemitism in the Netherlands. Antisemitism is a great evil. All too 
often our country is confronted with new incidents and new manifestations of it. 
What happened yesterday in Amsterdam was reprehensible and alarming. People 
being attacked or threatened for their origin, religion and for being Jewish – and 
everything points to this having played a role – is something that the government 
will never accept. Combating antisemitism has the full attention of the government 
and the Dutch authorities across the board.  
 
Yesterday’s events had a deep impact on the Jewish community, but not only on 
them. They had an impact on all of us. An impact on our country, the rule of law in 
our country, and who we are. Before the parliamentary deliberations on the 
Ministry of Justice and Security budget, I will submit to the House the government-
wide strategy for tackling antisemitism. It will include the announcement of 
additional measures, for instance in relation to the prevention of antisemitism, 
follow-up to antisemitic incidents and aftercare for victims.  
 
There is no place for these violent incidents and for antisemitism in the 
Netherlands. And in the Netherlands we will deploy all possible means to stop this 
violence and identify and prosecute the perpetrators. 
 
 


