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Introduction

This is a translation of the original general country of origin information report on
Afghanistan in Dutch, which describes the situation in Afghanistan insofar as it is
relevant for the assessment of asylum applications by persons originating from
Afghanistan and for decisions related to the return of rejected Afghan asylum-
seekers. It is an update of the general country of origin information report for
Afghanistan of November 2020.

Before and after the takeover by the Taliban

The original country of origin report in Dutch describes both the situation before and
after the takeover of power by the Taliban. It is based on two sets of Terms of
Reference (ToR) drawn up by the Ministry of Justice and Security. The first ToR was
drawn up on 31 May 2021 and covered the period from November 2020 to the
original publication date of the country of origin report, which was planned for 31
October 2021. Due to the developments in Afghanistan in the summer of 2021, it
was decided to postpone the report’s publication to take account of these
developments. To facilitate this, a second ToR of 2 November 2021 was drawn up
with questions relating to the period from the seizure of power to the report’s
publication date. The first and second ToR, together with the country of origin
report, are available on the website of the Dutch Government.

This English translation is an abbreviated version of the original Dutch report. As the
focus lies on the period after the takeover of power by the Taliban on 15 August
2015, mainly the parts relevant for this period have been translated. Within the
report it is stated which parts have not been translated, and a reference has been
made to the Dutch text.

The report is a factual, neutral and objective representation of the findings for the
period under consideration and does not offer any policy recommendations. It was
created on the basis of public and confidential sources, using carefully selected,
analysed and verified information from a number of sources. This includes non-
governmental organisations, specialist literature, media reporting and (where
applicable) relevant governmental agencies. Unless stated otherwise or when the
facts are generally undisputed, the content in this report is based on multiple
sources. The public sources that were consulted are listed in the appendices.

Confidential information originating from the diplomatic mission(s) of the
Netherlands in Afghanistan was also used. These have been active from The Hague,
Doha, Islamabad and elsewhere since the Taliban took power in August 2021. Use
was also made of information from confidential conversations and correspondence
with other relevant actors. However, it has become more difficult to verify reports,
partly due to the closure of the Dutch embassy in Kabul and because of inadequate
information networks as a result of the transfer and departure or closure of other
organisations in Afghanistan. To gain a better understanding of the situation in
Afghanistan after the Taliban takeover, an official mission was undertaken to
Islamabad from 30 November to 10 December 2021 to speak with confidential
sources there. The information obtained on a confidential basis has chiefly been
used to support and supplement the content based on publicly available information.
The confidential sources are marked ‘confidential source’ in the footnotes and dated.

The structure of the original report in Dutch is as follows:
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Chapter One deals with relevant political developments and the security situation in
Afghanistan up to 31 August 2021, which marked the end of the evacuation of
foreign citizens and vulnerable Afghans from Afghanistan following the Taliban
takeover. This chapter is based on the first ToR and describes the unsuccessful
peace negotiations between the Afghan government and the Taliban, the decision to
withdraw international troops, and the fall of the Afghan government in August 2021
after the Taliban’s lightning offensive. The second part of the chapter provides an
overview of the security situation in Afghanistan between November 2020 and
August 2021.! This chapter has not been translated into English and therefore is not
included here. For the political and security situation until 31 August 2021, please
see the Dutch report, pages 9-37.

Chapter Two deals with the political and security situation in Afghanistan since 1
September 2021 and is therefore based on the second ToR. It examines the new
interim government of the Taliban, internal relations within the Taliban and relations
between the Taliban and third parties. It describes the security situation in general
and in specific parts of Afghanistan and it considers the security apparatus under the
de facto Taliban government.

Chapter Three contains information about identity documents. The information given
about the procedures for obtaining documents in this chapter relates to the state of
affairs before the Taliban took power. The chapter also discusses the closure and
opening of document-providing agencies since the Taliban took power.

Chapter Four provides an overview of the human rights situation in Afghanistan
before and after the Taliban takeover, based on questions in the first and second
ToRs. In the paragraphs concerning the situation after 15 August 2021, the time
indication is underlined for the sake of clarity.

Chapter Five describes the issue of Afghan displaced persons and refugees. Chapter
Six describes issues that may arise when Afghans return to their country of origin.
Both chapters contain information about the situation before and after the Taliban
takeover, where available. This chapter, too, contains underlined time indications
relating to the situation after the Taliban takeover.

1 The appendix (Chapter Eight) contains a detailed overview of developments in the security situation in each

province before the fall of Kabul.
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Political and security situation: Part I

For the political and security situation until 31 August 2021, please see the Dutch
report, pages 9-37.
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2.1

2.1.1

Political and security situation: Part II (since 1 September
2021)

This chapter examines political developments and developments in the security
situation in Afghanistan from 1 September 2021 until the end of the reporting
period. It discusses the shape of the new Taliban administration, focusing on the
composition of the new de facto interim government,? relations within the Taliban
and the Taliban’s relations with external actors. The second part of this chapter
looks at key security developments in Afghanistan, including the fall of Panjshir and
the re-emergence of the Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISKP).

Political developments

In early September, the Taliban took control of Panjshir, the last Afghan province
not yet under Taliban control. Shortly afterwards, the Taliban announced the new -
and according to the Taliban, temporary — government of Afghanistan. The
composition of this de facto government suggested that more hardline elements
within the Taliban had gained the upper hand.3 Rumours continued to circulate
about tensions within the national leadership and between the national leadership
and local Taliban commanders, but there is no concrete evidence of rifts within the
organisation.

‘The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’

On 1 September 2021 the Taliban announced that Haibatullah Akhundzada, leader
of the Taliban (amir-ul-momenin, Commander of the Faithful), would become the
head of ‘The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’.# An emirate is a form of state within
the Islamic world in which a territory is headed by an emir/amir. This is a non-
democratically appointed leader, who can be a monarch, general or religious
leader.® In line with this philosophy, the Taliban abolished the Independent Election
Commission in December 2021, pointing to a lack of need for such a body.®

The Taliban’s vision of the social structure for Afghanistan is - in their own words -
of an independent Afghan state that is governed according to the principles of
Islamic law, the sharia. Akhundzada indicated that the Taliban would adhere to
principles from international law and international treaties insofar as they do not
conflict with Islamic law.” According to external experts, the Taliban’s vision of
society is basically determined by principles from neo-Deobandism, an anti-colonial
Islamist movement from India that advocates a return to the ‘pure Islam’ of the

2 References in this country of origin report to the new Taliban government or to members of this government
mean the de facto government and the de facto members of government.

3 BBC, Hardliners get key posts in new Taliban government, 7 September 2021; Counter Extremism Project,
Taliban Government Dominated By Officials On U.N. Security Council Sanctions List, 15 September 2021.

4 ANI (Asian News International), Taliban supreme leader Haibatullah Akhunzada to lead Afghanistan govt, 1
September 2021; The Diplomat, What Role Will the Taliban’s ‘Supreme Leader’ Play in the New Government?, 10
September 2021.

5 World Atlas, What Is An Emirate?, undated, last accessed 5 January 2021.

¢ RFE/RL, Taliban Dissolves Afghanistan's Election Commission, Saying 'There Is No Need', 25 December 2021.

7 RFE/RL, Leader Of Taliban's New Afghan Regime Says Shari'a Law Will Govern All Aspects Of Life, 7 September
2021.
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seventh century,® and by prescriptions from the pashtunwali, the Pashtuns’ tribal
code of honour.?

The interim government

On 7 September 2021, the Taliban spokesman announced on Akhundzada’s behalf a
new de facto interim government led by de facto interim Prime Minister Mohammad
Hasan Akhund. No mention was made of what the term of the interim government
would be.!° The full cabinet was formed during three rounds of appointments on 7
September, 21 September and 4 October 2021. The de facto government does not
include any women and is predominantly made up of Pashtuns. The Taliban did not
appoint any representatives of the old political guard and/or of the resistance to the
Taliban in the new de facto government.!! The key positions in the de facto
government were announced during the first round of appointments. They mainly
went to ‘dogmatic’ (hardliner) Taliban supporters, who usually have a background as
Islamic clerics (mullah).?2 Several of these individuals — or their fathers - held
similar positions during the previous Taliban regime, and/or are on the UN sanctions
list, which is a list of individuals whom the United Nations considers to pose a threat
to security.13 In the later rounds of appointments - in which minor positions were
allocated - more individuals from different ethnic backgrounds and ‘technocrats’
without strong ties to the Taliban were added to the de facto government.4 In
August and September 2021, the Taliban negotiated with individuals who had links
with or used to be part of previous Afghan governments (in particular former
President Hameed Karzai and the leader of the High Council for National
Reconciliation, Dr Abdullah Abdullah) and the resistance in Panjshir. No one from the
‘old political class’ was given a role in the de facto government. Political parties with
a more historical and ideological affinity with the Taliban, such as Hezb-e Islami,
were also left out of the appointments to the new de facto government. 1>

The role of the Rahbari Shura

With regard to the de facto government'’s influence on the country’s governance,
sources such as the Afghan Analysts Network (AAN) argued that the Taliban’s pre-
existing leadership council, the Rahbari Shura, remains an important - if not the
most important — decision-making body of the Taliban.!® There is a certain degree of
overlap between the new de facto cabinet and this council. The new de facto Interior
Minister Sirajuddin Haggani and the new de facto Defence Minister Muhammad
Yaqoob are Akhundzada’s deputies in the Rahbari Shura. The new de facto Prime

8  This is an originally Indian Sunni Islamic movement, which agitated against British colonisation and called for a
return to the ‘pure Islam’ of the seventh century. This ideology spread through madrassas to Pakistan, where it
was supplemented through Saudi Arabian influence with elements of Wahhabism and evolved into the neo-
Deobandist school in which most Afghan Taliban fighters are instructed. Both Deobandism and Wahhabism are
seen as puritan interpretations of Islam. NPR, The Taliban's Ideology Has Surprising Roots In British-Ruled India,
8 September 2021.

° NOS, Arabist: Taliban noemen het sharia, maar het gaat over macht, 22 August 2021; RFE/RL, Taliban 'Tribal
Version': Shari'a Is Not The Same Everywhere, 2 October 2021.

10 AAN, The Taleban’s Caretaker Cabinet and other Senior Appointments, 7 October 2021; Financial Times, Taliban
announces government as it faces growing crises and isolation, 7 September 2021.

1 ICG, Afghanistan’s Taliban Expand Their Interim Government, 28 September 2021.

2. AAN, The Taleban’s Caretaker Cabinet and other Senior Appointments, 7 October 2021; BBC, Hardliners get key
posts in new Taliban government, 7 September 2021.

13 Counter Extremism Project, Taliban Government Dominated By Officials On U.N. Security Council Sanctions List,

15 September 2021.

ICG, Afghanistan’s Taliban Expand Their Interim Government, 28 September 2021.

15 Giustozzi, A. Behind the Scenes of the Taliban’s Internal Power Struggle, World Politics Review, 23 September
2021; International Crisis Group, Who Will Run the Taliban Government?, 9 September 2021.

16 AAN, The Focus of the Taleban’s New Government: Internal cohesion, external dominance, 12 September 2021;
TRT World, How the Taliban governs itself, 27 September 2021; The Diplomat, What Role Will the Taliban’s
‘Supreme Leader’ Play in the New Government?, 10 September 2021; Fikra Forum, Navigating Influence in
Afghanistan: the Cases of Qatar and Pakistan, 26 October 2021.
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Minister, Muhammad Akhund, and the new Deputy Prime Minister, Abdul Ghani
Baradar, are also members of the Rahbari Shura.!”

Key positions in the de facto government
The following paragraphs provide background information on Akhundzada and key
ministers in the interim government.

Position: Supreme Leader/Leader of the Believers
Name: Haibatullah Akhundzada

Akhundzada is an Islamic scholar who in 2016 was appointed head of the Rahbari
Shura and thus supreme leader (amir-ul-momenin) of the Taliban. Akhundzada is a
Pashtun who was born in Kandahar. He was not involved in the formation of the
Taliban and has no military experience, but he is considered a religious authority.
The supreme leader is not part of the cabinet. In principle, however, he has the last
word in political, religious and military decisions.!8 It is not clear whether
Akhundzada actually exercises this degree of power within the Taliban. Unlike other
senior Taliban leaders, he is not on the UN sanctions list, nor is he wanted by the
US.lg

Position: Prime Minister
Name: Mohammad Hasan Akhund

Akhund is an Islamic cleric (mullah), who is Pashtun and comes from Kandahar.
Together with Mullah Omar, he was one of the founders of the Taliban. In the early
years of the Taliban, Akhund mainly provided religious guidance to the group,
encouraging violations of the rights of ethnic and religious minorities and advocating
far-reaching restrictions on women’s freedom of movement. Like Akhundzada,
Akhund is not an influential military figure.2% Akhund is on the United Nations
sanctions list for his leadership role within the Taliban over the years.?!

Position: Deputy Prime Minister
Name: Abdul Ghani Baradar

Baradar is a Pashtun who was born in the province of Uruzgan but grew up in
Kandahar.?? He was also part of the group that founded the Taliban. He fled with the
rest of the Taliban leadership to Pakistan in 2001 and played a key role in rebuilding
the movement and coordinating the armed resistance.?3 However, he also showed a
willingness to seek diplomatic solutions. As early as 2001, he negotiated the
surrender of the Taliban with President Karzai.?* In 2010, his negotiations with
Karzai over a peace agreement between the Afghan government and the Taliban led
to his capture by the Pakistani authorities.2> In 2018, at the insistence of the US,

17" VOA News, Taliban Close to Formation of Cabinet, Announcement of New Government, 29 August 2021; Al
Jazeera, Profile: Mohammad Hasan Akhund, the head of Taliban government, 7 September 2021.

18 RFE/RL, Leader Of Taliban's New Afghan Regime Says Shari'a Law Will Govern All Aspects Of Life, 7 September
2021.

% The Diplomat, What Role Will the Taliban’s ‘Supreme Leader’ Play in the New Government?, 10 September 2021.

20 AAN, The Focus of the Taleban’s New Government: Internal cohesion, external dominance, 12 September 2021.

21 Reuters, Factbox: Mohammad Hasan Akhund: Veteran Taliban leader becomes acting Afghan PM, 7 September
2021.

22 Al Jazeera, Profile: Mullah Baradar, new deputy leader in Afghan gov't, 7 September 2021.

23 Bloomberg, Quiet Taliban Deal Maker Holds Key Role for Afghan Future, 7 September 2021.

2% The Washington Post, A once-vanquished insurgent returns as Afghanistan’s likely next leader, 17 August 2021.

25 According to experts, the Pakistani authorities opposed these negotiations, believing that if successful, they could
diminish their influence in Afghanistan. Bloomberg, Quiet Taliban Deal Maker Holds Key Role for Afghan Future, 7
September 2021; The Washington Post, A once-vanquished insurgent returns as Afghanistan’s likely next leader,
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Pakistan released Baradar so that he could participate in the Doha negotiations over
the international troop withdrawal. Baradar headed the Taliban’s political office in
Doha.?¢

Position: Minister of the Interior
Name: Sirajuddin Haggani

Sirajuddin Haggani is the son of Jalaluddin Hagqgani, the founder of the Hagqgani
Network. Sirajuddin now heads the Haggani Network.?” Sirajuddin is on the UN
sanctions list and the ‘most wanted’ list of the US.28 As Minister of the Interior,
Sirajuddin is in charge of the police, the secret service and customs.

Position: Minister of Defence
Name: Muhammad Yaqoob

Yaqoob is the 27-year-old son of Mullah Omar, the founder of the Taliban. In recent
years, he was the head of the powerful military commission, which oversaw military
operations in fifteen (southern) provinces.?°

Position: Minister of Foreign Affairs
Name: Amir Khan Muttaqi

Muttaqgi was Minister of Culture and Information and Minister of Education during the
previous Taliban regime. During the armed uprising, he led the important Invitation
and Guidance Commission that sought to persuade personnel of the Afghan National
Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF) to turn their backs on the fighting and the
Afghan government. Muttaqgi was a member of the negotiating team in Qatar.3°

Government at local level

In November 2021, the Taliban appointed 44 individuals as governors and police
chiefs.3! Qari Baryal was appointed governor of Kabul and Wali Jan Hamza as the
chief of police in the capital.32 Governors were initially appointed for the provinces of
Badakhshan, Baghlan, Bamyan, Farah, Faryab, Ghazni, Jawzjan, Kabul, Kunduz,
Logar, Maidan Wardak, Nimroz, Paktia, Paktika, Sar-e Pul, Uruzgan and Zabul.33
Ultimately, the Taliban appointed governors for all 34 provinces. Most of those
appointed were Pashtuns, but there was ‘limited’ representation of other ethnic
groups.3*

Power relations within the Taliban leadership

Important positions in the de facto government are mainly divided between the two
most powerful factions within the movement: the southern ‘*Kandaharis’ and the
south-eastern Hagqanis. During the first round of appointments, sixteen posts went
to Taliban supporters from the south, including twelve posts to Taliban leaders from

17 August 2021. See also: France24, From military commander to the Taliban's top diplomat, Mullah Baradar's
ascent to power, 16 August 2021.

26 AAN, The Focus of the Taleban’s New Government: Internal cohesion, external dominance, 12 September 2021;
Le Monde, Le clan Haqgani, 'ombre d’Al-Qaida sur les talibans, 3 November 2021.

27 Financial Times, Haqqgani network’s clever game culminates with Afghan government roles, 10 September 2021.

28 FBI, Most Wanted: Sirajuddin Haggani, undated, last accessed 12 November 2021; United Nations Security
Council, Sirajuddin Jallaloudine Haqqani, undated, last accessed 12 November 2021.

2% France24, Mullah Omar's son on TV as Taliban polish public image, 27 October 2021.

30 Reuters, Factbox: Who are the key figures in the new Taliban government?, 7 September 2021.

31 Reuters, Taliban appoint members as 44 governors, police chiefs around Afghanistan, 7 November 2021.

32 NDTV, Taliban Members Are Now Governors, Police Chiefs In Afghanistan, 8 November 2021.

33 TOLO News, New governors appointed in 17 provinces, 8 November 2021.

34 United Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, p. 2, 3 February 2022.
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Kandahar. A total of twelve posts went to Taliban supporters from south-eastern
Afghanistan, including five posts for members of the Hagqgani Network. Taliban
leaders from other parts of Afghanistan were left out. The south-western Taliban
heavyweights from Helmand province, in particular, were passed over, despite the
important role they and their men played during the armed insurgency. The two
best-known south-western military leaders, Mullah Abdul Qayyum Zakir and Sadr
Ibrahim, were ‘only’ given posts as deputy ministers in the second round of
appointments. 3> Taliban leaders belonging to ethnic minorities and (Pashtun) Taliban
leaders from northern Afghanistan received only a few generally unimportant
appointments. 36 During the first round of appointments, an ethnic Uzbek was
appointed second deputy prime minister (alongside Baradar).3” Two ethnic Tajiks
were given posts: one as Minister for Economic Affairs and one as Chief of the
Military Staff. During the second round of appointments, a Hazara was appointed as
the Deputy Minister of Public Health. An ethnic Tajik from Panjshir province was
appointed as Minister for Trade.38 On 28 September 2021, the International Crisis
Group (ICG) stated that the cabinet, with a total of 53 individuals, included four
Tajiks, two Uzbeks, one Turkmen, one Hazara, one Nuristani and one Khwaja (a
group with Arabic roots).3°

Relations between the Taliban leadership and the local Taliban fighters

In the first months_after the seizure of power, there was concern among human
rights organisations, the international community and some parts of the Afghan
population about the leadership’s ability to enforce commitments to respect human
rights among discontented fighters. For example, the Taliban leadership promised
an amnesty to all Afghans who had collaborated with the Ghani government or
foreign troops, guaranteed the freedom of the press, and appeared less zealous
about enforcing strict dress codes compared to the last time the Taliban were in
power.40 However, the leadership failed to completely prevent violations of these
commitments. For example, since the Taliban took power, there have been attacks
on journalists as well as violations of the amnesty scheme (see 4.1.1, 4.1.2 and
4.1.5 for more details),*! in defiance of these instructions.42 There have also been
reports of individual Taliban fighters sometimes enforcing actual (or presumed)
religious norms on their own initiative (see 4.1.10 for details).*3

In January 2022, there were reports of altercations between the Taliban leadership
and Taliban supporters from ethnic minority backgrounds (mainly Uzbeks) in the
province of Faryab. Uzbek Taliban supporters demonstrated against the leadership
after the arrest of the Uzbek Taliban commander Makhdoom Alam. According to the
International Crisis Group, the Taliban attempted to ease these tensions by
appointing the ethnic Uzbek Qari Salahuddin Ayubi as head of the Mansoori Corps in

35 Giustozzi, A. Behind the Scenes of the Taliban’s Internal Power Struggle, World Politics Review, 23 September
2021. See also: Reuters, Taliban appoint hardline battlefield commanders to key Afghan posts, 21 September
2021; TRT World, Taliban’s interim government: Is the past, prologue?, 8 September 2021.

36 Confidential source, 30 December 2021; The Wall Street Journal, Taliban Add Minorities, Technocrats to Afghan
Government, but No Women, 21 September 2021.

37 AA (Anadolu Agency), Who's who in Taliban interim government?, 9 September 2021.

38 The Wall Street Journal, Taliban Add Minorities, Technocrats to Afghan Government, but No Women, 21
September 2021.

3% International Crisis Group, Afghanistan’s Taliban Expand Their Interim Government, 28 September 2021.

40 Al Jazeera, Taliban offers amnesty, promises women’s rights and media freedom, 17 August; Deutsche Welle,
The Taliban's broken promise to protect journalists, 27 August 2021.

41 RFE/RL, Taliban Takes Revenge On Former Afghan Security Forces, 12 October 2021; RFE/RL, Watchdog Says
Over 100 Afghan Former Security Force Members Killed Or Disappeared, 30 November 2021.

42 Confidential source, 25 November 2021; Confidential source, 19 November 2021; RFE/RL, Taliban Takes Revenge
On Former Afghan Security Forces, 12 October 2021; RFE/RL, Watchdog Says Over 100 Afghan Former Security
Force Members Killed Or Disappeared, 30 November 2021

43 RFE/RL, Taliban's 'New' Governing Style Includes Beatings For Beard Shaving, 6 October 2021; Confidential
source, 1 December 2021.
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early February 2022 (for more information on ethnic groups/minorities in
Afghanistan, see also 4.1.7).44

Willingness to punish violations by Taliban fighters

Sources said that while the leadership did not actually encourage violence against
civilians, it also seemed disinclined to hold perpetrators of serious human rights
violations accountable. > Initiatives were taken to punish Taliban supporters for
misconduct, but these appeared to focus mainly on disobedience towards the
leadership or criminal behaviour. In public, Taliban leaders have repeatedly
condemned misconduct by Taliban fighters and in some cases promised to
investigate specific cases of human rights violations.4® The Taliban have set up a
‘Purging Commission’ to identify cases of misconduct and expel ‘rogue elements’
within the Taliban.#” The leadership created a military tribunal, describing its
purpose as being to punish Taliban fighters who had committed murder and
torture.*® In November 2021, in response to Human Rights Watch’s investigation
into liquidations of ANDSF forces, the Taliban said it had removed 755 fighters from
its ranks.*? However, according to a confidential source, these fighters were not
specifically charged with liquidations or other forms of violence against civilians. This
source said that these persons were prosecuted on the grounds of disrespecting the
Taliban leadership.>° According to this source, there were cases where Taliban
commanders carried out revenge campaigns against alleged enemies (for more
details see also Chapter 4, especially 4.1.2.3 and 4.1.6), and the leadership knew
what was happening but took no action against them.>! The source did not specify
how many such cases there were. Human Rights Watch also stated that the Taliban
leadership had condoned revenge killings.>2 At the end of November 2021, Human
Rights Watch was not aware of any criminal investigations into revenge killings by
Taliban fighters.>3 On 8 January 2022, the head of the Purging Commission
announced that the Taliban had removed more than 2,500 members.>* According to
the head of the commission, these individuals had been removed because they had
ill-treated civilians, had ties with ISKP or had engaged in illegal activities under the
banner of the Taliban.>> In late January 2022, a confidential source stated that the
Purging Commission had ‘fired’ more than three thousand individuals. >®

4 International Crisis Group, Crisis Watch, February 2022.

45 Confidential source, 19 November 2021; Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

4 Al Jazeera, Afghanistan: Taliban leader warns of infiltrators, 4 November 2021; Hasht e Subh, Taliban Leader

Urges the Group’s Fighters to Respect the General Amnesty, 30 December 2021; TOLO News, Mawlawi

Akhundzada: General Amnesty Must Be Respected, 30 December 2021; NBC, Gunmen Kill 3 after fight about

music playing at wedding party in Afghanistan, 1 November 2021; NDTV, 4 Women, Including Activist, Killed In

Afghanistan: Taliban, 6 November 2021.

Reuters, Taliban to purge 'people of bad character' from ranks, 23 November 2021; Confidential source, 30

December 2021

48 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021; Confidential source, 30 December 2021; Confidential source,
13 December 2021.

4 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021.

50 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

51 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

52 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021.

53 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021.

54 Khaama Press, Over 2,500 Taliban affiliates dissociated over misdemeanor, 8 January 2022.

5 Khaama Press, Over 2,500 Taliban affiliates dissociated over misdemeanor, 8 January 2022.

56 Confidential source, 24 January 2022. See also: TKG, Nearly 3,000 IEA Members Dismissed, 16 January 2022;
AVA, Nearly 3,000 Taliban affiliates dismissed so far: officials, 16 January 2022.
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The Taliban also sought to impose a higher degree of general discipline on Taliban
fighters. In February 2022, for example, it banned fighters from visiting markets
while armed and in combat clothing.>”

Relations between the Taliban and ISKP

Since the Taliban took power, ISKP has presented itself as the most serious enemy
of the Taliban in Afghanistan. ISKP accuses the Taliban of not complying with and
implementing sharia and of collaborating with the West.>8 In early 2022, the UN
Security Council stated that ISKP ‘controls limited territory’ in eastern Afghanistan
and was capable of launching complex attacks in other locations such as Kabul.>°
Since the takeover by the Taliban, ISKP has appeared to step up efforts to recruit
new fighters.®® According to the UN Security Council, the number of ISKP fighters in
Afghanistan rose from about 2,200 to 4,000 individuals in the first months after the
Taliban took power. Half of these individuals were said to be foreign jihadists.5?
Recruitment for the most part took place among disenchanted Taliban fighters. The
Wall Street Journal reported that members of the former ANDSF had also joined
ISKP.%2 The decision to join ISKP was said to be motivated by both ideological and
economic factors. Some new ISKP supporters possibly felt a need to retaliate against
the Taliban, while others were attracted by the salary ISKP pays fighters.®3 It was
also thought that former ANDSF personnel may have joined ISKP to seek protection
against possible reprisals.® However, the Taliban themselves and some experts
questioned the actual appeal of ISKP to the broad population, because of their
profoundly extremist ideology.®>

ISKP has carried out multiple (sometimes complex) attacks on civilian targets and
Taliban fighters since 1 September 2021 (see also 2.2.2).%6 Although there was a
series of attacks on civilian targets in October, Taliban fighters have been the main
focus of ISKP violence since the fall of Kabul.5” On 23 December the Taliban
thwarted an ISKP suicide attack on the passport office in Kabul by eliminating the
assailant in front of the office. This thwarted attack took place on a Thursday, the
weekday set aside for passport applications by Taliban fighters.®® These attacks and
attempted attacks pose a threat to the Taliban, because their dominant position is
largely based on the idea that they are the only actor that can ensure order and

57 Reuters, Afghanistan's Taliban told they can't take their guns to the funfair, 2 February 2022.

58 Statecraft, The Taliban is in a Catch-22 Situation With ISIS-K and the West, 1 December 2021; Confidential
source, 7 December 2021; Confidential source, 6 December 2021.

5% UN Security Council, Letter dated 21 January 2022 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to
resolutions 1267 (1999), 1989 (2011) and 2253 (2015) concerning Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (Da’esh),
Al-Qaida and associated individuals, groups, undertakings and entities addressed to the President of the Security
Council, p. 16, 3 February 2022.

%0 Foreign Policy, Taliban Splintered by Internal Divisions, External Spoilers, 12 November 2021.

61 UN Security Council, Letter dated 21 January 2022 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to
resolutions 1267 (1999), 1989 (2011) and 2253 (2015) concerning Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (Da’esh),
Al-Qaida and associated individuals, groups, undertakings and entities addressed to the President of the Security
Council, p. 16, 3 February 2022.

%2 The Wall Street Journal, Left Behind After U.S. Withdrawal, Some Former Afghan Spies and Soldiers Turn to
Islamic State, 31 October 2021.

63 The Wall Street Journal, Left Behind After U.S. Withdrawal, Some Former Afghan Spies and Soldiers Turn to
Islamic State, 29 October 2021.

64 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

%5 The New York Times, ISIS Poses a Growing Threat to New Taliban Government in Afghanistan, 3 November
2021; The Economist, The Taliban find themselves on the wrong side of an insurgency, 23 October 2021.

%6 Al Jazeera, Taliban takes on ISKP, its most serious foe in Afghanistan, 27 September 2021; Al Jazeera,
Afghanistan: Deadly blasts, gunfire hit Kabul military hospital, 2 November 2021.

%7 The New York Times, ISIS Poses a Growing Threat to New Taliban Government in Afghanistan, 3 November 2021.

% France 24, Suicide bomber shot dead as Taliban fighters gather for passports, 23 December 2021; Reuters,
Suicide bomber killed at Kabul passport office gate, 23 December 2021.
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security for Afghan citizens.®® The Taliban have stepped up efforts to fight ISKP
since October. According to international media, the Taliban killed dozens of ISKP
fighters in October and November 2021. In particular in Jalalabad, the capital of
Nangarhar province, the Taliban are said to have carried out extrajudicial executions
of alleged ISKP fighters. In the suburbs of this city, corpses of murdered men were
found along the road every few days in October 2021, according to the BBC.7? The
local head of the Taliban’s security service denied responsibility for these killings,
but said that many ISKP supporters had been captured. In November 2021, the
Taliban said they had arrested and imprisoned hundreds of ISKP fighters and their
relatives in the preceding weeks.”! The UN Secretary-General stated in February
2022 that he had received at least fifty credible allegations of extrajudicial
executions of alleged ISKP supporters by the Taliban.”?

Relations between the Taliban and al-Qaeda

There is no indication that the relationship between the Taliban and al-Qaeda has
changed compared to the situation before the capture of Kabul.”3 According to the
UN Security Council, there are no signs that the Taliban took any steps in the first
few months after the takeover to restrict the activities of foreign jihadist fighters in
Afghanistan, with the exception of fighters from ISKP. Foreign jihadist groups have
in fact have been given more leeway in Afghanistan since August 2021 than before
the takeover, according to a report drawn up by the ‘Analytical Support and
Sanctions Monitoring Team concerning IS in Irag, Al-Qaida and associated
individuals, groups, undertakings and entities’, and addressed to the UN Security
Council.”* Al-Qaeda congratulated the Taliban on the victory and called on the
Afghan people to obey the new rulers.”> According to FDD’s Long War Journal, a key
al-Qaeda member, Amin al-Haq, who was responsible for coordinating security
operations under Osama Bin Laden, returned from Pakistan to his home in the
Afghan province of Nangarhar on 30 August 2021.76% According to the UN Security
Council, two hundred to four hundred fighters from Al Qaida in the Indian
Subcontinent were active in Afghanistan and present in Ghazni, Helmand, Kandahar,
Nimruz, Paktika and Zabul provinces.”” The report did not provide any insight into
the number of al-Qaeda fighters in Afghanistan.

%  The Economist, The Taliban find themselves on the wrong side of an insurgency, 23 October 2021; The New York

Times, ISIS Poses a Growing Threat to New Taliban Government in Afghanistan, 3 November 2021; Reuters,
Islamic State violence dents Taliban claims of safer Afghanistan, 9 November 2021.
70 BBC, The Taliban’s secretive war against IS, 29 October 2021.
7t The Wall Street Journal, Killings of Islamic State Militants Highlight Power Struggle With Afghanistan’s Taliban, 26
September 2021; VOA News, Afghan Taliban Claim to Have Captured 600 IS Militants 10 November 2021.
United Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, p. 7, 3 February 2022.
73 SIGAR, OPERATION FREEDOM’'S SENTINEL OFS REPORT TO CONGRESS FRONT MATTER OPERATION FREEDOM’'S
SENTINEL LEAD INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT TO THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS - 1 July 2021 - 30
September 2021, p. 42, 3 November 2021.
UN Security Council, Letter dated 21 January 2022 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to
resolutions 1267 (1999), 1989 (2011) and 2253 (2015) concerning Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (Da’esh),
Al-Qaida and associated individuals, groups, undertakings and entities addressed to the President of the Security
Council, p. 15, 3 February 2022.
Counter Extremism Project, Extremist Content Online: Al-Qaeda Congratulates Taliban on Victory, Violent White
Supremacist Accounts Found On Instagram, 7 September 2021.
FDD’s Long War Journal, Osama bin Laden’s security chief triumphantly returns to hometown in Afghanistan, 30
August 2021.
UN Security Council, Letter dated 21 January 2022 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee pursuant to
resolutions 1267 (1999), 1989 (2011) and 2253 (2015) concerning Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (Da’esh),
Al-Qaida and associated individuals, groups, undertakings and entities addressed to the President of the Security
Council, p. 16, 3 February 2022.
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2.1.9

Relations between the Taliban and the international community

As of early March 2022, no country had recognised ‘The Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan’.”8 The Taliban launched a diplomatic offensive aimed at gaining
international recognition in the autumn of 2021. The US, Qatar, Russia, China,
India, Iran, Saudi Arabia and neighbouring countries in Central Asia have also
organised several meetings to determine arrangements for humanitarian
assistance.”® In January 2022, the Norwegian government organised a meeting to
facilitate dialogue between Western diplomats and the Taliban and between
representatives of Afghan civil society and the Taliban.8° Since the Taliban took
power, the US and the international community have imposed various financial
restrictions against the Taliban, including the freezing of foreign reserves of the
Afghan Central Bank. These financial measures came in addition to pre-existing
sanctions targeting leaders within the Taliban. In addition, after August 2021, the
transfer of international development funds was put on hold for several months.
Partly as a result of these developments, the economic and humanitarian situation in
Afghanistan has deteriorated significantly compared to the period before the Taliban
took power (see Chapter 5 for more details).8!

Relations between the Taliban and Pakistan

During the Taliban’s armed insurgency against international forces and the Afghan
government, Pakistan maintained particularly good links with the Haqgani
Network.82 At the time of publication of this country of origin report, Pakistan had
not recognised ‘The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’.83 The change of power in
Afghanistan coincided with an increase in attacks by the Pakistani wing of the
Taliban, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), in Pakistan.8 The takeover by the
Afghan Taliban is thought to have given TTP supporters more freedom of movement
within Afghanistan.® In February 2022, five Pakistani border guards died as a result
of shots fired by TTP from Afghan soil. In response, Pakistan released a statement
saying that it expected the de facto Afghan authorities not to allow such activities
against Pakistan to take place on Afghan territory in future.8 There were also
reports of tension between Pakistan and the Taliban over Pakistani efforts to build a
fence on the Pakistan-Afghanistan border.8” This border, the Durand Line, divides
the Pashtun community on the Afghan and Pakistani sides of the border and has
never been recognised by Afghanistan. There were clashes in December 2021,88
which continued into 2022.8° These included two firefights between Taliban security
forces and Pakistani security forces in Paktia province at the end of January (for
more information on the situation at the border with Pakistan, see 5.1.2).9°

78 TOLO News, Islamic Emirate: Conditions for Intl Recognition Fulfilled, 29 October 2021; Newsweek, Taliban
Seeks U.S. Assent to World Recognition, Even as ISIS Strikes from Within, 16 November 2021; TOLO News,
Recognizing Afghan Govt in World's Interest: Islamic Emirate, 1 January 2021; VOA News, Afghan Taliban's
Quest for International Recognition Stuck in Neutral, 15 February 2022; Reuters, Famine may have been averted,
but Afghan economic crisis deepens -U.N. envoy, 3 March 2022.

79 VOA News, Taliban Foreign Minister Meets With US, Russian, Chinese, Pakistani Special Representatives, 11
November 2021; Arab News, Taliban call on OIC to recognize Afghan government at Islamabad meeting, 11
December 2021.

80 Al Jazeera, Taliban, Western officials meet in Oslo to discuss Afghanistan, 24 November 2022.

81 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Country must have access to funds to avoid humanitarian disaster, 23
November 2021.

82 Giustozzi, A. Behind the Scenes of the Taliban’s Internal Power Struggle, World Politics Review, 23 September
2021.

83 Foreign Policy, Pakistan Pitches the Taliban Regime to the World, 30 September 2020.

8  France24, Islamabad bids to quell rise in Pakistani Taliban attacks, 15 November 2021.

85 The Diplomat, Afghan Taliban’s Victory Boosts Pakistan’s Radicals, 18 October 2021.

8  France 24, Pakistan’s ‘good Taliban-bad Taliban’ strategy backfires, posing regional risks, 9 February 2022.

87 Reuters, Afghan Taliban stop Pakistan army from fencing international border, 22 December 2021.

88  Reuters, Afghan Taliban stop Pakistan army from fencing international border, 22 December 2021.

8 USIP, Afghanistan-Pakistan Border Dispute Heats Up, 12 January 2022.

%0 Confidential source, 31 January 2021.
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Relations between the Taliban and Iran

Iran, due to its links with the Afghan Shia community, was one of the main
opponents of the Taliban during the previous Taliban regime. In 2001, Iran
supported the overthrow of this regime by the Americans. However, relations
between the Taliban and Iran have improved over the last decade. Since the Taliban
took power, Iran has sought to further strengthen ties with the Taliban leadership,®!
including through the provision of humanitarian support. In January 2022, the
Foreign Minister of the de facto government paid a first official visit to Iran. After
this visit, Iran indicated that it does not yet intend to recognise ‘The Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan’. Iran stressed that the inclusion of ethnic minorities (non-Pashtuns)
in the de facto government is a condition of recognition.?2

The security situation

Since the takeover by the Taliban, the general level of violence in Afghanistan has
fallen sharply.®3 However, attacks by ISKP against civilians (particularly Shiites) and
Taliban fighters have increased.®* In addition, targeted violence against specific
groups by the Taliban and other actors has continued (for more details, see Chapter
4). It is difficult to provide a complete picture of the security situation in Afghanistan
since the Taliban took power. Important sources of information such as UNAMA
reports on violence against civilians have not been published since July 2021.9>
Some sources state that while the overall security situation has greatly improved
now that the large-scale armed conflict has ended, there is limited information about
exactly what is going on in different parts of Afghanistan. It is therefore difficult to
make firm statements on this subject.?®

The end of armed conflict in Afghanistan?

The takeover by the Taliban in the second half of 2021 seemed to have brought an
end to forty years of armed conflict in almost all of Afghanistan. On 15 September
2021, FDD’s Long War Journal stated that the Taliban controlled 391 districts, that
control of one district (Chahar Kint in Balkh province) was being contested, and that
guerilla activities were taking place in fifteen districts (mainly in the Baghlan and
Panjshir provinces).®” FDD did not specify which parties were involved. After 15
August 2021, the armed struggle mainly consisted of conflict between the Taliban
and the NRF and conflict between the Taliban and ISKP.%8 According to the Special
Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR), the number of violent
political incidents during the first months of Taliban rule (September-December
2021) decreased by 87% compared to the average number of violent incidents
during the period January 2020 to August 2021.°° The UN Secretary-General stated
that UN agencies counted 985 security incidents between 19 August and 31

%t Global Risk Insights, Iran - Taliban Relations: What to Expect, 9 November 2021; MEI, Iran and the Taliban after
the US fiasco in Afghanistan, 22 September 2021.

Al Jazeera, Iran says won't officially recognise Taliban after Tehran talks, 10 January 2022; The Times of India,
Iran refuses to recognize Taliban govt until it is inclusive, 3 January 2022.

EASO, Country Guidance Afghanistan 2021: General Remarks, November 2021. See: Country Guidance
Afghanistan 2021 | EUROPEAN ASYLUM SUPPORT OFFICE (europa.eu); The New Yorker, The Other Afghan
Woman, 13 September 2021; Al Jazeera, Taliban rule sparks hopes of peace in rural Afghanistan, 9 November
2021; UN News, Anxiety in Afghanistan as Taliban struggles for legitimacy, 17 November 2021.

The New York Times, ISIS Poses a Growing Threat to New Taliban Government in Afghanistan, 3 November 2021.
9  UNAMA, REPORTS ON THE PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS IN ARMED CONFLICT, undated. See: REPORTS ON THE
PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS IN ARMED CONFLICT | UNAMA (unmissions.org), last accessed 14 December 2021.
How non-Gllenists treat their Gllenist relatives depends on the situation.

EASO, Country Guidance Afghanistan 2021: General Remarks, November 2021. See: Country Guidance
Afghanistan 2021 | EUROPEAN ASYLUM SUPPORT OFFICE (europa.eu)

FDD'’s Long War Journal, Mapping Taliban Control in Afghanistan, undated, last accessed 19 November 2021.

% RULAC, Non-international armed conflicts in Afghanistan, 4 March 2022.

9 SIGAR, QUARTERLY REPORT TO THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS, p. 69, 30 January 2022.
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December 2021. This was 91% lower than in the same period in 2020. The number
of armed combat incidents during this period decreased by 98% from 7,430 to 148
incidents, and the number of air strikes decreased by 99% from 501 to three
incidents. The number of explosions due to improvised explosive devices (IEDs)
decreased by 91% from 1,118 to 101 incidents and the number of targeted attacks
decreased by 51% from 424 to 207 incidents. However, there was an increase in
crime. Nangarhar, Kabul, Kunar and Kandahar were the provinces with the most
incidents during this period.10°

Security situation and resistance in Panjshir

On 6 September 2021, the Taliban also claimed to be in control of Panjshir
province. 0! Resistance leaders in Panjshir initially disputed this information,
claiming that resistance fighters were still active in the mountains.%? A report by
The New York Times in October 2021 suggested that fighting had ceased by that
point and that the Taliban did indeed control the province.193 The leaders of the
resistance in Panjshir, Ahmad Massoud and Amrullah Saleh, fled to Tajikistan.1%4
From December 2021, there was increased armed activity in Panjshir. According to
the International Crisis Group (ICG), the Taliban stepped up operations against the
National Resistance Front (NRF) (the resistance in Panjshir, see 1.4.3.4) in the
northern provinces. Several NRF fighters were killed during these operations.10>
According to a confidential source, sixty Taliban fighters were also killed and forty
were injured as a result of NRF activities during this month.1% Clashes between the
NRF and the Taliban continued in January 2022.1%7 There was also fighting between
the NRF and the Taliban in Baghlan province.% The NRF began using IEDs against
the Taliban in January 2022 and warned that it would step up attacks against the
Taliban in spring.1% According to the International Crisis Group, the NRF stepped up
resistance activities in February 2022, particularly in Balkh and Baghlan provinces.
The ICG said that the Taliban began a large-scale military campaign against the NRF
in Panjshir in the same month.!1% The Ministry of Defence of the de facto
government also stationed thousands of military personnel in northern provinces of
Afghanistan in February 2022; this was probably with a view to countering
resistance activities from those provinces, according to RFE/RL. 1!

Civilian casualties in Panjshir during the occupation in August/September 2021
Reports about the number of civilian casualties during the capture of Panjshir have
been difficult to verify. Civilians from Panjshir claimed that the fighting was
concentrated in the districts of Paryan, Anaba and Shatal, and that it resulted in
many deaths and injuries on both sides of the conflict.112 A doctor from a hospital in
Panjshir said he had treated sixty to seventy individuals with injuries caused by the

100 ynited Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, p. 5, 3 February 2022.

101 BBC, Afghanistan: Taliban claim to have taken Panjshir Valley, 7 September 2021.

102 The New York Times, Taliban Claim Control Over Panjshir Valley, but Resistance Vows to Fight On, 17 September
2021.

103 The New York Times, In Panjshir, Few Signs of an Active Resistance, or Any Fight at All, 7 October 2021.

104 France24, Afghan resistance has sanctuary in Tajikistan, but fighting Taliban a ‘non-viable prospect’, 4 October
2021; The Intercept, Afghan Resistance Leaders, Long Backed by Cia, Have Fled Following Taliban Takeover, 21
September 2021.

105 International Crisis Group, Crisis Watch, 9 January 2022.

106 Confidential source, 6 January 2022. See also: Confidential source, 13 December 2021.

107 Confidential source, 24 January 2022.

108 Hasht-e Subh Daily, Clashes Between the Taliban and NRF Forces Continued for the Third Day, 26 January 2022.

109 Confidential source, 31 January 2022.

110 International Crisis Group, Crisis Watch, February 2022.

111 RFE/RL, Taliban Says New Troops Near Central Asian Borders Will Bring Stability. The Neighbors Are Not So
Sure., 16 February 2022.

112 AAN, Afghanistan’s Conflict in 2021 (1): The Taleban’s sweeping offensive as told by people on the ground, 28
December 2021.
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conflict. 113 The New York Times reported that there were few signs of heavy fighting
around the capital of the Panjshir valley. The BBC accused the Taliban of killing
civilians in Panjshir and said it had evidence that at least twenty civilians had been
killed during the resistance in the Panjshir valley.!* In December, citizens from
Panjshir confirmed to Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) that the Taliban had
killed several young men after capturing Panjshir.1> Sources indicated that many
women and children had moved from Panjshir to Kabul or Parwan before the fighting
started,'® and that many other civilians had fled Panjshir after the Taliban took
power.'1” This was confirmed by citizens from Panjshir,!!8 but they indicated that
many residents had also returned.!1?

Oppression in Panjshir since the Taliban victory

According to a confidential source, citizens in Panjshir have been subjected to
disproportionate arrests, surveillance and violence since the Taliban took over the
valley.1?® According to civilians in Panjshir, the Taliban also engaged in evictions and
extrajudicial executions of civilians.!?! Panjshir is partly controlled by Taliban
fighters from Panjshir and partly by Taliban fighters from outside. The latter are said
to be responsible for most human rights violations.'?? According to this source, the
Taliban viewed all citizens of Panjshir as resistance fighters, although many civilians
had nothing to do with the resistance. The source also said that the resistance
fighters were located in the mountains on the border with Baghlan province. In
particular, the Taliban arrested young men.123 In December there were protests in
Panjshir over the death of a young man who, according to the protesters, was
innocent.!2* In January 2022, a source stated that the extremely high presence of
Taliban soldiers in Panjshir and the rotation of these soldiers every five to ten days
was causing problems for the population. According to this source, Taliban forces
often responded to National Resistance Front (NRF) attacks with house searches and
interrogations of local people.12>

Security situation in Nangarhar

In November, the Taliban said they had sent more than 1,300 fighters to Nangarhar
to fight ISKP. In the fight against ISKP, the Taliban made extensive use of nighttime
raids. According to a Taliban fighter in Jalalabad interviewed by The Washington
Post in November 2021, the Taliban were arresting an average of ten ISKP suspects
a week and killing six a week at that time. At the start of the Taliban offensive
against ISKP, dozens of alleged ISKP fighters were hanged beside the road or
beheaded, according to The Washington Post. Later on, suspected ISKP fighters

113 The New York Times, In Panjshir, Few Signs of an Active Resistance, or Any Fight at All, 17 September 2021.

BBC, Afghanistan crisis: Taliban Kill civilians in resistance stronghold, 13 September 2021.

115 AAN, Afghanistan’s Conflict in 2021 (1): The Taleban’s sweeping offensive as told by people on the ground, 28
December 2021.

116 openDemocracy, I travelled around Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. This is what I saw, 24 November 2021; Al
Jazeera, Residents flee as Taliban intensifies battle to take Panjshir, 3 September 2021.

117 Confidential source, 1 December 2021; Confidential source, 8 December 2021.

118 AAN, Afghanistan’s Conflict in 2021 (1): The Taleban’s sweeping offensive as told by people on the ground, 28
December 2021.

119 AAN, Afghanistan’s Conflict in 2021 (1): The Taleban’s sweeping offensive as told by people on the ground, 28
December 2021.

120 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

12t AAN, Afghanistan’s Conflict in 2021 (1): The Taleban’s sweeping offensive as told by people on the ground, 28
December 2021

122 Confidential source, 30 December 2021. See also: AAN, Afghanistan’s Conflict in 2021 (1): The Taleban’s
sweeping offensive as told by people on the ground, 28 December 2021.

123 Confidential source, 30 December 2021. See also: AAN, Afghanistan’s Conflict in 2021 (1): The Taleban’s
sweeping offensive as told by people on the ground, 28 December 2021.

124 ANI, Afghanistan: Residents of Panjshir protest over killing of 'innocent' people, 27 December 2021; Khaama
Press, Hundreds protest in Panjshir over murder of a young man, 27 December 2021; Confidential source, 30
December 2021.

125 Confidential source, 24 January 2022.
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were taken to the security service building after their arrest. There, Taliban
commanders decided on the fate of these individuals. Those who were sentenced to
death were executed on the spot or in an open field. Their bodies were left behind
for collection by the family.126 On 14 December 2021, the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights stated that she had credible evidence that the Taliban had executed
at least fifty alleged ISKP fighters in Nangarhar (see also 2.1.5 on relations between
the Taliban and ISKP).127 In late December 2021, the level of violence by ISKP in
Nangarhar appeared to have decreased slightly. A source attributed this decrease to
Taliban actions and the onset of winter.1?8 In the preceding period, there was said to
be an attack on Taliban fighters by ISKP fighters approximately every other day.!?°
In February 2022, the ICG stated that the decrease in ISKP violence in Afghanistan
was continuing.130

Civilian casualties in Nangarhar

Developments in Nangarhar are also said to have led to an increase in civilian
casualties. According to an Afghan official from the Ministry of Public Health, in
November there were twice as many civilian deaths from roadside bombs, targeted
violence and firefights in Nangarhar as in the month before the Taliban took power.
A hospital in Jalalabad confirmed that it had treated more war victims in October
2021 than during any month in the previous year. A local activist stated that the
Taliban sometimes regarded innocent individuals as ISKP fighters during nighttime
raids and took them away.13!

Civilian casualties

The decrease in the number of violent incidents in Afghanistan has resulted in a
sharp decrease in civilian casualties from indiscriminate violence.32 A United
Nations Security Council report stated that between 15 August and 31 December
2021, there were 1,050 civilian casualties, including more than 350 deaths. IEDs
were the leading cause of civilian casualties (850 individuals, including 300 deaths)
and ISKP was responsible for almost all of these incidents. Unexploded ordnances
caused nearly a hundred civilian casualties, most of them children. Ground fighting
between the Taliban and ISKP or resistance groups resulted in twenty civilian
casualties. 133 According to Michelle Bachelet, the UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights, four hundred civilians were killed as a result of political violence in the first
half-year after the change of power. They were mainly victims of ISKP violence. 34

Bombings and other forms of violence against civilians

Since the Taliban took power, bombings and complex attacks on civilian targets
have been the main causes of civilian casualties - as well as of casualties among
Taliban fighters. ISKP claimed responsibility for most of these attacks. The number
of attacks attributed to or claimed by ISKP increased compared to the period before
15 August 2021. These attacks also took place over a larger territory than that in
which ISKP was active before the takeover (i.e. Kabul and eastern Afghanistan).
Between 19 August and 31 December 2021, UN agencies counted 152 ISKP attacks

The Washington Post, Taliban sends hundreds of fighters to eastern Afghanistan to wage war against Islamic
State, 22 November 2021.

127 AFP, Afghanistan: I'ONU accuse les talibans d'au moins 72 exécutions extrajudiciaires, 14 December 2021.
128 Confidential source, 6 January 2021.

129 Confidential source, 6 January 2021.

130 International Crisis Group, Crisis Watch, February 2022.

The Washington Post, Taliban sends hundreds of fighters to eastern Afghanistan to wage war against Islamic
State, 22 November 2021.

132 pajhwok, Civilian casualties in conflict drop to zero last week, 11 September 2021.

United Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, p. 8, 3 February 2022.

134 Reuters, Nearly 400 civilians killed in Afghanistan since Taliban takeover, UN says, 7 March 2022.
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in sixteen provinces. During the same period in 2020, twenty such attacks took
place in five provinces.!35 Whereas previously ISKP attacks mainly targeted civilians,
the Taliban became a major target of ISKP attacks after the change of power. ISKP
attacks on civilian targets mainly targeted Shiite Hazaras. Suicide bombings,
including on Shiite mosques, left at least ninety dead and hundreds injured in the
space of just a few weeks.13% ISKP attacks took place in Kabul, Kandahar,
Kunduz,13” Mazar-i-Sharif and Nangarhar province, among other locations.

Below is an overview of the main attacks on civilian targets since 1 September
2021:

1. Attack on Eid Gah Mosque in Kabul - 3 October 2021: In an ISKP attack on a
memorial service at a mosque in Kabul for the mother of Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid, five people were killed138 and at least four people were
injured.13°

2. Attack on a mosque in Kunduz - 8 October 2021: In an ISKP attack on a Shiite
mosque in Kunduz during Friday afternoon prayers, at least 72 people were killed
and at least 140 were injured. 40

3. Attack on a mosque in Kandahar — 15 October 2021: In an ISKP attack on a
Shiite mosque in Kandahar during Friday afternoon prayers, at least 63 people were
killed and at least 83 were injured.14!

4. Attack on a military hospital in Kabul - 2 November 2021: In an ISKP attack
consisting of a suicide bombing and gunfire at a military hospital in Kabul, at least
25 people were killed and more than 50 people were injured, including civilians. 142
One of the victims was the senior Taliban commander Hamdullah Mokhlis, who tried
to stop the perpetrators.143

5. Attack on a mosque in Nangarhar — 12 November 2021: An attack on a Sunni
mosque in the Spin Ghar district of Nangarhar province during Friday afternoon
prayers left three dead and dozens injured. 144 Responsibility for the attack was not
claimed. 4>

6. Attack on a minibus in Kabul — 13 November 2021: An explosion in a bus in the
Hazara neighbourhood of Kabul left at least one dead and five injured. 4% Among

135 United Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, p. 5, 3 February 2022.

136 The New York Times, ISIS Poses a Growing Threat to New Taliban Government in Afghanistan, 3 November 2021.

137 Al Jazeera, ‘Blood and pieces’: Kunduz residents describe blast aftermath, 9 October 2021; Al Jazeera, Deadly
explosion targets memorial service near Kabul mosque, 3 October 2021.

138 Al Jazeera, ‘Blood and pieces’: Kunduz residents describe blast aftermath, 9 October 2021; Al Jazeera, Deadly
explosion targets memorial service near Kabul mosque, 3 October 2021.

139 Al Jazeera, Deadly explosion targets memorial service near Kabul mosque, 3 October 2021.

140 Al Jazeera, ‘Blood and pieces’: Kunduz residents describe blast aftermath, 9 October 2021; Human Rights Watch,
Afghanistan: Surge in Islamic State Attacks on Shia, 25 October 2021; Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Surge
in Islamic State Attacks on Shia, 25 October 2021.

141 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Surge in Islamic State Attacks on Shia, 25 October 2021.

142 France 24, Senior Taliban commander, several civilians killed in Kabul hospital attack, 2 November 2021.

143 Reuters, Dozens killed and wounded as blasts and gunfire hit Kabul hospital, 3 November 2021; Al Jazeera,
Afghanistan: Deadly blasts, gunfire hit Kabul military hospital, 2 November 2021; United Nations Security
Council, Security Council Press Statement on Terrorist Attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, 3 November 2021.

144 Al Jazeera, Afghanistan: Mosque in Nangarhar province hit by blast, 12 November 2021; Hasht e Subh Daily,
Denial of Facts Intricates the Situation, 15 November 2021.

145 Xinhua, 3 arrested in Afghanistan over mosque bomb attack, 3 November 2021.

146 AP, Blast on bus in Afghan capital kills 1 person, wounds 5, 13 November 2021; Hasht e Subh Daily, Denial of
Facts Intricates the Situation, 15 November 2021.
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those killed was a well-known Afghan journalist. The attack was later claimed by
ISKP.1%47 It is not clear whether the attack specifically targeted the journalist.

7. Attack on a minibus in Kabul - 10 December 2021: An explosion in a bus in
Kabul’s Hazara district left two dead and several injured. Responsibility for the
attack was not claimed.48

8. Attack on Kabul passport office - 23 December 2021: An ISKP attack on the
Kabul passport office, on a day set aside for passport applications by Taliban
fighters, was thwarted before the assailant could enter the building. There were no
fatalities, but several people outside the passport office were injured.14°

9. Attack on a minibus in Herat — 22 January 2022: An explosion in a minibus in
Herat killed seven people, including four women, and injured nine.>°

10. Attack on a mosque in Badghis — 11 February 2022: An explosion at a mosque
in Badghis on a Friday left one dead and fifteen injured, including children. The
perpetrators were unknown. 151

11. Attack on a mosque in Paktia — 4 March 2022: An explosion at a mosque in
Paktia on a Friday left three dead and twenty injured. Responsibility for the attack
was not claimed.1>?

Targeted attacks on people

The number of targeted attacks fell by approximately 50% in the period between 19
August and 31 December 2021 compared to the same period in the previous year,
from 424 to 207 incidents, according to the UN.!33 There were credible allegations
that Taliban supporters were behind some of these attacks (for more details, see
Chapter 4 on human rights). On 30 November 2021, Human Rights Watch stated
that it had documented 47 cases in which Taliban fighters had extrajudicially
executed or disappeared former ANDSF military personnel in Ghazni, Helmand,
Kandahar and Kunduz provinces. Human Rights Watch also stated that it had
evidence that more than a hundred former ANDSF personnel had died in this way
and that these incidents fitted into a broader pattern also found in other provinces
such as Khost, Paktia and Paktika.!>* On 14 December the UN Deputy High
Commissioner for Human Rights said there were credible allegations of more than
one hundred liquidations of former personnel of the ANDSF and other government
bodies, 72 of which could be attributed to the Taliban.!5°

147 Al Arabiya, ISIS claims killing of Afghan journalist in Kabul bomb attack, 15 November 2021.

148 Al Jazeera, Deadly blasts hit Afghan capital Kabul, 10 December 2021.

49 France 24, Suicide bomber shot dead as Taliban fighters gather for passports, 23 December 2021; Reuters,
Suicide bomber killed at Kabul passport office gate, 23 December 2021.

150 Al Jazeera, Several killed in bus blast in western Afghanistan, 22 January 2022; LA Times, Seven dead in
bombing of minivan in Afghanistan, Taliban says, 22 January 2022.

151 Republic World, Afghanistan: 1 Dead, 15 Injured In Blast Near Mosque In Badghis Province, 11 February 2022.

152 Khaama Press, Explosion kills three, wounded 20 worshipers in Paktia province, 5 March 2022.

153 United Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, p. 5, 3 February 2022.

154 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021.

155 AFP, Afghanistan: I'ONU accuse les talibans d'au moins 72 exécutions extrajudiciaires, 14 December 2021; Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Oral update on the situation of human rights in
Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021.
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Civilian casualties from unexploded ordnances

Since the Taliban took power, around a hundred individuals have been killed or
injured by unexploded ordnances.>® Between 27 September 2021 and 7 November
2021, 56 people in Kandahar province were injured by unexploded ordnances.!>” On
3 November 2021, nine members of a family, including six children, were killed in a
house in Kunduz by an unexploded ordnance going off.1>® On 25 November 2021,
four children died in the suburb of Talogan (the capital of Takhar province) as a
result of an explosive device among scrap metal they were collecting for sale.!>° In
January 2022, eight students were killed when an explosive device went off at a
school in the Lal Pur district of Nangarhar province. 160

Civilian casualties from celebratory gunfire

Celebrations of the end of the conflict by Taliban fighters and supporters left
seventeen dead and forty-one injured in Kabul from celebratory gunfire. Fourteen
people were injured in Nangarhar from the same cause. The Taliban leadership
condemned this behaviour and instructed fighters to pray rather than shoot. 6!

The Taliban’s security apparatus

This section examines the structure of the security apparatus under the Taliban.
Section 4.3 goes into more detail about the functioning of these bodies. During the
first months after the takeover, the Taliban tried to restructure the security
apparatus, but many questions about the command structure and manning of the
police, army and secret service remain unanswered. There was never a real police
force under the Taliban shadow government before the takeover. Instead, local
militias led by local judges were responsible for maintaining order in Taliban-
controlled districts. 62 Since the takeover, the Taliban have tried to give the security
apparatus more structure. A Minister of Defence, a Minister of the Interior, a
Minister of Justice and a head of the security service have been appointed.i®3 In
March 2022, the Taliban leadership announced that the total security apparatus
would consist of 350,000 people, including 110,000-150,000 military personnel, with
the rest being police and security service personnel. At that time, however, it was
still unclear how the costs of this security apparatus would be covered. 164

The police

The Taliban stated that they wished to set up a police force under the Ministry of the
Interior. 18> Initially, commanders and fighters of the Haggani Network were
dominant within the police.166 The Taliban took steps in November 2021 to create a
local authority structure for the police by appointing the first local police chiefs.16”
These were appointed for the provinces of Baghlan, Balkh, Farah, Faryab, Ghor,
Kabul, Kunar, Kunduz, Logar and Takhar. The Taliban appointed security chiefs for a

156 United Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, p. 8, 3 February 2022.

157 EASO, Afghanistan Country focus, p. 65, January 2022.

158 UNICEF, 6 children killed in detonation of explosive remnants of war in Kunduz, Afghanistan, 4 November 2021.

159 Xinhua, 4 killed in explosions in Afghanistan: officials, 25 November 2021.

160 UNICEF, Statement by Alice Akunga, UNICEF Afghanistan Representative a.i., on the death of eight children due
to detonation of explosive remnant, 11 January 2022.

161 Reuters, At least 17 killed in celebratory gunfire in Kabul - reports, 4 September 2021.

162 Gjustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021.

163 WION, Gravitas: ISI-Henchman named Taliban's intelligence Chief, 1 September 2021.

164 Confidential source, 14 March 2022.

165 Giustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021.

166 Confidential source, 1 December 2021. See also: War on the Rocks, The Hagqgani Network: The New Kingmakers
In Kabul, 12 November 2021.

167 Reuters, Taliban appoint members as 44 governors, police chiefs around Afghanistan, 7 November 2021.
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number of districts in the Shindhand region of Herat province. %8 It is not clear to
what extent the appointment of chiefs has led to a clear authority structure within
the police. In January 2022, a source stated that the structuring of the police force
was not going well for the time being, because the Taliban did not have a clear idea
of how this police force should look.16°

In practice, Taliban fighters performed policing duties, but in the early months after
the takeover they mostly followed orders from their former commanders on the
battlefield, !’ and according to a source they were not paid.!”! Police units made up
of Taliban fighters were operating in Kabul with similar roles to those under the
Ghani government, according to another source.'’? However, sources stated that it
was difficult to tell which ‘unit’ the Taliban fighters belonged to. Many new de facto
police officers initially did not wear uniforms, but wore traditional Afghan attire (the
standard uniform of Taliban fighters before the takeover).173 Over the months,
according to reports, the use of uniforms - of former ANDSF personnel or foreign
troops - has increased among Taliban fighters.174

Police officers who worked under the Ghani government were deployed to a limited
extent. By December 2021, only a few police officers from the former ANDSF had
been re-recruited,!”> and according to The Wall Street Journal nearly all of these
were working in offices out of public view.17®¢ Another source indicated in January
2022 that former ANDSF personnel had been recruited only for some technical
tasks.1”7 In March 2022, Sirajuddin Haggani, the de facto Minister of the Interior,
attended the graduation ceremony of 470 police officers, including twenty women.
These officers had completed a four-year training course which they had started
under the Ghani government.178

Lack of manpower

Sources indicated that by the end of 2021, the Taliban faced a lack of manpower,
resulting in a lack of police presence in many districts.”® In practice, during the
early months of Taliban rule, the police were mainly concentrated in towns and
districts along the Tajikistan border.8° According to Giustozzi and Al Ageedi, two
researchers, there were no more than twenty to thirty officers in most rural districts.
These officers in particular guarded buildings in district centres and sometimes
carried out patrols. Local sources stated that checkpoints along the main roads were
often manned only by local boys (for more details on the recruitment of minors, see

168 TOLO News, New governors appointed in 17 provinces, 8 November 2021.

169 Confidential source, 6 January 2021.

170 Confidential source, 1 December 2021.

171 Confidential source, 1 December 2021. See also: The Wall Street Journal, Taliban Commander Who Launched
Bombings in Kabul Is Now a Police Chief in Charge of Security, 21 October 2021

172 Confidential source, 25 November 2021.

173 Confidential source, 1 December 2021; Confidential source, 25 November 2021. See also: France24, FRANCE 24
report: On the streets of Kabul with the Taliban police, 27 October 2021; Al Jazeera, Taliban: From Afghanistan’s
rugged mountains to policing streets, 5 October 2021.

174 CBS, Face to face with the Taliban: Inside 60 Minutes' report from Afghanistan, 12 December 2021.

175 Confidential source, 1 December 2021. See also: The Wall Street Journal, Taliban Commander Who Launched
Bombings in Kabul Is Now a Police Chief in Charge of Security, 21 October 2021.

176 The Wall Street Journal, Taliban Commander Who Launched Bombings in Kabul Is Now a Police Chief in Charge of
Security, 21 October 2021

177 Confidential source, 25 January 2021.

178 Deutsche Welle, Taliban's most-wanted leader Hagqgani appears in public, 6 March 2022; Confidential source, 17
March 2022

179 Giustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021; Confidential source, 1 December 2021.

180 Gjustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021.

Pagina 26 of 226



2.2.3.2

2.2.4

General Country of Origin Information Report | March 2022

2.2.8).181 Villages were very rarely visited by these officers. However, the Taliban
had reportedly designated contact persons in villages to report on local
developments. If there were problems with maintaining order, larger units were sent
from the provincial capitals to these villages. 182

At the end of December 2021, a source stated that there was also a diminished
police presence in Kabul. The police presence in Kabul at that time was probably less
than before the Taliban took power in Kabul, according to this source. In addition,
this source noted that the Taliban police force in Kabul consisted almost entirely of
young Taliban fighters under the age of 25, most of whom were around 18 years
old. According to this source, these fighters were put in charge of carrying out
unpaid police duties in Kabul, because they did not have wives and children in their
regions of origin to take care of.183 As described earlier, in March 2022 the Taliban
leadership stated that they wanted to set up a security apparatus which would
consist of 350,000 people in total (police, army, and intelligence services).

The military

At the end of October 2021, the Taliban announced that they wished to set up a
regular military, and to integrate some soldiers from the former ANDSF into this in
addition to Taliban fighters.18 The Ministry of Defence also began distributing
uniforms to Taliban fighters who previously wore traditional attire.!8> In November,
the Foreign Minister indicated that Afghanistan only needed a small military, about
40,000 strong, '8 made up of ‘reliable’ patriots. In this way he indicated that not all
former ANDSF soldiers would be retained.!8” Pilots, technicians and other specialists
in particular were called on to rejoin the military.188 In January 2022, the Ministry of
Defence announced that a commission of twenty people was in charge of forming a
military force of about 100,000 personnel. According to the ministry, this had been
eighty percent achieved and the new military would mainly consist of Taliban
fighters. However, there was also room for some former ANDSF soldiers.8° In March
2022, de facto Prime Minister Hanafi stated that the military would consist of
100,000 to 150,000 personnel.190 To protect the Taliban leadership and important
property, the Hagqani Network established the Badri 313 Battalion. This battalion,
according to Taliban sources, consisted of five thousand fighters scattered
throughout the country. The battalion wore uniforms and used weapons belonging to
the former Afghan commando forces,1°t which had been provided to the ANDSF by
the Americans and allies.1°?

The Ministry for the Propagation of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice
The former Ministry of Women'’s Affairs has been reformed as the Ministry for the
Propagation of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice (referred to from now on as the de

181 Gijustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021.

182 Gijustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021.

183 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

184 Arab News, Taliban to form new armed forces including former regime troops, 26 October 2021; Hindustan
Times, Taliban express their intention to build their own Air Force in Afghanistan, 7 November 2021.

185 Reuters, Taliban hold military parade with U.S.-made weapons in Kabul in show of strength, 14 November 2021.

186 Gijustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021.
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2021.

188 Reuters, Taliban hold military parade with U.S.-made weapons in Kabul in show of strength, 14 November 2021.
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190 Confidential source, 14 March 2022.

191 Giustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021.

192 CSCR, Operational Challenges for Taliban’s Special Forces, 10 September 2021.
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facto Ministry of Virtue and Vice).!°3 Under the previous Taliban regime, this
ministry was responsible for enforcing strict interpretation of the Taliban’s sharia. %4
In the 1990s, ministry officials patrolled the streets of Afghanistan, enforcing dress
codes and bans on kite flying and music, for example. They sometimes used
violence against Afghan civilians.?> Under the new Taliban administration, the de
facto Ministry released a manual containing rules for Afghans in their daily lives and
instructions for Taliban fighters regarding the enforcement of these rules (more
details on these rules follow in 4.1.10).1°6 It also issued a decree on dress codes for,
among others, female television presenters.!®” The head of enforcement at this
ministry in Kandahar, Mawlawi Mohammad Shebani, told The Guardian in an
interview that enforcement officers would be integrated into the ‘normal’ police
force. In each district, an officer from the de facto Ministry of Virtue and Vice would
be integrated into the police station and some enforcement officers would be
stationed at checkpoints. Shebani said he did not expect the ministry to start using
patrols again, but instead to encourage citizens to ‘report’ abusive behaviour.1%8 The
manual sets out a step-by-step plan for enforcing rules. First, enforcement officers
should inform (‘educate’) violators about rules; then, if violators do not change their
behaviour, enforcement officers may use light pressure to convince them; if a
person still does not make adjustments, they are allowed to ‘stop him with your
hands’. The manual prohibits enforcement officers from entering homes to enforce
rules.1?? According to Shebani, the de facto Ministry would initially focus on
enforcing the principles in cities, because civilians in the cities were less familiar with
the rules of the Taliban.2% According to sources, in around December the current de
facto Ministry of Virtue and Vice was not running its own religious morality police
and was less powerful than formerly.2%! Individual Taliban fighters sometimes
enforce actual (or presumed) religious norms on their own initiative,2%? and there
appear to be local differences in this regard.2%3 For more information on the rules
and actions of the Ministry of Virtue and Vice, see 4.1.10 and 4.1.13.

Taliban investigative methods in Afghanistan

Historically, the Taliban have been known for their efficient intelligence system (see
also 1.4.3.5) within Afghanistan. In September, the Taliban appointed a new head of
the Afghan Security Service, Mullah Najibullah. He is considered to be a confidant of
the Pakistani security service (the Inter-Services Intelligence - ISI).2%4 The Taliban
have maintained their good intelligence position in Afghanistan since the takeover. It
still has a large number of checkpoints,?%> and an extensive network of local
informants. 2% Following the change of power, house searches were said to be
conducted at the homes of individuals who had worked for the Ghani government,
security forces, foreign forces or international organisations (see also 4.1.1, 4.1.2

193 0n the list that the Taliban used to announce the new ministries, it was the only ministry whose name had not
been translated into English. The Guardian, ‘We don’t want people to be in a panic,” says chief of Taliban morality
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and 4.1.6).2%7 The reason given by the Taliban for these house searches was to
confiscate weapons and cars belonging to the Ghani government,2%8 but various
sources say they were also used to gather information about individuals.2%° In the
months that followed, the number of such searches decreased sharply among
certain categories of persons such as UN staff and officials without links to the
security apparatus.?i® In late February, the Taliban announced a ‘clearing operation’
involving house searches in Kabul and other cities. According to the Taliban, the
purpose of the operation was to combat crime (see also 4.1.1).211

Since October, the Taliban have put considerable effort into tracking down alleged
ISKP fighters, with hundreds of arrests and dozens of extrajudicial executions taking
place as a result.?!?2 The sources consulted did not provide any insight into the
Taliban’s intent and capacity for tracking down alleged enemies in hiding (for
example: resistance fighters from Panjshir, former ANSDF personnel and individuals
who have worked for international forces). Human Rights Watch (HRW) reports that
in the first three months since the change of power, Taliban fighters killed or
disappeared more than a hundred people from the security sector from four
provinces. HRW documented the execution or disappearance of 47 former ANDSF
personnel (military, police, members of the secret service, and members of
paramilitary groups) who had surrendered to or been detained by Taliban fighters
between 15 August and 31 October 2021 (see also .213 It is not clear whether there
are other Taliban targets who have avoided violence by going into hiding. A
confidential source stated that the Taliban are very probably able to track down
alleged ‘enemies’ if they deem this necessary.?* HRW stated that the Taliban
identified targets among former ANDSF personnel through personnel records left
behind by the Ghani government (more on this in the next section), local
informants, and the amnesty programme for which former ANDSF personnel could
voluntarily register.?!> If the Taliban had specific targets in view, but they were in
hiding, then in some cases it tried to find out the location of these individuals
through intimidation of relatives.?6

Taliban access to data, including biometric data

Experts have raised concerns about the Taliban’s access to data, including biometric
data, on the entire Afghan population through National Statistics and Information
Authority (NSIA) records (see 3.2).217 There are also concerns about the Taliban’s
access to data on former ANDSF personnel through the system used to register

207 Al Jazeera, Taliban conducting ‘targeted door-to-door visits’: UN document, 20 August 2021.

208 Confidential source, 3 December 2021; Confidential source, 13 December 2021.

209 Confidential source, 8 December 2021; Confidential source, 13 December 2021; Confidential source, 3 December
2021.

210 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

211 Reuters, Taliban begin house searches, sparking fear, diplomatic criticism, 28 February 2022; Jurist, Afghanistan
dispatch: Taliban house-to-house searches raise privacy concerns, fear in those still trying to leave, 27 February
2022.

212 The Washington Post, Taliban sends hundreds of fighters to eastern Afghanistan to wage war against Islamic
State, 22 November 2021.

213 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021.

214 Confidential source, 1 December 2021.

215 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021.

216 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021; Confidential source, 30 December 2021; The National News,
Taliban targets families of exiles: interpreter reveals violent intimidation, 1 September 2021; OHCHR, Oral
update on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy High
Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021.

217 MIT Technology Review, This is the real story of the Afghan biometric databases abandoned to the Taliban, 30
August 2021.
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2.2.7

2.2.8

ANDSF personnel, particularly in view of reprisals against ‘collaborators’.?!8 Sources
indicate that after the evacuation of the US military, the Taliban captured devices
used to read these biometric data. In addition, there are indications that Taliban
accomplices within the ANDSF had been sharing the biometric data of colleagues
with the Taliban for some time.?!® According to Politico, during the evacuation, the
US shared data on Afghans who were on the evacuation list with the Taliban in order
to facilitate their travel from shelters to the airport.22° Reuters and Al Jazeera also
claimed that the British embassy left the names of Afghan employees and job
applicants inside the embassy.?2! The employees and their families were all
eventually evacuated.?22 The sources consulted did not clarify to what extent the
Taliban use these data to track down individuals.?23

Recruitment (including forced recruitment) of adult males by the Taliban

There is no evidence of large-scale forced recruitment by the Taliban among adult
males since the takeover. Sources did state that since the takeover, the Taliban
have struggled with a lack of manpower to maintain law and order,224 but indicated
that the Taliban were unlikely to resort to forced recruitment due to the risk of
disobedience in the ranks and popular discontent.22> However, there may be local
differences regarding this practice. Local sources stated that the Taliban had set up
some form of conscription in certain provinces such as Kabul and Kandahar to
address the lack of capacity. Conscripts were given the option of buying off military
service.??% In the northern provinces, where the Taliban’s position was less strong,
the Taliban are said to have ordered village elders and mullahs to recruit new
troops.227 It is not known whether this was voluntary or forced recruitment.

Recruitment (including forced recruitment) of adult men by ISKP

There seems to be no concrete evidence that ISKP engaged in forced recruitment
among adult males. As already made clear in 2.1.6, ISKP had no shortage of new
recruits, as this group was the main alternative after the takeover for actors who
wanted to oppose the Taliban and/or who needed income.

Recruitment of child soldiers

Between January and November 2021, there were 180 verified cases of child soldier
recruitment.228 In 2021 as a whole, a total of 191 children (all boys) were
recruited.22° However, it is not known how many recruitments took place before and
after the fall of Kabul. In December 2021, the Deputy High Commissioner for Human
Rights expressed serious concerns about the risk of child recruitment by ISKP and
the Taliban. She pointed to the increasing number of boys visible at checkpoints as

218 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021.

219 MIT Technology Review, This is the real story of the Afghan biometric databases abandoned to the Taliban, 30
August 2021.

220 politico, U.S. officials provided Taliban with names of Americans, Afghan allies to evacuate, 26 August 2021.

221 Reuters, UK rescued three families whose details were left at Kabul embassy, 27 August 2021; Al Jazeera, Afghan
staff details left behind at UK Kabul embassy: Report, 27 August.

222 Al Jazeera, Afghan staff details left behind at UK Kabul embassy: Report, 27 August.

223 politico, U.S. officials provided Taliban with names of Americans, Afghan allies to evacuate, 26 August 2021; Al
Jazeera, Afghan staff details left behind at UK Kabul embassy: Report, 27 August.

224 Confidential source, 1 December 2021; Giustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s
Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November 2021.

225 Confidential source, 3 December 2021; Confidential source, 1 December 2021.

226 Gijustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021.

227 Giustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021.

228 Confidential source, 17 November 2021.

229 Confidential source, 21 January 2022.
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bodyguards and in combat roles.?3° This phenomenon was also described by
Newslines Institute Researchers Giustozzi and Al Ageedi.?3! A confidential source
stated that in December most of the remaining Taliban fighters in Kabul were very
young. According to this source, the majority of these fighters were around the age
of eighteen, with some fighters around fifteen or sixteen years old.?3?

230 OHCHR, Oral update on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy
High Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021.

231 Giustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021.

232 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.
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Identity, nationality and documents

Reference should be made to the general country of origin information report on
Afghanistan dated November 2020, additional information follows about applying for
identity documents in Afghanistan.233 The information regarding the procedures for
applying for identity documents has been updated up to the beginning of July 2021.
In the Afghan context, it is important to realise that these procedures were already
regularly changed before the fall of the Ghanigovernment.234 For the time being, the
Taliban appears to be adhering to existing procedures subject to the logistical
restrictions that apply, and in early October 2021 the issuing of passports resumed,
with interruptions from Kabul - and later from other cities235.

Obligation to provide identification

Under the Ghani government, it was a legal requirement for every Afghan to be in
possession of an identity document, the so-called tazkera. A tazkera was not
automatically issued by the authorities, but had to be applied for. Anyone over the
age of eighteen could apply for and obtain a tazkera and passport. There was no
identification obligation in Afghanistan. However, an Afghan wishing to use services
such as the admission of a child to school or the acceptance of an adult for a job, or
who wished to receive government services (such as food aid), needed to be able to
present a tazkera.23® The tazkera was also the most important document that had to
be produced when applying for other proofs of identity, such as a passport.237
According to a 2017 survey, 52% of Afghan women and 6% of Afghan men did not
have an identity document.238 However, more recent research showed that the
percentages of men and women who possessed the e-tazkera, which was introduced
in 2018, (see 3.4.1 for more details) were about the same.23°

Storage of identity data

According to information from the Afghan authorities, before the fall of Kabul, about
95% of the record books held by the National Statistics and Information Authority
(NSIA), i.e. the registration data for the paper tazkera, had been digitised, and that
database was completely centralised. Other bodies within the Afghan government
also collected identity data, such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (for passports
issued abroad) and the ANDSF (for military cards, among other things). The Afghan
government did not have a central database in which all identity data collected by
the above-mentioned authorities were stored. The NSIA database was separate from

233 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, 24 November 2020
(Dutch only), General country of origin information report on Afghanistan | General country of origin information
report | Rijksoverheid.nl. See Chapter 2 on identity, nationality and documents.

234 Confidential source, 8 July 2021, p. 1.

235 Hindustan Times, Taliban to start issuing passports in 7 Afghanistan provinces: Report, 13 November 2021.

236 Confidential source, 8 July 2021, p. 2; see also Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin
information report on Afghanistan, 24 November 2020 (Dutch only), p.42, 2.2.1. second paragraph.

237 VK Home Office, Country background note Afghanistan, December 2020, p.21, Afghanistan-Background Note-
v1.0(December 2020) (justice.gov).

238 World Bank, Women's access to identification cards can accelerate development in Afghanistan, 5 October 2020.

239 World Bank, Women's access to identification cards can accelerate development in Afghanistan, 5 October 2020.
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the Ministry of Foreign Affairs database and the ANDSF database, as well as from
the database used to update criminal records when crimes were committed. 240

Closure and opening of passport offices

Before the Taliban took power, offices for passport applications and tazkeras were
closed due to measures to combat the coronavirus pandemic.?4! This led to delays in
processing passport applications.?*2 From 29 May 2021, there was a partial
lockdown in Afghanistan, with only essential government workers going to the
office.?43 According to a source, passport offices were also largely closed for a total
of eight weeks. According to this source, certain categories of applicants, such as
government personnel and people who had to travel abroad for medical reasons,
were still served.24* After the Taliban took power, passport offices were temporarily
completely closed.?*> The passport office in Kabul resumed processing passport
applications and issuing passports from 5 October 2021.246 This development was
followed by the reopening of passport offices in seven other provinces (Balkh,
Paktia, Kandahar, Kunduz, Herat, Nangarhar and Khost) from mid-November.24”
However, the activities of these offices and the office in Kabul came to a standstill
from the second half of November due to technical difficulties, according to the
Taliban. From 5 December, activities resumed in these seven provinces and ten
other provinces (Parwan, Kapisa, Logar, Maidan Wardak, Ghazni, Daikundi, Faryab,
Ghor, Nuristan and Badakhshan).24¢ From 6 December, the processing of passport
applications was also resumed in the fourteen remaining provinces (Farah, Nimruz,
Badghis, Paktika, Laghman, Kunar, Takhar, Zabul, Uruzgan, Jowzjan, Samangan,
Baghlan, Bamyan and Panjshir).24° Only the passport offices in Kabul and Helmand
were then still closed.?3° The passport office in Kabul reopened on 19 December.?5!
This led to long queues.?>2 On 23 December 2021 - a day set aside for passport
applications from Taliban fighters — a suicide attack on this passport office was
thwarted.2°3 This led to another closure of passport offices.?>* In the first half of
January 2022, the passport office in Kabul remained closed, but passport offices in
other provinces were open again.?>> According to a source, passports were privately
issued to Taliban supporters in Kabul despite the closure of the passport office
there.236 After this closure of several months, the passport office in Kabul was open
again in the first week of March 2022. Three hundred to five hundred passports

240 Confidential source, 8 July 2021, p.8

Confidential source, 8 July 2021, p.4 together with the supplement. According to the source, most people from

the provinces visited Kabul to receive their passports there.

France24, Afghanistan to start issuing passports again after Taliban takeover, 5 October 2021.

243 OCHA, AFGHANISTAN Strategic Situation Report: COVID-19 No. 100, 1 July 2021.

Confidential source, 8 July 2021, p.8 together with the supplement.

245 TOLO News, Govt, Private Offices Remain Closed in Kabul, 22 August 2021. See also: The New York Times, Under
Taliban Rule, Life in Kabul Transforms Once Again, 24 August 2021.

246 France24, Afghanistan to start issuing passports again after Taliban takeover, 5 October 2021; CNN, Taliban to
resume issuing passports to Afghan citizens, 5 October 2021.

247 The Kabul Times, Passport issuance started in seven more provinces, 16 November 2021.

248 Reporterly, Afghanistan To Resume Passport Services In 17 Provinces After Two Weeks Halt; Reports, 5
December 2021.

249 Reporterly, Afghanistan To Resume Passport Issuance Services In 32 Provinces, Except Kabul & Helmand, 6
December 2021.

250 Reporterly, Afghanistan To Resume Passport Issuance Services In 32 Provinces, Except Kabul & Helmand, 6
December 2021.

251 The Guardian, Crowds flock to Kabul passport office in bid to flee Taliban rule, 20 December 2021.

252 The Guardian, Crowds flock to Kabul passport office in bid to flee Taliban rule, 20 December 2021.

253 Reuters, Suicide bomber killed at Kabul passport office gate, 23 December 2021.

254 Confidential source, 6 January 2022.

255 Republic World, Afghanistan: Taliban Fighters Shoot At Crowds Looking For Passports In Faryab Province, 17

January 2022; ANI, Closure of passport office in Kabul angers people, 9 January 2022.

Confidential source, 25 January 2022.
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were issued per day, according to a source. The office lacked the capacity for the
crowds and there were huge numbers of people in front of the building.?%7

Tazkeras

For information about the tazkera, its validity and the procedures for application and
issue, reference is made to the Afghanistan general country report of November
2020.2°8 The paragraphs below describe the procedure for applying for an Electronic
National Identity Document (E-NID/e-tazkera). Before 15 August 2021 the Afghan
government was in the process of phasing out the paper tazkera. According to TOLO
News, the Taliban planned to issue 80,000 new e-tazkeras by the end of October.2%°
At present, the Taliban does not seem to be deviating from the procedure for
applying for and issuing tazkeras as described in the previous country report. It is
not clear to what extent the new de facto government is able and willing to conduct
thorough verification of source documents and process data appropriately. 260

Transition to e-tazkeras under the Ghani government

Until May 2018, tazkeras were issued in paper form. However, the previous official
message stated that the Afghan government had issued an Electronic National
Identity Document (E-NID/e-tazkera).2%! This had consequences for the issuing and
usability of paper tazkeras. In principle, a tazkera (in whatever form) is issued for
life, does not expire, and is therefore valid indefinitely. Before the Taliban took
power, however, the Afghan government was in the process of limiting the usability
of paper tazkeras. Initially, paper tazkeras continued to exist alongside e-
tazkeras. 262 However, in July 2021, on the basis of information obtained from the
Afghan government, a source stated that the government had switched to only
issuing e-tazkeras. According to this source, paper tazkeras were also no longer
valid for obtaining passports and government jobs.263 Afghan citizens were required
to have an e-tazkera to use government services, be eligible for jobs and pay taxes,
among other things.2%* Through these measures, the Afghan government was trying
to persuade its citizens to apply for an e-tazkera. However, in light of the fast-
deteriorating security situation, it was not possible to establish with certainty that
paper tazkeras were truly no longer being issued and/or accepted anywhere in
Afghanistan.265

Number of Afghans with an e-tazkera

According to information from the NSIA, nearly five-and-a-half million e-tazkeras
had been issued by early July 2021 (out of a population of 39 million people). At
that time, more than 7.5 million applications for an e-tazkera were pending across

257 Confidential source, 7 March 2022.

258 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, 24 November 2020
(Dutch only), 2.11 and 2.12, pp. 42-47.

2% TOLO News, Electronic ID Card Center Reopens in Kabul, 16 October 2021.

260 Confidential source, 2 December 2021.

261 World Bank, Population, total - Afghanistan, 2020. See: Population, total - Afghanistan | Data (worldbank.org),
last accessed 1 September 2021.

262 | andinfo, Afghanistan: Tazkera, passports and other ID documents, p. 12, 2019.

263 Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

264 Confidential source, 8 July 2021,

265 The November 2020 country report stated the following on the basis of information obtained in October 2020: ‘In
addition to the e-tazkera, the Afghan government also still issues paper tazkeras. Afghans, including those living
abroad, may still apply for a paper tazkera. Persons residing outside Kabul as well as abroad who have applied
for an e-tazkera may, if the issuing process is slow, apply for a paper tazkera.’ Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, 24 November 2020 (Dutch only), p. 44, footnote 45.
Confidential source, 8 July 2021..
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Afghanistan.?®® Precise data on the distribution of the issued e-tazkeras across
Afghanistan are not known. According to data consulted by the World Bank, 47% of
e-tazkera holders were female.?” On 18 July 2021, the website Asvaka News
reported that the NSIA had issued e-tazkeras to 260,000 people in Nangarhar.
According to the website, after Kabul the NSIA in Nangarhar had thus provided the
most e-tazkeras. The NSIA was processing hundreds of thousands of applications in
Nangarhar at the time.?%®

Individual and family applications

There were separate procedures for family applications and for individual
applications for e-tazkeras. The head of the family was responsible for a family
application. A woman could act as head of the family if no male head of the family
was alive, or the male head of the family was ill or in a condition that prevented him
from acting in that capacity.?® Establishing the family tree played an important role
in applying for and issuing tazkeras and e-tazkeras.?’® A source stated that a family
application was therefore preferable, as the family tree only had to be established
once.?”* According to this source, the choice of a family application or individual
application influenced the criteria for providing evidence to establish identity.?’?
According to Le Centre d’Excellence sur les Systemes (ESEC), all Afghans were
required to present their birth certificate when applying for their first tazkera or e-
tazkera to confirm their identity. However, because less than half of Afghans were
registered at birth in 2018, applicants could alternatively provide the tazkera (or a
copy of it) of a male relative (preferably the father, or otherwise the brother, uncle
or nephew) to establish their identity.?” In the case of an individual application, the
same documents had to be submitted, in addition to which the applicant’s identity
had to be confirmed by two persons, at least one of whom had to be a government
employee.?’* Copies of the tazkera of the two guarantors had to be submitted
together with the application.?’®> According to the source already cited, individual
applications were therefore not often submitted.?”®

Procedure for applying for and issuing e-tazkeras before the Taliban takeover
Applications for a tazkera had to be submitted to the office of the deputy director-
general (Civil Registry), at NSIA. The procedure consisted of three steps. The
application for an e-tazkera was submitted through the NSIA’s electronic service
centre, the Asan Khedmat, using an online form.?”” However, since the Taliban took
power, this platform is no longer online and applications can therefore no longer be
submitted via this platform.?’

The online form contained questions about:

261

N

Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

World Bank, Women's access to identification cards can accelerate development in Afghanistan, 5 October 2020.
Asvaka news, Large number of e-NID issued in Nangarhar, 21 July 2021, Large number of e-NID issued in
Nangarhar - ASvaka News English (asvakanews.com).

Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

270 Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

272 Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

273 Le Centre d’excellence sur les systémes, Apercu : Des systemes d’enregistrement et de statistiques de I'etat civil
de I’Afghanistan, p. 8, 2020.

Confidential source, 8 July 2021. See also: IRBC, Afghanistan: Requirements and procedures to obtain tazkira
[tazkera], including from abroad; appearance and security features (2017-February 2019), p. 4, 6 February
2019.

275 Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

276 Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

277 Confidential source, 8 July 2021. See: https://nid.nsia.gov.af/.

See: https://www.asan.gov.af/Eng/GenerallnfoAboutUs.aspxt, last accessed 7 January 2021.
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- The applicant;

- The applicant’s family members (single/unmarried applicants were required
to provide information about their parents, while a married man as head of
the family also had to provide information about the family members);

- Permanent and current address;

- Marital status (a married woman wishing to apply for an individual e-tazkera
is no longer required to give her husband’s name); %"

- Level of education.?®

In addition, the applicant was required to add a scan of a paper tazkera already in
his/her possession and his/her civil registration details (book number, page number,
registration number, date of issue), and a scanned photo.?8! If the applicant was not
already in possession of a paper tazkera, he/she was required to include a copy of
the tazkera of a male relative (father, brother, uncle, nephew) and six passport
photos. In this case, the applicant had to submit the application to the department
where his/her family tree was registered. This applied to applicants for both
individual and family applications.?®? After the online form had been submitted, the
above information and supporting documents were stored in the electronic
registration system.

The second step involved entering biometric data (ten fingerprints and an iris
scan)? and other necessary procedures. For this, the applicant was requested to go
in to an NSIA office. After submission of the data under step 1, the applicant
received an automatic electronic form identity number. The applicant was required
to report to the selected NSIA office on the agreed date and time with this number.
There, the NSIA verified the details of the application, new passport photos were
taken and the biometric process was completed. The printed e-tazkera was issued
within fifteen days. According to information from the IRBC, an applicant was
required to visit the centre where tazkeras were issued at an agreed time. There,
the applicant had to confirm receipt of the tazkera by means of a form and check
the data on the tazkera by means of a verification form.?% According to sources, this

procedure was followed in practice by the Taliban before the takeover.?® It is not
clear to what extent this was the case after the takeover.

279 World Bank, Women's access to identification cards can accelerate development in Afghanistan, 5 October 2020.
280 Confidential source, 8 July 2021. See: https://nid.nsia.gov.af/.

281 Confidential source, 8 July 2021. More specifically, the application requires the following information: name of
head of family; applicant’s name; father’s name, grandfather’s name; gender, marital status; date of birth (day,
month, year); mother’s name, mother’s surname and mother tongue; place of birth (province, city, village);
permanent address (province, city, village); current address (province, city, village); contact details, email
address; whether the applicant is a nomad; ethnicity; religion; scan of the paper tazkera; scan of photo. In the
event that the applicant does not have a paper tazkera, he/she must provide a scanned copy of a tazkera of one
relative (father, brother, sister, uncle (father’s brother)), cousin (uncle’s son) and paternal grandfather. In
addition to the mandatory information, the form also has certain parts where a response is optional. These
include information about military service; education; proficiency in foreign and local languages; blood type;
voting place; religious denomination; information about any disabilities; occupation; and second
nationality/citizenship.

IRBC, Afghanistan: Requirements and procedures to obtain tazkira [tazkera], including from abroad; appearance
and security features (2017-February 2019), p.4, 6 February 2019.

283 Landinfo, Afghanistan: Tazkera, passports and other ID documents, p. 12, 2019.

IRBC, Afghanistan: Requirements and procedures to obtain tazkira [tazkera], including from abroad; appearance
and security features (2017-February 2019), p. 3, 6 February 2019.

Confidential source, 8 July 2021, ; For the issuing of paper tazkeras, in practice the procedures followed in the
district capitals could differ from those used in the provincial capitals. See: EASO, Country of Origin Information:
Afghanistan key socio-economic indicators, augustus 2020, p.21; Confidential source, 5 July 2021.
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Information on e-tazkeras

The name of the person concerned as well as that of his/her father and grandfather
are shown on both the e-tazkera and the paper tazkera.?® President Ghani’s
decision of September 2020 to also show the mother’s name on the e-tazkera
turned out to lead to implementation problems. At that time, around a million e-
tazkeras had already been issued. The Ghani government therefore decided to add
the name of the mother to the electronic database, but not to show it on the e-
tazkera.?®’ The holder’s ethnicity was also shown on the e-tazkera. Initially it was
merely stated that the person was Afghan. This became a source of controversy, as
part of the non-Pashtun population equates the term Afghan with Pashtun. For this
reason, the Afghan government decided to also mention the ethnicity of e-tazkera
holders of a different ethnicity on the document.?® The chip on the e-tazkera
contains biometric data information: ten fingerprints and an iris scan.°

Applications from abroad before the Taliban takeover

Applications for an e-tazkera could be submitted electronically from anywhere in the
world. It was not clear which Afghan embassies/consulates were actually able to
issue the e-tazkera before the fall of the Ghani government. The requirements for
applying for an e-tazkera from abroad were the same as for applying in Afghanistan
itself.2°® It is not clear how the Taliban takeover affected applications for and the
issuing of e-tazkeras from abroad. A source said that until a month after the Taliban
took power, the Afghan embassy in Turkey was issuing e-tazkeras which had been
applied for before the fall of Kabul. After that it stopped issuing, however.?!

Passports

Since the reopening of passport offices (see 3.3 for details), the Taliban have
resumed issuing passports. In the first week after the passport office opened in
Kabul in October 2021, 30,000 passports were issued, according to the Taliban.2°2 A
confidential source stated that the passports in question had been applied for before
the fall of the Ghani government.?°3 Alam Gul Haggani, the head of the Passport
Directorate, said in December that passport offices outside Kabul were processing
two to three thousand passport applications per day.2%# It is not clear whether and
to what extent passport applications submitted since the Taliban took power have

286 Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

287 Confidential source, 8 July 2021; Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report
on Afghanistan, 24 November 2020 (Dutch only), pp.44 and 45.

Confidential source, 8 July 2021, p.7 together with the supplement. This ethnicity information is not just about
the fourteen ethnic groups as stated in the constitution. In March 2021, the NSIA proposed to mention the
ethnicity of other groups as well. In total, there are 71 groups, namely: Pashtun, Tajik, Hazara, Uzbek, Turkmen,
Baloch, Pashai, Aimaq, Nuristani, Arab, Qerghez, Qazalbash, Gujar, Barahvi, Hindu, Sikh, Sadat, Urmar, Prachi,
Kurd, Jugi, Shakhelan, Shaykh Muhammad Rohani, Gwar, Khalili, Pamiri, Munjani, Sanglichi, Eshkashimi,
Roshnayee, Wakhani, Shaghnani, Turk, Qurluq, Tatar, Mughul, Sakayee, Dawlat Khani, Taimani, Al-Beg, Qazaq,
Sajani, Ghaznawyan, Qushkhanyan, Bayat, Neemagq, Nekpi, Kuhgdari, Daymirak, Mirseeda, Jamshedyan,
Afsharyan, Tahiryan, Saljuqgi, Temoryan, Barlas-Arlat, Elkhani, Yaftali, Laqyan, Kawi, Quzi, Abka, Jaghtayee,
Gara-yee, Karam Ali, Shaykh Ali, Orta Balaqgi, Oyghor, Baburyan, Forumli; Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020 (Dutch only), pp.44 and 45; UK
Home Office, p.27, Country background note Afghanistan, December 2020, p.

Landinfo, Afghanistan: Tazkera, passports and other ID documents, p. 12, 2019.

Confidential source, 8 July 2021. The source reported that the Afghan government had stated that applications
for e-tazkeras are accepted and processed by the Afghan embassies in Iran, the UAE and Germany. However,
when this was checked, it appeared that it was only true for Iran and the UAE.

291 Confidential source, 1 December 2021.

292 TOLO News, 30,000 Passports Issued Since Office Reopened, 13 October 2021.

293 Confidential source, 2 December 2021.

Reuters, Kabul passport office head urges patience as anxious crowds keep gathering, 13 December 2021.

288
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also resulted in the issuing of new passports.?°> According to the US, the Taliban
were ‘surprisingly cooperative’ in issuing passports to individuals eligible for
evacuation.??® The Taliban themselves stated that everyone has the right to a
passport/travel document.2°” A source said it is not implausible that the Taliban
have issued passports to individuals who applied for a passport after 15 August
2021.2°8 This source also stated that the Taliban had announced that they would
prioritise the processing of passport applications from individuals who had paid the
passport application fees in advance. In addition, sources stated that the Taliban
were not imposing any restrictions on the issuing of passports. This also applied to
the issuing of passports to women. At the passport office in Kabul, there was a
separate queue for female applicants, and the Taliban also called on female staff at
passport offices to return to work to process applications from women.2°°

The following sections describe the passport application procedure before the
Taliban takeover. The Taliban have reportedly adhered to this procedure.

Passport-issuing authorities

Before the Taliban took power, within Afghanistan passport applications could be
submitted to the passport directorate in Kabul and to the passport departments in
the 33 other provinces of Afghanistan.3%° Both the passport departments and the
passport directorate fell under the Ministry of the Interior. Since the Taliban took
power, these offices have gradually resumed processing passport applications (see
3.3 for details).

Passport application procedure

To obtain a passport, an applicant had to apply to the passport directorate in Kabul
or to the passport departments in the 33 other provinces of Afghanistan. A passport
application consisted of several steps. To apply for a passport, the applicant had to
present an expired passport or a tazkera to establish his or her identity. If an
applicant had neither of these, he or she first had to apply for a tazkera before
starting a passport application.3%! During the first step of the application, the
applicant had to have his or her tazkera verified, submit four passport photos3®? and
pay the passport application fee. After payment, the applicant received a receipt.
With this, he or she had to go to the passport office in order to complete the entry
process for biometric and other data. The applicant was then given a slip with the
date on which the passport would be issued and other information about his or her
passport.3%

In Kabul, the first step could be taken online using the electronic service centre,
Asan Khedmat. Applications from other provinces could not be submitted online.
However, the requirements were the same.3% Since applications for both e-tazkeras
and passports involved providing biometric data (fingerprint, iris and photo), it was

295 Confidential source, 2 December 2021; Sweden Migrationsverket, Information regarding the situation in
Afghanistan, 7 December 2021.

2% The Washington Post, As evacuations from Afghanistan slow to a trickle, some ‘at risk’ allies may face long road
to the United States, 12 December.

297 The Independent, Every Afghan citizen has right to a passport, says Taliban official, 21 October 2021.

2% Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

299 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

300 Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

301 | andinfo, Afghanistan: Tazkera, passports and other ID documents, p. 14, 2019.

302 | andinfo, Afghanistan: Tazkera, passports and other ID documents, p. 14, 2019.

303 Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

304 Confidential source, 8 July 2021. The source said there were indications that the Ministry of the Interior and
Ministry of Foreign Affairs databases are not interconnected and that it is possible for one person to get a
passport from the Ministry of the Interior and another from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs outside Afghanistan.
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necessary for applicants to be present in person after submitting the form.
Regarding the receipt of a passport or tazkera, the applicant him or herself, or the
head of the family, brother, sister or paternal uncle could collect the document. The
official who handed over the document had to check the e-tazkera of the person
who came to collect the passport by checking whether there was a match between
the name of the father or grandfather and other details. Husbands and wives were
allowed to collect each other’s documents, provided they could present a valid
marriage certificate. 30

Passport application procedure from abroad

Before the fall of the Ghani government, Afghans could also apply for passports from
abroad through Afghan embassies and consulates. Previously, the completed
application form, together with scans of the tazkera and, in some cases, the
residence card/permit, was sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kabul. Passports
were printed there and returned to the relevant diplomatic mission by diplomatic
post.3% The General Consulate of Afghanistan in Bonn took over this task from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for passport applications from other European countries
such as Norway, according to Landinfo (the Norwegian Country of Origin Information
Centre) information from 2019.397

According to Afghan News Agency Pajhwok, the Afghan diplomatic mission in Bonn
has renewed the passports of Afghans in Europe through the use of unique stickers
since the Taliban took power. On 10 January 2022, the Bonn mission sent a letter to
other Afghan embassies in Europe, stating that it had set up a passport renewal
system that uses ‘security signs’ that can be read by airport scanners and that
meets international standards.3% According to this letter, some Afghan embassies in
Europe had, on their own initiative - i.e. without coordination with Bonn - renewed
passports using stickers without serial numbers. However, an anonymous Afghan
diplomat interviewed by Pajhwok stated that all stickers were being printed in Bonn
for the time being and that the letter was a warning to embassies that planned to
print stickers themselves, or that had ‘renewed’ passports on their own initiative by
writing in them.3% A source said that since the Taliban took power, the embassy in
Turkey has renewed existing passports for five years by applying a sticker with a
barcode to them.310 This source made no mention of coordination with the consulate
in Bonn. The Afghan embassy in The Hague stated on its website in March 2022 that
it would not issue new passports, but that it would renew existing passports for a
period of five years in return for payment of 120 euros in normal cases and 150
euros in emergencies, 31!

According to a representative of the Afghan Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Afghan
consulates in Poland and Turkey have tried without success to print ‘white passport
booklets’.312 According to a Taliban spokesman speaking on behalf of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, it was illegal to print or renew passports using stickers without
coordination with the ministry.313

305 Confidential source, 8 July 2021. In the event of serious illness or injury, the hospital where the sick or injured
person is admitted will issue a letter to the passport office and the collection of biometric data for the patient will
be arranged at the hospital.

306 Confidential source, 8 July 2021.

307 LandInfo, Afghanistan: Tazkera, passports and other ID documents, p. 16, 2019.

3% pajhwok, Some Afghan embassies use illegal stickers to renew passports, 30 January 2022.

309 pajhwok, Some Afghan embassies use illegal stickers to renew passports, 30 January 2022.

310 Confidential source, 1 December 2021

311 Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan - The Hague, The Netherlands, Passport Extension, undated, last
accessed 4 March 2022.

312 pajhwok, Some Afghan embassies use illegal stickers to renew passports, 30 January 2022.

313 pajhwok, Some Afghan embassies use illegal stickers to renew passports, 30 January 2022.
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Applications by minors

As indicated in the country report of November 2020, women and/or children ceased
to be added to the passport of their husband or father about ten years ago.
Previously, children were added to their mother’s passport. Nowadays every
individual is issued with his or her own passport.3

In principle, minors cannot independently apply for an e-tazkera or passport. The
age limit for independently applying for a tazkera and/or passport is eighteen. If a
minor needs a tazkera and/or passport, a guardian must accompany him/her during
the application. In this case, guardian means the father, an uncle (on the father’s
side) or the grandfather. In some cases, the documents of an adult brother are also
accepted. If none of these are alive or present, the mother may accompany a minor
to obtain a passport. She will have to submit a marriage certificate to prove her
relationship to the minor. If a marriage certificate is also not available, the passport
office will send a letter to the applicant, on which the local representative (wakil-e
gozar3'>) must confirm that the father is dead and that the woman accompanying
the minor is his or her mother.316

Document fraud and corruption

According to a confidential source, forging of document by criminals was common in
Afghanistan before the Taliban took power.3'” SIGAR stated in February 2021 that
paper tazkeras were among the documents that were easy to forge.3!® There was
also a high level of corruption in connection with the issuing of documents under the
Ghani government. According to a former Afghan diplomat, people were forced to
bribe officials when applying for virtually any identity document. According to The
Economist, the bribe for a passport rose to thousands of dollars in the weeks leading
up to the Taliban takeover.3'®

After the Taliban took power, the forging of documents by third parties and corrupt
practices in the handling of document applications by officials continued. In
September, the Taliban arrested a number of individuals who sold forged passports
for a thousand dollars each.3?° Pajhwok reported in September that despite the
closure of passport offices, passports were being issued for payments of USD
1,600.3%! Afghan citizens stated in November 2021 that passport office employees
were still guilty of corruption, demanding amounts of between USD 700 and USD
800 in exchange for the issuing of a passport.3*? In November 2021, the de facto
Ministry of the Interior arrested dozens of individuals, including employees of the

31

iy

Confidential source, 8 July 2021; Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report
on Afghanistan, 24 November 2020 (Dutch only), p.48.

Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, 24 November 2020
(Dutch only), p.45, footnote 253. Wakil-e gozars (district/neighbourhood representatives) in Afghanistan act as
intermediaries between the government and local communities for a range of activities and services for which a
certificate or statement is required. These certificates are related to people’s personal status.

316 Confidential source, 8 July 2021,.

317 Confidential source, 2 December 2021.

318 SIGAR, Elections: lessons from the US experience in Afghanistan, February 2021, p.63.

The Economist, The Afghan government was undone by its own corruption, 28 August 2021.

320 pajhwok, Several touts selling fake passports arrested, 18 September 2021.

321 pajhwok, Afghan passports up for grabs in black market, 17 September 2021.

322 TOLO News, Applicants Accuse Passport Office of Corruption, 4 November 2021.

315
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Passport Directorate, for forging passports.3?* A source confirmed in December 2021
that there were still corrupt practices in connection with the issuing of passports.32*

Threatening letters before the Taliban takeover

For information on the use of alleged threatening letters by the Taliban before it
took power, see the general country report of November 2020.32° There were no
new developments in this area between the publication of the previous country
report and the Taliban takeover. After the Taliban took power, there were several
reports of individuals receiving threatening letters. 326 It was not possible to obtain
information about the authenticity of these letters. In November 2021, the Taliban
stated that they had arrested dozens of people, including on suspicion of selling
forged threatening letters from the Taliban.3%’

Issuance of documents by the Afghan police before the Taliban takeover

The rumours about the issuing of letters by the Afghan police before the Taliban
took power stating that they were unable to protect civilians against threats by the
Taliban were regarded as implausible. A source said that the Afghan authorities
would not make it known that they were powerless in the face of Taliban threats and
would be unable to protect civilians. This would bring the police into disrepute,
according to this source.3%®

Nationality legislation

Up to the seizure of power by the Taliban, there were no changes to the information
on nationality legislation provided in the November 2020 country report.3?°

323 Salam Watander, Over 50 people arrested on charges of forging passports, 16 November 2021; Pajhwok, 60 fake
passport-makers, middlemen arrested: Mol, 16 November 2021.

324 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

325 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, 24 November 2020
(Dutch only), pp.48 and 49.

326 ANP, Knapen heeft zorgen over Afghanistan en gebrek aan informatie, 4 October 2021; Trouw, Tussen de
bedreigingen door vechten Afghaanse journalistes voor het vrije woord, 10 February 2022.

327 Salam Watander, Over 50 people arrested on charges of forging passports, 16 November 2021.

328 Confidential source, 8 July 2021. The source reports that since it was announced that the US and NATO would be
withdrawing from Afghanistan, lists of people named as targets have appeared on the Internet. As far as is
known, none of the people mentioned on these lists has actually been the target of an attack. Some of the people
on the lists managed to obtain a foreign visa and leave Afghanistan.

329 Confidential source, 8 July 2021; Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report
on Afghanistan, 24 November 2020 (Dutch only), p.49.

Pagina 41 of 226



4.1

4.1.1

Human rights

This chapter provides insight into the human rights situation of specific groups in
Afghanistan before and after the takeover by the Taliban. With regard to the
situation before 15 August 2021, this chapter describes - where possible - the
situation of these groups in areas still under government control and areas already
under Taliban control. With regard to the situation after 15 August 2021, this
chapter mainly looks at whether and to what extent the change of power has
affected the situation of different groups. It should be noted here that the current
situation in Afghanistan is uncertain, that there are many conflicting descriptions of
activities by the Taliban and other actors in Afghanistan and that reliable
information, especially about the situation outside Kabul, is limited.33°

Position of specific groups

Targeted violence against individuals - overview

From the beginning of the peace negotiations between the Taliban and the Afghan
government, there was a sharp increase in targeted attacks on Afghan individuals
for which responsibility was not claimed.33! In 2020, at least 136 civilians (including
civil servants, journalists and human rights activists) and 168 military personnel
died in targeted attacks, according to The New York Times.332 According to the
AIHRC, there was a 117% increase in targeted attacks on civilians in 2020
compared to 2019.333 UNAMA observed that during the first six months of 2021,
targeted attacks on civilians continued at the same high level as in 2020, resulting
in approximately 403 fatalities and 338 non-fatal casualties.33* Most attacks of this
type in 2020 and the first half of 2021 were not claimed, except for a few incidents
for which ISKP stated that it was responsible.33> Based on information from sources,
the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team estimated in a report to the
UN Security Council in May 2021 that the Taliban were responsible for 85% of the
targeted attacks on government employees, military personnel, activists, healthcare
workers, journalists, judges, prosecutors, religious leaders, intellectuals and
prominent Afghan women.33¢ Taliban leaders claimed that the Afghan secret service
was behind the attacks, with the aim of blackening the Taliban’s reputation.337 There
were also actors outside the Taliban who believed that other armed groups, 338

330 EASO, Country Guidance Note Afghanistan 2021: General Remarks, November 2021.

331 The New York Times, Targeted Killings Are Terrorizing Afghans. And No One Is Claiming Them., 2 January 2021.

332 The New York Times, Targeted Killings Are Terrorizing Afghans. And No One Is Claiming Them., 2 January 2021.

333 The New York Times, Afghan War Casualty Report: January 2021, 7 January 2021.

334 UNAMA, Afghanistan 2021 Midyear Update on Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, p. 2, 26 July 2021. A US
embassy document in Kabul quoted by Reuters identified at least 152 individuals who died as a result of targeted
attacks between December 2020 and July 2021. Reuters, Cowering in the bathroom: Some Afghans dread the
Taliban knock at the door, 20 August 2021.

335 RFE/RL, Female Afghan Anchor Killed In Kabul Blast, 5 June 2021; Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban
Target Journalists, Women in Media, 1 April 2021; The New York Times, They Were Journalists, and Women, and
Targeted for Both, 5 March 2021.

336 UN Security Council, Letter dated 20 May 2021 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee established
pursuant to resolution 1988 (2011) addressed to the President of the Security Council, p. 11, 1 June 2021.

337 The Washington Post, Amid US pullout, Taliban issue threat to Afghan journalists, 5 May 2021; The Guardian,
Taliban denies targeting media after 50th journalist dies in Afghanistan, 3 December 2020; ABC News, New
killings deepen Afghan journalists' assassination fears, 3 March 2020.

338 The New York Times, Targeted Killings Are Terrorizing Afghans. And No One Is Claiming Them., 2 January 2021;
NPR, Amid A Wave Of Targeted Killings In Afghanistan, She's No. 11 On A Murder List, 21 March 2021.
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including groups with links to the government,33° were responsible for some attacks
on ‘unwelcome’ journalists and human rights activists.34° In addition, sources stated
that in Afghanistan there is always a possibility that a targeted attack attributed to
insurgent groups is the result of blood feuds or other forms of rivalry between
individuals, families or tribal groups (see 4.1.14 on blood feuds and honour killings).
The response of the Afghan government to these attacks was perceived as
inadequate by human rights organisations.3* Human Rights Watch argued that
criminal investigations were lagging behind because the government feared that
such investigations would pick up information about crimes committed by parties
with ties to the government.34? There were some exceptions to this passivity. The
head of the Afghan security service informed parliament in late 2020 that 270
Taliban members of the Obaida Karwan unit had been arrested on suspicion of
involvement in attacks against civilians.343 In April 2021, eleven Taliban fighters
were arrested on suspicion of involvement in attacks against journalists. 344

Immediately after the Taliban took power, there were reports of individuals being
subjected to house searches by the Taliban.3*> These included civil servants,
Afghans who had worked with foreign military missions and international
organisations, journalists, human rights defenders and women's rights advocates. 346
Individual incidents could not be independently verified in the context of the
research for this country report. When the actual targets were absent, family
members were sometimes subjected to violence or even killed, according to
international media (see 4.1.1.2 for details).3*” Exact figures for the number of
house searches during the first weeks of the new regime are not known. The
director of RHIPTO Norwegian Center for Global Analyses, an agency that was
gathering intelligence for the UN, said that in August 2021 a large number of
individuals were targeted in this way.38 In the months that followed, the number of
such searches decreased sharply among certain categories of persons such as UN
staff and officials without links to the security apparatus.34® At the same time, there
were reports of dozens of cases of reprisals against other groups of individuals,
especially ANDSF personnel, groups and individuals who had refused to lay down
their arms and ISKP supporters.3>° Human Rights Watch and UNAMA noted credible
allegations in late 2021 concerning at least a hundred targeted attacks on
individuals during the first three to four months of the new Taliban regime. The
victims were mainly former military personnel. The majority of these attacks could

339 ABC News, New killings deepen Afghan journalists' assassination fears, 3 March 2020; VOA News, HRW: Targeted
Killings Aimed at Keeping Afghan Women from Public Life, 16 March 2021; Reuters, Afghanistan's press freedom
is threatened. Meet the young journalists fighting for it, 13 April 2021.

340 ABC News, New killings deepen Afghan journalists' assassination fears, 3 March 2020; The New York Times,
Targeted Killings Are Terrorizing Afghans. And No One Is Claiming Them., 2 January 2021; Reuters, Afghanistan's
press freedom is threatened. Meet the young journalists fighting for it, 13 April 2021.

341 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Authorities must protect journalists and journalism amid spiralling violence,
3 May 2021; Afghan Journalists Safety Committee, Annual Report 2020, p. 9, 2021; Afghanistan: Joint call for an
immediate end to attacks against human rights defenders and need for protection and accountability, 19 May
2021; UNAMA, Fighting Corruption In Afghanistan Stepping Up Transparency, Integrity And Accountability, p. 8,
August 2021.

342 VOA News, HRW: Targeted Killings Aimed at Keeping Afghan Women from Public Life, 16 March 2021.

343 The New York Times, Targeted Killings Are Terrorizing Afghans. And No One Is Claiming Them., 2 January 2021.

344 TOLO News, 11 Suspects Arrested over Bombings, Murder of Journalist, 7 April 2021; International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ), Afghanistan: 11 Taliban members arrested in connection with journalist killing, 11 April 2021.

345 UNAMA, SRSG Lyons Briefing to the UNSCc on the situation in Afghanistan, 17 November 2021.

346 Al Jazeera, Taliban conducting ‘targeted door-to-door visits”: UN document, 20 August 2021; BBC, Afghanistan:
Taliban carrying out door-to-door manhunt, report says, 20 August 2021.

347 NPR, At-Risk Afghans Who Fear The Taliban Hunker Down And Wait To Leave, 24 August 2021.

348 BBC, Afghanistan: Taliban carrying out door-to-door manhunt, report says, 20 August 2021.

349 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

350 AAN, The Moment in Between: After the Americans, before the new regime, 1 September 2021; The Washington
Post, Taliban sends hundreds of fighters to eastern Afghanistan to wage war against Islamic State, 22 November
2021; Confidential source, 1 December 2021.
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be attributed to Taliban supporters (for more details, see 2.2.2.2).3°1 However,
several sources expressed fears that at this uncertain time, individuals who held a
grudge against persons with actual or presumed risk profiles for reprisals by the
Taliban would take the opportunity to settle past feuds. These sources claimed that
in the circumstances such individuals expected to be able to get away with doing so
easily.3°2

In February 2022, the Taliban resumed house searches in Kabul and other provinces
‘on a large scale’.3>3 According to the Taliban, these searches were aimed at
countering criminal activities and recovering government property, including
weapons.3>* According to a statement from the Taliban, the first few days of the
house searches led to the arrest of six ISKP supporters, nine kidnappers and 53
criminals.3>> One source indicated that house searches began in districts with the
highest crime rates, regardless of the ethnicity of the residents.3>¢ However,
according to The New York Times, these searches mainly took place in areas of
Kabul where ethnic minorities live, especially Tajiks, who are thought to be hostile to
the new rulers.3%7

Women as targets of attacks

Many of the attacks before 15 August targeted female professionals in various
sectors such as the media, the judiciary and the civil service. At the end of 2020,
activist Freshta Kohistani (December 2020) and TV presenter Malala Maiwand
(December 2020) died as a result of targeted attacks. According to UNAMA, in the
first half of 2021 four female civilians were killed and 25 were injured in 39 targeted
attacks; a woman was the primary target of the attack in eighteen cases.3>8 On the
basis of information from other sources, six women appear to have died from
targeted violence during this period. Those killed were two female Supreme Court
judges (January 2021),3>° three female media workers who translated foreign
programmes (March 2021), and news anchor Mina Khairi (June 2021).3%° There
were also several targeted attacks on female police officers during this period. 36!
ISKP claimed responsibility for the majority of attacks on female professionals.
According to The New York Times, women were targeted not necessarily because of
the nature of their work or reporting, but primarily because they were active in the

351 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021; AFP, Afghanistan: I'ONU accuse les talibans d'au moins 72
exécutions extrajudiciaires, 14 December 2021; OHCHR, Oral update on the situation of human rights in
Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021.

352 Confidential source, 3 December 2021; Confidential source, 25 November 2021; De Correspondent, Afghanistan-
kenner Bette Dam over de Taliban van nu, waarom ze weer aan de macht zijn, en hoe de wereld zich tot hen kan
verhouden, 23 August 2021; Business Insider, A murder, a warning, and now Afghans worry that they could be
next, 19 November 2021; TRT World, The Taliban seeks ‘no revenge’ but why do ‘credible’ reports say
otherwise?, 21 December 2021. See also: The Danish Immigration Service, Afghanistan Recent events, p. 23,
December 2021.

353 The New York Times, Taliban Search Operation Echoes Resented U.S. Tactics, 4 March 2022; Reuters, Taliban
begin house searches, sparking fear, diplomatic criticism, 28 February 2022.

354 Reuters, Taliban begin house searches, sparking fear, diplomatic criticism, 28 February 2022.

355 France 24, Taliban staging massive house-to-house sweep across Kabul, 27 February 2022.

3% Confidential source, 1 March 2022.

357 The New York Times, Taliban Search Operation Echoes Resented U.S. Tactics, 4 March 2022.

3% UNAMA, Afghanistan 2021 Midyear Update on Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, p. 4, 26 July 2021. The
women were targeted for the following reasons: (1) professional activities (ANP officers, prison guards, judges,
media workers); (2) accusations of aiding the government or ANSF or spying for ANSF; (3) Taliban accusations of
immoral behaviour/adultery.

3% FIDH, Afghanistan: Urgent action needed to protect women rights defenders, 14 April 2021.

360 RFE/RL, Female Afghan Anchor Killed In Kabul Blast, 5 June 2021; Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban
Target Journalists, Women in Media, 1 April 2021.

361 AP, Afghan policewoman hurt, husband dies in targeted attack, 7 March 2021; RFE/RL, Afghan Policewoman
Killed On Way To Work Amid Targeted Killing Rise, 1 April 2021. Reuters, Afghan woman shot, blinded, for
getting a job, 10 November 2020.
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public sphere and hence violating conservative norms regarding the status of Afghan
women. 362

Since the Taliban took power, there have been at least two reports of attacks on
female professionals. In early September 2021, a pregnant female police officer was
killed in an attack attributed to the Taliban.363 In early November 2021, a female
activist and three other women were killed in an attack in Mazar-i-Sharif.3%4 In
January 2022, the Taliban were accused of detaining two female activists and two
sisters of one of these activists, after the activists had participated in protests in
Kabul.36> The Taliban denied responsibility for the arrests, according to France 24.3%6
On 13 February 2022, the BBC reported that the women had been released.367 In
February 2022, a female comedian and aid worker, Nadima, went missing.
According to RFE/RL, she was released from detention by the Taliban after 24

days. 38 Due to fear of reprisals by the Taliban and other groups such as criminals,
in-laws or ex-in-laws, some female professionals who have not been able to flee
Afghanistan are in hiding with friends and family, or in shelters specially created for
this purpose.39?

Violence against relatives of targets

Before 15 August 2021, there was targeted violence against individuals in which
family members died as collateral damage, or as a result of targeted violence
against them. In 2020, the father of a female Afghan mayor was murdered.370 After
journalist Bismillah Adel Aimaq was murdered on 1 January 2021, unknown
individuals carried out an attack on his father, cousin and sister on 26 January 2021.
Two other family members were abducted.37! In April 2021, the son of a tribal
leader was killed in Uruzgan by a car bomb attached to the son’s car.372 In
Kandahar, two sons of provincial councillor Fida Mohammad were killed in the mass
executions at Spin Boldak in July 2021 (see 1.4.1 under the description of
developments in Kandahar).373 According to Amnesty International, there were also
incidents in which explosives were delivered to the homes of human rights activists,
as a result of which both activists and their families felt extremely vulnerable.374 In
many cases, relatives died because they were near the target of an attack. For
example, in the shooting of activist Freshta Kohistani, her brother was also killed.37>
In the attack on the newsreader Mina Khairi, her mother was also killed and her
sister was seriously injured.376

362 The New York Times, They Were Journalists, and Women, and Targeted for Both, 5 March 2021.

363 CNN, Taliban accused of murdering pregnant Afghan policewoman in front of her family, 6 September 2021.

364 France24, Four women slain in Afghanistan after phone call ‘to join evacuation flight’, 6 November 2021; ABC
News, In Afghanistan, women's rights activists feared for their lives, now they are disappearing, 21 November
2021.

365 ANI, Taliban detain Afghan women activist, her sisters over staging protest in Kabul, 21 January 2022; VOA,

Rights Groups: Taliban Arrest 4 Afghan Women at Homes, 20 January 2022.

France24, Afghan women rally at Taliban approved protest, 26 January 2022.

367 BBC, Afghan woman activist released after arrest in January, 13 February 2022. See also: Al Jazeera, Missing
Afghan women activists released: UN, 13 February 2022.

368 RFE/RL, Afghan-Canadian Aid Worker Reappears After Weeks In Taliban Detention.

369 Confidential source, 19 November 2021; The Wall Street Journal, Afghanistan’s Former Female Troops, Once
Hailed by the West, Fear for Their Lives, 28 December 2021.

370 Tt is not clear whether this happened because he himself was part of the security apparatus or because he was
the father of a (female) mayor. The New York Times, An Afghan Mayor Expected to Die. Instead, She Lost Her
Father., 12 November 2020.

371 OMCT, Afghanistan: Attacks on civil society and human rights defenders intensify, 4 March 2021.

372 The New York Times, Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2021, 30 April 2021.

373 TOLO News, Sources Allege 100 Civilians Killed After Fall of Spin Boldak, 22 July 2021.

374 Amnesty International, Spike In Violent Attacks On Human Rights Defenders, 16 March 2021.

375 India Today, Afghan women's rights activist Freshta Kohistani, brother shot dead, 26 December 2020.

376 RFE/RL, Female Afghan Anchor Killed In Kabul Blast, 5 June 2021.
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Several sources reported that after the fall of Kabul, the Taliban used intimidation
and violence (sometimes lethal violence) during house searches of relatives of the
individuals who were the actual targets of reprisals.377 According to a confidential UN
document quoted by the BBC, the Taliban informed individuals on the death list that
if they did not come out from hiding, their relatives would be the victims of
violence.378 Deutsche Welle (DW) reported in August 2021 that when the house of
one of the Afghan journalists who worked for DW was searched, the Taliban had
killed a relative of the journalist, according to The Guardian.37°

Several months after the takeover, family members of ANSDF military personnel in
particular were still being subjected to frequent intimidation and violence, according
to Human Rights Watch.38% This was also true of the families of interpreters who had
worked for the US military or other foreign forces, according to a confidential
source.38! However, there are no known figures on the scale of threats to relatives
of these actors. On 11 February, an attack on former commander Mohammad Khan
led to the deaths of his wife, son and security guard. The Taliban denied
responsibility and claimed that a blood feud was involved. Khan - who survived the
attack - denied this.382

Relatives of individuals with different risk profiles were the victims of threats on a
smaller scale. Nada Al-Nashif, the UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights,
stated in December 2021 that family members of human rights defenders were
‘sometimes’ subjected to threats and intimidation.383 At least two sources reported
threats to relatives of judges.38* As stated in 4.1.1.1, violent retaliation against and
the kidnapping of female activists was combined with (sometimes deadly) violence
against female friends or relatives who were near the actual target.38>

The following sections describe in more detail targeted violence against specific
categories of individuals.

Targeted attacks on government personnel

Representatives of the Afghan government were one of the primary targets of
attacks by the Taliban before the fall of Kabul. UNAMA recorded 101 violent
incidents in 2020 that were aimed directly at officials and the judiciary:

- 29 incidents targeting representatives of the judiciary (judges, prosecutors,
support staff), leaving 27 dead and 17 injured;
- 72 incidents targeting government officials and/or buildings, leaving 119

377 Reuters, Cowering in the bathroom: Some Afghans dread the Taliban knock at the door, 20 August 2021.

378 BBC, Afghanistan: Taliban carrying out door-to-door manhunt, report says, 20 August 2021.

37% The Guardian, Afghanistan reports of torture and killing contradict Taliban’s promises, 21 August 2021.

380 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in

Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021. Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

Confidential source, 30 December 2021. See also: France 24, Taliban summon Afghan interpreters who worked

for Dutch, threaten families, 5 October 2021;

382 International Crisis Group, Crisis Watch, February 2022.

383 OHCHR, Oral update on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy
High Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021.

384 IAJ & IAWJ, Joint IAJ and IAWJ Statement on the Current Situation in Afghanistan, 22 September 2021; Business
Insider, Hunted by the Taliban, Afghanistan’s former judges are disguising themselves and going underground. ‘I
have a lot of enemies right now,’ said one., 2 October 2021.

385 France24, Four women slain in Afghanistan after phone call ‘to join evacuation flight’, 6 November 2021; ABC
News, In Afghanistan, women's rights activists feared for their lives, now they are disappearing, 21 November
2021.

385 ANI, Taliban detain Afghan women activist, her sisters over staging protest in Kabul, 21 January 2022; VOA,
Rights Groups: Taliban Arrest 4 Afghan Women at Homes, 20 January 2022.
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dead and 359 injured.386

These attacks continued into the first half of 2021. The monthly ‘Afghan War
Casualty Reports’ in The New York Times listed dozens of targeted attacks on
officials and magistrates during this period.387 After the Taliban took power, targeted
violence by the Taliban and other actors against persons working for the
government under the Ghani administration continued. This violence was mainly
directed against former ANDSF personnel (for more details, see 4.1.2.3).388

Targeted attacks on education and healthcare facilities and staff

UNAMA also documented a large humber of attacks on hospitals and healthcare
workers in 2020 and 2021. In 2020, 54 incidents took place, resulting in 34
fatalities. 38 According to the NGO Safeguarding Health in Conflict, nineteen
healthcare workers were killed in Afghanistan in 2020 as a result of conflict-related
violence, including targeted attacks.39° In the first half of 2021, according to
UNAMA, 28 incidents took place in which healthcare facilities or workers were the
direct targets. Twelve people were killed and thirteen injured.3°! Educational
institutions and teaching staff were also the target of direct attacks before the fall of
Kabul. There were 25 incidents involving 53 fatalities in 2020,392 and 16 incidents393
in the first half of 2021 (for more information on attacks on schools, see 4.1.12).39¢

There were several attacks on hospitals and healthcare workers after the Taliban
took power. In October 2021, there was an ISKP attack on the military hospital in
Kabul (see 2.2.2 for details). At the end of February 2022, unknown perpetrators
killed eight polio vaccination workers in four attacks in the provinces of Takhar and
Kunduz (see 4.1.6.4).3% There was also violence against individual doctors. The
motives behind this violence are unclear. Dr Mohamed Nader Alemi from Mazar-i-
Sharif was abducted and then murdered by unknown actors despite his family
paying the demanded ransom to the perpetrators.3°6 In late November 2021,
Taliban fighters in Herat killed Dr Amruddin Noori when he failed to stop at a
checkpoint for reasons that are unclear.3%7 No detailed information about this
incident was available and there were no indications that it was a targeted attack on
Noori in his capacity as a doctor.

The Taliban generally seemed willing to offer protection for humanitarian activities,
including healthcare. According to Deborah Lyons, the head of UNAMA and the UN
Secretary General’s Special Envoy to Afghanistan, the Taliban were providing
security to UN missions across the country and providing broad access for
humanitarian activities, including those carried out by female workers.39 A doctor
from Doctors Without Borders confirmed in late November 2021 that working

38 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict Annual Report 2020, pp. 53-55, February 2021.
See for example: Reuters, Five killed in Kabul as attacks increasingly target civilians, 9 February 2021.

387 For all reports, see: The Afghan War Casualty Report - The New York Times (nytimes.com)

388 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021; AFP, Afghanistan: I'ONU accuse les talibans d'au moins 72
exécutions extrajudiciaires, 14 December 2021; OHCHR, Oral update on the situation of human rights in
Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021.

389 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict Annual Report 2020, pp. 54-55, February 2021.

3% safeguarding Health in Conflict, No respite: Violence against Health Care in Conflict - 2020, p. 21, May 2021.

391 UNAMA, Afghanistan 2021 Midyear Update on Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, p. 11, 26 July 2021.

392 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict Annual Report 2020, pp. 54-55, February 2021.

393 UNAMA has not yet provided any information about the number of deaths and injuries caused by these incidents.

39 UNAMA, Afghanistan 2021 Midyear Update on Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, p. 11, 26 July 2021.

395 United Nations, UN condemns brutal killing of eight polio workers in Afghanistan, 24 February 2022.

3% Republic World, Afghanistan: Prominent Psychiatrist Found Dead Two Months After Getting Abducted, 22
November 2021; ABC News, Prominent Afghan doctor kidnapped, killed in northern city, 20 November 2021.

397 Khaama Press, Armed Taliban men kill a young physician in the western Herat province, 27 November 2021.

3% UNAMA, SRSG Lyons briefing to the UNSC on the situation in Afghanistan, 17 November 2021.
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relations with the Taliban (in the province of Khost) were good.3°° There are ‘some
successes’ of continuity of midwife services*%?, according to the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations agency for family planning and
healthcare for mothers and children. 40!

There have been no reports of targeted attacks on schools or teaching staff since
the Taliban took power. However, two professors — prominent critics of the Taliban -
were arrested and temporarily detained by the Taliban (see 4.2.2 for details). Eight
children died in an explosion of an unexploded ordnance left outside a school in
Nangarhar province. Four people were also injured. 402

Targeted attacks on the judiciary

Officials of the judiciary were a prime target of Taliban violence before 15 August
2021. In 2020, there were 29 violent incidents targeting representatives of the
judiciary. In January 2021, unknown actors killed two female Supreme Court
justices. 403

After the Taliban took power, international media reports revealed that officials of
the judiciary feared reprisals from released prisoners they had previously helped to
convict. These might be both released Taliban fighters and criminals.4%* Female
officials of the judiciary expressed fear of reprisals from perpetrators of violence
against women whom they had helped to convict.4%5 The sources consulted did not
give any concrete examples of lethal violence against this group, but some of these
women were in hiding. Prosecutors from Panjshir province also said they did not
leave their homes for fear of threats.406

Targeted attacks on the police and the army

Members of the government armed forces were among the primary targets of
Taliban violence before the Taliban took power.4%7 In 2020, The New York Times
counted 168 deaths in targeted attacks on current or former members of the
security forces.4%® The newspaper also wrote about the existence of a network of
Taliban prisons, where mainly Afghan government officials and members of the
armed forces were held and tortured, often after being detained or abducted on
Afghan roads.“%° During the Taliban’s lightning offensive, the attitude of the
Taliban towards ANDSF military personnel was mixed. On the one hand, the
Taliban allowed members of the Afghan police in particular to surrender and flee
on a large scale as it began to conquer districts and provincial capitals.41° On the

39 VRT NWS, Vlaamse gynaecoloog AZG in Afghanistan: "We kunnen goed samenwerken met de taliban", 30
November 2021.

400 The source does not clarify what ‘some successes’ means.

401 Christian Science Monitor (The), How Afghan midwifes are challenging Taliban strictures on women, 7 October
2021.

402 UNICEF, Statement by Alice Akunga, UNICEF Afghanistan Representative a.i., on the death of eight children due
to detonation of explosive remnant, 11 January 2022.

403 Reuters, Gunmen kill two female Supreme Court judges in Afghanistan: police, 17 January 2021.

404 RFE/RL, Afghanistan's Former Prosecutors Hunted By Criminals They Helped Convict, 21 September 2021; BBC,

45 The New York Times, Afghan Women Who Once Presided Over Abuse Cases Now Fear for Their Lives, 20 October
2021.

496 Hasht-e Subh, Prosecutors in Panjshir Province Are in Preventive Custody, 9 December 2021.

407 ICT4COP, Community-Based Policing and Post-Conflict Police Reform: Contextual Assessment 3 South-East Asia,
p. 3, November 2020; Reuters, Special Report: Afghan pilots assassinated by Taliban as U.S. withdraws, 9 July
2021.

4% The New York Times, Targeted Killings Are Terrorizing Afghans. And No One Is Claiming Them, 2 January 2021.

499 The New York Times, ‘I Wake Up and Scream’: Secret Taliban Prisons Terrorize Thousands, 27 February 2021.
See also: Xinhua, Afghan army frees 24 people from Taliban prison: official, 18 February 2021; AA, Afghan forces
free 30 prisoners from Taliban captivity, 3 March 2021.

410 The Guardian, Afghanistan stunned by scale and speed of security forces’ collapse, 13 July 2021; The Guardian,
Afghanistan stunned by scale and speed of security forces’ collapse, 13 July 2021; TRT World, The Taliban is
convincing Afghan forces not to fight them, 6 July 2021.
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other hand, there were also reports of reprisals against security personnel in
different parts of the country. On 16 June 2021, nine police officers were
executed on the basis of a judgment of the local Taliban court in the Obe district
of Herat after they had surrendered to the Taliban.4!! In July 2021, Reuters
reported that ANDSF pilots were the particular target of attacks by the Taliban,
and that seven such attacks had taken place in the preceding months.4!2 In the
same month, Human Rights Watch reported that to the south of Kandahar, the
Taliban had imprisoned and, in some cases, executed hundreds of individuals it
accused of collaborating with the Ghani government.4!3 According to RFE/RL,
these actions may have been reprisals by the Taliban.414

The situation of the Afghan armed forces after the Taliban took power was
uncertain. A confidential report (18 August 2021) compiled by the Norwegian
Center for Global Analyses on behalf of the UN stated that the Taliban carried out
house searches to detain hostile individuals in the early days after taking power.
Individuals who had played ‘central roles’4'> within the ANDSF were at the
greatest risk of capture, according to this report, as well as Afghans who had
worked for US and NATO forces (see 4.1.6.3).41¢ The report stated, according to
media outlets that were able to consult it, that if these individuals were not at
home, the Taliban detained relatives and that they too were at risk of being
subjected to torture and execution.4?

In the months following the takeover, liquidations of former Afghan military
personnel took place, despite the Taliban announcing a general amnesty for
government officials and individuals who had worked with foreign forces. As
mentioned, Human Rights Watch (HRW) and UNAMA stated, on the basis of
investigations in four Afghan provinces, that there were credible allegations of the
liquidation or forced disappearance of at least 100 former security sector workers
during the first three to four months of the new de facto Taliban regime.418
According to a confidential source, the victims were mainly individuals who in the
past had taken the lead in the fight against the Taliban, such as personnel of the
secret service or the commando corps.“1? Revenge killings against ANDSF forces
decreased again from December onwards, according to another source. This
source cited the harsh winter season, ANDSF personnel having gone deeper
underground, and the impact of international pressure on the Taliban to stop
revenge killings as possible reasons for the decrease.4%0

According to HRW, in some cases the Taliban used the amnesty scheme to track
down targets. In order to obtain amnesty, individuals had to surrender their
weapons and register with the Taliban so as to obtain an amnesty letter. The

411 ACLED, Excelbestand: Afghanistan casualties 1 December 2020 - 30 July 2021, downloaded 10 August 2021.

412 Reuters, Special Report: Afghan pilots assassinated by Taliban as U.S. withdraws, 9 July 2021. See also: The
New York Times, ‘Find Him and Kill Him’: An Afghan Pilot’s Desperate Escape, 9 June 2021.

413 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Threats of Taliban Atrocities in Kandahar, 23 July 2021; The New York Times,
Afghan Civilian Casualties Soar as U.S. Exits, Monitors Say, 26 July 2021.

414 RFE/RL, Trade-Hindering Turmoil On Afghan-Pakistan Border Is Just Part Of Problem, 23 July 2021.

415 The report (August 2021) was confidential, and media outlets familiar with its contents did not define the
meaning of ‘central roles’.

416 RFE/RL, Taliban 'Intensifying' Search For Afghans Who Helped U.S., UN Says, 19 August 2021.

417 RFE/RL, Taliban 'Intensifying' Search For Afghans Who Helped U.S., UN Says, 19 August 2021. See also: The
New York Times, As the Taliban Tighten Their Grip, Fears of Retribution Grow, 29 August 2021.

418 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021; AFP, Afghanistan: I'ONU accuse les talibans d'au moins 72
exécutions extrajudiciaires, 14 December 2021; OHCHR, Oral update on the situation of human rights in
Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021.

419 Confidential source, 1 December 2021.

420 Confidential source, 25 January 2022.
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Taliban could then use these data to track individuals. Not registering with the
Taliban also entailed risks. Some individuals who had not registered said that
they were eventually tracked down by the Taliban (for more details on the
Taliban’s intelligence system, see 1.4.3.5 and 2.2.5) and subjected to violence.4?!

Violence against female former ANSDF military personnel

There was a report of deadly violence against a female ANDSF personnel member
after the Taliban takeover. As already noted, a pregnant female police officer was
assassinated in early September 2021.422 Witnesses stated that the perpetrators
were Taliban fighters, but this was denied by the Taliban leadership. After this
incident, there were no reports of attacks on female ANDSF personnel.423 In
January 2022, The New York Times carried a report of a female prison guard from
Herat Province who failed to return from work on 2 October 2021 and was still
missing in January 2022. The Taliban also denied being behind this
disappearance. According to the family of this prison guard, the Taliban had not
taken any steps to track down the perpetrators.424 In late December, The Wall
Street Journal reported that many former female ANDSF members were in hiding.
They feared reprisals not only from the Taliban and criminals, but also from their
own families and communities for violating traditional gender norms. 42>

Targeted violence against Islamic religious leaders

Islamic religious leaders who supported the Ghani government were a prime target
for attacks by the Taliban before it seized power. According to reports from the
Afghan Ministry of Interior Affairs in April 2021, ninety Islamic religious leaders
(ulema) had been murdered in the previous year.426 The US Commission on
International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) also stated that the Taliban threatened
and killed religious leaders during 2020.427

Since the Taliban took power, Taliban violence against religious leaders has been
directed mainly at Salafist mullahs suspected by the Taliban of links with ISKP. In
late August 2021, the Taliban arrested the head of the national council for religious
affairs in Khost.428 At around the same time, Taliban supporters also allegedly
abducted an influential Salafist scholar, Shaikh Abu Obaidullah Mutawakil, in Kabul.
His body was found a week later. Other Salafist scholars then went into hiding,
according to the Jamestown Foundation.#2° However, the Taliban have also sought
to engage in dialogue with Salafist leaders to secure their support in the fight
against ISKP, Watkins said.*3° There were also attacks on non-Salafist Islamist
leaders by unknown perpetrators. For example, on 24 November 2021, four or five
religious leaders from the province of Kapisa were shot in Kabul, leading to the
deaths of two of them.#31 On 12 December, unknown individuals killed a mullah in

421 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021.

422 BBC, Afghanistan: Taliban accused of killing pregnant police officer, 5 September 2021.

423 The Wall Street Journal describes the incident in which four women were killed in Mazar-i-Sharif as an attack on
female ANDSF members, but this appears to be inaccurate in light of other reporting of the incident.

424 The New York Times, Threatened and Beaten, Afghan Women Defy Taliban With Protests, 26 January 2022;
Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Taliban authorities must reveal Alia Azizi’s whereabouts, 21 January 2022.

425 The Wall Street Journal, Afghanistan’s Former Female Troops, Once Hailed by the West, Fear for Their Lives, 28
December 2021.

426 Ariana News, 90 religious scholars killed in Afghanistan in the past year, 9 April 2021.

427 USCIRF, 2020 Report on International Religious Freedom: Afghanistan, p. 2, 12 May 2021.

428 pajhwok, Taliban detain former head of Ulema Council, 30 August 2021; RFE/RL, Taliban Militants Said To Have
Arrested Prominent Afghan Cleric, 30 August 2021.

429 The Jamestown Foundation, The Taliban’s Persistent War on Salafists in Afghanistan, 24 September 2021. See
also: TRT World, The dynamics of the upcoming battle between the Taliban and Daesh-K, 13 September 2021.

430 Watkins, A., An Assessment of Taliban Rule at Three Months, CTC Sentinel, p. 6, November 2021.

431 ANI, Two religious scholars shot dead near Kabul: Report, 24 November 2021; Hasht-e-Subh, 2 Clerks Killed, 3
Others Injured in Kapisa, 24 November 2021.
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Farah province.#32 On 18 December, a mullah from Kabul was killed in a shooting by
an unknown perpetrator.433

Targeted attacks on human rights activists

In 2020, UNAMA counted 22 attacks by armed insurgent groups against human
rights defenders and representatives of civil society, resulting in eighteen people
killed and seven injured. UNAMA also counted thirteen victims of abductions.434
Compared to 2019, the number of deadly attacks on human rights defenders
increased in 2020 and the first part of 2021. According to UNAMA data, four human
rights activists were killed in targeted attacks in 2019. Ten human rights activists
were killed between January 2020 and the start of the peace talks in September,
and another five human rights activists were killed in executions between the start
of the peace talks and the end of January 2021.43> Human rights groups stated that
seventeen human rights defenders, including nine journalists, were victims of deadly
attacks between September 2020 and May 2021.436 In the first five months of 2021,
two hundred human rights activists and journalists were also subjected to serious
threats, according to the Afghan Human Rights Defenders Committee (AHRDC).43”
In Afghanistan, lists drawn up by the Taliban with the names of several human
rights activists circulated during the reporting period.438 Threats and attacks on
activists continued during the Taliban offensive. On 12 June 2021, activist Mustafa
Sadat was killed by a car bomb in Kabul, and on 12 July 2021, women'’s rights
activist Zahra Jalal was abducted and then released by the Taliban.43°

Since the Taliban took power, human rights defenders have lived in a permanent
state of fear, threats, intense insecurity and growing despair, according to the UN
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders. On the basis of a
hundred testimonies from human rights activists from different parts of Afghanistan,
she stated that several human rights defenders had been victims of ill-treatment,
arrests, disappearances and executions.*4? At least eight activists were killed during
the first four months of the new regime, according to the Deputy High Commissioner
for Human Rights.44! According to the UN Secretary General, the de facto Taliban
government and ISKP were each responsible for three incidents and the perpetrator
could not be identified in two incidents.44? In addition, according to this source,
there were also ten cases of intimidation, ill-treatment and temporary arrests of
human rights activists by the de facto authorities during the same period.443 In
October, human rights activist Abdul Rahman Mawin was shot dead in Jalalabad. 44
Later that month, poet and activist Heelamand Zhowand was shot dead in the
province of Khost.44> On 5 November 2021, the first known murder of a female

432 ANI, Religious scholar killed in Afghanistan's Farah, 12 December 2021.

433 Hasht-e-Subh, A Religious Scholar Killed in Kabul, 18 December 2021.

434 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2020, p. 53, February 2021.

435 UNAMA, Special Report: Killing of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists and Media Workers in Afghanistan 2018-
2021, February 2021. See also: OMCT, Afghanistan: Attacks on civil society and human rights defenders
intensify, 4 March 2021.

436 Afghanistan: Joint call for an immediate end to attacks against human rights defenders and need for protection
and accountability, 19 May 2021.

437 Afghanistan: Joint call for an immediate end to attacks against human rights defenders and need for protection
and accountability, 19 May 2021.

43 Amnesty International, Spike in Violent Attacks on Human Rights Defenders, 16 March 2021.

439 Civicus, Attacks on Activists, Journalists Persist as Taliban Offensive Escalates in Afghanistan, 4 August 2021.

440 OHCHR, Afghanistan: Human rights defenders living under “climate of fear” - UN expert, 3 November 2021.

441 UN News, Afghanistan: Humanitarian crisis threatens basic human rights, 14 December 2021.

United Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and

security, p. 7, 3 February 2022.

443 United Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and

security, p. 7, 3 February 2022.

AA, Prominent rights activist gunned down in Afghanistan, 12 October 2021.

445 Civicus, Ongoing Threats And Attacks Against Civil Society, Media In Afghanistan While Protests Restricted, 21
October 2021.
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human rights defender since the Taliban took power took place in Mazar-i-Sharif.
The perpetrators were unknown and there was speculation about a personal feud. 446

Employees of the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC)
Before the Taliban took power, AIHRC employees often stayed in AIHRC offices for
long periods to protect themselves against targeted violence.#*” During the Taliban
offensive, the AIHRC was forced to close several local offices, a source said. %43
During this period, the AIHRC drew up a strategy for the evacuation of employees in
case the Taliban came to power. This strategy established a sequence for the
evacuation of employees, based on a consideration of which individuals would be
most at risk of reprisals. The Taliban did not abolish the AIHRC after taking power.
Sources state that the Taliban wants to give it a different purpose and name.44° The
former chair of the AIHRC, Shaharzad Akbar, has resigned from her activities. 4>°
Some of the AIHRC employees have fled Afghanistan. However, a source stated in
November that more than half of AIHRC employees doing substantive/programmatic
work were still in Afghanistan, but were gradually leaving the country. This source
knew of three incidents of violence against AIHRC employees after 15 August 2021.
Two cases involved drivers who had been beaten by Taliban fighters. The source
was not aware of the exact profile of the third victim.451

Targeted attacks on journalists, media workers

The situation of journalists deteriorated in 2020 compared to 2019. In the months
following the start of the peace talks between the Afghan government and the
Taliban, a wave of attacks on journalists took place.#>? According to UNAMA, a total
of 34 journalists were killed in attacks between January 2018 and January 2021. Six
journalists were Kkilled in attacks in 2019 and nine in 2020. Between 12 September
2020 and 31 January 2021 (the period after the start of the peace talks between the
Afghan government and the Taliban), six journalists and media workers were
murdered.4>3 The head of NAI, an Afghan NGO that champions press freedom, also
stated that violence against journalists increased in 2020. His organisation counted
eleven murders, sixteen assaults causing injuries, thirteen cases of ill-treatment,
three attacks on media outlets, five kidnappings, three interrogations, twenty-three
cases of harassment and four assassination attempts targeting journalists in that
year.4>* The Afghan Journalists Safety Committee (AJSC) counted 132 cases of
threats and violence against journalists in 2020, a 26% increase compared to the
number of violent incidents in 2019. According to the AJSC, Kabul was the scene of
the highest proportion of violent incidents against journalists in 2020 (33%),
followed by the north-eastern (15%), south-eastern (13%) and southern (12%)
areas.*>> Violence against journalists continued in 2021. According to Reporters
Without Borders (RSF), an international NGO championing press freedom, twenty
journalists were the target of attacks between November 2020 and May 2021,

446 The Guardian, Women'’s rights activist shot dead in northern Afghanistan, 5 November 2021UN Condemns Killing
Of Human Rights Defenders In Afghanistan; Calls For Prompt Probe, 8 November 2021.

447 The New Yorker, The People We're Leaving Behind in Afghanistan, 29 June 2021

448 Confidential source, 9 July 2021.

449 Confidential source, 27 January 2022; United Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its
implications for international peace and security, p. 2, 3 February 2022.

450 Confidential source, 27 January 2022.

451 Confidential source, 19 November 2021.

452 Rolling Stone, At a Pivotal Moment in Afghanistan, Journalists Are Being Killed in Record Numbers, 26 March
2021.

453 UNAMA, Special Report: Killing of Human Rights Defenders, Journalists and Media Workers in Afghanistan 2018-
2021, p. 10. For an up-to-date overview of journalists killed in Afghanistan, see: UNESCO, UNESCO Observatory
of Killed Journalists Afghanistan, undated, last accessed 30 July 2021. UNESCO observatory of killed journalists -
Afghanistan | UNESCO.

454 TOLO News, 10 Afghan Radio Stations Went Silent in 6 Months: NAI, 14 January 2021.

455 Afghan Journalists Safety Committee, Annual Report 2020, p. 7, 2021.
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resulting in eight deaths.4%¢ Thirty journalists received death threats as a result of
their work in the media during the same period.4>”

A disproportionately high nhumber of incidents during the wave of attacks and threats
against journalists and media workers were directed against women.#>8 Both ISKP
and the Taliban threatened female activists and journalists and banned them from
carrying out their professional activities. In the first week of April 2021, ISKP sent a
message to various organisations, women’s rights activists and women journalists
operating in Nangarhar Province warning them that they would face a ‘hard death’ if
they pursued their human rights and media work. There were reports that the
Taliban had banned media organisations in Ghazni from employing women as the
presenters of entertainment programmes on television. Female journalists and
human rights activists also said they had received threats from the Taliban.4>°
According to the AJSC, eighteen female journalists were threatened or attacked in
2020.4%° The Centre for the Protection of Afghan Women Journalists (CPAW]J)
recorded more than a hundred cases of aggression against female journalists in that
year. 461

The Taliban’s capture of cities in the summer of 2021 was accompanied by the
deaths of several journalists and media workers. On 9 June, journalist Hafizullah
Hagparast (in the province of Logar) was killed by indirect fire,462 and on 16 July
2021, Indian journalist Danish Siddiqui was killed while reporting on fighting in Spin
Boldak (in the province of Kandahar).463 In early August, targeted attacks also led to
the deaths of two journalists. On 8 August 2021, Toofan Omar, the head of Radio
Ghag in Paktia, was killed in a targeted attack. On 6 August 2021, Taliban fighters
killed Dawa Khan Minapal, the head of the Afghanistan Media and Information
Centre, in Kabul.464

After the Taliban took power, journalists continued to be victims of violence at the
hands of the Taliban and others. The Afghanistan National Journalists Union (ANJU)
documented thirty cases of violence and threats against journalists during the first
two months of the new de facto Taliban administration. Forty percent of these cases
involved physical violence. The ANJU counted one murder and several cases of
imprisonment of journalists. Ninety percent of the incidents were attributed to the
Taliban.#%> The Taliban have arrested and imprisoned journalists without warrants
and without giving reasons.#%% According to the UN Secretary-General, two

456 Reporters Without Borders, Afghanistan : “No just and lasting peace in Afghanistan without guarantees for press
freedom”, 3 May 2021.
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Afghanistan : “No just and lasting peace in Afghanistan without guarantees for press freedom”, 3 May 2021;
Rolling Stone, At a Pivotal Moment in Afghanistan, Journalists Are Being Killed in Record Numbers, 26 March
2021; France Inter, Femme, jeune et éduquée : la cible des assassins en Afghanistan, 5 March 2021.

49 See: FIDH, Afghanistan: Urgent action needed to protect women rights defenders, 14 April 2021; Human Rights
Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban Target Journalists, Women in Media, 1 April 2021; Foreign Policy, ‘The Taliban Have
Tracked Me’, 20 April 2021.

460 Afghan Journalists Safety Committee, Annual Report 2020, p. 4, 2021.

461 Reporters Without Borders, Afghanistan : “No just and lasting peace in Afghanistan without guarantees for press
freedom”, 3 May 2021; Centre for the Protection of Afghan Women Journalists, Security threats, COVID-19
harden situation for women journalists, 7 March 2021. These included thirteen cases of threats, three cases of
harassment and disrespect, two cases of injury and four fatal attacks.

42 TOLO News, Fighting Rages Across Country, Journalist Killed in Crossfire, 9 June 2021.

463 Civicus, Attacks on Activists, Journalists Persist as Taliban Offensive Escalates in Afghanistan, 4 August 2021;
BBC, Danish Siddiqui: Indian photojournalist killed in Afghanistan, 16 July 2021.
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journalists were killed in the first four months of the new de facto Taliban
administration. ISKP was behind one of these incidents. The perpetrator of the other
incident was unknown. In addition, the UN counted 44 cases of temporary detention,
ill-treatment, threats and intimidation. Forty-two of these cases were attributed to
the de facto authorities. The perpetrators of the other two cases were unknown.#6”
There have been no reports of attacks on female journalists since the Taliban took
power, although several female journalists reported that they had been threatened
and that the Taliban had carried out searches of their homes or those of relatives.*58
The majority of female journalists who were still working stopped doing so after 15
August 2021, because their jobs disappeared or out of fear of the Taliban.46° Many
female journalists have fled.470

There was targeted violence against journalists during and outside working hours.
Outside working hours, according to various articles in the media there were house
searches and instances of targeted violence against journalists in the first weeks
after the change of power. For example, Deutsche Welle reported that the Taliban
had killed two of the family members of one its journalists while searching the
journalist’s house.4’t A few days later, the Taliban also searched the home of the
head of the TV channel Enikaas. However, he was in hiding elsewhere.#’2 On 18
September 2021, Mohammad Ali Ahmadi, a journalist working for Salam Watander,
was shot and injured by an unknown assailant.4”3 On 28 October 2021, Taliban
fighters beat and shot journalist Abdul Khalig Hussaini on his way to UNAMA's office.
Later that day, Taliban fighters assaulted Zahidullah Husainkhil, the director of a
radio station in Logar. On 29 October 2021, Taliban fighters shot Alireza Sharifia, a
journalist working for Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting, in front of his wife and
child as he was driving home.4’4 On 18 November 2021, unknown perpetrators
attacked Ayna TV presenter Ahmad Baseer Ahmadi on his way home. They beat him
and tried to shoot him.47> All survived the attacks. This was not the case for two
others. Sayed Maroof Sadat, a prominent journalist and former spokesman for the
Ghani government, was killed on 2 October 2021 in a targeted attack by ISKP in
Jalalabad in which several Taliban fighters were also killed.4”® Hamidullah Saighani,
a TV presenter for Ariana News, was one of those killed in an attack on a minibus in
the mostly Hazara-inhabited district of Dasht-e Barchi on 13 November 2021.477

Several journalists were also assaulted, detained and/or killed during working hours.
Two journalists, Ali Reza Ahmadi and Juhad Hamidi, were killed in the ISKP attack
during the evacuation from Kabul airport on 26 August 2021 (see 1.1). Fahim
Dashti, an Afghanistan’s National Journalists Union (ANJU) leader, was killed in
clashes between the Taliban and the National Resistance Front of Afghanistan (NRF)

467 United Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, p. 7, 3 February 2022.

468 ABC News, Afghan journalists face threats and beatings despite Taliban promises of a free press, 25 October
2021; Confidential source, 8 December 2021.

469 The Guardian, Afghanistan: fewer than 100 out of 700 female journalists still working, 1 September 2021; TIME,
Just 39 Female Journalists Are Still Working in Kabul After the Taliban's Takeover, 2 September 2021; IFJ,
Women standing for Afghanistan: Afghan women journalists seek solidarity to survive to tell their stories., 15
October 2021.

470 Confidential source, 8 December 2021.

471 The Guardian, Afghanistan reports of torture and killing contradict Taliban’s promises, 21 August 2021.

472 1F], Afghanistan: Taliban raid Enikaas TV head’s home, 21 August 2021.

473 CPJ, Afghan journalist Mohammad Ali Ahmadi shot and injured in Kabul, 22 September 2021.
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475 Civicus, Threats and attacks against activists and journalistst as Afghanistan faces humanitarian crisis , 11
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in Panjshir.4’8 There was also targeted violence - without fatalities - against and
arrests of journalists while they were reporting. According to Human Right Watch, at
least 32 journalists were (temporarily) detained after the Taliban took power.47° In
Nangarhar, Taliban fighters assaulted two journalists reporting on anti-Taliban
protests in the run-up to Afghan Independence Day on 19 August.48% On 26 August
2021, Taliban fighters attacked two TOLO News journalists while they were
recording a report on rising unemployment in Kabul.481 On 7 September, journalist
Morteza Samadi was arrested and detained while reporting on a protest in Herat.482
On 8 September 2021, Taliban fighters arrested two journalists from the newspaper
Etilaatroz, Taqi Daryabi and Nematullah Naqgdi, while they were covering women’s
rights protests in Kabul.#®3 During their detention they were subjected to torture.
They were released the same day.*®* On 21 October 2021, Taliban fighters attacked
three journalists reporting on a women's protest in Kabul.#8> On 25 October 2021,
Taliban fighters assaulted journalist Sadagat Ghorzang while he was reporting on
the Afghan-Pakistani border.#8¢ On 11 December 2021, Abdul Matin Rahimzai, a
senior figure in the Taliban,*®” and his bodyguards assaulted and arrested journalist
Sayed Rashed Kashefi when Kashefi tried to film them.488 Kashefi was held in
custody for six hours.48° On 31 January 2022, Taliban supporters arrested two
journalists from the channel Ariana News, Waris Hasrat and Aslam Hijab, in front of
the entrance to the Ariana News building. The journalists were released on 2
February 2022.4%0

Targeted violence against fixers4°!

Little specific information is available on the situation of fixers for foreign journalists
since the Taliban took power. According to a source, some of the fixers for American
newspapers were evacuated to Mexico, among other places.*°? According to an Al
Jazeera report on local journalists and fixers from January 2022, fixers — who often
work as journalists in Afghanistan themselves — were at significant risk of threats
and violence from the Taliban. It was unclear from this article whether this was
mainly due to their work as fixers for foreign journalists or to their work as
journalists in their own right.4°3 In February 2022, Afghan fixers of two international
journalists carrying out an assignment for UNCHR were arrested along with the
international journalists and later released (see 4.1.6.4).4°* A confidential source
stated that some fixers were trying to build new networks with the Taliban and
looking for the right way to communicate with the new holders of power.4%>
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491 A fixer is a local contact person who is engaged by a foreign journalist to support his or her journalistic activities.
Fixers can be used as interpreters/translators, guides and mediators for both arranging practical matters
(accommodation, documents, transport) and getting in touch with relevant contacts.

492 Confidential source, 30 December 2021. See also: The New York Times, How Mexico Helped The Times Get Its
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4.1.6

Problematic topics for journalists

Before the Taliban took power, Human Rights Watch and the AJSC indicated that in
areas previously dominated by the Taliban, journalists were at risk of being
threatened or attacked if they wrote critically about the Taliban and/or were
unwilling to follow the Taliban’s instructions on reporting.4%¢ In May 2021, a Taliban
spokesman, Zabihullah Mujahid, criticised Afghan journalists for producing ‘one-
sided news’ that benefited the Afghan secret service. He warned these journalists to
stop doing this or face the consequences.4°? Taliban violence has primarily targeted
prominent journalists,4°8 including Afghan journalists who have contributed to
international reporting on the situation in Afghanistan.?® Journalists who reported
critically on the Afghan government (including on its corruption) also received
threats before the fall of Kabul.% The former head of the Afghan secret service was
explicitly critical of media outlets that he said were spreading ‘enemy
propaganda’.>®! In July 2021, the Afghan secret service arrested four journalists
while they were reporting on fighting with the Taliban.>02

Since the Taliban took power, some journalists have criticised the Taliban in opinion
pieces, articles and current affairs programmes in which Taliban leaders also
participated. >3 However, there is limited room for criticism and, as described
above, several journalists have become victims of (sometimes deadly) violence by
the Taliban or third parties. Various victim profiles can be distinguished on the basis
of information in sources. First, Taliban fighters have openly committed violence
against journalists who tried to report on the situation in Afghanistan since the
takeover.>%* Prominent journalists were also the victims of (sometimes deadly)
targeted attacks outside working hours by the Taliban, ISKP or unknown parties.
Furthermore, according to The Christian Science Monitor (CSM), the Taliban were
engaged in a campaign of violence, sometimes fatal, against lesser-known local
‘opinion-makers’ who criticised the Taliban on social media.>%°

Targeted violence against persons associated with foreign organisations/companies
and/or foreign forces

Afghans who had worked for international organisations and foreign forces were
targets for threats and violence by armed opponents before the Taliban took power.
In July 2021, for example, UNAMA expressed concern that humanitarian workers
had become the target of more frequent attacks in the preceding months.>% After
the Taliban took power, media outlets indicated that a confidential report
commissioned by the UN stated that individuals who had worked for NATO forces or

4% Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban Target Journalists, Women in Media, 1 April 2021; Afghan Journalists
Safety Committee, Annual Report 2020, p. 10, 2021.

47 The Diplomat, Amid US Pullout, Taliban Issue Threat to Afghan Journalists, 6 May 2021.
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504 Al Jazeera, Attack on Afghan reporter tests Taliban’s media freedom pledge, 26 August 2021; TOLO News, Attack
on Afghan reporter tests Taliban’s media freedom pledge, 26 August 2021; CPJ, Afghan photographer Morteza
Samadi detained by Taliban since September 7, 13 September 2021; Al Jazeera, Taliban accused of torturing
journalists for covering protests, 9 September 2021; CPJ, Taliban fighters assault at least 3 journalists covering
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2021.

506 UNAMA, Afghanistan 2021 Midyear Update on Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, p. 6, 26 July 2021.
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the US military were particularly vulnerable to reprisals.>%” There were also reports
of Afghan UN staff in Afghanistan being subjected to violence and house searches.>8
In the months that followed, the situation of UN staff and staff of international
organisations seemed to improve.>%° There were some concrete reports of reprisals
against interpreters;>19 sources stated that their situation remained precarious and
that many interpreters were therefore still in hiding.>!!

Afghan embassy employees

In the run-up to and after the change of power, a large proportion of the Afghan
employees of Western embassies in Afghanistan were evacuated,>!? including the
local employees of the Dutch embassy in Kabul.>!3 The extent to which this group
was at risk of violence from the Taliban or other actors was unclear. According to an
expert consulted by the Danish Immigration Service, the lack of empirical data
makes it very difficult, even after the fall of Kabul, to assess how the Taliban view
Afghans who previously worked for international organisations or foreign
governments in Afghanistan.>'* The same picture emerged from the confidential
sources that were consulted for this country report. There was no consistent picture
of the extent to which employees with technical profiles such as political or other
advisers and ancillary staff (cleaners, cooks and drivers) were at risk from Taliban
violence.>!> A source stated that it was difficult to assess whether a targeted threat
would arise against local employees working for Western representations after the
departure of the NATO mission. Representatives of the Taliban had indicated that
local employees of international organisations were also safe. Despite this, it was
considered possible that local employees and their family members were in danger
as a result of performing their duties if the security situation continued to
escalate.>'® Responding to reports that the EU was planning to open an office in
Kabul, the Taliban leadership stated that the security of the ‘EU embassy’ and EU
personnel in Afghanistan would be guaranteed.>'” On 5 October 2021, The Guardian
reported that a former British embassy driver had been attacked at his home by
armed men. This driver believed that the attackers had links to the Taliban and
attacked him because of his work for the embassy.>18

Security guards at Western embassies

The sources consulted reported a specific case of threats against security guards of
international embassies in Afghanistan before the Taliban took power. The security
guards in question were working at the Australian Embassy. In late May, Taliban
supporters posted their photos on the Internet saying they would be the target of
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December 2021.
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2021.
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516 Confidential source, 15 March 2022.
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reprisals for collaborating with a foreign government.>°® There were no news reports
about concrete cases of violence against embassy security guards after the change
of power. Confidential sources did not paint a consistent picture of the risk that
Western embassies’ security guards would fall victim to Taliban violence.>20

Interpreters

Since the United States and its allies announced their final and complete withdrawal
from Afghanistan in April 2021, many interpreters or former interpreters for the
international forces reiterated their concerns for their own safety and that of their
families.>?! This also applied to interpreters/fixers working for NGOs and
journalists.>22 There are no figures available on the number of interpreters killed
during this reporting period as a result of targeted violence by the Taliban or other
insurgent groups. The American NGO No One Left Behind, which defends the
interests of Iraqgi and Afghan interpreters, stated that since 2014 at least three
hundred Afghan and Iraqi interpreters or former interpreters and their families had
been killed as a result of targeted violence.>23 It is not known what the respective
percentages of Afghan and Iragi casualties were. Although the Taliban stated in June
and August 2021 that Afghans who had worked for foreign forces would not be
targets for reprisals if they expressed regret for their activities,>2* there were
several reports of occasional reprisals against interpreters before the Taliban’s took
power. In an interview with TIME, an Afghan interpreter said he knew of twelve
cases of ex-colleagues being abducted, attacked or killed by insurgent groups. This
interpreter had himself been the victim of an explosion and a house search by
Taliban fighters.52°> The article did not specify when these incidents occurred. CNN
reported in May 2021 that a former US military interpreter was beheaded by the
Taliban after being detained on the road between Kabul and Khost.>2¢ In an
interview with De Volkskrant, a fixer from Uruzgan who worked for Dutch journalists
and NGOs stated that he was abducted and tortured by the Taliban in 2018. He said
that in 2021 he received a threatening letter stating that he was on a Taliban death
list.>27

Despite evacuation attempts, tens of thousands of interpreters and other Afghans
who have worked for the military of NATO countries have been left in
Afghanistan.>28 As already noted, a confidential UN report stated that since the
capture of Kabul, the Taliban have been searching homes to find individuals who
worked for NATO countries, according to international media.>?° On 14 October it
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became known that an interpreter who had worked for the EUPOL mission and was
on the Dutch evacuation list had been murdered. His family accused the Taliban of
killing him.>3% On 19 October, ABC News reported on the murder of an interpreter
who had worked for Australian forces. A lawyer for the interpreter’s family said the
Taliban were behind the murder.>3! Since then, public sources dealing with the
situation of interpreters left behind in Afghanistan have - as far as is known - not
reported any specific incidents of violence against interpreters.>32 The Human Rights
Watch report on reprisals against ANDSF military personnel did not mention
reprisals against interpreters.>33 However, many interpreters are in hiding to protect
themselves from reprisals.>3* One source stated that interpreters and other groups
threatened by the Taliban before the fall of Kabul had prepared better for the
Taliban takeover than ANDSF personnel. They had gone into hiding or fled to
Pakistan beforehand, the source said.>3°> However, the resources to finance these
safe houses ran out in the months after the Taliban took power.>3¢ There were
reports of threats to relatives of interpreters by Taliban fighters. An Afghan
interpreter who had fled to the UK told the BBC that the Taliban had attacked his
brother during a house search in August 2021.537 The sister of two men who had
interpreted for the US military told The New York Times that the Taliban had also ill-
treated her and her family when the Taliban came to look for her brothers who had
already fled.538 NOS also stated that relatives who had previously sheltered the
EUPOL interpreter who was subsequently murdered had been threatened and that
the perpetrators had also shot the father of the murdered interpreter, but had not
killed him.>3°

Humanitarian staff and employees of international NGOs

According to the International NGO Safety Organisation (INSO), a total of 131
incidents took place between January and July 2021 in which the safety of NGOs and
NGO employees was affected; 82% of the incidents involved international NGOs and
18% of the cases involved national NGOs. A total of eighteen people were killed in
these incidents, 41 people were injured and 29 people were abducted. All the
victims were Afghans.>*? According to OCHA, a total of 25 humanitarian workers
were killed between 1 January and 30 June 2021.%*! These included healthcare
workers and mine clearance specialists. In April 2021, for example, a targeted
attack took place against three healthcare workers who were administering polio
vaccinations in Jalalabad.>*2 On 15 June 2021, five more attacks took place on
healthcare workers participating in a polio vaccination campaign in Nangarhar
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province.>*3 Five people were killed>** and three>*> or four>*¢ were injured. In June,
ten employees of the humanitarian organisation HALO Trust were also killed in an
attack by an unknown armed group.>*” In July 2021, the Taliban attacked the
UNAMA compound in Herat.>*® The majority of incidents involving humanitarian
workers between March and July 2021 were attributable to the Taliban and other
insurgent groups, according to OCHA. ANDSF military personnel and civilians were
also responsible for violence against humanitarian workers.>#°

Since the Taliban took power, NGO employees have been victims of violent
incidents. According to INSO, the ending of the armed conflict had a positive impact
on the number of violent incidents involving NGOs, but crime and traffic incidents
claimed casualties among NGO employees.>>? Before the fall of Kabul, there was an
average of nineteen violent incidents per month involving NGO workers. After an
initial fall in the number of such incidents to five in September, there were fifteen
violent incidents in both October and November 2021, according to INSO. During
these three months, five people were killed and six were injured. There were no
abductions.>>!

4.1.6.5 Afghan UN staff
Since the announcement of the troop withdrawal and the evacuation of some of the
international staff of international organisations and embassies in Afghanistan,
several Afghan staff members of these organisations have expressed serious
concerns for their own safety and the safety of their families.>>2 UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres reported that between December 2020 and March 2021
there were 27 violent incidents involving UN personnel (local and international
workers) in Afghanistan. These included eight cases of intimidation and twelve
‘criminal incidents’. A UN staff member had been abducted and a UN convoy was
fired on, resulting in the killing of five employees of the Afghan Directorate of
Protection Services tasked with protecting the convoy.>33 In the previous period,
between August and December 2020, there were 34 incidents involving UN
personnel, including eleven intimidation cases and nineteen ‘criminal incidents’. A
staff member was kidnapped and released in September 2020.5>

After the Taliban took power, 720 international UN staff members were evacuated.
Three thousand local UN employees had no clear prospect of evacuation at the end
of August 2021. They were asked to continue to provide humanitarian aid to the
Afghan population. The UN Secretary-General acknowledged on 24 August 2021 that
some local staff members had been subjected to intimidation by the Taliban. The
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employees themselves stated that the UN was unable to guarantee their safety.>>>
In February 2022, the UN stated that between 19 August and 31 December 2021,
196 incidents had occurred affecting the UN, primarily UN personnel. This included
111 cases of intimidation, 39 criminal incidents, ten arrests and thirty incidents
affecting UN buildings and property. This was an increase on the 34 incidents
reported in 2020.3%6 In the first few months of 2022, there were also several
incidents involving UN personnel. In February 2022, the Taliban arrested two
international journalists and Afghan individuals who were supporting them during
their work on an assignment for UNHCR.>>7 They were released on the same day.>>8
On 24 February 2022, there were four deadly attacks on eight polio vaccination
workers, including four women, at four locations in the two northern provinces of
Kunduz and Takhar. The UN has halted vaccination activities in these provinces.>>°

The frequency of threats and intimidation against UN staff appeared to decrease
after reaching a peak just after the Taliban took power. On 9 September, during her
briefing to the UN Security Council, Deborah Lyons, the head of UNAMA and the UN
Secretary-General’s Special Envoy to Afghanistan, expressed concern over the
growing number of incidents of threats and intimidation against Afghan UN staff
members. >0 However, in a similar briefing on 17 November, she no longer
expressed this concern and stated that UN missions were being protected by the
Taliban.%®! In November 2021, Deborah Lyons also stated that there was broad
humanitarian access to different areas.>%2 At the end of December 2021, about
3,500 UN personnel were again active in Afghanistan, according to Reuters. 63

Ethnic groups/minorities

Afghanistan is an ethnically and linguistically diverse country. The Afghan
constitution - which was in force under the Ghani government - recognised fourteen
ethnic groups (Pashtuns (Pathans), Tajiks, Hazaras, Uzbeks, Turkmens, Balochs,
Pashayis, Nuristanis, Aimags, Arabs, Kyrgyz, Qizilbash, Gujars, and Brahuis).>%* The
Pashtuns are the largest ethnic group. Estimates of the proportion of Pashtuns in the
total population range from 32 to 42%.5%% They are followed by the Tajiks, the
Hazaras, the Turkmens, the Uzbeks and the Aimags.5% However, there are many
more minorities in Afghanistan.>¢” The Afghan constitution stated that the state was
obliged to guarantee equality between all ethnic groups and achieve balanced
economic development in all areas of the country, and forbade ethnicity-based
politics.>%® In Afghanistan, however, political loyalty has traditionally been closely
tied to ethnicity and religion,>%° and in the past several actors involved in the conflict
have used ethnicity to reinforce their power and achieve military goals.570 At the
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given the nature of the situation., 11 February 2022.

558 ABC News, Taliban free detained UNHCR staff, 2 foreign journalists, 11 February 2022.
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14 May 2020.

66 Barfield, T., Afghanistan: A Cultural and Political History, pp. 24-28, 2010.
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national level, the Pashtuns, as the largest ethnic group, also held the greatest
political and economic power under previous governments. Over the past twenty
years, all Afghan presidents have been Pashtun.>’! The roots of the Taliban also lie
within this population group.572

In practice, the Afghan president and government in Kabul had little influence over
the regions, where powerful figures from the dominant local ethnic group often held
sway.>”3 Leaders of dominant ethnic groups regularly used ethnicity and ethnic
divisions to strengthen their power and influence. They did this, for example, by
presenting themselves as protectors of the group and by providing land, jobs or
work contracts to people of the same ethnic background.>74 This was common
among almost all ethnic groups and occurred at all levels. Individuals from a
minority group in a certain area - including Pashtuns in areas where Pashtuns were
a minority - could therefore be at risk of disadvantage and discrimination. This did
not apply to any one ethnic group in particular, although Hazaras have historically
suffered the most from this discrimination (for more details, see later
paragraphs).>7> Ethnicity was not always the cause of individual discrimination,
which could also have an economic or other cause. Because ethnic and religious
identities often overlapped, it was also difficult in many cases to determine whether
an ethnic or a religious cause lay behind social tensions. Finally, it was also possible
for clan rivalries to develop within ethnic groups; they do not automatically form a
homogeneous group.

Since the Taliban took power, the Pashtuns have become more dominant within the
de facto Afghan government. During the first round of government appointments by
the Taliban, ministerial posts mainly went to Pashtuns.>’¢ The Taliban have granted
a number of additional ministerial posts to members of ethnic minorities in later
rounds,>”7 and also appear to have distributed administrative posts at local level
among Taliban supporters from local ethnic groups.>78 The Taliban leadership
explicitly stated that encouraging ethnic diversity in government - rather than
including political opponents or women — was their chosen strategy for achieving
‘inclusiveness’.>”° However, according to a confidential source, it was difficult for the
Taliban leadership to allocate many posts to ethnic minorities, or even to Pashtuns
from areas where the Pashtuns are a minority, as the leadership first had to satisfy
the Pashtun supporters from the south and south-east of Afghanistan.>8° For more
details on the composition of the interim government under the new Taliban regime,
see 2.1.2.

Ethnicity and the change of power

Past power shifts increased ethnic tensions in Afghanistan, with new rulers trying to
reward their own support base at the expense of others. This created a cycle of
retaliation between alternating winners and losers. This dynamic often - but not

57t Afghan Civil Society Position Paper: Geneva Conference on Afghanistan 2020 23rd -24th November 2020, p. 8,
2020.

572 BBC, Who are the Taliban?, 18 August 2021.

573 Malejacq, R., Warlord Survival: The Delusion of Statebuilding in Afghanistan, 2020.

574 Malejacq, R., Warlord Survival: The Delusion of Statebuilding in Afghanistan, 2020.

575 Confidential source, 9 June 2021.

576 AA, Who's who in Taliban interim government?, 9 September 2021.

577 International Crisis Group, Afghanistan’s Taliban Expand Their Interim Government, 28 September 2021.

578 The Washington Post, The Taliban is trying to win over Afghanistan’s Shiites with a 33-year-old Hazara emissary.
But many question the group’s sincerity., 1 November 2021.

579 Republicworld, Taliban Claim Government In Afghanistan 'inclusive' With Members Of Various Ethnic Groups, 25
November 2021; AA, Taliban have all-inclusive government in Afghanistan, claims acting foreign minister, 12
November 2021.

580 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.
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always - ran along ethnic lines.>8! One significant aspect of this dynamic was land
expropriation and evictions, with those newly in power seizing land and property
from actual or alleged hostile groups.>8? Since the Taliban takeover, there have been
instances of Taliban fighters or Pashtun communities (including nomads) seizing
land and houses from communities consisting of other ethnic groups — mainly
Hazaras,>83 but also Tajiks,>%* Uzbeks and Turkmens. >8> For example, according to
RFE/RL, there was widespread expropriation of land from Uzbeks and Turkmens in
Northern Afghanistan by Taliban supporters and Pashtun nomads. At the end of
November, they forced a thousand individuals to abandon their land in the Darzab
and Qush Tepa districts of Jowzjan province. >80

Reprisals and violence against ethnic minorities after the change of power

There also seem to have been acts of revenge against members of ethnic minorities
at local level. Amnesty International reported on two acts of revenge in which
Taliban fighters killed nine and thirteen Hazaras respectively,>8” and there were also
reports of violence against the Tajik civilian population of Panjshir. According to a
source, Tajiks in Panjshir have been subjected to disproportionate arrests,
surveillance and violence since the Taliban took the valley.>88 The Taliban have also
been responsible for evictions and extrajudicial executions of civilians in this
province, an AAN report said.>®® Some sources stated that even in Kabul Tajiks
faced intimidation, threats, house searches and restrictions.>?° Up to the time of
publication of the country report, there seemed to be no evidence in practice of a
large-scale Taliban campaign of violence against ethnic minorities - comparable to
the persecution of the Hazaras in the 1990s - or instructions by the Taliban
leadership to systematically discriminate against certain ethnic groups.>°! However,
a source specified that it was too early to draw any firm conclusions about the
Taliban’s actions towards minorities.>%2

The disadvantaging of ethnic groups by the Taliban has led to uprisings among
civilians and Taliban fighters from minority backgrounds against the Taliban at local
level. For example, there were demonstrations and examples of civil disobedience
campaigns by residents of Panjshir,>%3 and by Uzbek civilians and Taliban supporters
in Faryab.>%4

Hazaras

While marginalisation and violence has affected and continues to affect members of
various ethnic groups in Afghanistan, several sources state that Hazaras are more
vulnerable to various forms of disadvantage, that discrimination based on ethnicity

581 FluchtforschungsBlog, Forced Displacement under the Taliban, also a Legacy of the Past (?), 20 December 2021.

582 The New York Times, In Afghanistan, ‘Who Has the Guns Gets the Land’, 3 December 2021; United States
Institute of Peace, Addressing Land Conflict in Afghanistan, 27 May 2015; Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan:
Taliban Forcibly Evict Minority Shia, 22 October 2021.

583 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban Forcibly Evict Minority Shia, 22 October 2021.

84 FluchtforschungsBlog, Forced Displacement under the Taliban, also a Legacy of the Past (?), 20 December 2021.

585 The New York Times, In Afghanistan, ‘Who Has the Guns Gets the Land’, 3 December 2021; Der Spiegel, The
Taliban’s Campaign to Rob Villagers of Their Land, 6 October 2021; Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban
Forcibly Evict Minority Shia, 22 October 2021.

586 RFE/RL, Taliban Accused Of Forcibly Evicting Ethnic Uzbeks, Turkmen In Northern Afghanistan, 9 December 2021.

587 Al Jazeera, Taliban responsible for massacre of nine Hazara men: Amnesty, 20 August 2021.

588 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

589 AAN, Afghanistan’s Conflict in 2021 (1): The Taleban’s sweeping offensive as told by people on the ground, 28
December 2021

59 Confidential source, 25 November 2021; Confidential source, 8 December 2021.

Confidential source, 25 November 2021; Confidential source, 1 December 2021.

592 Confidential source, 19 November 2021.

593 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

5% The Wall Street Journal, Afghanistan’s Taliban Battle Rebellion by Ethnic Minority Fighters, 14 January 2022; The
Times, Commander’s arrest exposes ethnic splits in Taliban, 14 January 2022.
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and religion plays a greater role in this than it does in the disadvantaging of other
groups, and that ISKP was engaged in a targeted campaign of deadly violence
against this specific group before and after the fall of Kabul.>?> Even before the fall
of Kabul, the Taliban seemed keen to convince the outside world and the Hazara
community that they would not subject the Hazaras to persecution again, as they
did in the 1990s. The fact that Hazara girls in some Taliban-controlled districts are
allowed to attend secondary school, unlike girls from other ethnic groups, is also
said to be an example of this.>%

Even after the fall of Kabul, the Taliban declared several times that they respected
the rights of ethnic and religious minorities, including Hazaras,>®” and also took
other actions to demonstrate its goodwill. These included permitting and protecting
Shia religious holidays, returning weapons to Hazaras in order to protect mosques
from ISKP attacks,>?® and appointing some Hazaras to the local government of
provinces.>?° However, there were serious doubts about the sincerity of these
intentions among experts and Hazaras due to the Taliban’s bad reputation in this
respect, %0 the lack of high-level representation of Hazaras in the new interim
government, %! recent incidents in which Taliban fighters killed Hazaras and
expropriated property from Hazara communities on a large scale,®%? and the
unpredictable behaviour of individual Taliban fighters.®93 According to some Hazaras
and experts, the recent instances of violence against Hazaras (such as the revenge
killings on two occasions of nine and thirteen Hazaras respectively) and the lack of
any attempt by the Taliban to prosecute the perpetrators of such reprisals are
evidence of the fact that Taliban violence and discrimination are still specifically
targeting Hazaras.®%* The Taliban themselves and some sources have stated that
these incidents are part of a broader historical pattern of localised reprisals or cases
of ‘victor’s rights’ being exercised against Afghans of various backgrounds (see 4.1.7
for more details).69%> Expropriation of land or property for the benefit of Taliban
fighters also took place among Pashtun citizens in places such as Kandahar and
Musa Qala.®% There were revenge killings of Pashtuns in places such as Spin Boldak
(see 1.4.2.3, information on developments in Kandahar).
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602 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban Forcibly Evict Minority Shia, 22 October 2021.
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Shia are fearful in face of Taliban takeover, 26 August 2021.
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But many question the group’s sincerity., 1 November 2021
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Sources agreed almost unanimously that ISKP was engaged in a sectarian struggle
against Hazaras. ISKP itself states that it regards the Taliban’s attitude towards
Shiites as too tolerant, because, according to ISKP, Shiites are infidels.®%7 According
to various sources, Hazaras are an explicit target of ISKP because of their
predominantly Shia religion,®°8 and because they are recognisable from their
distinctive appearance.®°® The following paragraphs explain the situation of Hazaras
in more detail.

Discrimination against Hazaras before the Taliban takeover

As the previous country report indicated, the Hazaras have a long history of
persecution in Afghanistan. During the previous period of Taliban control, Hazaras
were labelled infidels and subjected to violence because most Hazaras are Shiites. 610
From 2001, the socio-economic position of Hazaras improved significantly and
Hazaras also had more say in national politics.®!! Even so, representatives of the
Hazara community stated that the group was still marginalised under the Ghani
government, 612

Discrimination against Hazaras after the Taliban takeover

Under the de facto Taliban administration, the political representation of Hazaras
has deteriorated. There is one Hazara in the new interim cabinet, and his position is
de facto deputy Minister of Public Health. Some Hazaras have positions in
administrations at provincial level. These Hazaras are regarded as followers of the
Taliban and are therefore not seen as representative of the entire community.13 It
is difficult to assess whether there is currently discrimination in the distribution of
government services (healthcare, justice, economic investment), because the
country is experiencing a humanitarian crisis and the provision of government
services is faltering throughout Afghanistan. Some Hazaras said they were able to
go to the police,%'* and the Taliban also appeared to allow some courts to adjudicate
according to Shia jurisprudence, according to reporting in The Washington Post.%!5
At the same time, ABC News quoted Hazaras who said that they did not dare go to
the local police, and a Hazara who indicated that he was unable to speak to the
police in Farsi (the language mainly spoken by Hazaras, also referred to as Dari).616
Der Spiegel also stated that Hazaras who had been victims of land expropriation did
not have access to a fair trial in local Taliban courts. 617

Expropriation of Hazaras’ land after the Taliban takeover

According to Human Rights Watch, cases of land expropriation and eviction have
occurred in the provinces of Helmand, Balkh, Daikundi, Kandahar and Uruzgan. In
Balkh and Daikundi, the victims were almost exclusively Hazaras. In the Qubat al-
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Confidential source, 9 June 2021.
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617 Der Spiegel, The Taliban’s Campaign to Rob Villagers of Their Land, 6 October 2021.
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Islam district of the province of Balkh, men from the local ‘Kushani community’618
worked with the Taliban to evict Hazara families. In the province of Daikundi, 2,800
Hazara residents from fifteen villages in Gizab district had their land expropriated.
Taliban officials in Kabul later withdrew the expropriation, according to Human
Rights Watch, but former residents of these villages had not returned by October.61?
Local media reported that decisions on the matter had been postponed until
spring.®20 Village elders in Gizab who protested against the evictions to local
authorities and asked for an investigation were temporarily detained.®?! There were
also said to be Pashtuns trying to claim land from Hazaras in other districts such as
Yakawlang in Bamyan. 622

Violence against Hazaras before the Taliban takeover

Violence against Hazaras remained a persistent phenomenon during the twenty
years following the fall of the first Taliban regime. In the year before the Taliban
took power, sources expressed concern about an increase in this type of violence.
The AIHRC expressed concerns about ethnically motivated violence against Hazaras
in June 2021,%23 and in the first half of 2021 UNAMA observed a resurgence of
‘deliberate sectarian-motivated attacks against the Shi‘a Muslim religious minority’ -
mainly Hazaras - in Afghanistan. In total, UNAMA documented twenty incidents
targeting Shia/Hazaras between 1 January and 30 June 2021, in which 143 people
were killed and 357 were injured. ISKP claimed responsibility for most of these
attacks.%2* In the year before the Taliban took power, there were two large-scale
attacks on educational institutions mostly attended by Hazaras. On 24 October
2020, forty people were killed and more than seventy were injured in a bomb attack
on a school in the Hazara neighbourhood of Dasht-e-Barchi in Kabul.®25 In May
2021, a large-scale attack took place at a girls’ secondary school in the same
neighbourhood in which at least 85 were killed and 216 injured, according to UNAMA
(see 1.4.2 for details).626 ISKP claimed responsibility for the first attack. The other
attack was not claimed. The Afghan government accused the Taliban, but they
denied responsibility.527 Human Rights Watch classified the attack under attacks
definitely or probably committed by ISKP.%28 There were also smaller-scale attacks
in which Hazaras were killed. In the spring of 2021, buses mainly used by Hazaras
also became a target for attacks. There were at least eight such incidents in May
and June.®2® There were also smaller-scale attacks on Hazara factory workers, 630

618 A nomadic minority in Afghanistan. See: Shughni in Afghanistan | Joshua Project, last accessed 27 January 2022.

619 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban Forcibly Evict Minority Shia, 22 October 2021.

620 Hasht-e Subh, Forced Displacement of Daikundi Residents Was Put Off to Next Spring, 28 September 2021.

621 Der Spiegel, The Taliban’s Campaign to Rob Villagers of Their Land, 6 October 2021; Human Rights Watch,
Afghanistan: Taliban Forcibly Evict Minority Shia, 22 October 2021.
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Report, 26 July 2021.
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626 UNAMA, Afghanistan 2021 Midyear Update on Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, p. 5, 26 July 2021.

627 CNN, Death toll rises to 85 in Afghanistan girls' school bomb attack, 10 May 2021; Al Jazeera, Kabul
neighbourhood, home to Hazaras, stunned by wave of attacks, 13 June 2021.

628 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Surge in Islamic State Attacks on Shia, 25 October 2021.

629 UNAMA, Civilian cases set to hit precedented highs in 2021 unless urgent action to stem violence - UN REPORT,
26 July 2021. See: Reporterly, 10 Killed As 3 Blasts Rock Kabul, Plunge City Into Darkness, 2 June 2021;
Reuters, Bombers aim for buses in new tactic to spread death and fear in Afghanistan, 3 June 2021.

630 The New York Times, Afghan War Casualty Report: March 2021, 1 April 2021. See also: Ghandara, Seven Ethnic
Hazaras Killed In Eastern Afghanistan, 4 March 2021. In March 2021, unknown gunmen killed seven workers at a
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travellers, 3! and mosque attenders.®32 Abductions of Hazara travellers also took
place on the road from Kabul to the province of Bamyam in the area of Maidan
Wardak and Ghazni.®33 A confidential source confirmed that the road between Kabul
and Bamyan was very dangerous, especially near the town of Wardak.%3* It is not
clear whether there were ethnic motives for these abductions. The Taliban often
released travellers around Ghazni and Maidan Wardak in exchange for ransom, 63>
and the risk of being abducted was high for everyone in Afghanistan.®3¢ Hazaras
criticised the Afghan government for a lack of protection by the security authorities
in areas where many Hazaras/Shiites live.®37 A source confirmed this lack of
protection.®38

Violence against Hazaras during the Taliban offensive

During the Taliban offensive from May onwards, provinces dominated by Hazaras
(Bamyan and Daikundi) remained under government control for a relatively long
time. Daikundi fell on 14 August after negotiations between tribal leaders and the
Taliban to avoid bloodshed.®3° The capital of Bamyan, Bamyan City, also fell without
violence after the capture of Kabul.640 However, the capture of the Hazara district of
Malistan in Ghazni province, where Hazaras represent almost half of the population,
was accompanied by extensive violence and torture (see 1.4.2.3).64!

Violence against Hazaras after the Taliban takeover

Hazaras continued to experience various forms of violence_after the Taliban took
power. The main categories of violence concerned (often large-scale) ISKP attacks
on Hazara targets such as Shia mosques (for more details, see 2.2.2.1). In addition
to this form of ISKP violence, there were also reprisals by the Taliban against Hazara
communities. According to Amnesty International, on 30 August 2021, Taliban
fighters killed thirteen Hazaras, including nine ANDSF members who had

631 In April 2021, the Taliban killed two officials and two civilians in the village of Kotal-e-Shiniya in Dawlatyar district
in the province of Ghor while they were travelling in their own car. All four victims were Hazaras. In May, the
Taliban killed three travellers, all Hazaras, on their way from the province of Ghor to the province of Herat in
Firoz Koh. See: The New York Times, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 2021, 3 June 2021.

632 In May, unknown gunmen killed two Hazaras after evening prayers in the Ghresk district of Helmand province.
See: The New York Times, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 2021, 3 June 2021.
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abduction of eighteen bus passengers between Maydan Wardak and Kabul on 25 November 2020, and the
abduction of four civilians in the Qarabagh district of Ghazni on 9 January 2021. Another source said that local
sources indicated that in January 2021, 52 people were abducted on the Dasht-e Qarabagh highway near Jaghori
district (on the border between the provinces of Ghazni and Uruzgan). KabulNow, Taliban kidnap senior members
of Ghazni’s appeal court, 19 September 2020. KabulNow, Taliban abduct 18 civilians in Maidan Wardak province,
25 November 2020. The Spanish news agency EFE-EFA reported on the abduction of 28 Hazaras on a highway in
Maidan Wardak on the same day. La Prensa Latina, Taliban kidnap 28 Hazara travelers in Afghanistan, 25
November 2020. The Afghan newspaper Dari VOA reported about the same incident in Dari: Dari VOA News,
Taliban kidnapped tens of passengers in Maidan Wardak, 25 November 2020. See: wuls ¢lue Saysn ollds YA ey |
22 sls ave ) (darivoa.com), accessed 4 June 2020; MENAFN, Afghanistan- Taliban: the Monster of Terror and
Kidnap in Highways of Central Areas, 16 January 2021.
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surrendered, in the village of Khidir in Daikundi province. One of the victims was a
seventeen-year-old girl.®4? This followed the incident mentioned earlier in which
Taliban fighters were responsible for the torture and revenge killing of nine Hazara
men in the Malistan district of Ghazni province in July 2021.643

Shiites

Most Afghan Shiites are Hazaras. This makes it difficult to distinguish whether
violence against Shiites is motivated by religious or ethnic motives, or whether
it represents a combination of the two. The following paragraphs contain
information about the Shia population in Afghanistan and the attitude of the
Taliban and ISKP towards this religious group.

Demographic information about the Shiites

The information in the previous country report about the percentage of Shiites
and the areas where most Shiites live in Afghanistan is still current.®44 There is
a lack of precise statistics on the number of Shiites and Sunnis in Afghanistan.
It is estimated that ten to fifteen percent of the population is Shiite. Out of a
total population of 36.6 million,%4> there are therefore between 3.6 and 5.4
million Shiites. As noted in the previous section, most Afghan Shiites, about
ninety percent,®4® are ethnic Hazaras. Not all Hazaras are Shiites, and there are
also Shiites among other ethnic groups, such as the Qizilbash.%4” There are also
Shiites among the predominantly Sunni Tajiks, such as the Imami Tajiks in
Western Afghanistan and the Badakshan Tajiks.%48 There are Shiites among the
mainly Sunni Sayed/Sadat ethnic group, and there is a Shiite clan within the
Pashtun, the Turi.®4°

Most Shiites live in Central Afghanistan, the traditional areas of the Hazaras
(the provinces of Bamyan, Daikundi and Ghor and parts of Ghazni, Uruzgan,
Parwan and Maidan Wardak). The largest city in this region, Bamyan, is almost
entirely Shiite.650 Part of the population of the cities of Herat, Kabul and Mazar-
i-Sharif is Shiite. In relative terms, the city of Herat has the highest proportion
of Shiites outside Central Afghanistan. According to the previous country
report, about half of the population there is Shiite.®>! In 2019, the Finnish
Country Information Service estimated that a quarter of the population of Kabul
is Shiite.®52 The Dasht-e-Barchi neighbourhood in Western Kabul is regarded as
a Hazara or Shiite district. The city of Mazar-i-Sharif in Balkh province is also
home to a relatively large number of Hazaras/Shiites.®>3 In addition, smaller

642 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: 13 Hazara killed by Taliban fighters in Daykundi province - new
investigation, 5 October 2021.

643 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Taliban responsible for brutal massacre of Hazara men - new investigation,

19 August 2021.

It should be noted that recent sources are based on a study of Afghanistan’s religious demographics by the Pew

Research Center dating from 2009.

%45 This is an estimate of the total population of Afghanistan as of mid-2020.

646 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, p. 4, 2021.

647 Fazel, M., Ethnohistory of the Qizilbash in Kabul: Migration, State, and a Shi'a Minority, PhD Thesis Indiana

University, 2017.

Minority Rights, World Directory of Minorities & Indigenous People: Afghanistan, undated, last accessed 12 July

2021.

Minority Rights, World Directory of Minorities & Indigenous People: Afghanistan, undated, last accessed 12 July

2021; Naval Postgraduate School, Ethnic Identity and Genealogies, undated, last accessed 12 July 2021.

Austria, Federal Office for Immigration and Asylum, Afghanistan Country Report Security Situation (EN), p. 54,

14 December 2020.

651 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only).

52 Finland, Finnish Immigration System (FIS), Afghanistan: Fact-Finding Mission to Kabul in April 2019 - Situation of
Returnees in Kabul, pp. 2-3, 15 October 2019.

653 The Bulwark, An Interview with Two Afghan Mayors About the U.S. Withdrawal from Afghanistan, 20 April 2021.
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numbers of Hazaras live in other Afghan cities and provinces such as Farah,
Logar and Kandahar.6°*

Position of Shiites before the Taliban takeover

The position of Shiites in Afghanistan varied between the different ethnic
groups. While the Hazaras have historically been victims of exclusion and
persecution and continue to suffer from socio-economic marginalisation (see
4.1.8), other Shiite groups such as the Qizilbash and Farsiwan have historically
enjoyed a certain degree of respect.®>> One source stated that Hazaras were
most at risk of discrimination on the basis of religion because they belong to an
easily identifiable ethnic group and are therefore easily identified as Shiite. This
was not the case for Shiites from other ethnic groups in Afghanistan, because
they are indistinguishable from Sunnis on the basis of appearance and have the
right to conceal their religious identity in public (tagiya).6%® In several Afghan
cities such as Herat and Kandahar, where Shiites and Sunnis have historically
coexisted, there was a degree of tolerance.®” However, there was an increase
in sectarian tension between Sunnis and Shiites in Herat. This development was
attributed to the large influx of Afghan Shiite returnees (mainly Hazaras) from
Iran.658

Attacks on Shiites before the Taliban takeover

In 2020, UNAMA identified ten incidents in which 112 civilians were killed and
196 injured, where the primary target was the Shiite religious minority in
Afghanistan, with most of the victims also belonging to the Hazaras.®%° As
stated in the previous section on Hazaras, this type of violence intensified in
the first half of 2021, and there were twenty incidents in which Shiites (mainly
Hazaras) were the targets of violence. As noted in the previous section, ISKP
was behind most of these attacks and is an outspoken enemy of Shiite Muslims.
The Taliban claimed no responsibility for large-scale attacks on Shiites.

Position of and violence against the Shiites after the Taliban takeover

Since the Taliban took power, Hazaras have remained the most vulnerable
among the Shiite community in Afghanistan because of their recognisable
appearance.®60 As stated in the previous section on Hazaras, there have been
several large-scale attacks by ISKP on Shiite mosques, underscoring the
sectarian character of ISKP violence.®6! According to a confidential source, it is
too early to assess the Taliban’s attitude towards Shiites.%%? There were signs
that the Taliban are advocating a more inclusive approach towards Shiites, %3

654 EASO, Situation of Hazaras and Shias (2018-2020), p. 2, 29 July 2020; Austria, Federal Office for Immigration

and Asylum, Afghanistan Country Report Security Situation (EN), p. 100, 14 December 2020; Confidential

source, 30 December 2021.

Confidential source, 13 December 2021.

656 Confidential source, 9 June 2021.

657 AAN, Speculation Abounding: Trying to make sense of the attacks against Shias in Herat city, 3 February 2019;

Austria, Federal Office for Immigration and Asylum, Afghanistan Country Report Security Situation (EN), p. 151,

14 December 2020. EASO, Afghanistan Security situation, p. 308, June 2021; Confidential source, 30 December

2021.

Afghanistan Public Policy Research Organisation (APPRO), Local Dynamics of Conflict and Peace in Western

Afghanistan, p. 1, July 2021.

659 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection Of Civilians In Armed Conflict Annual Report 2020, p. 55, February 2021.

660 Confidential source, 7 December 2021; The Guardian, Shia mosque bombing kills dozens in Afghan city of
Kunduz, 8 October 2021.

661 Confidential source, 9 July 2021. See also: Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Surge in Islamic State Attacks on
Shia, 25 October 2021.

%62 Confidential source, 9 July 2021.

663 Confidential source, 30 December 2021. See also: ABC, Despite mistrust, Afghan Shiites seek Taliban protection,
16 November 2021; The New York Times, On Patrol: 12 Days With a Taliban Police Unit in Kabul, 28 January
2021.
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but there were also signs that the Taliban wanted to reverse certain
achievements in the area of religious freedom. Developments pointing to
greater religious tolerance within the Taliban include the fact that the Taliban
have allowed the celebration of Ashura, one of the most important Shia
rituals,®64 to continue, %> have assigned more guards to Shia places of worship
and shrines, %66 and have administered justice in some regions. according to
Shia jurisprudence.®%” In addition, the Taliban leadership held talks with Shiite
leaders about the use of Shia jurisprudence in the new justice system under the
Taliban and more inclusiveness at the administrative level.%68 One negative
development was the fact that the Taliban have indicated that they may wish to
replace the current constitution with the Constitution of 1964. The latter, unlike
the former, does not guarantee equal rights for Shiites.®%° According to a
source, the Taliban did not initially take many measures to protect the Shiite
community against (ISKP) violence, but the attack on a Shia mosque in
Kandahar was a turning point. The Shiite community in Kandahar mainly
consists of merchants and is highly regarded. The attack was therefore a
source of shame for the Taliban. This led to increased efforts to protect Shiites
from ISKP violence, according to the source.®7° Other sources reported the use
of Taliban fighters to guard Shia shrines.®7!

Non-practising Muslims

More freedom in Kabul and other major cities before the Taliban takeover
Although the climate in Afghanistan is predominantly conservative and Islamic
values are the foundation of Afghan social and cultural norms, at least before the
Taliban takeover there were possibilities for Afghans to adopt a more ‘secular
lifestyle’ and not follow all Islamic practices.®’2 Whether this was actually possible
for an individual depended on his/her family and the community in which he/she
lived.®73 In Kabul in particular - but also in liberal areas in other major cities®’4 - it
was possible to (at least partially) ignore certain ‘religious’ horms such as strict
dress codes and the ban on contact with unrelated persons of the opposite sex. In
Kabul, for example, there were initiatives and places where unmarried (mainly
young) Afghan men and women could gather, such as coffee houses and cycling
clubs.®75 In cities, it was also more accepted for women to work and wear a loose
hijab. However, even in Kabul, women who did not adhere to ‘religious’ dress

663 The Washington Post, The Taliban is trying to win over Afghanistan’s Shiites with a 33-year-old Hazara emissary.
But many question the group’s sincerity., 1 November 2021

664 For more information about Ashura, see: BBC, What is Ashura?, 6 December 2011.

665 Al Jazeera, Afghanistan: A subdued Ashura under Taliban rule, 19 August 2021; Foreign Policy, Afghanistan’s
Hazaras Get Mixed Messages From the Taliban, 4 September 2021; The New York Times, On the ground: Kabul
on edge., 20 August 2021.

666 ABC, Despite mistrust, Afghan Shiites seek Taliban protection, 16 November 2021; The New York Times, On
Patrol: 12 Days With a Taliban Police Unit in Kabul, 28 January 2021.

%67 The Washington Post, The Taliban is trying to win over Afghanistan’s Shiites with a 33-year-old Hazara emissary.
But many question the group’s sincerity., 1 November 2021.

668 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

%69 The Washington Post, The Taliban is trying to win over Afghanistan’s Shiites with a 33-year-old Hazara emissary.
But many question the group’s sincerity., 1 November 2021.

670 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

671 ABC, Despite mistrust, Afghan Shiites seek Taliban protection, 16 November 2021; The New York Times, On
Patrol: 12 Days With a Taliban Police Unit in Kabul, 28 January 2021.

672 Landinfo, Afghanistan The situation of Christian converts, p. 10, 7 April 2021.

673 Confidential source, 30 June and 5 July 2021.

674 National Geographic, As the Taliban return, Afghanistan's past threatens its future, 15 August 2021.

875 The New York Times, In Kabul’s Liberating Cafes, ‘Women Make the Culture Here, Not Men’, 25 May 2019; The
Star, Kabul’s budding cafe scene gives young people a break from tradition, 6 October 2020; Iteraaz,
Transformation Of Café Culture In Kabul, Afghanistan, 26 January 2021; Bicycling, These Afghan Women Are
Defying the Patriarchy—On Bikes, 12 October 2020.
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standards in particular were at risk of intimidation, threats, %76 insults, %77 and
unsolicited advice.®78 According to one source, this form of pressure to comply with
religious norms came from fellow citizens. The Afghan government and security
forces were not concerned with enforcing such informal norms before the Taliban
took power.%7? In addition to the large cities, provinces mainly inhabited by Hazaras
were also known to be more progressive: education was a priority, boys and girls
went to school together, and a relatively large number of women worked. 680

In some conservative areas that were not under the control of the Taliban at
the beginning of 2021, religious leaders who enforced strict ‘religious’ norms
were already active before the arrival of the Taliban. In some cases, they
punished Muslims who did not adhere to their rules with violence.®%8! For
example, in the conservative neighbourhood of Gozargah in the city of Herat,
a mullah was active who, according to USCIRF, had punished more than a
hundred people with beatings for what he regarded as violations of sharia
law. 682

Enforcement of 'religious’ rules in areas under Taliban control before the
general takeover of power

Reports from rural areas, which were often more conservative than Kabul
and other large cities before the arrival of the Taliban, showed that residents
had been forced to give up the limited freedoms that they previously had
since the return of the Taliban.®83 Several sources indicated that, while there
were differences in the approaches taken by local Taliban leaders, the
Taliban forced individuals to go to the mosque, %8 not to use smartphones®8>
and not to listen to music.%8® The Taliban had a morality police (amri bil
marof) in some areas to enforce these rules®” and used threats and
punishments against actual or alleged violators. %8 According to the BCC,
these punishments were severe and violent if a first warning was not
heeded: flogging, beating, imprisonment and public humiliation.®8° In April
2021, videos appeared from the province of Herat showing a woman being
flogged for phoning a man and three other people being flogged for eating

676 Bicycling, These Afghan Women Are Defying the Patriarchy—On Bikes, 12 October 2020; Rudaw, Afghanistan:
The Missing Peace - Part II: ‘When women are in danger, it's not peace - it's surrender’, 5 December 2019; Los
Angeles Times, They grew up under U.S. occupation. What happens when the troops leave?, 16 November 2020.

677 ABC News, Afghan women enjoy hard-won freedoms. Now a US deal with the Taliban threatens them, 13 April
2021.

678 The New York Times, Fighting Patriarchy, and Fearing Worse From the Taliban, 15 September 2020.

679 Confidential source, 30 June and 5 July 2021; Confidential source, 22 August 2021.

680 National Geographic, As the Taliban return, Afghanistan's past threatens its future, 15 August 2021.

%81 The New York Times, A Radical Cleric Ignites an Islamist Resistance in Afghanistan, 22 October 2020; USCIRF,
Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, pp. 2-3, 2021.

682 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, pp. 2-3, 2021.

683 The Washington Post, How life under Taliban rule in Afghanistan has changed - And how it hasn’t, 29 December
2020; Human Rights Watch, Social Restrictions, and justice in Taliban-Held Afghanistan, June 2020; RFE/RL, Has
The Taliban Changed? Afghans Living Under Militant Group Say It Still Rules Using Fear, Brutality, 13 April 2021;
The Wall Street Journal, The Taliban Say They’ve Changed. On the Ground, They’re Just as Brutal., 31 May 2021.

684 The Conversation, Afghanistan after the US withdrawal: The Taliban speak more moderately but their extremist
rule hasn’t evolved in 20 years, 22 July 2021.

585 AAN, Living with the Taleban (2): Local experiences in Nad Ali district, Helmand province, 18 January 2021.

686 The New York Times, Taliban Try to Polish Their Image as They Push for Victory, 4 August 2021.

587 AAN, Living with the Taleban (2): Local experiences in Nad Ali district, Helmand province, 18 January 2021.

%88 The New York Times, Afghan Women Fear the Worst, Whether War or Peace Lies Ahead, 1 May 2021; France24,
Taliban tribunal gives woman 40 lashes for talking to a man on the phone, 22 April 2021; Khaama Press, Three
people whipped in Herat for eating during the ‘Ramadan’ month, 20 April 2021; BBC, Afghans living under
Taliban lament loss of freedoms, 14 August 2021.

689 BBC, Afghans living under Taliban lament loss of freedoms, 14 August 2021.
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during the day during Ramadan.®% On 15 May 2021, the Taliban allegedly
shot dead a woman in Herat province on suspicion of having extramarital
affairs (killings of women suspected of extramarital affairs also occurred in
areas not under Taliban control: see 4.1.14 on blood feuds and honour
killings).®! In an interview with The Observer, a local Taliban leader from
this province gave the impression that these incidents were the tip of the
iceberg, as the Taliban administered corporal punishment in secret to avoid
public consternation and criticism. 692

The situation for non-practising Muslims after the Taliban takeover

A source said that under the Taliban it is no longer possible for non-
practising Muslims to openly deviate from certain practices which are seen as
essential parts of Islam.%93 However, it is difficult to indicate which practices
the Taliban regards as essential, and there seems to be a lot of local
variation in, for example, the enforcement of hair and dress codes. %4 After
the de facto Ministry of Virtue and Vice had been re-established, it published
a (pre-existing) manual containing rules for Afghans in their daily lives and
instructions for Taliban fighters regarding the enforcement of these rules (for
more information on this ministry, see 2.2.4).%%> Sources indicated that in
practice the Taliban in Kabul did not enforce strict hair and/or dress codes for
men and women for the first few months, %% that they did not require women
to be accompanied by a mahram, a male attendant, when they went outside
(for more details on mahrams, see 4.1.13.6),%7 and that in certain parts of
Kabul it was still possible for an unmarried man and woman to drink
coffee.®%8 According to the head of enforcement for the de facto Ministry of
Virtue and Vice, the ministry wanted to start with a campaign to inform and
convince people in cities about the new rules, but it was possible that it
would move to stricter enforcement at a certain point.%° A The New York
Times report on a new Taliban police unit described an incident in which
Taliban officers beat some boys who were visiting a Shia shrine with their
girlfriends; the shrine was being guarded by this unit.700

Non-Muslims

There has been no census in Afghanistan for several decades and therefore no
precise data are available on the number of individuals belonging to religious
minorities in Afghanistan.’%! Afghanistan has a long-standing Hindu and Sikh
community, and there have also been Christian converts in Afghanistan for several

6% France24, Taliban tribunal gives woman 40 lashes for talking to a man on the phone, 22 April 2021; Khaama
Press, Three people whipped in Herat for eating during the ‘Ramadan’ month, 20 April 2021; The Diplomat,
Western Amnesia and the Trauma of Taliban Rule, 30 April 2021. The head of the AIHRC’s women's affairs
department confirmed in 2019 that women in remote areas are subjected to flogging and stoning if they fail to
comply with Taliban rules. Rudaw, Sacrificing Afghan women’s liberties will cause ‘anarchy’: human rights chief, 5
December 2019.

%1 The New York Times, Afghan War Casualty Report: May 2021, 3 June 2021.

%92 The Guardian, After the retreat: what now for Afghanistan?, 4 July 2021.

693 Confidential source, 1 December 2021.

694 NDTV, Taliban Say Burga Not Mandatory For Women, Hijab Is, 17 August 2021.

695 The Guardian, ‘We don’t want people to be in a panic,’ says chief of Taliban morality police, 19 September 2021.

6% Confidential source, 1 December 2021; Confidential source, 25 November 2021; Rolling Stone, The conquering
militants govern by fear. Poverty deepens, and behind closed doors journalists are beaten and rumors of
executions spread. A portrait of a country on the edge, 28 November 2021; Confidential source, 30 December
2021.

697 Confidential source, 3 December 2021; Confidential source, 1 December 2021.

698 Confidential source, December 2021; NOS, Correspondent Aletta Andre in Afghanistan: Hoe is het leven onder de
Taliban?, 27 December 2021; Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

69 The Guardian, ‘We don’t want people to be in a panic,’ says chief of Taliban morality police, 19 September 2021.

700 The New York Times, On Patrol: 12 Days With a Taliban Police Unit in Kabul, 28 January 2022.

701 | andinfo, Afghanistan The situation of Christian converts, p. 7, 7 April 2021.
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decades. Sikhs and Hindus were able to practise their faith openly according to the
law, but in practice they were regularly victims of discrimination and (sometimes
deadly) violence before the Taliban took power. Before the fall of Kabul, Christians
could only practise their faith in secret; otherwise they risked violence and
expulsion.”%2 Since the Taliban took power, many of the remaining Sikhs and Hindus
have fled,”°3 and Christians have in all probability gone even more underground.”%4

Sikhs and Hindus

As the previous country report stated, there are no known reports of Afghan
Muslims converting to become Hindu or Sikh. Information about the situation of
Muslims and Sikhs in Afghanistan therefore concerns individuals who have belonged
to this community since birth.795

Further fall in Sikh and Hindu numbers in Afghanistan before the Taliban takeover
The main development during 2020 and 2021 was the further fall in the number of
Sikhs and Hindus remaining in Afghanistan. This is part of a long-term trend.
Sources indicate that the number of Hindus and Sikhs in Afghanistan further
declined from six or seven hundred individuals at the beginning of 20207% to four
hundred Sikhs and fifty Hindus at the end of 2020.797 The Afghan authorities helped
Hindus and Sikhs to obtain passports and visas so they could leave the country.”08
Most of the remaining Sikhs and Hindus lived in Kabul. In addition, there were still a
few Sikhs in Nangarhar, Paktia and Ghazni in 2020.7°° According to USCIRF, Sikh
leaders indicated in 2020 that the main causes of emigration during that year were
the threat from insurgent groups, a lack of protection by the authorities and multiple
attacks on the community.”10 This picture differed from that of previous years, when
Sikh leaders indicated that the main cause of emigration was lack of employment.”!!

Religious freedom for Hindus and Sikhs in Afghanistan before the Taliban takeover
Sikhs and Hindus could in principle — according to the law — practise their religion in
public in Afghanistan before the takeover by the Taliban. However, their freedom of
religion remained restricted (for more details, see the previous general country
report).”!2 Sikhs and Hindus were allowed to build temples and the Afghan
government had provided funds to restore existing places of worship for various
religious groups, including Hindus and Sikhs.”13 Due to the departure of many Sikhs
and Hindus, the number of temples had fallen sharply to about seventy locations.
Sikh and Hindu leaders also indicated that a lack of adequate protection by the

792 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, 2021.

703 News 18, In Goodwill Gesture, Taliban Sends 114 Afghan Sikhs to Delhi Today, 10 December 2021; USCIRF,
Factsheet Afghanistan, October 2021.

704 Confidential source, 20 November 2021.

705 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 79.

7% The New York Times, India Offers Escape to Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Facing Attacks, 19 July 2020; AP, Facing IS,
last embattled Sikhs, Hindus leave Afghanistan, 27 September 2020.

707 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, p. 3, 2021. According to USCIRF, the fifty
remaining Hindus are all businessmen whose families live abroad.

708 USCIRF, Annual Report of The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, p. 11, April 2021.

709 Austria, Federal Office for Immigration and Asylum, Afghanistan Country Report Security Situation (EN), p. 71, 14
December 2020; The New York Times, India Offers Escape to Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Facing Attacks, 19 July
2020.

710 The attacks in question were mainly ISKP attacks from before this reporting period. For more information on
attacks on Sikhs and Hindus, see: Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report
on Afghanistan, November 2020 (Dutch only), p. 79.

711 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, p. 18, 2021.

712 AP, Facing IS, last embattled Sikhs, Hindus leave Afghanistan, 27 September 2020; The New York Times, India
Offers Escape to Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Facing Attacks, 19 July 2020.

713 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, p. 17, 2021.
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Afghan authorities for their temples and cremation grounds prevented them from
practising their religion.”4

Discrimination against Hindus and Sikhs in daily life before the Taliban takeover

In 2020, Sikhs and Hindus continued to report discrimination by fellow citizens in
areas such as education and job-seeking. In addition, Sikhs in particular suffered
from discrimination and harassment from other citizens on the street, because they
are easily recognisable from their head covering. Property and land expropriations
also remained a major problem, partly as Hindus and Sikhs experienced
discrimination in the Afghan legal system, particularly in cases relating to land
expropriation.”!> Many Sikhs lived in poverty and religious leaders stated that many
Afghan Sikhs lived and slept in temples due to lack of housing of their own.”16 As
the previous country report noted, Hindus and Sikhs were represented in parliament
and other political functions. This remained the case up to the time of the takeover
by the Taliban.7t”

The Taliban and Hindus and Sikhs before the takeover

The Taliban spoke out against violence against Hindus and Sikhs on its website
before the takeover, noting that protecting religious minorities was a religious
obligation that was not respected by the Afghan government.’8 Shortly before the
Taliban took power across Afghanistan, local Taliban fighters removed the holy Sikh
flag from a Sikh temple in Paktia province, Gurdawara Thala Sahib, and replaced it
with the Taliban flag. The Sikh flag was later restored.”'?

Situation for Hindus and Sikhs in India

Most of the Sikhs and Hindus who left Afghanistan in 2020 and 2021 fled to India.
India passed the Citizenship (Amendment) Act in 2019, the purpose of which is to
provide Indian nationality to Hindu, Sikh, Parsi, Buddhist and Christian refugees
from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh. However, this law only applies to
refugees who were already in India in 2014.720 In addition, many Afghan Hindus and
Sikhs who were already in India before 2014 had not obtained a residence
permit/nationality by January 2021, because the law had not yet entered into
force.’?! At the end of May 2021, the Indian government took steps to speed up the
residence permit application process in a small number of districts.”?? Afghan Sikhs
and Hindus in India without a residence permit are required to have a visa for India.
This visa must be renewed periodically, which is a bureaucratic, difficult and time-
consuming process, according to several Afghan refugees.”?3 The Hindus and Sikhs
who arrived in 2020 and 2021 lived in difficult socio-economic conditions.”?# In the
spring of 2021, media outlets reported that forty Hindu and Sikh families had

714 AP, Facing IS, last embattled Sikhs, Hindus leave Afghanistan, 27 September 2020; The New York Times, India
Offers Escape to Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Facing Attacks, 19 July 2020.

715 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, pp. 9, 11, April 2021.

716 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, pagina 55, april 2021.

717 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, p. 12, April 2021; AP, Facing IS, last
embattled Sikhs, Hindus leave Afghanistan, 27 September 2020.

718 MEMRI, Afghan Taliban Statement Opposes Equal Rights Or Share In Power For Non-Muslim Religious Minorities In
Afghanistan, 8 June 2021.

719 Republic World, In Afghanistan, Taliban Storms Into Karte Parwan Gurdwara; Vandalizes Holy Shrine, 5 October
2021.

720 Deutsche Welle, Afghanistan's Sikh refugees try to find a new home in India, 1 December 2020.

721 The Wire, Delay in CAA Implementation Leaves Hindu and Sikh Refugees in India Disconsolate, 8 January 2021.

722 India Today, Govt invites citizenship applications from non-Muslim refugees from Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, 29 June 2021.

723 The Wire, Delay in CAA Implementation Leaves Hindu and Sikh Refugees in India Disconsolate, 8 January 2021

724 Deutsche Welle, Afghanistan's Sikh refugees try to find a new home in India, 1 December 2020; The Indian
Express, A year after Kabul attack, Afghan Sikhs long for a settled life, 25 March 2021; TOLO News, 30 Afghans
Died From COVID-19 in India: Envoy, 26 April 2021.
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returned from India to Afghanistan due to the many problems they encountered in
India.”?®

Situation of Hindus and Sikhs after the Taliban takeover

After the Taliban took power, India initially evacuated 67 Sikhs and Hindus to
India,”?% including the two MPs Anarkali Honaryar and Narendra Singh Khals.”?”
However, there were 140 Hindus and Sikhs who wanted to evacuate but were
unable to reach the airport.”’?8 Many of the Sikhs left behind in Afghanistan then
initially sought refuge in the Dashmesh Pita gurdawara (place of worship) in the
Karte Parwan neighbourhood of Kabul.”?® According to USCIRF, Taliban
representatives visited the community there and asked them not to leave
Afghanistan.”3° However, the Taliban also indicated in August 2021 that they were
willing to provide identity documents to Hindus and Sikhs who wanted to leave for
India.”3! After several weeks, many of the individuals in the gurdawara returned to
their own homes to resume their daily activities.”32 In early October, heavily armed
Taliban fighters intimidated Sikhs and Hindus who had remained in the Dashmesh
Pita gurdawara after forcing their way into the shrine.”33 On 10 December 2021,
India evacuated more than a hundred people from Afghanistan, mostly Hindus and
Sikhs. They also took a number of holy books with them to India.”3* According to
News 18, some three hundred Hindus and Sikhs remained in Afghanistan after this
evacuation.”3> USCIRF stated in October - before the latest evacuation - that there
were still two hundred and fifty Sikhs and Hindus in Afghanistan.?”36

Christians

As the previous country report indicated, almost all Christian Afghans have become
part of this religious community through conversion.”3? A 2021 report by Landinfo
on Christians in Afghanistan confirmed this picture, but stated that there is now a
‘second generation’ of Christians, i.e. Afghan children of converted parents.”38
According to official figures before the Taliban takeover, there were no Christians in
Afghanistan other than foreign diplomats and humanitarian workers, according to
World Watch Research.”3° Other sources also stated that there were no reliable
figures available on the number of Christians in Afghanistan.’4® Landinfo stated that
estimates ranged from several dozen to several thousand people.’#! There were also
no figures on the number of Afghan children of converted Christian parents. This
uncertainty about the number of Christian converts in Afghanistan was due to the
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fact that Christian converts practise their faith secretly for fear of persecution.”42
Most converted Christians in Afghanistan are Protestant/Evangelical and mainly live
in cities. Most of the information available about Afghan Christians, according to
Landinfo, is based on assumptions about the attitudes of the authorities and society
towards converts.”43

Conversion and the law

The previous country report contained an extensive discussion of the legal
framework in the area of apostasy. Before the change of power, Afghan legislation
had no provisions directly relating to apostasy. However, Article 130 of the
Constitution stated that if there was no provision in the Constitution or other laws
with regard to certain possible offences, the courts should apply Islamic law (sharia)
and the Islamic jurisprudence of the Hanafi school (or Shia jurisprudence if all the
parties concerned were Shiites). Apostasy is a serious offence punishable by death
for male converts under both Sunni and Shia interpretations of Islamic criminal law.
Female converts can be punished with life imprisonment’44 and/or lashes.”4>
However, judges could also choose to impose less severe sentences.’4¢ Attempting
to convert others carries the same punishments according to sharia.’#” Under
current interpretations of Islamic criminal law, a suspected convert has the right to
reverse his or her conversion during a trial to avoid criminal prosecution.”48

Criminal prosecution of converts before the Taliban takeover’4?

According to USCIRF, there were no reports in 2020 of cases of the Afghan
government prosecuting converts.”>% Landinfo stated that the last legal proceedings
against a convert (or alleged convert) took place in 2004, but did not end in a
judgment as the case was dismissed with reference to the defendant’s mental
health.”>! This means that since the fall of the Taliban in 2001, no one in
Afghanistan has been sentenced to death for converting to Christianity.”>2

Social attitudes towards Christian converts before the Taliban takeover

Even before the Taliban took power, conversion could not rely on social acceptance
in Afghanistan,’>3 because it is seen as an insult to the Islamic values that underlie
Afghan society, according to Landinfo.”>* World Watch Research states that
conversion to Christianity is associated with Western values.”>> Relatives present the
greatest risk to converts who want to keep their conversion secret, because social

742 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, p. 16, 2021.

743 Landinfo, Afghanistan The situation of Christian converts, 7 April 2021

744 For more details, see: Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on
Afghanistan, November 2021, pp. 61-62.

745 Landinfo, Afghanistan The situation of Christian converts, p. 23, 7 April 2021. These lashes should be
administered every three days according to the Hanafi school, and every day according to Shia Ja’Fari
jurisprudence. Children, hermaphrodites (androgynous individuals), and Muslims who were not Muslim by birth
may not be sentenced to death.
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747 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, p. 6, 2021.
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750 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, p. 6, 2021.
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control is very high and there is little privacy.’>® As well as converted Christians
being at risk of rejection by the family,”>” according to USCIRF converts also
received threats - including death threats - from relatives.”>® However, one source
indicated that ostracism was the most common response to a conversion that
became known.”5° Other possible consequences if a conversion became known were
the dissolution of marriages,”6° expropriation and disinheritance as well as loss of
parental authority.”®! The sources consulted made no references to concrete
(recent) cases in which Christians were subjected to this type of punishment.
Landinfo stated that some families will accept conversion on condition that the
conversion is not made public, with a view to protecting the family’s honour. 762
Christians were also at risk of violence, of exclusion from the wider community and
from services such as healthcare, %3 of dismissal’®* and of having a weaker legal
position in property disputes.’®> Again, the consulted sources did not identify any
concrete (recent) cases in which Christians experienced such consequences in
practice as a result of their religious beliefs.

The situation of Christians who have been converted abroad on their return

The sources consulted contain no information on the specific fate of individuals who
had converted to Christianity abroad and subsequently returned to Afghanistan. It is
likely that if it became known that a person had converted to Christianity abroad, he
or she would be subject to the same sanctions as those who converted in
Afghanistan. According to Landinfo, it was unlikely that information about an asylum
procedure would become known on a person’s return to Afghanistan, unless the
returnee disclosed this information him/herself.”66 One source stated that many
Afghans who have been to Europe were in any case suspected of not adhering to
Islamic norms and even of conversion, because many Afghans believed that it is
only possible to gain asylum by converting.”6” Another source confirmed that
conservative elements in Afghan society saw any contact with ‘the West’ as
suspicious, as it exposed Afghans to Christianity.”® Sources differed on the
consequences if it became known that someone had converted abroad. According to
a number of sources consulted by Landinfo, there was some understanding in
Afghan society about claiming to convert for strategic reasons in order to increase
the chances of being allowed to settle elsewhere.”® However, other sources
consulted by Landinfo indicated that whether this option existed or not depended on
the family and community from which the (strategic) convert came.”’% Another
source indicated that returned Afghans who were suspected of having converted
were at high risk of reprisals from the family, the wider community and/or Islamic
groups such as the Taliban and ISKP (for more details, see Chapter 6 on returns).””!

The situation of Christians after the Taliban takeover
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Christians were already an invisible group in Afghanistan before the Taliban took
power. According to Christian advocates, many actual or alleged Christians went into
hiding after the Taliban took power after threatening phone calls or house searches
by Taliban fighters.””? A source confirmed that many Christians had gone into hiding
and thrown away their phones as a precaution. Taliban fighters would check the
phones of alleged Christians to see if Bible texts had been downloaded onto them.”73
Some Christians had fled the country, according to this source.’’# The source
indicated that the Taliban did not seem interested at the moment in prosecuting
Christians through sharia courts, but that they were busy tracing Christians and
their networks. They were doing this, among other means, through documents left
behind by the Ghani government and international troops, or through telephone
communications between Christians who had fled and those who had been left
behind. These efforts had led to some abductions of Christians, according to the
source.’’> Another source said it was not aware of any cases of criminal prosecution
of alleged Christians since the Taliban took power.”76 According to Voice of Martyrs
Canada, ‘unmasking’ by family members continued to pose the greatest risk to
Christians in Afghanistan under the new regime.”””

Schoolchildren

Schoolchildren before the Taliban takeover

In 2019, there were approximately sixteen million children under the age of fourteen
in Afghanistan.””® In Afghanistan, education was compulsory for children between
the ages of seven and fifteen before the Taliban took power. Children attended
primary school from the age of seven to twelve and secondary school between the
ages of thirteen and eighteen. According to data from the Afghan Ministry of
Education, just over 2.5 million girls and four million boys attended primary
education in 2019.77° The proportion of girls in the total number of students
decreased sharply from secondary school onwards. Between 70 and 82% of female
students dropped out after sixth grade.”8° There were just over a million girls and
two million boys in secondary school in 2019.78! Although there were many more
children in education under the Ghani government than under the previous Taliban
regime, when about 900,000 children, almost none of whom were girls, were
attending school, the number of children attending school had not increased since
2015.782

Education in rural areas

Before the fall of Kabul, there was a big difference between urban and rural areas in
terms of access to education. Girls from rural areas were in relative terms the
largest group of school-age children excluded from education, according to
UNICEF.783 Data from 2017 showed that in the provinces of Helmand, Wardak,
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in Afghanistan, pp. 63-66, February 2021.

780 Confidential source, 22 July 2021.
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782 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, pp. 63-66, February 2021.

783 Government of Afghanistan, Ministry of Education, United Nations Children’s Fund, and Samuel Hall, All in School
and Learning: Global Initiative on Out-Of-School Children-Afghanistan Country Study, pp. 20-21, 2018.
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Kandahar, Zabul, Paktika and Uruzgan in particular, the percentage of girls
attending school between the ages of seven and seventeen was very low: fifteen
percent or less.”8* The provinces where many girls were excluded from education
were mainly inhabited by Pashtuns, were seen as conservative, and were also
among the most insecure provinces in Afghanistan.’®> In rural Afghanistan informal
community education was offered by volunteers from their own homes in order to
provide some degree of education, especially for girls. This type of education was
part of the formal Afghan education system before the Taliban took power.786

Education for girls in areas already under Taliban control

As indicated in the previous country report, the Taliban had already stated before
the takeover that they were no longer opposed to all forms of education for girls.
According to the Overseas Development Institute (ODI), a research organisation in
the field of international affairs,”8” there was much disagreement within the Taliban
about attitudes towards education in general and, more specifically, education for
girls.”8 In December 2020, the Taliban allowed UNICEF to open four thousand
informal community schools in twenty provinces.”8® However, at many places in
areas where the Taliban had been in power for some time, girls had no access to
education because local Taliban leaders did not allow education for girls.”?° Children
(boys and girls) were also not allowed to attend school by their parents because of
the safety risks in many of these areas.”®! Traditional norms also limited girls’
access to education.”®2 As the previous country report noted, secondary education
remained inaccessible to girls in virtually all areas already under Taliban control.”93
However, anecdotal evidence suggested that in some areas under Taliban control,
the Taliban enforced this ban on secondary education for Pashtun girls, but not for
girls belonging to other ethnic groups such as the Hazaras.”?*

Safety risks for schoolchildren

Lack of security led to the closure of schools and the deaths of teachers and
students. Between 2003 and 2020, four thousand schools closed due to lack of
security.”?> In 2020, violence led to the closure of 258 more schools, with the result
that 122,679 children (83,984 boys and 38,695 girls) had no further access to
education. More than half of these schools were located in southern Afghanistan and
31% in the north.”?% In the first half of 2021, sixteen targeted attacks on schools
and teaching staff took place, including the large-scale attack on the Hazara girls’
school in Kabul (see 1.4.2.3). There were also 26 incidents in which schools or
teaching staff were accidental victims of armed violence.”®” Insurgent groups, and
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the Taliban in particular, were responsible for 22 attacks against schools in 2020.7°8
The majority of these attacks were targeted. Government forces were responsible
for twenty incidents involving schools, students or teaching staff. Eighteen of these
cases involved collateral damage.”??

Girls” primary and secondary education since the takeover by the Taliban

Since the takeover by the Taliban, primary schools have reopened to boys and girls,
but secondary education remains largely inaccessible to girls. Shortly after the
Taliban took power, the situation regarding girls’ education was very unclear.
According to UNICEF, public schools were closed in August 2021 because of the
holidays or because of measures against Covid-19. Secondary school exams did take
place in August, however.8%° According to De Volkskrant, girls in Herat and Uruzgan
were allowed to take these exams, 2%t but according to TOLO News, the Taliban
banned girls in several districts of Badakhshan on pain of a fine of 40,000 afghani
(approx 380 euros).802 The schools were closed again a few days later.

In mid-September, the Taliban opened secondary schools for boys, but made no
mention of the future of female secondary school students.8%3 From the end of 2021,
most Afghan students had a three-month winter holiday.8%* A Taliban decree on the
status of women in early December did not include any information about girls’ right
to attend secondary school.8% Enquiries made by the BBC to the de facto Deputy
Minister of Education in December revealed that the Taliban were not planning to
allow girls to attend secondary school until the announcement of new policies in this
area in 2022.806 QOther Taliban representatives stated that the Taliban planned to
allow girls to attend secondary school and university,8°” provided girls and boys
were separated.8%® According to commentators, this was a dubious excuse not to
open schools yet, as boys and girls had separate secondary education in most places
in Afghanistan anyway.8%° On 17 January 2022, Zabihullah Mujahid, the spokesman
for the de facto government and the de facto Deputy Minister of Culture and
Information, announced that all schools for girls would open on 21 March 2022.810
However, on 23 March 2021, the de facto Ministry of Education announced that
secondary schools would remain closed to girls until a system of secondary
education for girls in line with sharia and Afghan cultural norms was established.8!!
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In practice, some girls did go to secondary school during the last months of 2021.812
According to the BBC, at least some secondary schools for girls were open in the
provinces of Herat, Zabul, Sar-e Pul, Jawzjan, Balkh, Kunduz and Samangan.8!3 At
the same time, female students in secondary schools in Herat were not allowed to
take annual exams in November.814 At the provincial level, some local Taliban
administrators re-closed schools that opened to girls, according to the BBC.815 Even
in provinces where secondary schools were open to girls, parents sometimes kept
their daughters at home, for example because they were afraid of the reaction of
the Taliban®!® or because of the humanitarian crisis.81” The humanitarian crisis also
had a negative impact on male participation in secondary education and
participation in primary education by both boys and girls.8!8 Finally, a source stated
that a shortage of male teachers in Kabul has prevented many boys from attending
secondary school, as they are not allowed to be taught by female teachers.8!°

University education for girls

On 2 February 2022, Afghan public universities reopened to both men and women
for the first time since the Taliban took power. The universities concerned were in
the following six provinces: Kandahar, Helmand, Nimroz, Farah, Laghman and
Nangarhar. According to ANP, few students appeared on the first day, but in
Laghman, for example, the Taliban had taken measures to make segregated
education possible and thus to facilitate the participation of women in university
education.820 A source within the de facto government stated that universities could
choose how they wanted to implement gender segregation: teaching men and
women at different times or teaching men and women in different classrooms. 82!
The opening of universities in the other, colder provinces was planned for the end of
February, after the end of the winter season.822 VOA News reported on 26 February
that public universities across the country had indeed opened their doors to male
and female students. Men and women had separate classes, many professors were
absent and women had to wear hijabs.823

Women

The position of Afghan women has improved considerably over the past twenty
years. There were significant differences between the situation of Afghan women in
rural and urban areas, and between districts that were and were not controlled by
the Taliban. After the seizure of power, the Taliban stated that women would be
given more rights than in the past and that the Taliban would guarantee all their
rights ‘within the limits of Islam’.824 In the months that followed, girls in most
provinces of Afghanistan were not allowed to attend secondary school (see previous
section for details) and the Taliban ordered female officials — apart from some
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essential professions — to stay at home. The system of services and shelters to help
female victims of violence also almost completely collapsed.82> Sources also
suggested that conservative male relatives took advantage of the changing social
climate to oppress female relatives by forcing them to stay at home, 826 or by trying
to take children away from single mothers.82” The following paragraphs describe the
situation of women in Afghanistan before and after the Taliban takeover. A
distinction is made as far as possible between the position of women in districts that
have been under Taliban control for some time and the rest of the country.

Women’s organisations before the Taliban takeover

Since 2001, Afghan women have played an important role in civil society. Before
the takeover by the Taliban, there were also many active women’s
organisations.828 According to its website, the largest women’s organisation in
Afghanistan, Women for Afghan Women (WAW), had 850 employees and a total
of 32 locations to take in and/or provide advice to vulnerable women and
children. Provincial Women’s Networks (PWNs) existed in at least fifteen Afghan
provinces.82° However, the activities of NGOs were still mainly concentrated in
urban areas, 830 in particular in Kabul, followed by the provinces: Nangahar,
Herat, Balkh and Kandahar.83! In general, the local authorities publicly
acknowledged the important role that NGOs, including women’s organisations,
played in providing services and humanitarian aid to the population.832 The
importance of protecting women’s rights was also publicly recognised at a high
political level.833 However, according to sources, this support for women's rights
was not always reflected in practice in the actions of officials who were supposed
to implement the policy.?3* This was partly due to resistance to female leaders. 835

Women'’s organisations in Taliban-dominated areas

In areas already under Taliban control at the beginning of the reporting period,
some NGO activities were allowed if the Taliban believed they would contribute to
support for the Taliban among the local population. This applied to activities such
as humanitarian aid, primary education and healthcare.83¢ However, there was
considerable opposition within the Taliban to women’s participation in such
activities. In March 2021, the Taliban sent a letter to development organisations

825 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Survivors of gender-based violence abandoned following Taliban takeover —
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family guidance centres, twelve women'’s protection centres, four children’s support centres, three transitional
houses and a halfway house.

829 Cordaid, A Lifeline for Women-Led Civic Action in Rural Afghanistan, 16 March 2021. PWNs conduct research and
analyse policy issues, and hold government and other actors accountable for fulfilling their obligations in relation
to the promotion of women’s rights and gender equality. They also try to ensure attention for the situation and
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833 Confidential source, 30 June and 5 July 2021.

834 Confidential source, 23 July 2021.

835 Confidential source, 30 June and 5 July 2021.

836 ODI, NGOs and civil society in Afghanistan, pp. 18-19, November 2020.
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stating that it was not allowed to take women away from their homes for
activities to promote their economic position, sports and education.837 Several
NGOs and female Afghan NGO employees stated that the local Taliban banned
female NGO employees from carrying out activities, 838 or that they could only
work if they were accompanied by a male chaperone (mahram).83°

Women’s organisations after the Taliban takeover

Space for civil society organisations, including women’s organisations, has been
reduced by the Taliban’s intimidation tactics.84? Almost all shelters for female
victims of violence have also had to close.8*! The Taliban have seized WAW's
office and computers in Kabul.84? Many female activists feared reprisals by the
Taliban and hid in shelters set up after the Taliban took power to hide activists. 843
Nevertheless, women'’s rights organisations have regularly taken to the streets to
protest against, among other things, restrictions on the right to education and
work and the dress code that the de facto Ministry of Virtue and Vice
announced. 8 At the meeting of Western countries, the Taliban and Afghan civil
society in Oslo at the end of January 2022, women'’s rights defenders had the
opportunity to engage in discussion with the Taliban.84>

Dress code for women

Afghan women wear different types of head covering ranging from the
burga, which covers the entire face, to the loose-fitting hijab (shayla), which
leaves the hairline visible. On the basis of a large-scale population survey
from 2019, the previous country report stated that 99% of the Afghan
population believed that women should wear some form of head covering in
public places and that half of Afghans thought this should be a burga or
nigab.84 No comparable survey has been conducted since the previous
country report. Social attitudes towards women’s dress codes are unlikely to
have changed significantly as these are deeply rooted cultural practices. 4’

Dress code for women in areas already under Taliban control for some time
The Taliban imposed strict dress codes in areas it already controlled before
the general takeover. This was true for both men and women (see
4.1.10).848 Many of these districts were regarded as more conservative in
any case, and many women in these districts were already wearing face-
covering clothes before the arrival of the Taliban.84° According to The
Washington Post, the Taliban intensified its dress code enforcement in a
district in Helmand as the organisation tightened its control over the
district.850 During the reporting period, there was at least one report of an

837 France 24, Taliban aid crackdown spreads fear over treatment of women, 4 March 2021.

838 France 24, Taliban aid crackdown spreads fear over treatment of women, 4 March 2021; Confidential source, 23
July 2021. See also: The Guardian, After the retreat: what now for Afghanistan?, 4 July 2021.

839 France 24, Taliban aid crackdown spreads fear over treatment of women, 4 March 2021.

840 Confidential source, 1 December 2021; confidential source, 17 March 2022.

841 Open Democracy, I travelled around Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. This is what I saw, 24 November 2021;
Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Survivors of gender-based violence abandoned following Taliban takeover -
new research, 6 December 2021.

842 Open Democracy, I travelled around Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. This is what I saw, 24 November 2021.

843 Confidential source, 19 November 2021; ABC News, In Afghanistan, women's rights activists feared for their lives,
now they are disappearing, 21 November 2021.

844 Confidential source, 30 December 2021; Confidential source, 17 March 2022.

845 A| Jazeera, Taliban, Western officials meet in Oslo to discuss Afghanistan, 24 November 2022.

846 Asia Foundation, A Survey of the Afghan People, pp. 205-208, 2019.

847 See also: Yala Press, Fashion rights in Afghanistan, by Atiq Rahimi, Afghanistan, 8 October 2020; Confidential
source, 30 June and 5 July 2021.

848 Confidential source, 8 June 2021.

849 The New Yorker, The Other Afghan Woman, 6 September 2021.

850 The Washington Post, How life under Taliban rule in Afghanistan has changed - and how it hasn't, 29 December
2020.
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incident in which local Taliban leaders flogged a woman for not covering her
face.851 AP reported on an incident in Takhar province in which the Taliban
flogged girls for wearing sandals.852 The head of the police in Balkh province
accused the Taliban of killing a woman for wearing ‘tight clothes’ and going
outside without a male chaperone (for more details, see 4.1.13.6 on
mahrams).8>3

Dress code after the Taliban takeover

After the Taliban took power, many women in cities began to wear burgas as
a precaution.8%* However, the Taliban leadership announced on 17 August
2021 that wearing a burga was not mandatory, but that women were
required to wear a hijab.855 This was confirmed in a manual with rules for
daily life from the Ministry of Virtue and Vice.8%6 In January 2022, the
Ministry of Virtue and Vice put up posters in Kabul showing a woman in a
burga and calling on women to wear hijabs.857 Shortly after the Taliban took
power, media reports gave the impression that women in major cities such
as Herat and Kabul were allowed to go in public wearing the hijab, at least in
certain neighbourhoods.88 VOA News spoke to a woman who said that in
Takhar province, the Taliban required women to wear clothing that
completely covered the face.8>° Several months later, sources indicated that
the Taliban had not made it mandatory to wear a burga in Kabul8609 and
Mazar-i-Sharif.8%1 Women were also going out without a burga in Herat in
December, according to New Lines Magazine.862 In late January 2022, there
were protests in Kabul against the poster campaign on women’s dress code
by the Ministry of Virtue and Vice, mentioned above. According to Al Jazeera,
women in Kabul at the time were still wearing different styles of headgear,
ranging from burgas to looser headscarves.83 De Volkskrant also confirmed
that women in central parts of Kabul were going out without a burqga in late
January 2022.864

Working women

While women were largely banned from public life when the Taliban first ruled
Afghanistan, the World Bank estimated that by 2021, more than twenty percent of
Afghan women were working.8%> Women were active in various sectors such as

851 The New York Times, Afghan Women Fear the Worst, Whether War or Peace Lies Ahead, 1 May 2021. In 2019,
there were reports of similar incidents: The Guardian, 'I lost consciousness': woman whipped by the Taliban over
burga without veil, 18 April 2019.

852 AP, Afghan women fear return to ‘dark days’ amid Taliban sweep, 13 August 2021.

853 RFE/RL, Afghan Police Say Taliban Killed Young Woman For Wearing Tight Clothing, 4 August 2021; ANI, 21-year-
old girl shot by Taliban for not wearing veil, 5 August 2021.

854 Bloomberg, As Kabul Falls, the Burga Shops of Afghanistan Get Busy, 15 August 2021; RFE/RL, Afghan Women
Disappear Under Burgas Amid Taliban Advance, 13 August 2021.

855 Al Arabiya, Taliban say burga not compulsory for women, hijab is as they take over Afghanistan, 17 August 2021.

8% The Guardian, ‘We don’t want people to be in a panic,” says chief of Taliban morality police, 19 September 2021.

857 France 24, Taliban religious police issue posters ordering women to cover up, 7 January 2022.

858 De Volkskrant, Getuigenissen van een bestaan onder de Taliban: ‘Ik hoor dat ze me zoeken. Ze gaan van huis tot
huis’, 24 augustus 2021; The New York Times, Under Taliban Rule, Life in Kabul Transforms Once Again, 24
August 2021.

859 VOA News, Afghan Women Report Some Harassment as Taliban Promise Security, 24 August 2021.

860 Confidential source, 1 December 2021; Confidential source, 25 November 2021; Rolling Stone, The conquering
militants govern by fear. Poverty deepens, and behind closed doors journalists are beaten and rumors of
executions spread. A portrait of a country on the edge, 28 November 2021; Confidential source, 3 December
2021; NOS, Correspondent Aletta Andre in Afghanistan: Hoe is het leven onder de Taliban?, 27 December 2021.

861 Buisnes Insider, A murder, a warning, and now Afghans worry that they could be next, 19 November 2021.

862 New Lines Magazine, Is This the Future of Taliban Rule?, 13 December 2021.

863 Al Jazeera, In Afghanistan, Taliban diktat sparks debate about women'’s attire, 26 January 2022.

864 De Volkskrant, Werkende vrouwen laveren voorzichtig om Taliban heen, 31 January 2022.

865 Wereldbank, Labor force participation rate, female (% of female population ages 15+) (modeled ILO estimate) -
Afghanistan, 29 January 2021, accessed 4 June 2021.
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journalism, politics, the judiciary, the legal profession, government, the police and
the army, medical care, the humanitarian sector, education, in factories and in civil
society. Some women had set up their own businesses.8% Only twenty percent of
the jobs in Afghanistan were regarded as ‘stable jobs’.87 Women with such jobs
lived mainly in cities.868 There were Afghan women who held senior positions in, for
example, politics, the media and the judiciary.8® The Afghan government’s
negotiating team for the peace negotiations with the Taliban included four
women.879 Even so, Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction
(SIGAR) stated that the Afghan labour market was still characterised by a high level
of inequality between men and women, mainly caused by conservative norms.871

Working women in districts already under Taliban control before the takeover

In areas that had been under Taliban control for some time, the Taliban largely
banned women from working.872 The Taliban subjected women who went outside
the home to attend education or to work to intimidation and threats.873 Several
dozen women working in areas still under the control of the Ghani government - in
particular female employees of the Afghan government or international
organisations, women who worked in the media or women activists - were victims
of targeted attacks by unknown insurgent groups (see 4.1.1.1, 4.1.2, 4.1.4 and
4.1.5). In the urban areas captured by the Taliban before the capture of Kabul, the
Taliban only allowed male officials to return to work.874 The exception to this were
‘essential’ female workers, 87> such as female physicians.876

Working women after the Taliban takeover

Shortly after the takeover, the Taliban’s central leadership stated a number of times
that Afghan women could continue to work, 8”7 but in the weeks that followed, the
Taliban announced ever more restrictions on female participation in the labour
market. On 1 September 2021, the Taliban leadership reiterated that women would
be allowed to continue to work as officials, but added that they would not be
allowed to hold senior positions in government or ministries.8’8 On 19 September
2021, Kabul’s new city government announced that female officials were no longer
welcome at the office.87° At the end of 2021, the vast majority of female Afghan

866 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, p. 117, February 2021;
The New York Times, In Former Taliban Stronghold, Defiant Women Hit the Gym, 12 October 2020; Los Angeles
Times, They grew up under U.S. occupation. What happens when the troops leave?, 16 November 2020; CNN,
She's the first female tour guide in Afghanistan, but she's determined not to be the last, 8 March 2021.

867 With a fair, fixed income and access to the welfare system for the employee and his/her family.

868 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, p. 114, February 2021.

869 RUDAW Media Network, Sacrificing Afghan women’s liberties will cause ‘anarchy’: human rights chief, 5 December
2019.

870 Afghanistan, State Ministry for Peace, Peace Negotiation Team of The Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, undated,
last accessed 29 July 2021.

871 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, p. 111, February 2021.

872 The New York Times, Taliban Try to Polish Their Image as They Push for Victory, 6 July 2021.

873 The Washington Post, How life under Taliban rule in Afghanistan has changed - and how it hasn’t, 29 December
2020.

874 The New York Times, Taliban Try to Polish Their Image as They Push for Victory, 4 August 2021; Reuters, Afghan
women forced from banking jobs as Taliban take control, 15 August 2021; NPR, At-Risk Afghans Who Fear The
Taliban Hunker Down And Wait To Leave, 24 August 2021.

875 The New York Times, Taliban Quash Protests and Seize Enemies, Tightening Grip on Afghanistan, 19 August 2021;
De Volkskrant, Getuigenissen van een bestaan onder de Taliban: ‘Ik hoor dat ze me zoeken. Ze gaan van huis tot
huis’, 24 August 2021.

876 CNN, 'No one can dare ask why': What it's like to live in a town where everything is controlled by the Taliban, 14
April 2021.

877 France 24, Afghan women'’s groups eye uncertain future under vague ‘Islamic framework’, 26 August 2021; The
New York Times, The Taliban wants to forget the past, a leader tells The Times, but there will be some
restrictions., 25 August 2021.

878 The Guardian, Women can continue working in Afghan government, say Taliban, 1 September 2021.

879 The Guardian, Kabul government’s female workers told to stay at home by Taliban, 19 September 2021; ABC
News, Taliban tells female Kabul government workers not go to work as a deadly blast rocks Jalalabad, 19
September 2021.
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officials were still at home.880 A Taliban decree on the status of women in early
December failed to clarify whether it was possible for female officials to return to
work.88! According to The New York Times, female officials were required to report
to the office once a month to perpetuate ‘the fiction’ that the Taliban had not fired
them. 882 Initially, in more than half of Afghan provinces, the Taliban banned female
humanitarian personnel from performing their work or imposed severe restrictions
(the use of mahram) that made it virtually impossible for women to carry out their
activities, according to Human Rights Watch.883 UN OCHA reported that the situation
in this respect improved significantly throughout the country from December
2021.884 At local level, however, the Taliban continued to impose varying
requirements for the participation of female personnel in humanitarian activities. For
example, female aid workers in certain regions were required to adhere to mahram
rules, or were only allowed in certain humanitarian sectors (such as health
services). 88>

There were exceptions to the ban on working. Female officials in (essential)
occupations that could not be filled by men were told to return to work by the
Taliban. They included female healthcare personnel, 8 female primary school
teachers, 887 female officials with some forms of technical expertise, 888 female
passport office employees, 88 female customs officers at airports, 8 and female
cleaners.®°! Female employees in the private sector®? and some female
entrepreneurs were also able to continue to work.8%3 In January and February 2022,
the Taliban appointed several women to symbolic government posts, according to
the International Crisis Group: the female doctor Malalai Faizi was appointed as the
director of Malalai Maternity Hospital and Nisa Mobarez was appointed as a
representative for women in Badakhshan province.8* According to De Volkskrant,
there was no interference by the Taliban in personnel policy in the private sector at
the beginning of 2022. Women in this sector were allowed to continue working,
provided they carried out their activities separately from men.8° In three
provinces, 8% Taliban leaders provided written guarantees that female humanitarian
personnel could continue to work without restrictions.8°7 A source stated that some

880 The Wall Street Journal, After Taliban Return, Afghan Women Face Old Pressures From Fathers, Brothers, 15
December 2021.

881 CNN, Taliban decree on women's rights, which made no mention of school or work, dismissed by Afghan women
and experts, 4 December 2021.

882 The New York Times, Threatened and Beaten, Afghan Women Defy Taliban With Protests, 26 January 2022.

883 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban Blocking Female Aid Workers, 4 November 2021.

884 OCHA, Humanitarian Access Snapshot, December 2021.

885 Confidential source, 18 March 2022.

886 Reuters, Taliban say Afghan women health service staff should go back to work, 27 August 2021.

887 Confidential source, 1 December 2021.

888 ABC News, Taliban tells female Kabul government workers not go to work as a deadly blast rocks Jalalabad, 19
September 2021.

889 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

890 New Lines Magazine, Is This the Future of Taliban Rule?, 13 December 2021.

891 ABC News, Taliban tells female Kabul government workers not go to work as a deadly blast rocks Jalalabad, 19
September 2021.

892 Confidential source, 1 December 2021; New Lines Magazine, Is This the Future of Taliban Rule?, 13 December
2021.

893 Salaam Times, Female entrepreneurs in Herat remain defiant of restrictions, 8 December 2021; Wadsam, Markets
For Women’s Products To Open In Capital & Provinces of Afghanistan, 22 December 2021; Le Monde, « A quoi ¢a
sert d'aller a I'école si tu ne peux pas travailler ? » : confidences de femmes afghanes dans un salon de beauté, a
Kandahar, 10 November 2021.

894 International Crisis Group, Crisis Watch, February 2022.

895 De Volkskrant, Werkende vrouwen laveren voorzichtig om Taliban heen, 31 January 2022. See also: Confidential
source, 1 December 2021.

8% The report does not specify which provinces these are.

87 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban Blocking Female Aid Workers, 4 November 2021.
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women who were allowed to work by the Taliban or were not explicitly prohibited
from doing so were staying at home for fear of reprisals. 88

Access to healthcare

Access to healthcare was already limited for Afghans (especially the poor) under the
Ghani government. According to research by UN Women, twenty to thirty percent of
all Afghans already had very limited access to basic healthcare before the
coronavirus pandemic.8%° There were extra barriers to the use of healthcare by
women, despite international efforts to make healthcare more accessible to
women. %90 Even after many years of investment in maternal care, Afghanistan still
performed poorly in terms of maternal mortality. It was the only Asian country with
a ‘very high' level of maternal mortality, according to UNICEF.%%! Access to care for
women was particularly limited in rural areas. The four main factors underlying this,
according to SIGAR, were a shortage of female healthcare professionals,
conservative socio-cultural norms, a lack of knowledge among female patients, and
poverty.992 According to a recent study by AAN, the worsening security situation
was a further factor in 2021.993 Human Rights Watch stated that the decline in
foreign aid for healthcare had also reduced the availability and quality of healthcare
for women in major cities. This particularly affected women living in poverty.%4

Access to healthcare after the Taliban takeover

Afghan women’s access to healthcare was further limited by the overall shrinkage of
the sector after the Taliban takeover.?%> According to Al Jazeera, hundreds of clinics
had already closed by the end of September 2021.9% The BBC stated in December
2021 that 2,300 clinics had closed since the Taliban took power.9%7 Due to the
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, many mothers and babies suffered from
malnutrition. In many cases, the remaining hospitals in Afghanistan were unable to
provide the necessary care. As early as September 2021, about four children a week
were dying from malnutrition and related diseases at a children’s hospital in
Kabul.?%8 In addition to reports of the general deterioration of healthcare, there
were reports of local Taliban leaders hindering midwives from performing their
work, for example in the province of Paktia. According to UNFPA, under the new

8% Confidential source, 25 January 2021.

899 UN Women, Unlocking the Lockdown Gender-Differentiated Consequences of Covid-19 in Afghanistan, p. 31,
2020.

200 Improving Afghan women'’s access to healthcare - especially maternal care - has been a priority of international
donors for the last twenty years. Despite the lack of reliable data on maternal mortality, SIGAR states that the
available evidence shows that women'’s access to healthcare has improved significantly. Comparative research
indicates that maternal mortality fell from 1,200 deaths per 100,000 births in 2002 to 638 in 2017. According to
the World Health Organization, life expectancy at birth for Afghan women rose from 58 years in 2002 to 66 years
in 2019. For men, life expectancy was 55.6 years in 2002 and 63.4 years in 2019. The number of midwives
increased from 467 in 2002 to 4,000 in 2018. See: SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S.
Experience in Afghanistan, pp. 54-55, February 2021.

201 UNICEF, Maternal Mortality, undated, last accessed 27 July 2021. https://data.unicef.org/topic/maternal-
health/maternal-mortality/.

202 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, pp. 54-55, February 2021.

%03 AAN, Rural Women'’s Access to Health: Poverty, insecurity and traditions are the main obstacles, 9 July 2021. In
conservative communities, there is a taboo on women consulting male doctors and healthcare professionals.
However, the poor security situation makes it difficult and dangerous to assign female caregivers to rural areas.
In rural areas, women also often have little knowledge about and control over healthcare decisions. Combined
with high levels of poverty, this often leads to a situation where husbands or mothers-in-law decide to spend the
household income on other things, because maternal care is seen as expensive, unnecessary and - when the
distance to the hospital/midwife is great — potentially dangerous. See also: Human Rights Watch, “I Would Like
Four Kids — If We Stay Alive”: Women’s Access to Health Care in Afghanistan, p. 3, 6 May 2021; Marie Claire,
Afghanistan : défier la mort pour donner la vie, 3 December 2020.

204 Human Rights Watch, “I Would Like Four Kids — If We Stay Alive”: Women'’s Access to Health Care in
Afghanistan, p. 3, 6 May 2021.

205 A| Jazeera, Afghanistan healthcare ‘on brink of collapse’ amid Omicron scare, 16 December 2021.

%06 Al Jazeera, Medics overwhelmed as Afghanistan healthcare crumbles, 28 September 2021.

207 BBC, ‘It’s like hell in here’: The struggle to save Afghanistan's starving babies, 2 December 2021.

%08 BBC, ‘It’s like hell in here’: The struggle to save Afghanistan's starving babies, 2 December 2021.
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Taliban administration there were ‘some successes’ of continuity of midwife
services?% especially in areas where UNFPA programmes were active.?10

4.1.13.5 Legal capacity
As the previous country report stated, women (unmarried women, married women
and widows) have legal capacity from the age of eighteen under Article 39 of the
Civil Code.®! However, SIGAR indicated that in practice women often renounce
certain rights - such as property rights — under pressure from conservative social
norms.®12 In general, even before the Taliban took power, especially in rural
areas, 13 women had little opportunity to make their own decisions about matters
such as running the household, healthcare, work and the future of their
children/daughters.®1# After the seizure of power, the Taliban did not issue any
declarations or decrees regarding the legal capacity of women.

4.1.13.6 Use of a mahram before the Taliban takeover
Most Afghan women were unable to travel unaccompanied even before the Taliban
took power. According to traditional norms, Afghan women are only allowed to
travel with a mahram: her husband or a male relative whom she cannot marry (her
father, brother, uncle or son). According to one source, men could act as mahrams
from the time they are considered adults by the community, from about thirteen or
fourteen years of age.®!> However, there was increasing scope for Afghan women to
travel with a female relative, according to a source.®!6 This picture was confirmed in
a study by the International Finance Corporation. In a survey of two thousand
women in various Afghan cities (Kabul, Herat, Mazar-i-Sharif, Jalalabad),®” 75%
said that they did not leave home unaccompanied; the most common escort (in half
of cases) was a female relative, i.e. not a mahram. Twenty percent of the women
said that they travel with a mahram. However, there were large regional
differences. In Herat and Mazar-i-Sharif, women travelled alone more often than
with a mahram,®8 while in Jalalabad women usually travelled with a mahram.®1°

Use of a mahram in areas already under Taliban control for some time

In areas already under their control before the seizure of power, the Taliban
prohibited women from leaving home unless accompanied by a mahram.2% There
was evidence that the Taliban tried and punished women who ignored this ban.%2!
As mentioned earlier, in early August 2021 the head of the police in Balkh accused

999 The source does not clarify what ‘some successes’ means.

910 Christian Science Monitor (The), How Afghan midwifes are challenging Taliban strictures on women, 7 October
2021.

911 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 84; Confidential source, 23 July 2021.

912 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, page 112, February 2021;
Confidential source, 23 July 2021.

913 The Guardian, 'Divorce isn't an option': Afghan women find hope in saffron scheme, 23 June 2020; Confidential
source, 23 July 2021.

914 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, page 7, February 2021.

915 Confidential source, 1 December 2021.

16 Confidential source, 9 June 2021.

917 International Finance Corporation, On the Road to Greater Mobility Understanding the demand for gender-
segregated transportation in urban Afghanistan, p. 13, 2021.

918 International Finance Corporation, On the Road to Greater Mobility Understanding the demand for gender-
segregated transportation in urban Afghanistan, p. 26, 2021.

919 International Finance Corporation, On the Road to Greater Mobility Understanding the demand for gender-
segregated transportation in urban Afghanistan, p. 44, 2021.

920 ANI, Afghanistan: Taliban imposes new severe restrictions on women, media in Balkh Province, 11 July 2021; The
Guardian, After the retreat: what now for Afghanistan?, 4 July 2021.

921 CNN, 'No one can dare ask why': What it's like to live in a town where everything is controlled by the Taliban, 14
April 2021.
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the Taliban of killing a woman for wearing clothes that were too tight and failing to
comply with the ban on travelling without a mahram (see 4.1.10).922

Use of a mahram since the Taliban takeover

On 24 August 2021, a Taliban spokesman ordered women to stay at home until the
Taliban had procedures in place to ‘ensure their safety’. The spokesman said Taliban
fighters had not been trained in how to deal with women, the BBC said.®23 In an
interview with The New York Times on 25 August, the Taliban leadership said it
would only require women to be in the company of a mahram on trips lasting three
days or more.?2* The manual by the de facto Ministry of Virtue and Vice stated that
women were not allowed to go out without a mahram, but that this rule should be
enforced in an ‘easy and kind’ way.®2°> At the end of December, the same ministry
announced that transport operators were not allowed to offer transport to women if
they wished to travel further than 72 kilometres without a mahram.®26 In February
2022, the Taliban announced that women were no longer allowed to fly abroad
without @ mahram.®?7 In practice, local Taliban leaders banned women from going
to work without a mahram,®28 and there were also reports of intimidation of women
walking around without a mahram by individual Taliban fighters.®2° At the same
time, sources stated that after several months of the new Taliban rule, women in
Kabul were still going out without a mahram.?3° This also applied to Herat.?3! It is
not clear to what extent the ban on travelling longer distances without a mahram is
enforced.

Forced marriages

In Afghanistan, some individuals marry on their own initiative and by choice, but
arranged and/or forced marriages are more common.?32 There were no recent
reliable figures on the prevalence of forced marriages before the Taliban took
power.233 Forced marriages occur in a social context in which marriages are seen as
an economic transaction.®3* The acceptance of child marriages, polygamy, 3> the
exchanging of unmarried daughters between families, cousin marriages to keep the
inheritance within the family,®3¢ baad (marrying daughters off in order to pay a debt
or settle a dispute),?37 and the payment of a bride price®38 contributed to the high

922 RFE/RL, Afghan Police Say Taliban Killed Young Woman For Wearing Tight Clothing, 4 August 2021.

923 BBC, Afghanistan: Taliban tell working women to stay at home, 24 August 2021.

924 The New York Times, The Taliban wants to forget the past, a leader tells The Times, but there will be some
restrictions., 25 August 2021.

925 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban ‘Vice’ Handbook Abusive, 29 October 2021.

926 A| Jazeera, No long-distance travel for women without male relative: Taliban, 26 December 2021. See also: VOA
News, Taliban Further Restrict Afghan Women With New Travel Rules, 26 December 2021.

927 France 24, Taliban ban Afghans from evacuating amid massive security sweep, 28 February 2022.

928 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban Blocking Female Aid Workers, 4 November 2021.

929 The Wall Street Journal, After Taliban Return, Afghan Women Face Old Pressures From Fathers, Brothers, 15
December 2021.

930 Confidential source, 3 December 2021; NOS, Correspondent Aletta Andre in Afghanistan: Hoe is het leven onder
de Taliban?, 27 December 2021.

931 New Lines Magazine, Is This the Future of Taliban Rule?, 13 December 2021.

932 RFE/RL, Afghan District Attempts To Abolish Forced Marriages, 12 August 2020; SIGAR, Support for Gender
Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, p. 7, February 2021.

933 One figure that is often quoted is an estimate from 2006. At the time, the AIHRC estimated that sixty to eighty
percent of marriages in Afghanistan were forced and child marriages. World Vision, Breaking the Chain:
Empowering girls and communities to end child marriages during COVID-19 and beyond, p. 13, 2021.

934 Full article: ‘Good men don't elope’: Afghan migrant men’s discourses on labour migration, marriage and
masculinity (tandfonline.com)

935 However, according to the Pew Research Center, less than one percent of Afghan men live with more than one
woman. Pew Research Center, Polygamy is rare around the world and mostly confined to a few regions, 7
December 2020. Polygamy is rare around the world | Pew Research Center

936 UNFPA, Child Marriage and Other Harmful Practices: A Desk Review of Evidence from South-East Asia, p. 42,
2020.

937 UNFPA, Child Marriage and Other Harmful Practices: A Desk Review of Evidence from South-East Asia, p. 2, 2020.

938 A bride price is paid to the bride (or her family) by the family of the groom. A dowry is what the bride’s family
gives to the bride to take with her when she gets married. In Afghanistan the bride price is used.
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level of compulsion in marriage.®3° Much attention was paid to the consequences of
forced marriages for women, but young men were also regularly forced to marry a
girl or woman they did not actually want to marry.940

Forced marriages in areas under Taliban control

In July 2021, media reported that the Taliban’s Culture Commission had instructed
religious leaders to draw up lists of unmarried women in their regions, including
widows under the age of 45, allegedly with the purpose of marrying these women
off to Taliban fighters. °4! There were also reports that Taliban leaders in northern
and north-eastern Afghanistan were forcing families to marry off at least one
daughter per family to a Taliban fighter.®42 It is not clear to what extent these
reports are correct and to what extent these instructions were carried out.

Forced marriages after the Taliban takeover

In a December 2021 decree on the status of women, the Taliban stated that women
should not be forced to marry.°* However, the deteriorating humanitarian situation
in Afghanistan has led to an increase in arranged marriages, especially of young
girls, because families need the bride price in order to provide for the basic
necessities of life for the rest of the family.%44

Child marriages (situation before the Taliban takeover)

As the previous country report noted, the legal age of marriage is sixteen years for
women (fifteen years with the father’s consent) and eighteen years for men.945
Arranged marriages of girls under the age of eighteen were widespread in
Afghanistan, according to UNFPA.946 After Bangladesh and Nepal, Afghanistan was
the country with the highest rate of child marriages in the region. In Bangladesh,
22% of girls married before the age of fifteen and 59% before the age of eighteen.
In Afghanistan the figures were 9% and 35% respectively.®#” A source also
estimated that one in three Afghan girls was married off before the age of
eighteen.?48 Articles and reports contain examples of Afghan girls being married off
at a younger age (as young as eight).?4° Child marriages were especially common in
rural areas, especially in areas on the border with Pakistan. According to UNFPA,
families used child marriages to strengthen ties with rival families and clans, as part
of agreements, as a way of resolving feuds or to settle debts. Poor families often felt

939 RFE/RL, Afghan District Attempts To Abolish Forced Marriages, 12 August 2020; World Vision, #HiddenHero:
Breaking the cycle of child marriage in Afghanistan, 23 July 2020.

940 UNFPA, Child Marriage and Other Harmful Practices: A Desk Review of Evidence from South-East Asia, p. 1, 2020.

941 | atestly, Taliban Issues Diktat Asking Local Religious Leaders for List of Girls Above 15, Widows Under 45 To Be
Married to Their Fighters: Reports, 16 July 2021.

942 The Conversation, Afghanistan after the US withdrawal: The Taliban speak more moderately but their extremist
rule hasn’t evolved in 20 years, 22 July 2021. This article refers to: Salam Watadar, ¢kt ,a i s 02 ld &G 88 1) 4
TS A8 La 2yl e 50 LAt eal gl Sy 8 1) 4 2185 3 e 34058 (swin.af);

943 The New York Times, Taliban Decree an End to Forced Marriages in Afghanistan, 3 December 2021.

944 UNICEF, Girls increasingly at risk of child marriage in Afghanistan, 12 November 2021; NBC, Desperate for cash,
Afghan families are selling young daughters into marriage, 21 November 2021.

945 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 85.

946 UNFPA Afghanistan, Child Marriage, undated, last viewed 27 July 2021. UNFPA Afghanistan | Child Marriage

947 VOA News, The Worth of a Girl, July 2019. See: Error! Hyperlink reference not valid., last accessed 5 March
2022.

948 Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

949 RFE/RL, Boys With Brides: Afghanistan's Untold Dilemma Of Underage Marriages, 12 April 2019; VOA News, July
2019; The Guardian, Nine-year-old child bride reportedly killed by husband in Afghanistan, 31 July 2018; Her,
'Girls my age should not be married': Child bride married at age 11 speaks out for World Refugee Day, July 2020;
World Vision, Breaking the Chain: Empowering girls and communities to end child marriages during COVID-19
and beyond, p. 13, 2021; Pajhwok, Daily wager mother saves her minor daughter from forced marriage, 25
November 2020; AAN, Living with the Taleban (2): Local experiences in Nad Ali district, Helmand province, 18
January 2021.
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financially constrained®>? to sell their daughters to a wealthier, generally much older
husband for a high bride price.®>! According to UN research, under theGhani
government little action was taken against adult men who married minors and the
other individuals who allowed child marriages to take place.?>?

Running away (situation before the Taliban takeover)

Afghan women had a legal right to escape forced marriage and other forms of
domestic violence by running away (farar-az-manzal) with a marriage candidate of
their own choosing or by entering a shelter.9>3 As stated in the previous country
report, running away was not an offence under the Penal Code.%* In 2012, the
Afghan Supreme Court ruled that running away to escape abuse or violence was not
a crime, but running away with the intent to engage in fornication (zina) was
punishable by law.®>> Zina could carry up to 15 years in prison under the Afghan
Penal Code, Human Rights Watch said.®%¢ In practice, women who ran away to
escape abuse, violence or forced marriage were often prosecuted for attempted
fornication.®>” In addition, even before the Taliban took power, men and women
who went against their families’ marriage choices were at risk of retaliation from
family members and the wider community in the form of honour killings (see
4.1.14).9%8

Single women

Living independently or living together without being married

According to sources, it was already socially unacceptable under the Ghani
government for Afghan women to live with a man without being married.°>°
However, one source indicated that there were definitely couples from more
progressive families who lived together in secret and concealed this from the
community.969 It was also contrary to the cultural norms for women to live alone.®61
This was a more common phenomenon, especially in large cities, than unmarried
cohabiting couples.®? The Guardian estimated in August 2021 that there were
thousands of women living alone.?%3

Women who remain single and unmarried mothers

950 The Borgen Project, Gender violence and domestic abuse in Afghanistan, 3 September 2020.

951 UNFPA Afghanistan, Child Marriage, undated, last viewed 27 July 2021. UNFPA Afghanistan | Child Marriage

952 UNAMA, In Search of Justice for Crimes of Violence Against Women and Girls, p. 15, December 2020.

953 Ahsan-Tirmizi, S., Pious peripheries: Runaway Women in Post-Taliban Afghanistan, Stanford University Press, p.
25, 2021.

954 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 86.

955 Ahsan-Tirmizi, S., Pious peripheries: Runaway Women in Post-Taliban Afghanistan, Stanford University Press, p.
26, 2021.

9% Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: End ‘Moral Crimes’ Charges, ‘Virginity’ Tests, 25 May 2016.

957 Ahsan-Tirmizi, S., Pious peripheries: Runaway Women in Post-Taliban Afghanistan, Stanford University Press, p.
26, 2021; UNAMA, In Search of Justice for Crimes of Violence Against Women and Girls, p. 15, December 2020;
Mahendru, R., Girls and women speak out from Afghan moral prisons: Tackling extremism and violence against
women in a conflict environment, Global Public Health, p. 739, 2021.

958 Mahendru, R., Girls and women speak out from Afghan moral prisons: Tackling extremism and violence against
women in a conflict environment, Global Public Health, p. 739, 2021; Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

959 AAN, “A Future of One’s Own”: One young woman'’s struggle to thrive in modern Herat, 21 June 2021;
Confidential source, 9 June 2021.

960 Confidential source, 9 June 2021.

%1 The Guardian, ‘Nowhere to go’: divorced Afghan women in peril as the Taliban close in, 13 August 2021.

92 Confidential source, 23 July 2021; Vanity Fair, Portrait : A Kaboul, le réve féministe de Nargis Azaryun, 4
November 2020. Nargis Azaryun : A Kaboul, son réve féministe (vanityfair.fr); IOM, Family reunification: An
essential step in returnees’ journeys to safe and dignified reintegration in Afghanistan, 15 May 2021. Family
reunification: An essential step in returnees’ journeys to safe and dignified reintegration in Afghanistan |
International Organization for Migration (iom.int); AAN, “A Future of One’s Own”: One young woman’s struggle to
thrive in modern Herat, 21 June 2021.

263 The Guardian, ‘Nowhere to go’: divorced Afghan women in peril as the Taliban close in, 13 August 2021. See also:
Confidential source, 23 July 2021; Confidential source, 26 June 2021.
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In Afghan society, there is considerable pressure on women to get married. This is
especially the case in conservative, rural areas. Getting married relieves the bride’s
family of an extra mouth to feed and provides income in the form of a bride price. %64
In addition, a marriage reduces the chance of the honour of the bride’s family being
compromised by accusations of ‘immoral behaviour’ by the unmarried daughter,
such as having sexual or other contacts with men.%%> Most of conservative Afghan
society sees ‘older’ unmarried women as an anomaly.96 However, in cities and
more progressive families, it was more common for women to get married later or
to remain unmarried.®¢” Girls or women who became pregnant outside marriage
were already guilty of a crime (zina) before the Taliban took power. If such women
were unable to marry the father of the unborn child, they ran the risk of criminal
prosecution (see paragraph on ‘running away’) or of being the victims of honour
killings (see 4.1.14).

Divorced women

Although Afghan women could seek a divorce, they did not have the same rights as
men in this respect even before the Taliban took power. While men could divorce at
any time without giving a reason, women could only do so through court
proceedings, if certain criteria of neglect were met. Divorced women were regarded
as a source of shame within the family. This was the case when they sought a
divorce themselves, but also when their ex-husband had taken the initiative. 968
Despite these obstacles, the number of women who divorced their husbands has
increased in recent years (precise figures on the number of divorced women are
unknown, however).%%° However, divorce initiated by the woman mainly seemed to
be a possibility for women (especially working or wealthy women) in large cities
who could support themselves economically without a husband.®?° Without any
resources of their own to fall back on, most divorced women ended up with their
own families. Under Article 255 of the Civil Code, male relatives in the capacity of
mahram were obliged to provide for the necessities of life of their unmarried female
relatives if they lived with them. But precisely because divorced women were an
economic burden and source of shame, they were often unwelcome guests in their
own families.®’! In some cases, this led to mental health problems,®”2 neglect or
rejection.®’3 Apart from the fact that divorced women could end up in an

94 UNFPA, Child Marriage and Other Harmful Practices: A Desk Review of Evidence from South-East Asia, p. 17,
2020.

965 Norwegian Refugee Council, Sara was to be married - at the age of seven, undated, last accessed 29 July 2021.
Sara was to be married - at the age of seven (nrc.no)

966 UNFPA, Child Marriage and Other Harmful Practices: A Desk Review of Evidence from South-East Asia, p. 17,
2020.

97 AAN, Covid-19 in Afghanistan (7): The effects of the pandemic on the private lives and safety of women at home,
1 October 2020; World Vision, #HiddenHero: Breaking the cycle of child marriage in Afghanistan, 23 July 2020;
CNN, She's the first female tour guide in Afghanistan, but she's determined not to be the last, 8 March 2021.

%8 The New York Times, Fighting Patriarchy, and Fearing Worse From the Taliban, 6 September 2020.

%9 Arab News, Afghan women embrace divorce as new form of empowerment, 14 April 2017.

970 The New York Times, In Afghanistan, ‘I Feel Like a Divorced Woman Is Up for Grabs’, 17 April 2017; The
Guardian, 'Divorce isn't an option': Afghan women find hope in saffron scheme, 23 June 2020. After the divorce,
Afghan women were only entitled to maintenance (iddat) for three months, and usually they had little capital or
income to rely on. In principle, Afghan women were entitled to mahr on getting divorce, a gift that women should
receive from their spouse on entering into marriage. In practice, the mahr was generally given to the bride’s
family in the form of a bride price. As a result, women rarely saw anything of the mahr after divorce. See:
Rahmani, N., Divorced Women's Financial Rights In Afghanistan: Does Mahr Offer Financial Security To Afghan
Divorced Women?, A thesis in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy Faculty of
Law University of Technology Sydney, p. 271, June 2019.

971 Rahmani, N., Divorced Women’s Financial Rights In Afghanistan: Does Mahr Offer Financial Security To Afghan
Divorced Women?, A thesis in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy Faculty of
Law University of Technology Sydney, p. 15, June 2019.

972 Rahmani, N., Divorced Women'’s Financial Rights In Afghanistan: Does Mahr Offer Financial Security To Afghan
Divorced Women?, A thesis in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy Faculty of
Law University of Technology Sydney, p. 15, June 2019.

973 The Guardian, ‘Nowhere to go’: divorced Afghan women in peril as the Taliban close in, 13 August 2021.
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economically precarious situation, they were also in danger of losing their
children.®’4 In addition, divorced women were also often victims of sexual assault
and/or sexual harassment by third parties because they were seen as immoral and
‘sexually available’.®73

Divorce since the Taliban takeover

The morality manual of the Ministry of Virtue and Vice (see 2.2.4) stipulates that
under certain circumstances women have the right to seek a divorce.®’6 Due to the
disappearance of most of the structures to help vulnerable women, women wishing
to divorce against the will of their families or husbands are unlikely to have
anywhere to go for shelter and legal assistance.®?7 It is not known if any divorce
cases have been brought before Taliban courts since the takeover and, if so, how
they have been handled. For more general information on the Afghan legal system
since the Taliban took power, see 4.3.

Widows

As a result of the conflict, Afghanistan has a large number of widows and orphans.
In 2019, it was estimated that there were two million widows in Afghanistan.®”8
Because property and especially land in Afghanistan are generally only in the name
of the man,®7° widows often found themselves in an economically precarious
situation after the death of their husbands.?8° In principle, under Islamic law,
widows are entitled to their mahr (see the section on divorce) and part of the estate
(a quarter if a widow has no children and an eighth if a widow does have children).
In practice, the estate usually went only to the brothers and male descendants of a
deceased husband.?®! This meant that if the widow had no sons, her in-laws often
seized the entire estate.®8? As already noted, male relatives are supposed to take
care of single women in the capacity of mahram. Among the Pashtuns, this meant in
practice that widows had to marry one of their brothers-in-law.%83 However, several
media articles and reports from international organisations and NGOs gave the
impression that both their own family and their in-laws often refused to care for

974 The Guardian, ‘Nowhere to go’: divorced Afghan women in peril as the Taliban close in, 13 August 2021. Women
have the right to care (hedanat) for their sons up to the age of seven and for their daughters up to the age of
nine. Rahmani, N., Divorced Women'’s Financial Rights In Afghanistan: Does Mahr Offer Financial Security To
Afghan Divorced Women?, A thesis in fulfiiment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy
Faculty of Law University of Technology Sydney, p. 234, June 2019.

975 Rahmani, N., Divorced Women'’s Financial Rights In Afghanistan: Does Mahr Offer Financial Security To Afghan
Divorced Women?, A thesis in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy Faculty of
Law University of Technology Sydney, p. 267, June 2019; The New York Times, In Afghanistan, ‘I Feel Like a
Divorced Woman Is Up for Grabs’, 17 April 2017; TED, A rare, intimate look at the lives of single mothers in
Afghanistan, 27 October 2017.

976 The Guardian, ‘We don’t want people to be in a panic,’ says chief of Taliban morality police, 19 September 2021.

977 The Guardian, ‘Nowhere to go’: divorced Afghan women in peril as the Taliban close in, 13 August 2021; Amnesty
International, Afghanistan: Survivors of gender-based violence abandoned following Taliban takeover — new
research, 6 December 2021; The Guardian, ‘I don't know where to go’: uncertain fate of the women in Kabul's
shelters, 1 October 2021.

978 Reuters, After four decades of war, Afghan widows battle for homes, 22 January 2020;Aryana Aid, Widow Skills
Training, undated, last accessed 23 July 2021.

979 According to the most recent data, women are joint or sole owners of less than five percent of the registered land
in Afghanistan. OCHA, Humanitarian needs overview Afghanistan - Programme Cycle 2021, p. 98, December
2020.

%80 In recent years, however, considerable national and international efforts have been made in Afghanistan to
register land ownership in the name of both the husband and wife, which should improve women'’s legal position
in the event of the death of a husband. See: World Bank Blogs, Safeguarding Afghan women's property rights, 2
March 2021; OCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview Afghanistan — Programme Cycle 2021, p. 98, December 2020.

981 Global Protection Cluster, A Brief Guide to Women’s Land Rights in Afghanistan, p. 3, October 2020.

982 OECD, SIGI: Afghanistan, p. 3, undated, last accessed 21 July 2021; Reuters, Afghan woman prays that peace
will save her fourth husband, 22 September 2020; Arab News, Afghanistan has half a million widows, and the
number is increasing, says government, 24 June 2018.

983 TED Ideas, A rare, intimate look at the lives of single mothers in Afghanistan, 27 October 2017; Reuters, Afghan
Afghan woman prays that peace will save her fourth husband, 22 September 2020; The New York Times, A
Generation of Widows, Raising Children Who Will Be Forged by Loss, 1 December 2018.
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widows, 84 or neglected and/or mistreated them.®8> In March 2021, A senior Taliban
leader criticised the neglect of widows and orphans by their in-laws.®86 If a widow
has one or more adult sons, they should take care of her according to Islamic and
cultural norms. RFE/RL wrote in February 2021 that thousands of Afghan widows
were forced to beg in order to provide for themselves and their children.®8” Young
widows — who were numerous in Afghanistan due to the long-running conflict®88 -
were also at risk of unwanted intimacy, harassment and sexual assault if left
alone.?8?

The position of widows after the Taliban takeover

In the decree on the status of women, the Taliban stated that widows should not be
forced to remarry. Under this decree, widows have the right to remarry from
seventeen weeks after the death of their husband.®?® The Taliban leadership also
said it had instructed courts to treat women fairly in inheritance disputes, according
to Al Jazeera.®9! It is not clear to what extent this order was complied with in
practice.

Women whose husbands have disappeared

As described in the previous country report, a court may declare someone dead on
the basis of Article 326 of the Civil Code if they have been missing for more than
four years. As indicated in the previous country report, when the judge has
confirmed the death of a missing person, normal inheritance rights apply.®92 On the
basis of Article 194 of the Civil Code, women also have the right to seek a
separation due to absence if their husband goes missing.®93 This separation is only
granted after a waiting period of up to three years.?%*

Violence against women

After East Timor, Afghanistan is the Asian country with the highest level of partner
violence against women, based on a comparison of results of population surveys
conducted between 2000 and 2019.°°5 In 2015, 46% of Afghan female respondents
indicated that they had been the victim of physical or sexual violence by a partner
in the previous year.%%¢ 51% reported that they had been a victim of partner
violence at some point in their lives. In a 2018 survey, 65% of Afghan male
participants reported having occasionally used physical violence against their wife
or wives. 80% of the women stated that they had been the victim of physical
violence by a husband or third party.®°7 In the first ten months of 2020, the AIHRC
registered 3,477 reports of domestic violence (this is probably the tip of the

984 RFE/RL, Amid Poverty And Discrimination, Afghan Women Beg For Survival, 19 February 2021: Reuters, After four
decades of war, Afghan widows battle for homes, 22 January 2020.

985 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, pp. 15-16, February 2021.

986 VOA News, Speech Offers Rare Glimpse Into Taliban Inner Politics, 3 March 2021.

987 RFE/RL, Amid Poverty And Discrimination, Afghan Women Beg For Survival, 19 January 2021.

988 It is estimated that the average age of widows in Afghanistan is 35 years. See: The New Humanitarian, Sorrow
and Stigma: The Double Tragegy of Afghanistan’s Young Widows, 8 February 2018.

989 TED Ideas, A rare, intimate look at the lives of single mothers in Afghanistan, 27 October 2017; The New York
Times, A Generation of Widows, Raising Children Who Will Be Forged by Loss, 1 December 2018. See also:

990 The New York Times, Taliban Decree an End to Forced Marriages in Afghanistan, 3 December 2021.

991 Al Jazeera, Taliban bans forced marriage of women in Afghanistan, 3 December 2021.

992 putch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 108.

993 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 108.

994 Ahsan-Tirmizi, S., Pious peripheries: Runaway Women in Post-Taliban Afghanistan, Stanford University Press, pp.
25-26, 2021.

995 The last Afghan population survey dates from 2015. UNFPA Asia, kNOwVAWdata Phase I Report, March 2021.

9% SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, page 105, February 2021.

997 CISION Newswire, Women and Men Call For Peace and Gender Equality, Reveals Promundo and UN Women's
Study on Gender Relations in Afghanistan, 29 January 2019. See also: The Guardian, 'Violence starts at home':
the Afghan women tackling domestic abuse at its source, 29 January 2021.
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iceberg, as domestic violence is rarely reported).998 In research into the impact of
Covid-19 on violence against women, 97% of female respondents indicated that
gender-related violence had increased since the outbreak of the pandemic.??

Conflict-related violence

In 2020, UNAMA reported 271 cases of sexual and gender-related violence, 18 of
which qualified as conflict-related sexual violence. The victims of conflict-related
sexual violence consisted of nine boys, five women and four girls. The Taliban were
responsible for violence against three girls. Members of the Afghan government
forces also engaged in sexual assault. There were credible allegations of nine other
instances of conflict-related violence, but these could not be verified. In 2020, the
number of reports of conflict-related sexual violence decreased compared to
2019,1000 probably as a result of the pandemic, according to the UN,1001

Criminal prosecution of perpetrators of violence against women

Although various forms of violence against women were criminal offences, criminal
prosecution of the perpetrators did not usually occur before the Taliban took
power.1002 Sexual violence was punishable under the Penal Code, and various other
forms of gender-related violence were punishable under the Law on the Elimination
of Violence Against Women (EVAW) and the Law Prohibiting the Intimidation of
Women and Children.1993 In order to improve the criminal prosecution of
perpetrators of violence against women, the Afghan government had set up
specialist prosecutor’s offices and family units in the Afghan police in each province.
These organisations were all operational until the Taliban took power, according to
the UN.1004 Nevertheless, sources stated that only a fraction of the female victims
of domestic violence or violence by acquaintances reported it!%95 or sought some
other form of help.1%96 Few perpetrators of violence against girls and women were
convicted and impunity remained the norm, according to the UN.1%7 With regard to
the serious cases of violence against women that were brought before a court,
OHCHR and UNAMA stated that 85% of the perpetrators were convicted. 1008
Sources agreed that the perpetrator was significantly more likely to be prosecuted
for gender-related violence if he was a third party than in cases of domestic
violence. 1009

998 The National World, ‘I'll kill myself before I return’: Afghan women face higher threat of abuse during Covid, 19
February 2021.

999 UN, Gender Alert On Covid-19 Afghanistan, p. 4, July 23, 2021; This observation is supported in: AAN, Covid-19
in Afghanistan (7): The effects of the pandemic on the private lives and safety of women at home; The New
Humanitarian, COVID-19 drives a quiet crisis in Afghanistan: Female suicide

1000 17 2019, the UN documented 102 cases of sexual violence. Twenty-seven cases were conflict-related, affecting
seven women and seven girls. Thirteen boys were also victims of such violence.

1001 ynited Nations Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict,
Afghanistan, last update 31 March 2021, last accessed 27 July 2021.

1002 Hyman Rights Watch, “I Thought Our Life Might Get Better”, 5 August 2021.

1003 pytch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 89. Marital rape is not an offence. Ahsan-Tirmizi, S., Pious peripheries: Runaway Women in Post-
Taliban Afghanistan, Stanford University Press, pp. 27-28, 2021.

1004 ynited Nations Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict,
Afghanistan, last update 31 March 2021, last accessed 27 July 2021.

1005 Confidential source, 9 June 2021.

1006 YNFPA, Fighting Cultural Taboos to Provide Gender-Based Violence Services, 7 December 2020.

1007 United Nations Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict,
Afghanistan, last update 31 March 2021, last accessed 27 July 2021.

1008 This means that in 41.3% of the total number of cases (303) the perpetrator was convicted. This figure was
42.5% in cases where the woman was murdered or forced to commit suicide/immolate herself. A perpetrator was
convicted in 57.3% of the cases involving rape. The conviction rate was much lower for crimes such as honour
killing (22.7%), serious assault leading to permanent physical harm (31.7%), forced marriage (11.1%) or child
marriage (6.3%). UNAMA, In Search of Justice for Crimes of Violence Against Women and Girls, p. 8, December
2020.

1009 Confidential source, 29 July 2021.
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Criminal prosecution of rape victims

For the first time in Afghan history, the Law on the Elimination of Violence Against
Women (EVAW) explicitly criminalised rapists. 1910 In practice, however, under the
Ghani government, victims were still at risk of being prosecuted for ‘fornication’ if
they reported a rape.19! As stated earlier, zina (fornication/sex outside marriage)
is regarded as a moral crime in Afghanistan. Women could be prosecuted for it,
with imprisonment as a possible punishment. This criminalisation of fornication
deterred many female rape victims from seeking help from the authorities:
research showed that the authorities regularly accused rape victims of
fornication, %12 whether or not on the basis of a negative result in a so-called
virginity test.1013

Mediation and informal dispute resolution in cases of domestic violence

Women without access to the police often had to rely on informal dispute resolution
if they were victims of domestic violence. 1% UNAMA and OHCHR stated that in
31% of the cases they investigated there was no criminal prosecution, because the
perpetrator was not arrested within the time limit or because other solutions such
as mediation between the victim and the perpetrator or perpetrators were used.
OHCHR and UNAMA also noted that their other monitoring had shown that ‘less
serious’ cases of violence against women such as assault, sexual assault and/or
intimidation were much less likely to be recorded and/or processed by the
police.1015> These cases were more often resolved through some form of (informal)
dispute settlement by family units of the police, social workers or, for example,
village elders.1916 According to SIGAR, informal dispute resolution was cheaper and
more accessible to women, but there was no guarantee that women'’s rights would
be respected in this context. There was even a risk that informal dispute resolution
would further normalise violence against women. 117 A confidential source stated
that informal dispute settlement by village elders often had a negative outcome for
women. 1018 Sources stated that after returning to their families after mediation,
victims of domestic violence were often subjected to such violence again or were
the victims of honour killings (for more information on honour killings, see
4.1.14).191% Human Rights Watch stated that courts in Taliban-controlled districts
often forced women to return to their husbands when they accused their husbands
of domestic violence. They did this through ‘mediation’ or by threatening the
women in question with prosecution for moral crimes. 920 However, this kind of
coercion was very probably also used by other actors such as families or village
elders in conservative areas not controlled by the Taliban. 102t

Shelters for victims of domestic violence

1010 STGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, p. 100, February 2021.

1011 Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Violence Against Women, CEDAW/C/AFG/CO/3, paragraphs 23-24,
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1013 Human Rights Watch, “I Thought Our Life Might Get Better”: Implementing Afghanistan’s Elimination of Violence
against Women Law, 5 August 2021.
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1015 UNAMA & OHCHR, In Search of Justice for Crimes of Violence Against Women and Girls, p. 11, December 2020.

1016 Roman, F., “Hear us Now”, On Supporting Afghan Women in Need of Shelter, a Lesson from Indonesia, LLM
Capstone Thesis Central European University, p. 18, June 2020; SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons
From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, p. 105, February 2021.

1017 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, page 105, February 2021.

1018 Confidential source, 23 July 2021.

1019 Confidential source, 22 July 2021. See also: Human Rights Watch, “I Thought Our Life Might Get Better”, 5
August 2021.

1020 Hyman Rights Watch, “You Have No Right to Complain” Education, Social Restrictions, and Justice in Taliban-Held
Afghanistan, 30 June 2020. See also: AAN, Living with the Taleban (2): Local experiences in Nad Ali district,
Helmand province, 18 January 2021.
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Until the Taliban took power, there were dozens of shelters for victims of violence
against women in Afghanistan.1922 Sources estimate that there were between thirty
and forty shelters in twenty provinces of Afghanistan.1923 In general, it was difficult
for victims of domestic violence to seek support from such a shelter, because there
was a lot of stigma surrounding the centres.1924 Many Afghans saw them as
‘brothels’, 1925 which had a negative impact on family life.192¢6 The centres were run
by NGOs, 1927 but could only function with permission from the Ministry of Women’s
Affairs on the basis of the 2011 Women Protection Guidelines.1%%® A source noted
that the availability of shelters and support for victims of violence against women
had decreased over the last three years due to a decline in international support for
Afghanistan, the deteriorating security situation and attempts by the government to
weaken the independence of NGOs (for more details, see 4.2.3 on freedom of
association and assembly).102?

Protection by the family

Anecdotal evidence suggested that women who had been victims of serious forms
of domestic violence by their husbands and/or in-laws were sometimes taken care
of by their own parents. 1930 However, according to a confidential source, it was very
rare for families to accept their daughters turning their backs on their husbands,
and a daughter’s decision to run away was more likely to result in violent reprisals
against the daughter by her own parents than in shelter and support.1931

Shelter for victims of domestic violence since the takeover by the Taliban

The Taliban dismantled the Ministry of Women'’s Affairs, which coordinated support
for female victims of violence. According to research by Amnesty International,
Taliban fighters closed almost all shelters for victims of violence against women,
and many locations were looted.1%32 According to The Guardian, the Taliban
presented the occupants of a shelter in Pul-e-Khumri with the choice of returning to
their families or going to the empty women'’s prison.1933 In some cases, shelters
that decided to close for fear of the Taliban returned female victims to their
families.1034 The few shelters that were still operational in October were not taking
in any new women.1935 Both the women who ran these shelters and the women
who used them are now usually in hiding for fear of reprisals by the perpetrators of

1022 The New York Times, Shelters Have Saved Countless Afghan Women. So Why Are They Afraid?, 17 March 2018.

1023 Roman, F., “Hear us Now”, On Supporting Afghan Women in Need of Shelter, a Lesson from Indonesia, LLM
Capstone Thesis Central European University, p. 16, June 2020; The New York Times, Shelters Have Saved
Countless Afghan Women. So Why Are They Afraid?, 17 March 2018.

1024 Ahsan-Tirmizi, S., Pious peripheries: Runaway Women in Post-Taliban Afghanistan, Stanford University Press, p.
17, 2021.

1025 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, p. 102, February 2021;
Confidential source, 9 June 2021; Ahsan-Tirmizi, S., Pious peripheries: Runaway Women in Post-Taliban
Afghanistan, Stanford University Press, p. 18, 2021.

1026 The New York Times, Shelters Have Saved Countless Afghan Women. So Why Are They Afraid?, 17 March 2018;
Roman, F., “"Hear us Now”, On Supporting Afghan Women in Need of Shelter, a Lesson from Indonesia, LLM
Capstone Thesis Central European University, p. 13, June 2020; Ahsan-Tirmizi, S., Pious peripheries: Runaway
Women in Post-Taliban Afghanistan, Stanford University Press, p. 18, 2021.

1027 Women for Afghan Women, What we do: WAW'’s Work in Afghanistan, undated, last accessed 28 July 2021.

1028 The New York Times, Shelters Have Saved Countless Afghan Women. So Why Are They Afraid?, 17 March 2018.

1029 Confidential source, 29 July 2021.

1030 AAN, Living with the Taleban (2): Local experiences in Nad Ali district, Helmand province, 18 January 2021;
UNFPA, A Family Steps-Up for their Daughter, a Gender-Based Violence Survivor, 29 November 2020; UNFPA,
Refusing to submit to a virginity test, one bride risks death, 26 April 2021.

1031 Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

1032 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Survivors of gender-based violence abandoned following Taliban takeover -
new research, 6 December 2021.

1033 The Guardian, ‘I don’t know where to go’: uncertain fate of the women in Kabul’s shelters, 1 October 2021.

1034 RFE/RL, Afghan Women's Shelters Vanishing Under Taliban Rule, 26 September 2021.

1035 The Guardian, ‘I don’t know where to go’: uncertain fate of the women in Kabul’s shelters, 1 October 2021.
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domestic violence or other forms of violence against women. 193¢ The release of
thousands of prisoners by the Taliban during their offensive and on seizing power
poses a risk to these women, as the released prisoners included perpetrators of
domestic violence, who may be seeking revenge. 1037

Moral crimes

As the previous country report noted, so-called ‘moral crimes’ are a category of
crimes that includes drug use, running away from home (for example due to
domestic violence) and extramarital sex, including in the

case of rape.1938 The previous country report stated that about half of Afghan adult
female prisoners had been imprisoned for moral crimes.193° This was the case for
almost all imprisoned girls (95%).1%4° No new figures are available on the number
of women and girls convicted and imprisoned for moral crimes before the Taliban
takeover. In April 2020, hundreds of Afghan girls and women were released under
a decision to pardon prisoners to protect overcrowded prisons from Covid-19.104t
The United States Department of State (USDoS) stated that in 2020 the majority of
individuals in Afghanistan still in prison for moral crimes were women.1%42 According
to research, women in prisons experienced violence.1%43 Women released after
being imprisoned for a moral crime had difficulty reintegrating into society because
they were generally not accepted by their families and were sometimes not
admitted to shelters.1044

House arrest (situation before the Taliban takeover)

The Afghan Penal Code provided for a number of alternatives to detention for adults
guilty of an offence punishable by imprisonment. These alternatives included
probation, house arrest, deprivation of social rights and community service. 1045
Several sources stated that they did not know how often women were placed under
house arrest as a punishment. 1046

‘Westernised women’

The most recent research into Afghan returnees concerns the experiences of male
returnees. %47 However, there are Afghan women who have returned to Afghanistan
from Iran and Pakistan and there are also Afghan women who have returned to

1036 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Survivors of gender-based violence abandoned following Taliban takeover -
new research, 6 December 2021.

1037 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Survivors of gender-based violence abandoned following Taliban takeover -
new research, 6 December 2021; The New York Times, Afghan Women Who Once Presided Over Abuse Cases
Now Fear for Their Lives, 20 October 2021.

1038 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2021, p.
66.

1039 See also: The International Legal Foundation, Safe Reentry for Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls in
Afghanistan, 8 March 2021. Safe Reentry for Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls in Afghanistan (theilf.org)

1040 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, page 101, February 2021.
SIGAR refers here to figures from Human Rights Watch from 2013; USDoS, Afghanistan 2020 Human Rights
Report, pp. 10 and 34, 2021.

1041 The International Legal Foundation, Safe Reentry for Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls in Afghanistan, 8
March 2021; Confidential source, 23 July 2021.

1042 ysDoS, Afghanistan 2020 Human Rights Report, p. 10, 2021.

1043 Mahendru, R., Girls and women speak out from Afghan moral prisons: Tackling extremism and violence against
women in a conflict environment, Global Public Health, p. 741, 2021.

1044 The International Legal Foundation, Safe Reentry for Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls in Afghanistan, 8
March 2021.

1045 Street Child & Samuel Hall, Building Alternatives: Supporting Afghan Women & Children in Conflict With the Law,
November 2021.

1046 Confidential source, 23 July 2021; Confidential source, 9 June 2021.

1047 DFAT, Country Information Report Afghanistan, section 5.41, 27 June 2019; Omar, M., Post-return experiences
in Afghanistan: perceptions of the 'rightless' on failed reintegration policies and their paths from returnees to
internally displaced persons (IDPs), University of South-Eastern Norway, p. 67, 2020.
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Afghanistan after staying in ‘Western countries’ for study or work.1%48 A confidential
source stated that when these women returned, they would be expected to adhere
to conservative norms regarding matters such as choice of clothing.1%4° The family’s
attitude largely determines to what extent a woman will be subject to further
restrictions. However, there are also examples of Afghan women who, after staying
abroad for work or study, landed a job with an international employer in Kabul and
were able to move fairly freely in the city’s more progressive social circles. 1050
However, a confidential source stated that Afghan women are often seen as
‘suspect’ by the average Afghan after living abroad, as they might have participated
in ‘immoral’ activities. According to this source, it is therefore important for a
woman who has been abroad to have family who can support and protect her. If
this family is not present, this makes the woman vulnerable to further
stigmatisation and intimidation. %! There was no specific information available on
the Taliban’s attitude towards ‘Westernised” women or men since the Taliban took
ower.

Blood feuds and honour killings

Honour killings

As the previous country report stated, honour killings are deeply rooted in Afghan
traditional patriarchal culture, and violence against women is widespread in
Afghanistan, especially in tribal areas bordering Pakistan.19°2 These are mainly
inhabited by the Pashtuns. The tribal laws of the Pashtuns regard family honour as
the most important measure of men’s status in society. Any alleged action by female
relatives that ‘compromises’ this family honour is seen as unacceptable, 1953 and as a
valid reason for ‘punishing’ these women with the aim of protecting the family’s
moral integrity.1%>* According to Amnesty International, the following situations
could be among the grounds for murdering a female relative: talking to a man who
is not a relative, rejecting a marriage partner chosen by the family, committing
adultery or being accused of adultery, becoming pregnant outside marriage, failing
to follow conservative dress codes, and being a rape victim, 1055

Profiles of victims of honour killings

Pashtun norms and values have had a profound impact on gender roles and
relationships throughout Afghanistan. Reports and articles on honour killings confirm
that the phenomenon occurs in several regions of Afghanistan, including the capital
Kabul.1056 According to research, honour killings in Afghanistan are more common in
rural areas.!%%7 It was not possible to identify recent research looking at differences
between ethnic groups in relation to the use of honour killings. UNAMA documented
several cases of honour killings in the period between 2018 and 2020. Both girls and
adult women were victims of this practice. In most cases, they were killed by male
relatives after running away from home or being accused of having a sexual

1048 Confidential source, 9 June 2021; The New Yorker, The People We're Leaving Behind in Afghanistan, 29 June
2021; European Commission, The story of Zahra, an Afghan student in Kazakhstan, 28 January 2021.

1049 Confidential source, 23 July 2021.

1050 Confidential source, 30 June and 5 July 2021; Confidential source, 26 June 2021.

1051 Confidential source, 9 June 2021. For more information on this subject, see: UK, Home Office, Country Policy and
Information Note Afghanistan: Afghans perceived as ‘Westernised’, June 2021.

1052 Confidential source, 23 July 2021.

1053 SIGAR, Support for Gender Equality: Lessons from the U.S. Experience in Afghanistan, page 112, February 2021.

1054 UNAMA, In Search of Justice for Crimes of Violence Against Women and Girls, p. 4, December 2020.

1055 Amnesty International, Honour killings in Afghanistan: Brishna's story, 18 May 2020.

1056 Radio Free Europe, Horrific Murder Of Teenage Girl Again Puts Spotlight On Afghanistan's 'Honor' Killings, 7 May
2020.

1057 Gibbs, A. en anderen, Factors associated with ‘honour killing’ in Afghanistan and the occupied Palestinian
Territories: Two cross-sectional studies, PLOS ONE, 2019.

Pagina 99 of 226



relationship outside marriage. 1958 The use of honour killings is not strictly tied to
social class: it occurs in both richer and poorer families.1%>° However, women who
come from poorer families and/or are subjected to other forms of domestic violence
reported honour killings in their families more often than women from more affluent
backgrounds. 1060

Figures on honour killings

Recent figures confirm that honour killings still regularly occur in Afghanistan.
Between September 2018 and February 2020, UNAMA and OHCHR counted 22
honour killings.1%1! In the first ten months of 2019, the AIHRC counted 3,910 cases
of violence against women.1%2 In 2019 as a whole, the AIHRC counted 238 murders
involving a female victim, 96 of which were honour killings.%83 During the first ten
months of 2020, the AIHRC counted 3,477 cases of violence against women; 167 of
these cases involved murder and the majority of these murders were the result of
honour killings, according to the AIHRC. 1964 As honour killings are often hidden,
these figures do not give a complete picture of the number of honour killings in
Afghanistan during the reporting period.

Relatives of honour Killing victims as targets

There is no recent information available on the extent to which family members of
honour killing victims may themselves be victims of reprisals. A report in The New
York Times in 2017 stated that female relatives (mothers, aunts) of girls/women
accused of compromising the family honour were also at risk of being killed if they
assisted the target of the allegations. This was the case for two women in Ghor
province who tried to help and save their younger female relatives from honour
killings. 196> A source confirmed that helping a family member threatened with
honour crimes could lead to retaliation. 1066

The legal framework regarding honour Killings

As the country report from March 2019 indicated, *honour’ no longer constitutes
grounds for a reduced sentence in murder cases. In the case of honour killings, the
old Penal Code provided, on the basis of Article 398, for a reduction of the penalty if
a female family member was murdered to protect the family’s honour. After the new
Penal Code came into effect, honour killings were equated to murder.197 The status
of the Penal Code since the takeover is unclear.

Protection against honour killings by the authorities

The previous country report stated that when women run away to try to escape
domestic violence - which can lead to honour killings by relatives - the Afghan
authorities often send them home or put them under pressure to accept

1058 UNAMA, In Search of Justice for Crimes of Violence Against Women and Girls, December 2020.

1059 Ahsan-Tirmizi, S., Pious peripheries: Runaway Women in Post-Taliban Afghanistan, Stanford University Press, pp.
1-3, 2021.

1060 Gijbbs, A. en anderen, Factors associated with ‘honour killing’ in Afghanistan and the occupied Palestinian
Territories: Two cross-sectional studies, PLOS ONE, 2019.

1061 UNAMA, In Search of Justice for Crimes of Violence Against Women and Girls, p. 6, December 2020.

1062 Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC), Report on Violence against Women in Afghanistan
(The first 10 months of 2020), p. 1, undated.

1063 ATHRC, Summary Report on Violence against Women, 23 March 2020.

1064 ATHRC, Report on Violence against Women in Afghanistan (The first 10 months of 2020), p. 1, undated.

1085 The New York Times, No Justice, ‘No Value’ for Women in a Lawless Afghan Province, 8 July 2017.

1066 Confidential source, 9 June 2021.

1067 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 54.
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mediation. 1968 Reports of recent honour killings in Afghanistan confirm that this
practice remains a regular occurrence.10%°

Criminal prosecution of perpetrators of honour killings

The UNAMA data mentioned earlier showed that the percentage of convictions of
perpetrators of honour killings was much lower than that in the case of murders of
women by third parties. In the case of ‘regular’ murders, the perpetrator was
convicted in 51% of the cases studied. In the case of honour killings, a conviction
occurred in 22.7% of the cases. 30.8% of the perpetrators of honour killings were
arrested, compared to 60.8% of the perpetrators of other murders. UNAMA stated
that in many cases the police were unable to arrest the perpetrators because they
had fled to areas not under the control of the Afghan authorities. 070

Alternative solutions to honour killings

No information is available on the extent to which alternative solutions to honour
killings (such as mediation by village elders) were used. A recent EASO report,
based on older research (from 2014), stated that honour killings are generally
prepared for and carried out in secret, with little scope for community mediation, for
example.197! Anecdotal evidence showed that girls at risk of honour killings were
sometimes rescued by relatives.1%72 There were also examples of girls and women
who had escaped honour killings by seeking professional help from organisations
fighting violence against women and running shelters for female victims. 1073

Blood feuds

Blood feuds are (prolonged) conflicts between families, in which there is a
succession of murders in revenge for previous murders or other forms of alleged
injustice. In Afghanistan, this phenomenon often occurs in connection with loans
that are not repaid and land disputes. %74 Sometimes blood feuds go hand in hand
with ethnic tensions. 197> There were further examples of blood feuds during 2020
and 2021.1976 In some of these cases, it was difficult to distinguish between Taliban
violence and blood feuds. 1977 This lack of clarity is partly due to the fact that, since
2001, some Afghans have falsely portrayed rivals as Taliban fighters in order to
settle accounts with them with the help of international forces. 978 Sources stated
that individuals and/or families used the increasing instability and uncertainty about

1068 pyutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 54. See also: The New York Times, A Thin Line of Defense Against ‘Honor Killings’, 2 March
2015.

1069 RFE/RL, Horrific Murder Of Teenage Girl Again Puts Spotlight On Afghanistan's 'Honor' Killings, 7 May 2020.

1070 yNAMA & OHCHR, In Search of Justice for Crimes of Violence Against Women and Girls, p. 6, December 2020.

1071 EASO, Afghanistan Criminal law, customary justice and informal dispute resolution p. 19, July 2020. This report
refers to: Nojumi, N., The merits of non-state justice: An effective mechanism for a stable Afghanistan, 5
November 2014.

1072 UNFPA, Refusing to submit to a virginity test, one bride risks death, 26 April 2021.

1073 UNFPA, Elopement or kidnapping? A love story in Afghanistan, 13 April 2021. See also: The New York Times, A
Thin Line of Defense Against ‘Honor Killings’, 2 March 2015; UNFPA, I Save Lives” - The Work of a Women
Friendly Health Space Psychosocial Counselor, 2 December 2020; Confidential source, 23 July 2021.

1074 For more information about blood feuds, see: EASO, Afghanistan Criminal law, customary justice and informal
dispute resolution, pp. 29-34, July 2020.

1075 Confidential source, 29 July 2021.

1076 RFE/RL, This Afghan Girl Watched The Taliban Execute Her Parents. Then She Picked Up An AK-47 And Killed Two
Militants Herself., 22 July 2020, TRT World, Eight people from same family killed in Afghanistan mosque shooting,
18 April 2021.

1077 The New York Times, A Girl’s Heroic Battle Against the Taliban Was Also a Family Feud, 22 July 2020. See also:
De Correspondent, Afghanistan-kenner Bette Dam over de taliban van nu, waarom ze weer aan de macht zijn, en
hoe de wereld zich tot hen kan verhouden, 23 August 2021. The New York Times identified the disappearance of
US military bases as a potential source of new land conflicts, as it is unclear on whose land these bases were
built. The departure could give rise to conflict between individuals with conflicting claims to the land. The New
York Times, U.S. Leaves Behind Afghan Bases — and a Legacy of Land Disputes, 8 December 2020.

1078 See: De Groene Amsterdammer, Afghanistan en het eenzijdige verhaal: Pas op voor de schoonmaker, 11 August
2021; Thomas, C. De Afghanistan-crisis: ‘Het land is oorlogsmoe’, GA, 1 September 2021.
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the perpetrators of attacks (see 4.1.1) to settle long-running land conflicts or family
feuds through executions. 1079

Resolution of blood feuds

Families can decide to settle blood feuds. According to one source, it is more
common for families to seek help from tribal leaders and leadership councils
(jirga/shura) than from the authorities. 980 It can be risky for the police to get
involved in a blood feud.1%8! In the case of large-scale blood feuds with an ethnic
dimension, the authorities in the form of governors or district leaders sometimes
intervene to prevent further escalation through mediation.1%82 The solution to blood
feuds generally consists of paying off a debt or paying compensation for a loss. In
some cases, a female relative is married off to meet these requirements. 1983 The
source stated that whether mediation is possible depends on the willingness of the
family heads to participate. This willingness is largely determined by the
personalities of the family heads, the position of the family within the community
and the ties between the family and tribal leaders. 1984 If mediation is not possible,
many men who know they are the target of a blood feud decide to flee to another
place within Afghanistan. 108>

(Unaccompanied) minors

Afghanistan has a very young population. The median age in Afghanistan is 18.4
years, 1986 and 47.7% of the population is under 15 years of age.'%” In 2020,
Afghanistan was still the most dangerous country in the world for children. 1088
According to UNICEF, children in Afghanistan were at constant risk of death or
serious injury from explosive war remnants, ground engagements and air

strikes. 1989 As in 2019, children accounted for thirty percent of civilian casualties as
a result of the conflict in Afghanistan in 2020. In 2020, 760 children were killed and
1,859 were injured in conflict-related violence. 68% of the underage victims were
boys and 32% were girls. 1090

Age of majority (situation before the Taliban takeover)

In 2019, the Child Rights Protection Law was passed by presidential decree; it states
that individuals are of legal age from the age of eighteen.1%9! There was
considerable opposition to this law in parliament, 1992 as some politicians believed
that the notion that children do not come of age until they are eighteen is contrary
to sharia law.1993 As the previous country report noted, it is often difficult to
determine the age of Afghan children, %% because - according to information from
2015 - 58% of children were not registered at birth.1095

1079 VOA News, HRW: Targeted Killings Aimed at Keeping Afghan Women from Public Life, 16 March 2021; The New
York Times, How a Longstanding Rivalry Spiraled Into 5 Deaths Between 2 Families, 13 March 2021.

1080 Confidential source, 29 July 2021; Gandhara, In Afghanistan’s Pashtun Heartland, Tribal Rule Supersedes State
Law, 15 February 2021; ZEIT Magazin (via European Press Prize), Among the Taliban, 1 November 2020.

1081 Confidential source, 29 July 2021.

1082 Confidential source, 29 July 2021.

1083 s Department of State (USDoS), p. 34, 2021.

1084 Confidential source, 29 July 2021.

1085 Confidential source, 29 July 2021; Confidential source, 26 June 2021.

1086 World Population Review, Afghanistan Population 2021, undated, last accessed 29 July 2021.

1087 UNICEF, UNICEF AFGHANISTAN: Child notice update De leefomstandigheden van kinderen in Afghanistan, 2020;
UNFPA Afghanistan, What We Do: Young People, undated, last accessed 29 July 2021.

1088 Ynited Nations Secretary General, Children and Armed Conflict, p. 2, 6 May 2021.

1089 UNICEF Nederland, Stuur kinderen niet terug naar Afghanistan, 22 January 2021.

1090 UNAMA & OHCHR, page 30, February 2021.

1091 Afghanistan, Law on Protection of Child Rights, March 2019.

1092 TOLO News, Afghanistan Begins Implementing Law On Child Protection, 5 May 2019.

1093 AAN, Child Rights Protection Law in Afghanistan: Can the parliamentary chaos be resolved?, 18 March 2020.

1094 Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

1095 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 91.
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Care of orphans/unaccompanied children by relatives

Following decades of conflict and poverty, there are millions of orphans and
vulnerable minors in Afghanistan. According to the latest Afghan population survey
from 2015, 4% of children under the age of eighteen had lost one or both
parents.10%¢ Most orphans in Afghanistan are taken care of by relatives, in
accordance with the Islamic principle that Muslims are obliged to care for vulnerable
children.1%97 This is clear from the fact that in 2015, one in ten Afghan households
that took part in a population survey indicated that they had taken in a foster child
and/or orphan.19%8 In some cases, these children are exploited or discriminated
against by their foster parents, according to a confidential source.0%?

Care homes

Before the takeover by the Taliban, there were care homes in Afghanistan for
unaccompanied children who could not turn to relatives. No recent figures are
available on the number of orphanages in Afghanistan, but in 2017 EASO stated that
there were 84 Children’s Protection Action Network (CPAN) centres and 78
orphanages in Afghanistan.1190 A source said that before the Taliban takeover, there
were care homes in all provinces and that the government had established three
regional homes for vulnerable children in Nangarhar, Bamyan and Balkh.1101
According to this source, an estimated ten thousand Afghan children were using
them. 102 According to USDoS, however, eighty percent of the children in
orphanages were not orphans. They were children who had been given up by their
families due to financial hardship.1103

Supervision of care homes and quality of care

The Afghan Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs was responsible for supervising the
quality of the care provided in orphanages and the CPAN centres, but according to
UNICEF and USDoS, the ministry’s involvement was very limited.1%4 On the basis of
a 2015-2016 analysis, UNICEF concluded that the care provided to children in
orphanages was substandard, with a lack of space, beds, food, school and
sanitation.1195 In 2021, UNICEF confirmed that there were still no adequate facilities
for unaccompanied children in Afghanistan.!9 According to USDoS, living conditions
for children in orphanages were still poor in 2020. There was psychological, physical
and sexual violence against children in care homes. In addition, there was not
always running water and heating in winter and there was a lack of sanitation,
medical assistance, recreation and education. 197 USDoS also stated in 2020 that
some orphanages - run by both NGOs and the government - were guilty of human
trafficking of the children in their care.108

Care of minor returnees and tracing of relatives (situation before the Taliban
takeover)

1096 Afghanistan, Afghanistan Demographic and Health Survey 2015, 2015.

1097 Humanium, Children of Afghanistan, undated, last accessed 22 July 2021; Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

1098 Afghanistan, Afghanistan Demographic and Health Survey 2015, 2015.

1099 Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

1100 EASQ, Afghanistan Key socio-economic indicators, state protection, and mobility in Kabul City, Mazar-e Sharif,
and Herat City, p. 118, 2017. EASO_COI Afghanistan IPA August2017.pdf (europa.eu)

1101 Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

1102 Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

1103 ysDoS, Afghanistan 2020 Human Rights Report, section 6, 30 March 2021.

1104 World Vision, 50% of families in Afghanistan forced to send their children to work during COVID-19 pandemic, 20
November 2020.

1105 YNICEF, Child Notice Afghanistan, p. 66, 2018.

1106 UNICEF, Stuur kinderen niet terug naar Afghanistan, 22 January 2021.

1107 ysDoS, Afghanistan 2020 Human Rights Report, section 6, 30 March 2021.

1108 ysSDoS, 2020 Trafficking in Persons Report: Afghanistan, 2021.
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Before the takeover by the Taliban, several organisations offered family tracing,
such as War Child,119° IOM, ICRC, UNICEF,1110 HELP Germany, Youth Health
Development Organization (YHDO), Human Resource Development Association
(HRDA), Movement of People Organization (MPO) and Organization for Human
Welfare (OHW).!111 UNICEF also coordinated with the Ministry of Labour and Social
Affairs to facilitate temporary shelter for minor returnees.!'12 However, research into
the experiences of Afghan minors forcibly repatriated from Iran indicated that 1% of
these returnees ended up in a reception facility. The majority returned to family
(53%), and 44% of the young people rented accommodation.!13 In 2018, the NGO
Save the Children stated that in some cases minors returning to Afghanistan from
Europe had no access to accommodation and/or shelter, education, work or medical
care. !4 It is not known what family tracing activities are still being carried out since
the Taliban took power.

Street children

Even before the takeover by the Taliban, there were large nhumbers of street
children, especially in the large cities of Afghanistan.!1> The escalation of the
conflict led to the arrival of many new street children in Kabul. UNICEF estimated in
2017 that there were around 60,000 street children in Kabul. The majority of these
street children worked on the street, but had parents or relatives at whose home
they slept.1116 They had to work as otherwise their families could not make ends
meet. 1117 For example, these children cleaned shoes, sold food or objects, or begged
to make ends meet.!11®8 Some were orphans or had no relatives to care for them.111°
Children who moved from rural areas to the city to work!2? and displaced
children't2! were particularly at risk of ending up alone on the streets. Both girls and
boys who worked and/or lived on the street were vulnerable to sexual abuse and at
risk of ending up in prostitution.!?2 According to the NGO Save the Children, about
72,000 children arrived in Kabul in the second week of August 2021, seeking to flee
the violence in the provinces. Most of these children slept on the streets, according
to the NGO, 1123

Bacha bazi

1109 UNICEF Afghanistan, Child protection, undated, last accessed 15 August 2021.

1110 YNICEF, Protecting children on the move: Multisectoral Coordination In Afghanistan During Covid-19, undated,
last accessed 30 July 2021.

1111 Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

1112 UNICEF, Protecting children on the move: Multisectoral Coordination In Afghanistan During Covid-19, p. 3,
undated, last accessed 30 July 2021.

1113 Samuel Hall, Coming Back To Afghanistan: Deported Minors’ Needs At A Time Of Covid-19, p. 7, June 2020.

1114 Save the Children Sweden, From Europe to Afghanistan: Experiences of Child Returnees, p. 51, 2018.

1115 United Kingdom, Home Office, Country Policy and Information Note Afghanistan: Unaccompanied children, pp.
48-49, April 2021; Confidential source, 10 June 2021; Confidential source, 22 July 2021. See also: TOLO News,
Profile: Samir, Orphaned by War, 23 September 2020.

1116 YNICEF, Evaluation of “Improving Street-working Children’s Access to Education and Livelihood Support for their
Families” Kabul, Afghanistan Project Timeframe: 2014 - 2016 Evaluation Timeframe: January 2017 - September
2017, p. 65, September 2017.

1117 ySDos, 2020 Trafficking in Persons Report: Afghanistan, 2021; IOM, Family reunification: An essential step in
returnees’ journeys to safe and dignified reintegration in Afghanistan, 15 May 2021.

1118 UNICEF, Evaluation of “Improving Street-working Children’s Access to Education and Livelihood Support for their
Families” Kabul, Afghanistan Project Timeframe: 2014 - 2016 Evaluation Timeframe: January 2017 - September
2017, September 2017.

1119 Reuters, Killed, orphaned, sold: Afghan war takes brutal toll on children, 20 March 2019.

1120 Reuters, Killed, orphaned, sold: Afghan war takes brutal toll on children, 20 March 2019.

1121 Confidential source, 10 June 2021.

1122 Reuters, Killed, orphaned, sold: Afghan war takes brutal toll on children, 20 March 2019; Transcontinental Times,
Rising Sexual Harassment Against Girl Laborers In Afghanistan, A Matter Of Concern, 22 May 2021; UNICEF,
Evaluation of “Improving Street-working Children’s Access to Education and Livelihood Support for their Families”
Kabul, Afghanistan Project Timeframe: 2014 - 2016 Evaluation Timeframe: January 2017 - September 2017, p.
65, September 2017; USDos, 2020 Trafficking in Persons Report: Afghanistan, 2021.

1123 BBC, Afghanistan: Major cities fall to Taliban amid heavy fighting, 12 August 2021.
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Bacha bazi (‘boy play’), the phenomenon whereby powerful men sexually abuse
boys and force them to dance in girls’ clothing, continued under the Ghani
government.1?4 The UN Secretary-General identified thirteen children (nine boys,
four girls) who had been victims of sexual violence in 2020. The police were
responsible for six cases, including five cases of bacha bazi. The Taliban were
identified as the perpetrator in three cases and the military, Afghan Local Police,
Afghan National Army Territorial Force and militias were each guilty of one case.!12>
UNAMA confirmed ten cases of sexual violence against children in 2020, involving
nine boys and five girls. These included cases of bacha bazi. UNAMA indicated that
the number of confirmed incidents was not representative of the scale on which child
sexual abuse was taking place in the context of the conflict. There were more
reports, but due to the extreme sensitivity of the subject and the need to protect the
safety of the victims, these cases were difficult to verify.1126 USDoS identified a
pattern of sexual enslavement of boys in Afghan security forces compounds, but
stated that the Afghan Ministry of Interior Affairs, Ministry of Defence and National
Directorate of Security (NDS) denied the problem.112”

Criminal prosecution of perpetrators of bacha bazi

As the previous country report stated, the practice of bacha bazi was prohibited
under the Penal Code 2017 (Article 646) and the Law on Protection of Child Rights
(Article 99).1128 Despite this, very few criminal investigations and convictions of
perpetrators of bacha bazi took place in 2020/2021.112° No member of the Afghan
security forces has ever been prosecuted on suspicion of the offence of bacha
bazi.'13° During the reporting period, as many as eight officers suspected of
involvement in bacha bazi were prosecuted for other crimes such as ‘moral crimes’
and ‘sodomy’!13! in the provinces of Kandahar, Logar and Takhar.1132 Many victims
and their families were hesitant about reporting corruption through the formal legal
system. Victims feared that perpetrators would use their social position and
economic resources to bribe judges. 1133

Bacha bazi since the Taliban takeover

Historically, the Taliban have presented themselves as opponents of bacha bazi, as
the practice took off in the 1990s among the warlords regarded as the Taliban’s
main enemies. A source stated that under the first Taliban regime bacha bazi was
not accepted, 134 and abuse of boys in connection with bacha bazi was punishable
by death.!13> Anecdotal evidence suggests that the practice decreased during that
period.!13% However, according to a source, there is currently no insight into the
scale on which bacha bazi occurs. 137

1124 Confidential source, 8 June 2021; UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report
2020, p. 35, February 2021; Pajhwok, ‘9 Bacha Bazi cases registered in 4 provinces last year’, 8 March 2021.

1125 UNSG, Children and armed conflict Report of the Secretary-General, p. 4, 6 May 2021.

1126 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2020, page 35, February 2021.

1127 ySDos, 2020 Trafficking in Persons Report: Afghanistan, 2021.

1128 pytch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 91.

1129 UNAMA, Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2020, p. 35, February 2021; ASP &
YDHO, Enhancing Survivor-Centred Healthcare Response for Male Victims/Survivors of Sexual Violence in
Afghanistan, p. 41, March 2021; Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

1130 Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

1131 The New York Times, An Afghan Boy’s Rape and Death Prompt a Rare Response: Arrests, 9 October 2020;
Confidential source, 22 July 2021.

1132 The New York Times, An Afghan Boy’s Rape and Death Prompt a Rare Response: Arrests, 9 October 2020.

1133 ASP & YDHO, Enhancing Survivor-Centred Healthcare Response for Male Victims/Survivors of Sexual Violence in
Afghanistan, p. 44, March 2021.

1134 Confidential source, 18 November 2021.

1135 ATER, Bitter Belated Afghan Vindication, 7 November 2021.

1136 Newlines Institute, What About the Boys: A Gendered Analysis of the U.S. Withdrawal and Bacha Bazi in
Afghanistan, 24 June 2021.

1137 Confidential source, 18 November 2021.
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LGBT1138

According to ILGA, little information was available about the situation of LGBT
individuals in Afghanistan before the Taliban took power. There is no reason to
assume that social attitudes towards LGBT individuals had changed significantly
from the period covered by the previous country report before the Taliban took over.
Since the Taliban took power, the social climate in cities, which was previously
somewhat more tolerant in the area of sexual orientation, has become more
restrictive. There have been reports of threats and violence against LGBT
individuals, and many LGBT people have felt compelled to go into hiding as a
result.113?

Gay men

Although there are men who have sex with men and women who have sex with
women in Afghanistan (very little information/research is available on the latter
group), according to one source Afghans do not traditionally identify themselves by
their sexual orientation or gender identity. The idea that an individual may have a
particular orientation or the notion that a community could exist around a common
orientation or gender identity is not recognised in Afghan society, according to this
source. Allegedly, the vast majority of men who perform sexual acts with people of
the same sex do not see this as part of their identity. 1140

Sexual relations between men exist and are ‘tolerated’ to a certain extent.#4!
However, openly identifying as gay and putting into practice the desire to share your
life with a person of the same sex is completely unacceptable.!14? This goes against
traditional gender norms and tribal and other codes of honour.1143 If an individual’s
homosexual orientation becomes known, he or she runs the risk of becoming a
victim of exclusion, discrimination and violence (see below). However, there was a
small but growing progressive urban elite in Kabul in particular, among which there
was greater tolerance towards homosexuality and in which more individuals openly
expressed their homosexual or bisexual orientation.'4* Even so, according to one
source, the number of men who openly identified as gay remained very small.114>
Sources indicated that in Kabul and other major cities such as Mazar-i-Sharif, there
is more opportunity for gay men to have secret meetings with other gay men than in
conservative regions. 1146

Lesbians

Due to the lack of information on homosexuality in Afghanistan, it is not clear
whether attitudes towards lesbian women are different from those towards gay men.
As was clear from 4.1.13, many women have limited access to public life, and
women who have sexual relations outside marriage are at risk of being punished for

1138 The ToR refers to LGB individuals, but information was also available about the situation of transgender people in
Afghanistan during the reporting period. No information was available on the situation of intersex individuals.

1139 CNN, Angry and afraid, Afghanistan's LGBTQ community say they're being hunted down after Taliban takeover,
18 September 2021

1140 Confidential source, 8 June 2021. See also: Daily Beast, What It’s Like Growing Up Gay in Afghanistan, 13 April
2017; BBC, Afghanistan LGBT community living under threat of death, 7 August 2016.

1141 The best-known result of the social acceptance of sexual relations between men in Afghanistan is the practice of
powerful older men (bacha baz) having sexual relations with boys (bacha). Although this is a form of child abuse,
this practice has only been criminalised for a number of years, and it is still fairly uncommon for offenders to be
prosecuted (see 3.1.10). Outside bacha bazi, however, the existence of sexual relations between men, in which
both men give consent, is also an ‘open secret’, according to sources. Daily Beast, What It's Like Growing Up Gay
in Afghanistan, 13 April 2017.

1142 pajly Beast, What It’s Like Growing Up Gay in Afghanistan, 13 April 2017.

1143 Confidential source, 8 June 2021.

1144 Confidential source, 3 August 2021.

1145 Confidential source, 8 June 2021.

1146 Confidential source, 8 June 2021.
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moral crimes or of becoming the victims of honour killings. In a recent Afghan
television report, an anonymous lesbian woman admitted to hiding her sexuality for
fear that her family would disinherit her if her sexuality became known.147 The fear
of family violence in the event of a lesbian orientation was also confirmed in older
media articles.''® Human Rights Watch argued that lesbian women may have less
strong networks of supporters in Afghanistan than gay men. Human Rights Watch
was unable to identify any organisations that championed the rights of lesbians
before the Taliban takeover, whereas it did identify an organisation that supported
gay men and transgender women. 1149

Bisexuals

There is virtually no information available on bisexuals in Afghanistan. Many
homosexual individuals live in practice as bisexuals. Anecdotal evidence suggests
that both lesbians and gay men feel compelled to enter into heterosexual marriages
in order to conceal their true orientation and to conform to cultural expectations
around marriage. 1130

Transgender people

Before the Taliban took power, there was a community of transgender women and
men in cities such as Kabul and Mazar-i-Sharif, where they usually lived in groups
outside the control of their families, according to a source.1>! Many of these
individuals worked as sex workers or dancers, 1152 and dressed as women. 1153 These
individuals suffered from severe forms of discrimination and sometimes lethal
violence. 1154

Homosexuality and the Penal Code (situation before the Taliban takeover)

In Afghanistan, sexual acts between two people of the same sex had already been
criminalised before the Taliban took power.115> As the previous country report
stated, the Afghan Penal Code criminalised sexual intercourse between two people of
the same sex!1%6 as so-called tazir offences (that is, offences for which there is no
penalty in the Koran and over which judges have discretionary powers). The Penal
Code distinguished different categories of criminal homosexual activities:

mosaheghe (intercourse between two women), ‘sodomy’ (anal penetration), and
tafkhiz (intercourse between two individuals of the same sex without

1147 The World, Afghans who fled to Turkey are worried — and hopeful — about the prospect of peace at home, 20
April 2021. Afghans in Turkey hope for peace in their home country (pri.org); Nusrat Parsa - gbiuls (S5 les jids
ol Siaas a8l ... (facebook.com))(facebook.com))

1148 BBC, Afghanistan LGBT community living under threat of death, 7 August 2016; Telegraph, A life in hiding:
Kabul’s gay community driven underground, 16 March 2020.

1149 Human Rights Watch, “Even If You Go to the Skies, We'll Find You”: LGBT People in Afghanistan after the Taliban
Take Over, 26 January 2022.

1150 Telegraph, A life in hiding: Kabul's gay community driven underground, 16 March 2020; ReportOUT, The Life of a
Gay Man in Afghanistan, 19 May 2020; BBC, Afghanistan LGBT community living under threat of death, 7 August
2016; Human Rights Watch, “Even If You Go to the Skies, We'll Find You”: LGBT People in Afghanistan after the
Taliban Take Over, 26 January 2022.

1151 Confidential source, 26 June 2021. See also: TOLO News, Afghan Transgender Woman Describes Abuse in
Conservative Culture, 10 September 2020.

1152 Confidential source, 26 June 2021; Confidential source, 8 June 2021. See also: Reuters, Husband, father, sex
worker: As adults, Afghanistan's 'dancing boys' lead double lives, 3 May 2020.

1153 Reuters, Husband, father, sex worker: As adults, Afghanistan's 'dancing boys' lead double lives, 3 May 2020.

1154 Confidential source, 26 June 2021; TOLO News, Afghan Transgender Woman Describes Abuse in Conservative
Culture, 10 September 2020; Transcontinental Times, Afghan Transgender Man Beaten After Appearing In A
Satiric Series, 9 October 2020; Pajhwok, Savagely beaten Herat transgender fighting for life, 16 January 2021.

1155 TLGA, State-Sponsored Homophobia: Updated Edition 2020, p. 39, December 2020.

1156 pyutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 90.
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penetration). 157 These offences were punishable by between one and two years in
prison.1158 Aggravating circumstances could be cited to increase the penalty.1>?

Death penalty under Islamic law

There is uncertainty as to whether under Islamic law the death penalty may be
imposed on individuals who have sexual intercourse with a same-sex partner in
Afghanistan. This lack of clarity arose from Article 2 of the Penal Code. This article
gave judges the possibility of trying offences classified as hudud (i.e. punishments
determined by God) within Islamic law in line with the interpretation of Islamic law
set out in the jurisprudence of the Hanafi school of law.!60 Within this system,
fornication/sexual acts outside marriage (zina) are classified as a hadd offence (an
offence punishable according to the hudud), meaning that death by stoning is the
punishment for married Muslims who are guilty of it.116! The punishment for
unmarried Muslims is a hundred lashes. 162 As all forms of sexual intercourse
between two individuals of the same sex count as sexual acts outside marriage,
according to various sources this means that under Afghan law, in theory, the death
penalty could be imposed for sexual acts between two people of the same sex.1163
Under Islamic law, for a charge of zina — where there is no confession - hadd
sentences may only be imposed if four men testify that they witnessed the crime
themselves. 1164

Punishment of sexual acts between two persons of the same sex in practice

No figures were available on the number of arrests, trials and convictions of
individuals suspected of homosexual acts under the Afghan Penal Code during the
Ghani administration. 116> According to USDoS, LGBT individuals indicated that
members of the security forces continued to arrest LGBT people and also
discriminated against, assaulted and raped LGBT people.!1%% Sources indicated that
gay men were not actively prosecuted by the government in Afghanistan. They said
they only knew of convictions for homosexual acts in the context of bacha bazi,
where the perpetrator engages in sexual abuse of minors.!67 There was also no
indication that hudud sentences were in practice imposed on homosexuals by
Afghan judges during the Ghani administration. However, the International Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA) stated that there was a risk
that local ‘parallel justice systems’, operating mainly in rural and isolated
communities controlled by insurgent groups, 1168 would impose these penalties.116°

1157 ILGA, State-Sponsored Homophobia: Updated Edition 2020, p. 40, December 2020.

1158 Human Dignity Trust, Afghanistan, undated, last accessed 17 May 2021.

1159 Human Dignity Trust, Afghanistan, undated, last accessed 17 May 2021.

1160 Rahimi, M., Afghanistan’s new Penal Code: Whether or Not to codify Hudud and Qisas, The University of Texas at
Austin, undated, last accessed 30 July 2021.

1161 YK Home Office, Country Policy and Information Note, Afghanistan: Sexual orientation and gender identity or
expression, para 2.4.5, February 2020; USCIRF, Factsheet: Shari‘a and LGBTI persons, p. 3, March 2021; The
Library of Congress, FALQs: Execution by Stoning and Privacy Laws Related to Sexual Crimes in Iran and
Afghanistan, 30 April 2021.

1162 Hosseini, Z., Criminalizing sexuality, International Journal of Human Rights, 2011.

1163 YK Home Office, Country Policy and Information Note, Afghanistan: Sexual orientation and gender identity or
expression, para 2.4.5, February 2020; USCIRF, Factsheet: Shari‘a and LGBTI persons, p. 3, March 2021; The
Library of Congress, FALQs: Execution by Stoning and Privacy Laws Related to Sexual Crimes in Iran and
Afghanistan, 30 April 2021.

1164 Hosseini, Z., Criminalizing sexuality , International Journal of Human Rights, 2011.

1165 Confidential source, 26 June 2021.

1166 ySDoS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Afghanistan, 2021.

1167 Confidential source, 8 June 2021; Confidential source, 26 June 2021.

1168 1| GA, State-sponsored homophobia: Updated Edition 2020, p. 39, December 2020.

1169 1| GA, State-sponsored homophobia : Updated Edition 2020, p. 39, December 2020. See also: USCIRF,
Factsheet: Sharia and LGBTI persons, p. 3, March 2021. See for example: The Wall Street Journal, The Taliban
Say They’ve Changed. On the Ground, They’re Just as Brutal., 31 May 2021.
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The last report of such an incident, in which local authorities attempted to execute
three men convicted of homosexual acts, dates back to 2015.1170

Violence against LGBT people

LGBT people are especially at risk of becoming victims of violence from their family
members if their sexual orientation becomes known. This includes physical violence,
sexual abuse, rape, kidnapping and deadly violence.'1”! According to one source,
men who are perceived as ‘feminine’ are the most susceptible to this type of
violence. This is the case for all such men, regardless of their origin or economic
position. This source said that it knew of specific incidents in which male sex
workers who had sex with men were victims of deadly violence or murder at the
hands of their clients.172 On 25 December 2020, transgender activist and artist
Saboor Husaini died in a hospital in Herat after being attacked by a group of
unknown men.!173 Perpetrators of violence against gay men had complete impunity,
a source said. This source was also aware of cases in which police and judges asked
victims of homophobic violence for sex when they reported this violence, 1174

Discrimination

According to USDoS, LGBT people were at risk of being fired because of their sexual
orientation, and lacked access to certain forms of healthcare.''7> According to one
source, men believed to have ‘feminine characteristics’ were most at risk of being
discriminated against by both the authorities and fellow citizens for breaking cultural
norms around gender. These men were at high risk of losing their jobs, felt
uncomfortable in educational institutions, and were discriminated against by their
families. 1176 According to one source, before the Taliban took over there were clinics
in Afghanistan run by international NGOs or the government where men who had
sex with men could go for free sexual and reproductive healthcare.''”” A source said
it was not aware of any cases of gay men being punished more severely for a
common offence because of their sexuality.1178

Interest groups

According to ILGA, there were no known Afghan organisations championing the
interests of LGBT people.!7® According to USDoS, such organisations operated
underground because they could not register with the government. 1180
Organisations working in the field of healthcare for men who have sex with men
were subjected to threats and harassment from the department responsible for
NGOs within the Ministry of Economic Affairs.1181 A source stated that there was an
organisation working in the field of transgender rights before the fall of the Ghani
government, 1182

The situation of LGBT individuals after the Taliban takeover

1170 1| GA, State-sponsored homophobia 19, p. 430, March 2019.

1171 Reuters, Husband, father, sex worker: As adults, Afghanistan's 'dancing boys' lead double lives, 4 May 2020.
1172 Confidential source, 8 June 2021.

1173 United States, USDoS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Afghanistan, 2020.
1174 Confidential source, 8 June 2021.

1175 United States, USDoS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Afghanistan, 2020.
1176 Confidential source, 8 June 2021.

1177 Confidential source, 8 June 2021.

1178 Confidential source, 26 June 2021.

1179 ILGA, State-sponsored homophobia : Updated Edition 2020, p. 39, December 2020.

1180 yYnited States, USDoS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Afghanistan, 2020.
1181 Ynited States, USDoS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Afghanistan, 2020.
1182 Confidential source, 26 June 2021
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After the Taliban took power, many LGBT people in Afghanistan felt compelled to go
into hiding, 83 or to change their clothing and behaviour.1184 In January 2022,
Human Rights Watch stated, on the basis of interviews with sixty LGBT people in
Afghanistan, that many of them had been subjected to threats and ill-treatment by
Taliban fighters. Human Rights Watch also spoke to two men who said they had
been raped by the Taliban. Other LGBT people interviewed by Human Rights Watch
reported abuse by relatives, neighbours or ex-partners who had joined the Taliban.
Some survey participants stated that LGBT people had gone missing since the
Taliban took power, which possibly meant that they had been killed.!18> Other
sources also reported violence against!!8® and rape of LGBT people by Taliban
fighters. 1187 According to the Canadian NGO Rainbow Railroad, an organisation that
helps Afghan LGBT individuals to flee the country, the Taliban have a death list with
the names of LGBT people.188 There were threats, house searches!18® and

arrests. 1190 According to another source, men with a ‘feminine’ appearance were
especially at risk of being ill-treated in the street by Taliban fighters or third
parties. ! CNN reported on an incident in which a person hiding an LGBT individual
was assaulted by Taliban fighters during a house search.!1°2 Rainbow Railroad also
described a case in which the Taliban burned the passport of an LGBT person who
wanted to leave Afghanistan.1193

In an interview with Reuters, a Taliban representative of the de facto Ministry of
Finance stated that the Taliban intended to respect human rights within the limits of
Islamic law, but that this did not include LGBT rights.!1®* The manual of the Ministry
of Virtue and Vice stated that religious leaders should prohibit sexual relations
between persons of the same sex. It also stated that serious suspicions of
homosexuality should be referred to the ministry’s representative at the district level
for trial and punishment. 11> One source said it was not aware of systematic
attempts under the Taliban administration to criminalise LGBT people or of cases in
which hudud sentences had been imposed. This person noted that the information
currently available on the situation of LGBT people in Afghanistan is probably the tip
of the iceberg.119¢

1183 France24, The Taliban has a hit list for the Afghan LGBT community, NGO says, 2 November 2021.

1184 InfoMigrants, Etre LGBTQ en Afghanistan : I'exil comme seule option, 1 November 2021; CNN, Angry and afraid,
Afghanistan's LGBTQ community say they're being hunted down after Taliban takeover, 18 September 2021.

1185 Human Rights Watch, “Even If You Go to the Skies, We'll Find You”: LGBT People in Afghanistan After the Taliban
Takeover, 26 January 2022.

1186 CNN, Angry and afraid, Afghanistan's LGBTQ community say they're being hunted down after Taliban takeover,
18 September 2021; France24, The Taliban has a hit list for the Afghan LGBT community, NGO says, 2 November
2021; InfoMigrants, Etre LGBTQ en Afghanistan : I'exil comme seule option, 1 November 2021; Confidential
source, 17 November 2021; CNN, Taliban's religious police instructed to be more moderate, but vulnerable
Afghans say brutal justice is still being meted out, 12 October 2021.

1187 CNN, Angry and afraid, Afghanistan's LGBTQ community say they're being hunted down after Taliban takeover,
18 September 2021.

1188 France24, The Taliban has a hit list for the Afghan LGBT community, NGO says, 2 November 2021.

1189 CNN, Angry and afraid, Afghanistan's LGBTQ community say they're being hunted down after Taliban takeover,
18 September 2021.

1190 BBC, 'I feel free' - LGBT Afghan refugees arrive in UK, 30 October 2021.

1191 Confidential source, 17 November 2021.

1192 CNN, Angry and afraid, Afghanistan's LGBTQ community say they're being hunted down after Taliban takeover,
18 September 2021.

1193 France24, The Taliban has a hit list for the Afghan LGBT community, NGO says, 2 November 2021.

1194 Reuters, 'Just give us our money': Taliban push to unlock Afghan billions abroad, 29 October 2021.

1195 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban Target LGBT Afghans, 26 January 2022.

In early January 2022, a spokesman for the same ministry said the number of PKK fighters on Turkish soil had
fallen to 156.
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Compliance and violations
Press freedom

Freedom of the press before the Taliban takeover

In 2021, as in 2020, Afghanistan was ranked 120th out of a total of 180 countries
on the Reporters without Borders (RSF) Press Freedom Index.!%7 According to
Freedom House, before the fall of Kabul, Afghanistan had a vibrant media sector
consisting of broadcasters and publications representing various points of view on
different platforms (radio, TV, newspapers and magazines, Internet), and was not
generally subject to censorship.119 Both Covid-19 and the escalation of violence in
Afghanistan forced dozens of broadcasting channels to close.®® There were no
attempts during this reporting period to make changes to media legislation with a
view to curtailing press freedom. This was the case in the previous reporting
period. 1200 However, the head of the secret service criticised journalists or media
outlets that he believed were spreading enemy ‘propaganda’. 120t Journalists were
also detained and questioned by the National Directorate of Security (NDS), the
Afghan secret service, after reporting in Taliban-occupied areas. 1202

Press freedom in areas already under Taliban control before the Taliban takeover
The biggest violation of the freedom of the Afghan media was the constant stream
of threats and deadly violence against journalists (see 4.1.5). According to sources,
this led to self-censorship by the Afghan media.2%3 The Taliban took over and shut
down media organisations in regions it controlled before completely seizing
power.1204 The Afghan Journalists Safety Committee (AJSC) reported at the end of
July that twenty media outlets had shut down since the violence escalated in May
2021.1205 Five private broadcasters that were taken over by the Taliban started
spreading Taliban propaganda and stopped broadcasting music and women’s
voices. 1206 In the first week after the Taliban took power, the national media
continued to function. However, there were reports of enforced dismissals of female
broadcasters, searches of journalists’ houses, and violence against journalists
covering protests against the Taliban. 1207

Freedom of the press since the Taliban takeover

Since the Taliban took power, forty percent of Afghan media outlets have closed.
Sixty percent of Afghan journalists have lost their jobs. Job losses have been higher
among female journalists. Eighty percent of female journalists have been forced to
stop working. Not a single female journalist is still active in fifteen Afghan provinces.

1197 RSF, Press Freedom Index, 2021.

1198 Freedom House, Afghanistan: Freedom in the World 2021, 2021.

1199 TOLO News, 10 Afghan Radio Stations Went Silent in 6 Months: NAI, 14 January 2021; ANI, Afghanistan's media
freedom in retreat as security situation deteriorates amid Taliban advances, 27 July 2021.

1200 pytch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 56.

1201 The Diplomat, Amid US Pullout, Taliban Issue Threat to Afghan Journalists, 6 May 2021.

1202 RFE/RL, Afghan Women Journalists Give Up Work For Survival Amid Taliban Advances, 28 July 2021.

1203 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Taliban Target Journalists, Women in Media, 1 April 2021; Deutsche Welle,
Afghan women journalists and human rights activists are being forced into hiding, 4 March 2021; RFE/RL, Afghan
Women Journalists Give Up Work For Survival Amid Taliban Advances, 28 July 2021.

1204 TF], Afghanistan: Taliban disrupts media outlets in northern provinces, 12 July 2021; NPR, As The Taliban
Capture More Territory, Afghan Journalists Face More Risks, 22 July 2021.

1205 ANI, Afghanistan's media freedom in retreat as security situation deteriorates amid Taliban advances, 27 July
2021.

1206 ANI, Afghanistan's media freedom in retreat as security situation deteriorates amid Taliban advances, 27 July
2021. A Taliban representative denied to VOA News in July that the Taliban were against a free media sector and
stated that they had only taken over divisions of the public broadcaster/state media. VOA News, Calls Grow for
Emergency Visas for Afghans Working With US Media, 22 July 2021.

1207 CPJ, Taliban take 2 female state TV anchors off-air in Afghanistan, beat at least 2 journalists, 19 August 2021.
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Much of the local media has been wiped out in many provinces. In Herat, where 51
local media outlets were active before the Taliban takeover, there were still eighteen
active in December 2021. The loss of financial support, including from international
sources, was an important reason for the closure of many media outlets. 1208 As well
as financial difficulties, media outlets also experienced pressure from the Taliban to
adjust the content of their reporting and programming. On 19 December, the
Taliban published eleven rules for journalists. These state, among other things, that
journalists should not publish anything that is ‘contrary to Islam’, that journalists
should not insult national public figures and that they should ‘prepare detailed
reports for the Government Media and Information Center’.129° The Taliban have
ordered female television hosts to wear hijabs and banned television channels from
broadcasting dramas featuring female actors.'?1? In some provinces, the Taliban
have ordered local media outlets to broadcast religious programmes instead of their
normal programming.!?!! On 20 January 2022, local Taliban leaders in Daikundi
ordered journalists to stop publishing negative news and learning English, according
to the Afghan newspaper Hasht-e Subh Daily.1?1? Violence against journalists and
uncertainty about how unclearly formulated rules should be interpreted led to self-
censorship among journalists.1213 On 2 February 2022, according to Pajhwok Afghan
News, Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid announced that there were no
problems with the old Afghan media law and that the Taliban would revive the Media
Violation Commission to investigate violations of press freedom. Mujahid encouraged
journalists to respect the national interest and Islamic values in their reporting. 1214
For more information on violence against journalists before and after the fall of
Kabul, see 4.1.5.

Freedom of expression

Freedom of expression before the Taliban takeover

In August 2020, a group of opposition politicians published a letter stating they were
being threatened because of their political activities. They argued that individuals
within Afghan government agencies such as the Office of the First Vice President and
the National Directorate of Security (NDS) were behind these threats.!2!> In August
2021, two activists in the province of Ghor said the Afghan government had
detained them for several hours and 24 hours respectively after they had criticised
the government on social media over the growing insecurity in Ghor.1216 According
to Freedom House, there were generally no restrictions on Afghans having private
political discussions in areas under government control. In areas under Taliban
control, this was more dangerous.!?!” Foreign Policy stated that the freedom of
expression of Afghan citizens who wished to share their views on political matters in
public was limited due to the risk of attacks on public gatherings such as

1208 RSF, Since the Taliban takeover, 40% of Afghan media have closed, 80% of women journalists have lost their
jobs, 21 December 2021; The New York Times, ‘Everything Changed Overnight’: Afghan Reporters Face an
Intolerant Regime, 8 November 2021.

1209 Al Jazeera, ‘Death knell’: Afghan journalists fear new Taliban media rules, 29 September 2021.

1210 BBC, Afghanistan: Taliban unveil new rules banning women in TV dramas, 21 November 2021; Deutsche Welle,
Afghanistan: What Taliban's new media rules mean for female actors, 28 November 2021.

1211 RSF, Since the Taliban takeover, 40% of Afghan media have closed, 80% of women journalists have lost their
jobs, 21 December 2021.

1212 Hasht-e Subh Daily, Taliban Severely Restrict Media in Central Afghanistan, 22 January 2022.

1213 The Wall Street Journal, Afghan Journalists in Exile Keep Spotlight on Their Homeland, 1 December 2021.

1214 pajhwok, Previous media law worth implementation: Mujahid, 2 February 2022.

1215 These individuals included Rahmatullah Nabil, Hazrat Omar Zakhelwal, Hekmat Khalil Karzai, Sayed Akbar Agha,
Abdul Karim Khurram, Asif Ashna, Danish Karokhel and Faiz Mohammad Zaland. TOLO News, Political Figures
Accuse Govt 'Circle' of Threatening Dissenters, 27 August 2020.

1216 pajhwok, Detained over criticising government policies: Activists, 4 August 2021. Via UNAMA Media Monitoring.

1217 Freedom House, Afghanistan: Freedom in the World 2021, 2021.
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demonstrations. Many politically engaged young people therefore used social media
to share political views.'?'8 According to Freedom House, the Afghan secret service
had increased its capacity to monitor online activity, but this had no appreciable
impact on social media use.121®

Freedom of expression after the Taliban takeover

Out of fear of Taliban violence and in response to house searches and intimidating
phone calls, many activists who have criticised the Taliban in the past have fled or
gone into hiding.122% The Taliban have stated that they guarantee freedom of
expression. 122 Some Afghan newspapers have in fact published critical op eds about
the Taliban and the Taliban have also engaged in debate with opponents/critics on
television. 1222 However, the restrictions on press freedom in Afghanistan discussed
in 4.2.1 are in themselves a serious violation of this right. In addition, CSM reported
on a campaign of intimidation and sometimes deadly violence against local opinion-
makers and activists who have continued to express criticism of the Taliban on social
media since the Taliban took power.1223 According to an Afghan analyst who was
consulted for this article, the Taliban are targeting unknown local opinion-makers to
minimise the outcry and to eradicate opposition from the grass roots.!224 The Wall
Street Journal described an incident in which a man from Farah was arrested and
held prisoner for 24 hours for posting a message critical of the Taliban on Facebook.
It also described an incident in which a man from Lashkar Gah (Helmand province)
was kidnapped, assaulted and killed by Taliban fighters in November for the same
reason. In January 2022, the Taliban arrested Professor Faizullah Jalal. Jalal had
previously been highly critical of Mohammad Naeem, the spokesman for the
Taliban’s political office in Doha, during a debate with Naeem on a television
show.1225 There was a lot of support for Jalal on social media. Jalal was released
after a few days. 1226 In February 2022, a female comedian, Nadima, went missing.
According to RFE/RL, she was released from detention by the Taliban after 24
days.1227 On Friday, 4 March 2022, another professor who had criticised the Taliban
was also arrested by the Taliban.228 This man, Sayed Bagqir Mohsini, was released a
few days later.122° On 27 January 2022, the Taliban banned a press conference by
Afghan journalists about the profession’s situation since the Taliban took power.1230
Finally, the Taliban cracked down on demonstrations against Taliban policies; 1231
more details of this are given in the next section, on freedom of association and
assembly.

Access to the Internet and social media before the Taliban takeover
According to the latest large-scale population survey, 17.6% of Afghans used the
Internet in 2019. In 2021, a representative of Afghanistan at the UN General

1218 Foreign Policy, In Afghanistan, Social Media Is the Only Way to Talk Back to the Taliban, 11 September 2020.

1219 Freedom House, Afghanistan: Freedom in the World 2021, 2021.

1220 International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), Broken promises: Civil society under siege after 100 days of
Taliban takeover, 23 November 2021; Confidential source, 19 November 2021.

1221 The Wall Street Journal, Taliban Detain Prominent Critic, Intensifying Crackdown on Dissent in Afghanistan, 10
January 2021.

1222 Christian Science Monitor (CSM Monitor), Free speech in Afghanistan? Who is silenced by Taliban, and why., 17
December 2021.

1223 CSM Monitor, Free speech in Afghanistan? Who is silenced by Taliban, and why., 17 December 2021.

1224 CSM Monitor, Free speech in Afghanistan? Who is silenced by Taliban, and why., 17 December 2021.

1225 The Wall Street Journal, Taliban Detain Prominent Critic, Intensifying Crackdown on Dissent in Afghanistan, 10
January 2021.

1226 p| Jazeera, Taliban releases prominent Afghan professor from custody: Family, 11 January 2022.

1227 RFE/RL, Afghan-Canadian Aid Worker Reappears After Weeks In Taliban Detention.

1228 ANI, Sayed Baqir Mohsini, Afghanistan University Professor, Who Criticised Taliban Goes Missing, 6 March 2022.

1229 The Frontier Post, Female comedian missing for nearly 1 month in Kabul, 6 March 2021.

1230 CpJ, Taliban blocks press conference by Afghanistan Journalists Federation, 27 January 2022.

1231 FIDH, Broken promises: Civil society under siege after 100 days of Taliban takeover, 23 November 2021.
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Assembly stated that 20% of the population had access to the Internet.1232
According to Datareportal, this amounted to 7.65 million Internet users in 2020.1233
The Afghan Telecom Regulatory Authority stated on its website that there were 1.4
million 4G subscribers, 5.9 million 3G subscribers and 2.8 million 2G subscribers in
Afghanistan (making a total of 10.1 million subscribers).1234 According to
Datareportal, there were 3.6 million social media users in Afghanistan in January
2020, 3.5% more than in April 2019. The vast majority of social media users in
Afghanistan were male.!?35 According to an expert consulted by the Swiss
Secrétariat d’Etat aux migrations (SEM), this difference in access to social media
between men and women was greater in rural than in urban areas. 1236

Access to the Internet and social media after the Taliban takeover

Access to the Internet and social media in Afghanistan since the Taliban took power
has been limited by power cuts — a phenomenon that already existed in Afghanistan
before the Taliban takeover — and local and temporary restrictions on the use of the
Internet by the Taliban. UN human rights rapporteurs said in late December 2021
that the Taliban had been unable to pay electricity bills for several weeks, leading to
power cuts that, among other things, restricted access to the Internet.!237 The
Taliban also restricted access to the Internet for strategic and political purposes. For
example, all channels of communication with the Panjshir valley were closed during
and in the aftermath of the Battle of Panjshir.1238 There were also reports that the
Taliban cut off local Internet access in certain areas in connection with protests in
early September.1232 Up to the date of publication of this report, there were no
indications that the Taliban had blocked specific information/websites. According to
The Wall Street Journal, Taliban fighters closely monitored social media accounts of
critics. 1240 Accounts of Taliban leaders and ministries remain blocked on Facebook,
although Facebook has made some exceptions for posts from the de facto Ministries
of Public Health and Interior Affairs.124

Freedom of association and assembly

Freedom of association and assembly before the Taliban takeover

According to Freedom House, Afghan law guaranteed the right to freedom of
association, but this right was not respected in the same way in all regions of
Afghanistan before the Taliban took power. Afghan government forces in the past
fired live ammunition to break up demonstrations and the Taliban suppressed
demonstrations. 242 In January 2021, police killed eleven protesters during a
demonstration in Maidan Wardak.243 In June 2021, the ANDSF killed three

1232 ynited Nations, More Must Be Done to Close Digital Divide, End Poverty, Speakers Say, as Social Development
Commission Continues Debate, 15 February 2021.

1233 Datareportal, Digital 2020: Afghanistan, 17 February 2020.

1234 pAfghanistan, Afghanistan Telecom Regulatory Authority, Telecom Statistics, undated, last accessed 30 July 2021.

1235 Datareportal, Digital 2020: Afghanistan, 17 February 2020.

1236 Switzerland, SEM, Focus Afghanistan: Telephonie et Internet, p. 16, 30 June 2020. See also: TOLO News,
Bamiyan Beset by Internet Outages, Poor Coverage, 13 September 2020.

1237 OHCHR, Afghanistan: UN experts call for immediate action to stop escalating humanitarian catastrophe, 23
December 2021.

1238 The New York Times, In Panjshir, Few Signs of an Active Resistance, or Any Fight at All, 7 October 2021; Wired,
The battle for control of Afghanistan’s internet, 7 September 2021.

1239 WION, Taliban beat protesting women with whip, order internet shutdown in some areas, 9 September 2021;
BBC, Afghanistan: UN condemns Taliban's brutal crackdown on protests, 10 September 2021.

1240 The Wall Street Journal, Taliban Detain Prominent Critic, Intensifying Crackdown on Dissent in Afghanistan, 10
January 2021.

1241 The Intercept, Facebook, grants government of Afghanistan limited posting rights, 23 November 2021.

1242 Freedom House, Afghanistan: Freedom in the World 2021, 2021.

1243 AA, Afghan police chief fired over killing of 11 protesters, 8 February 2021
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individuals during a protest in Badakshan against the poor security situation and
lack of running water and electricity. Twenty people were also injured. 244

Restrictions on the activities of NGOs

Bureaucratic obstacles and (small-scale) corruption made the work of both national
and international organisations more difficult. In recent years, the Afghan
government took several steps with potentially negative consequences for the ability
of NGOs to carry out their activities, especially the draft law (referred to from now
on as the ‘draft NGO law’) from 2019 that introduced more government oversight
over NGOs and attempted to introduce a policy framework for regulating financial
and other relations between the government and NGOs. 1245

Freedom of association and assembly after the Taliban takeover

The Taliban responded with force to protests against Taliban policies in several
provinces and banned the holding of protests without permission from the Taliban.
Shortly after the Taliban took power, Afghans took to the streets in several cities to
demonstrate against the seizure of power and/or for an inclusive Afghanistan.
Protests took place in Herat, 1246 Faizabad, Mazar-i-Sharif, Jalalabad, 124”7 Kabul and
elsewhere. Women led and dominated these protests in many places. 248 Attempts
by Taliban fighters to violently suppress these protests resulted in at least three
deaths in both Jalalabad and Herat. In Kabul, people were also injured as a result of
such actions.!?4° As already noted, a number of journalists who tried to report on
these protests also faced arrests and violence. After this first wave of protests, the
Taliban banned protests without permission.12>° During protests against new
restrictions for women and poor economic conditions that took place in late
December, Taliban fighters opened fire on female demonstrators, according to
witnesses. 1?51 On 16 January 2022, the Taliban used pepper spray against female
protesters in Kabul demonstrating for the right to work and education.'232 The
Taliban also allowed some protests. In December 2021, the Taliban allowed a
protest in Kabul against the international community’s decision to freeze Afghan
bank assets.!253 The Taliban also took no action against a protest by women for the
right to education and participation in the labour market that took place in mid-
December 2021.12>* A protest in Panjshir against the killing of an ‘innocent’ young
man by Taliban fighters likewise did not produce a violent response from Taliban
fighters. 125>

Freedom of religion and belief

Freedom of religion and belief before the Taliban takeover

1244 AA, Afghan police chief fired over killing of 11 protesters, 8 February 2021; TOLO News, 3 Protesters Killed, Over
20 Wounded in Badakhshan, 8 June 2021; AP, Security forces fire on Afghan protesters in NE, killing 3, 8 June
2021.

1245 pajhwok, Recent govt’s decisions create difficulties for NGOs to operate, 5 May 2021.

1246 The New York Times, ‘Don’t be afraid,” women chant on Afghanistan’s streets in protest against the Taliban., 2
September 2021.

1247 Reuters, Three dead after anti-Taliban protests in Jalalabad-witnesses, 18 August 2021.

1248 FIDH, Broken promises: Civil society under siege after 100 days of Taliban takeover, 23 November 2021.

1249 FIDH, Broken promises: Civil society under siege after 100 days of Taliban takeover, 23 November 2021. See
also: The New York Times, Taliban Quash Protests and Seize Enemies, Tightening Grip on Afghanistan, 19 August
2021.

1250 The Guardian, Taliban ban protests and slogans that don’t have their approval, 8 September 2021.

1251 RFE/RL, Taliban Reportedly Opens Fire On Women Protesting Against Restrictions, 28 December 2021; VOA
News, Witnesses: Taliban Fire Warning Shots on Afghan Female Protesters, 28 December 2021.

1252 France 24, Taliban militants pepper spray women protesting for the right to work, education, 16 January 2022.

1253 France 24, Taliban allow protest calling for Afghan assets to be released, 21 December 2021.

1254 RFE/RL, Kabul Women Stage Rare Protest For Jobs, Food, And Freedom, 16 December 2021.

1255 TOLO News, Panjshir Residents Protest Killing of “Innocent” Youth, 26 December 2021.
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The constitution stated that Islam is the official religion of Afghanistan, but that
individuals are free ‘in the exercise and performance of their religious rituals’ ‘within
the bounds of law’. The Penal Code criminalised physical and verbal abuse of
followers of all religions as well as the insulting of Islam. The Constitution stated
that Hanafi jurisprudence was applicable in court cases where the Constitution or
other legislation did not contain any relevant provisions. In this jurisprudence,
conversion, the converting of others and blasphemy carry the death sentence.2°¢
Despite the legal framework containing various guarantees for the protection of
freedom of religion and belief, religious minorities in Afghanistan were already
vulnerable to violence and discrimination by fundamentalist actors before the
Taliban took power. The Afghan government did not actively persecute religious
minorities, including converts, but representatives of several religious communities
argued that the government was not doing enough to protect them from
violence. 257 More information on the situation of Shiites, non-practising Muslims
and non-Muslims before the Taliban takeover can be found at 4.1.9, 4.1.10 and
4.1.11.

Freedom of religion and belief after the Taliban takeover

The Taliban have promised to protect the rights of minorities, including religious
minorities. 28 However, according to USCIRF, the situation of religious minorities in
Afghanistan has worsened since the Taliban took power. It points to the fact that
religious minorities are not represented in the government, that the Taliban have re-
established the de facto Ministry of Virtue and Vice to enforce their interpretation of
sharia, and that both the Taliban themselves and ISKP have attacked religious
minorities. 12>° Shortly after the takeover, the Taliban leadership suggested that it
intended to reintroduce the 1964 Constitution. This constitution guarantees fewer
rights to religious minorities. By the end of February 2021, nothing had come of this
intention. During the meeting in Oslo, a constitutional review commission was
announced (for more details, see 4.3.2); this had not yet been started by
February.1260 There were also no specific reports during the first four months after
the takeover of power of criminal prosecution of individuals for apostasy or
blasphemy. For more details on the situation of specific religious minorities and non-
practising Muslims, see 4.1.9, 4.1.10 and 4.1.11.

Oversight and legal protection

Afghanistan was ranked 122" in the World Justice Project’s Rule of Law Index (128
countries) in 2020. The ineffectiveness of the police and the deficiencies of the
formal justice system led to extensive use of informal justice and increasing use of
Taliban courts in Afghanistan. Since the takeover, Taliban fighters have largely
taken over policing duties. The new legal system under the Taliban has not yet been
consolidated, 126 but the Taliban have indicated that they wish to administer justice
according to sharia (or their own interpretation of it). They have appointed judges at

125 putch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 60.

1257 USCIRF, Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, p. 18, 2021.

1258 ABC News, Despite promises, Taliban begin evicting Afghanistan's ethnic Hazaras from their land, 16 October
2021; ABC News, Taliban leader reaches out to West, promises rights for Afghan women, 26 August 2021.

1259 USCIRF, Factsheet Afghanistan, October 2021.

1260 Confidential source, 28 February 2022.

1261 France 24, Justice delayed as Taliban build their legal system in Afghanistan, 13 November 2021; Giustozzi, A. &
R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November 2021.
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the provincial level and indicated that they will not use the services of lawyers and
magistrates who were working at the time of or under the Ghani government. 1262

The Afghan police

Effectiveness of the police before the Taliban takeover

Afghanistan was ranked in last place in the Rule of Law Index for the maintenance of
order and security and 121t for the enforcement of laws and regulations. 263 SIGAR
concluded in March 2021 that although there were a number of well-trained special
forces, the police apparatus as a whole was unable to uphold the rule of law and
maintain order.1264 Afghanistan has an emergency number, 119, but according to
the Overseas Security Advisory Council (OSAC), the Afghan authorities were
generally ineffective at preventing crime and responding to emergency calls. 126>
Police ineffectiveness led to ‘rampant’ crime in Kabul, 2% and robberies and
muggings took place in all cities, day and night.?%” Kidnappings for ransom were
common. 1268 The wave of targeted attacks in Kabul and other parts of the country
was one of the reasons why the police lacked the capacity to act against crime. 1269
In addition, sources stated that police officers of all ranks were openly corrupt and
that some police officers were guilty of crime themselves.1270 According to a source,
reporting crime to the police could have serious negative consequences for the social
position and safety of individuals.!27! Sources indicated that if individuals were
victims of threats, violence or crime at the hands of local leaders, the police would
not intervene, in view of the powerful position of these leaders and their ties to the
Afghan government. 1272

Supervision of the police before the Taliban takeover

The Afghan government tried to fight corruption within the ranks of the police, but
with very limited success.!273 In July 2020, the public prosecutor’s office indicated
that around seven thousand individuals were of interest to the public prosecutor for
this reason. The Afghan Ministry of Interior Affairs said that 1,637 cases were
processed between 2018 and 2019, and 1,249 cases were processed in the first
four months of 2020 (until the outbreak of the coronaviruspandemic). This led to
the arrest of 1,518 people. In February 2021, the Ministry of Interior Affairs
announced that it had fired 321 police officers over corruption.1274 Despite these
figures, the Afghan NGO Integrity Watch Afghanistan criticised efforts to tackle

1262 RFE/RL, Judge, Jury, And Executioner: Taliban Brings Afghanistan’s Justice System Under Its Thumb, 1
December 2021; Giustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines
Institute, 24 November 2021.

1263 World Justice Project, Rule of Law Index 2021, p. 33, 2021.

1264 SIGAR, Quarterly Report to Congress, p. 82, 30 April 2021.

1265 Qverseas Security Advisory Council (OSAC), Afghanistan 2020 Crime & Safety Report, 25 February 2020.

1266 ICT4COP, Community-Based Policing and Post-Conflict Police Reform: Contextual Assessment 3 South-East Asia,
p. 3, November 2020 2020; The New York Times, They Fight Suicide Bombers. But Can Afghan Police Fight
Crime?, 8 February 2020. See also: AAN, Kabul’s Expanding Crime Scene (Part 2): Criminal activities and the
police response, 21 February 2021.

1267 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Travel advice for Afghanistan, last accessed 30 July 2021; The New York Times,
They Fight Suicide Bombers. But Can Afghan Police Fight Crime?, 8 February 2020; AP, Crime, conflict, chaos
crushing Afghan hopes for tomorrow, 4 February 2021.

1268 AP, Crime, conflict, chaos crushing Afghan hopes for tomorrow, 4 February 2021.

1269 Al Jazeera, A day on the job with Kabul’s crime scene investigators, 1 February 2021; The New York Times, In
Kabul’s Streets, Dogs Rule the Night, 22 March 2021.

1270 OSAC, Afghanistan 2020 Crime & Safety Report, 25 February 2020. See also: The Strategy Bridge, Afghanistan’s
Policing Failure and the Uncertain Way Forward, 20 October 2020; SIGAR, Quarterly Report to Congress, p. 82,
30 April 2021; ODI, Afghanistan: Winning the War or Building a State?, 31 March 2021. See also: Reuters, New
commander takes on corruption "mess" in Afghan police, 4 June 2019; TOLO News, SIGAR: 50% Police in South
Use Drugs, 50-70% 'Ghost Soldiers', 26 August 2020.

1271 Confidential source, 29 July 2021.

1272 Confidential source, 29 July 2021; Confidential source, 4 August 2021.

1273 United States, Department of Defense, Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, p. 9, 2019.

1274 AA, Afghanistan: 321 officials sacked for corruption, 21 February 2021.
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corruption in the summer of 2020, because high-ranking corrupt government
officials had been left almost completely untouched.!27> USDoS stated that while
many government officials including provincial governors, ambassadors and deputy
ministers lost their positions in 2020, many other government officials accused of
corruption, involvement in drug trafficking or human rights violations had kept their
positions or been moved to new positions.1276

Effectiveness of the police after the Taliban takeover

As stated at 2.2.5, the Taliban established a basic police structure and Taliban
fighters performed policing duties. A mixed picture emerges from reports regarding
the behaviour and effectiveness of these police officers. On the one hand, there
were reports of officers arbitrarily administering punishments, 277 harassing

women, 1278 and using excessive force to maintain order during protests.!27° On the
other hand, Afghan citizens reported that under the Taliban the police had become
considerably less corrupt!?80 and were dealing with complaints and reports of crimes
more effectively.128! Citizens in Kabul stated that crime had decreased in the first
few weeks after the Taliban took power.1282 Attacks (by ISKP) continued to take
place (see 2.2.2). From October onwards, there were also reports of a resurgence in
both small-scale and organised crime in Kabul - and other places - caused by the
poor economic situation.!?83 In late December 2021, crime seemed to decrease
again, 1284 but in January 2022 there was another upturn in crime across the
country.1285 A source stated that the Taliban were unable to act against organised
crime due to limited specialist police capacity. 1286

The Afghan legal system

The formal legal system before the Taliban takeover
Before the fall of the government, Afghanistan had a pluralistic legal system based

on different, sometimes conflicting, sources of law. These were the constitution,
international law, national laws and regulations and customary law based on tribal
codes of norms and values such as the pashtunwalil?8’ and interpretations of sharia.
In principle, the constitution stated that national legislation took precedence over

1275 TOLO News, Mol: Corrupt Criminals Will Face Justice, 14 July 2020. One exception was the arrest of Ahmad
Ahmadi, the head of the anti-narcotics unit in Kabul, and four other high-ranking police officers in February 2020
for involvement in drug trafficking. See: AA, Afghanistan: Top cops selling drugs arrested, 6 February 2020.

1276 ySDoS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Afghanistan, 2021.

1277 The New York Times, Protests Spread to Kabul as Taliban Struggle to Govern, 19 August 2021.

1278 The Wall Street Journal, After Taliban Return, Afghan Women Face Old Pressures From Fathers, Brothers, 15
December 2021.

1279 FIDH, Broken promises: Civil society under siege after 100 days of Taliban takeover, 23 November 2021. See
also: The New York Times, Taliban Quash Protests and Seize Enemies, Tightening Grip on Afghanistan, 19 August
2021; RFE/RL, Taliban Reportedly Opens Fire On Women Protesting Against Restrictions, 28 December 2021.

1280 CNBC, Weddings go on in Kabul under the Taliban, but without singers, or police seeking bribes, 31 August 2021;
The New York Times, Under Taliban Rule, Life in Kabul Transforms Once Again, 24 August 2021; NPR, Taliban-
style security welcomed by some, feared by others, 4 October 2021.

1281 ABC, Despite mistrust, Afghan Shiites seek Taliban protection, 16 November 2021; NPR, Taliban-style security
welcomed by some, feared by others, 4 October 2021.

1282 The Wall Street Journal, Taliban Commander Who Launched Bombings in Kabul Is Now a Police Chief in Charge of
Security, 20 October 2021; AP, Taliban official: Strict punishment, executions will return, 23 September 2021.

1283 Foreign Policy, Afghan Crime Wave Adds to Taliban Dystopia, 29 October 2021; Newlines Magazine, In the
Afghan Capital, the Economic Desperation Is Palpable, 7 December 2021; Hasht-e Subh Daily, An Increase in
Criminal Offenses Has Raised Concerns Among Baghlan Residents, 7 December 2021; NDTV, Man Arrested For
Allegedly Trafficking 130 Women In Afghanistan, 16 November 2021; Hasht-e Subh Daily, 147 Criminals Arrested
in Herat Province, 22 December 2021; Confidential source, 6 January 2022.

1284 Confidential source, 6 January 2022; confidential source, 30 December 2021.

1285 Confidential source, 31 January 2022.

1286 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

1287 For more information about the pashtunwali, see: Zahid, F., Understanding Taliban Through The Prism Of
Pashtunwali Code, Tribune Libre, November 2013.
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sharia and customary law. Judges could only rely on sharia and customary law
where the law contained no provisions on a particular subject and provided that the
interpretation of sharia and customary law did not conflict with formal legislation.1288
The Afghan legal system itself consisted of three tiers: courts of first instance,
appeal courts and the supreme court. Every district and provincial capital had a
court of first instance. Most legal cases in Afghanistan were supposed to be settled
at first instance, but according to the Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit
(AREU), the majority of cases ended up in the supreme court.128°

No independent judiciary

Although the law guaranteed an independent judiciary,2°° even before the Taliban
took power this was not the case in practice due to non-compliance with
constitutional principles, other legislation that undermined judicial independence and
a historical lack of a ‘culture of independence’ within the Afghan judiciary, according
to AREU. 1291 Afghanistan was ranked 123 in the Rule of Law Index for access to an
effective justice system in civil cases.'?°? Judges were driven by prejudice, political
influence, fear and corruption, according to USD0S.1293 Data from 2019 showed that
Afghans experienced a high level of discrimination in criminal justice practice. With
an average of 0.21 on a scale from 0 to 1.0, Afghanistan scored worse in this
respect than other countries in the region. However, these data do not specify the
exact grounds on the basis of which Afghans experienced discrimination.12°4 A
source confirmed that ethnic minorities, especially Hazaras, may not be able to rely
on assistance from the police in regions where they are in a minority.'2°°In addition,
Afghan justice was less accessible due to a lack of resources and staff. In particular,
there was a lack of female judges. As a result, many women were denied access to
justice because they were not allowed to interact with male judges according to
conservative social norms. 129 The inaccessibility of formal justice was greater for
Afghans in rural areas'?%” and was exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic, when
almost all courts had to close. 128

The informal legal system before the Taliban takeover

Partly due to the ineffectiveness and corruption of the formal legal system, Afghan
citizens continued to resort to informal, parallel legal systems.129° According to
research by the Asia Foundation, 46% of respondents had used informal justice at
some point. This figure was 41.5% for the formal judicial system. Those living in
rural areas made more use of such mechanisms than city dwellers. The principles on
which customary law is based differ in different communities and ethnic groups.
Jirgas and shuras play a prominent role in the interpretation of customary law, but
there are also many other actors involved, such as religious leaders, lawyers,
community members, NGOs and national institutions. 139 According to the Asia
Foundation, trust in the informal legal system was high. 81.2% of respondents
believed that shuras and jirgas were fair and reliable, 74.4% believed they followed
local norms and values, 74.2% said they were effective in delivering justice and

1288 EASQ, Afghanistan Criminal law, customary justice and informal dispute resolution, p. 11, July 2020.

1289 Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit, Judicial Independence in Afghanistan, pp. 16-17, February 2021.

1290 Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit, Judicial Independence in Afghanistan, p. 16, February 2021.

1291 Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit, Judicial Independence in Afghanistan, p. 49, February 2021.

1292 World Justice Project, Rule of Law Index 2020,, p. 33, 2020. WJP-ROLI-2020-Online_0.pdf
(worldjusticeproject.org)

1293 Ynited States, USDoS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Afghanistan, 2020.

1294 World Justice Project, The Rule of Law in Afghanistan Key Findings from 2019, p. 10, 2020.

1295 Confidential source, 29 July 2021.

129 United States, USDoS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Afghanistan, 2020.

1297 United States, USDoS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Afghanistan, 2020.

1298 IDLO, Rule of Law in the Time of Covid-19: Afghanistan, 30 July 2020.

1299 Ynited States, USDoS, 2020 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Afghanistan, 2020.

1300 EASO, Afghanistan Criminal law, customary justice and informal dispute resolution, p. 18, July 2020.
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73.2% stated that they handled cases quickly and efficiently.13°t However, the think
tank ODI stated that while village elders are seen as fair dispute settlers in some
villages, this was not the case in other villages. According to ODI, customary law
mechanisms were little more than mechanisms for extortion by local leaders in those
places. In addition, the Afghan state was hostile to this form of justice, which made
it difficult to enforce judgments.13°2 The Taliban also tried to discourage traditional
forms of informal dispute settlement, 1303

Administration of justice by the Taliban before the takeover

The Taliban set up their own legal system in areas they had controlled for some
time. This form of justice began to spread in 2014 when the Taliban conquered more
territory and were able to set up administrative structures due to the departure of
many international troops. Thus, during the reporting period, the Taliban had a
monopoly on the administration of justice in most of the areas under its control.1304
The Taliban legal system, like the formal Afghan legal system, consisted of three
tiers. Use was primarily made of the first tier, according to ODI. The extent to which
the Taliban courts of first instance were formalised and/or based in districts
depended on the extent to which the Taliban controlled the districts.13%> Both
individuals living in Taliban districts and those from elsewhere could make use of
Taliban courts.13% Research indicated that many citizens preferred Taliban justice
over government justice, 397 and this picture was also confirmed in articles in the
media. 3% Vulnerable groups such as women, however, indicated that they avoided
Taliban courts in family-law conflicts or situations of domestic violence, for example.
Taliban courts also imposed violent sentences on both men and women who,
according to the Taliban, had violated sharia (see 4.1.10).13%° Regarding the
Hazaras’ use of Taliban courts, a source stated that it was highly unlikely that a
Hazara would voluntarily choose such a court before the fall of the Afghan
government, for fear of discrimination. 1310

The legal system since the Taliban takeover

The Taliban appointed Mullah Abdul Hakim Sharee as de facto Minister of Justice.
Abdul Hakim is a key confidant of Akhundzada and was the head of the Taliban
shadow courts before the fall of Kabul.3! In the first few months after the
takeover, his ministry did not make any pronouncements on the precise organisation
of the justice system under the Taliban,!3!2 and according to a source, the Taliban
had still not presented a new system by the end of December.1313 The Taliban’s
starting point is that they want to govern the country on the basis of sharia. The

1301 The Asia Foundation, Afghanistan in 2019: A Survey of the Afghan People, p. 23, 2 December 2019.

1302 ODI, Rebel rule of law Taliban courts in the west and north-west of Afghanistan, p. 3, May 2020.

1303 RFE/RL, Taliban Courts Seek To Undermine Afghan Judiciary, 14 December 2020.

1304 ODI, Rebel rule of law Taliban courts in the west and north-west of Afghanistan, pagina 4, May 2020.

1305 ODI, Rebel rule of law Taliban courts in the west and north-west of Afghanistan, p. 4, May 2020.

1306 AAN, Living with the Taleban (2): Local experiences in Nad Ali district, Helmand province, 18 January 2021.

1307 AAN, Living with the Taleban (2): Local experiences in Nad Ali district, Helmand province, 18 January 2021; ODI,
Rebel rule of law Taliban courts in the west and north-west of Afghanistan, p. 4, May 2020.

1308 RFE/RL, Taliban Courts Seek To Undermine Afghan Judiciary, 14 December 2020; ZEIT Magazin (via European
Press Prize), Among the Taliban, November 2020.

1399 France24, Taliban tribunal gives woman 40 lashes for talking to a man on the phone, 22 April 2021; Khaama
Press, Three people whipped in Herat for eating during the ‘Ramadan’ month, 20 April 2021; The Diplomat,
Western Amnesia and the Trauma of Taliban Rule, 30 April 2021. The head of the AIHRC’s women'’s affairs
department confirmed in 2019 that women in remote areas are subjected to flogging and stoning if they fail to
comply with Taliban rules. Rudaw, Sacrificing Afghan women'’s liberties will cause ‘anarchy’: human rights chief, 5
December 2019.

1310 Confidential source, 9 June 2021.

1311 AA, Who's who in Taliban interim government?, 9 September 2021.

1312 France 24, Justice delayed as Taliban build their legal system in Afghanistan, 13 November 2021; OHCHR, Oral
update on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy High
Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021.

1313 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.
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Taliban reject the current Afghan Constitution, which enshrines equal rights and a
democratic system.1314 However, it is not clear whether the Taliban intend to restore
an earlier constitution (pre-2004), develop a new one or not use a constitution. 31>
The Taliban are ruling by decree for the time being.!316 At the end of September, the
Taliban indicated that they intended to follow the constitution of 1964.1317 By the
end of December 2021, nothing had come of this intention. During the meeting in
Oslo, a constitutional review commission was announced. This had not yet been
started by the end of February 2022. The Taliban leadership recently confirmed that
the 2004 constitution was still in force. 1318 It is not clear whether the Taliban
recognise the rest of the old legislation, including the Penal Code.31? Nooruddin
Turabi, the head of the prison system under the de facto government, said that the
Taliban would adopt a strict interpretation of sharia as their starting point for the
punishment of crime. According to him, this meant that severe hudud punishments
such as chopping off the hands of thieves and executing murderers would return. He
added that these punishments would probably no longer take place in public.1320 A
source stated that the Taliban appeared to be following the Penal Code for the time
being and had appointed a commission to review all legislation from the past 20
years in order to determine whether it could be kept.132!

At the end of 2021, despite uncertainty about the organisation of the legal system,
steps were taken to resume the administration of justice. After the fall of Kabul, the
main pillars of the old legal system - the Ministry of Justice, the supreme court and
the public prosecutor’s office — initially stopped functioning.!322 The Taliban
announced the creation of a supreme court in October and appointed Abdul Hakim
Haggani as chief justice.!323 The Taliban then announced that they no longer needed
the services of magistrates who worked under the Ghani government.!324 In late
November, the Taliban also announced that bar associations would come under the
Ministry of Justice and that only Taliban-approved lawyers would have the right to
practise.!325> On 16 December 2021, Akhundzada appointed 32 directors, heads of
departments, judges and other key officials to the Supreme Court by decree. On 25
December he also appointed a de facto Attorney General.326 In December, the
Taliban announced the appointment of 69 provincial-level judges in all provinces
except Panjshir.1327 These were appointments to the courts of first instance and
courts of appeal.1328 By the end of February 2022, courts were active in all 34
provinces of Afghanistan, according to a source. Two thousand Afghan judges had
been replaced by Islamic scholars, according to this source. According to this source,

1314 \VOA News, Taliban Say They Will Use Parts of Monarchy Constitution to Run Afghanistan for Now, 28 September
2021.

1315 | e Monde, En Afghanistan, la théocratie des talibans déja confrontée a ses vieux démons, 5 October 2021.

1316 See for example: The Guardian, Taliban ban protests and slogans that don’t have their approval, 8 September
2021; CNN, Taliban decree on women's rights, which made no mention of school or work, dismissed by Afghan
women and experts, 4 December 2021.

1317 \VOA News, Taliban Say They Will Use Parts of Monarchy Constitution to Run Afghanistan for Now, 28 September
2021.

1318 Confidential source, 28 February 2022.

1319 OHCHR, Oral update on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy
High Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021.

1320 The Guardian, ‘Necessary for security’: veteran Taliban enforcer says amputations will resume, 24 September
2021; AP, Taliban official: Strict punishment, executions will return, 23 September 2021.

1321 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

1322 Glaw, An Afghan Law Librarian on the Demise of his Country’s Legal System, 17 December 2021.

1323 The Frontier Post, Taliban announces creation of new Supreme Court of Afghanistan, October 2021.

1324 Gjustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi, Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24 November
2021.

1325 RFE/RL, Judge, Jury, And Executioner: Taliban Brings Afghanistan’s Justice System Under Its Thumb, 1
December 2021.

1326 Ynited Nations Secretary General, The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, p. 3, 3 February 2022.

1327 TOLO News, Supreme Court Appoints 69 Provincial Judges, 16 December 2021.

1328 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.
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the de facto Ministry of Justice has set up a training programme for these new
judges - who have relatively little knowledge of sharia.!32° In March 2022, dozens of
judges working under the Ghani administration protested in order to draw attention
to their ‘uncertain fate’. They stated that the 2,500 judges who had been active
under the Ghani government did not know what their status was and had not been
paid for months.1330 Their appointment of judges within the existing structure of the
legal system appears to indicate that the Taliban wish to take over the legal
system’s setup as it existed under the Ghani government. 133! According to a source,
some lower-ranking employees who worked in the judiciary under the Ghani
government and had received training in sharia law had been recalled.!332 In
January 2022, the Supreme Court announced it would set up a special court to try
drug crimes. 1333

In practice, since the fall of Kabul, the Taliban have continued to administer justice
in some parts of Afghanistan according to the model they used before taking
power.1334 NPR reported that the Taliban had also brought in village elders to
mediate in @ murder case.!33> As noted in 4.1.9, the Taliban appeared to allow
justice to be administered according to Shia jurisprudence in some areas. In large
cities such as Kabul and Kandahar, the administration of justice did not start until
December 2021, and in the meantime the Taliban only used mediation.1336 This
resulted in large backlogs in the trial of crime suspects!337 and pressure in

prisons, 1338

Situation in prisons before the Taliban takeover

The situation in prisons before the Taliban took power was poor. Prisons were
overcrowded, not all prisoners had access to a fair trial and a significant proportion
of prisoners were subjected to torture or other inhumane treatment. According to
USDoS, individuals were sometimes imprisoned for extended periods without
trial.133° OHCHR and UNAMA investigated the treatment of prisoners held on
suspicion of security offences and terrorism.'34° The UN agencies concluded that
prisoners were almost never informed of their rights before questioning and almost
never had access to a lawyer. Nearly half of the prisoners they surveyed were forced
to put their fingerprints on a statement without knowing what it said. OHCHR and
UNAMA also stated that nearly a third of the prisoners surveyed gave credible
descriptions of torture and other inhumane treatment. 34! However, the use of
torture and inhumane treatment decreased slightly in both Afghan National Police
(ANP) and National Directorate of Security (NDS) detention centres. In ANP prisons,
31.2 percent of prisoners stated that they had been subjected to this practice during

1329 Confidential source, 28 February 2021.

1330 TOLO News, Former Judges Hold Protest Over Their 'Uncertain Fate', 2 March 2022.

1331 The Frontier Post, Taliban announces creation of new Supreme Court of Afghanistan, October 2021.

1332 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

1333 Confidential source, 31 January 2022.

1334 See for example: France 24, Taliban summon Afghan interpreters who worked for Dutch, threaten families, 5
October 2021; Der Spiegel, The Taliban’s Campaign to Rob Villagers of Their Land, 6 October 2021; France 24,
Justice delayed as Taliban build their legal system in Afghanistany, 13 November 2021.

1335 NPR, Taliban-style security welcomed by some, feared by others, 4 October 2021.

1336 The Wall Street Journal, Taliban Commander Who Launched Bombings in Kabul Is Now a Police Chief in Charge of
Security, 20 October 2021; I'Humanite, Afghanistan. Reportage a la prison de Kandahar, ou s'applique la charia
version talibans, 15 December 2021.

1337 OHCHR, Oral update on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy
High Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021.

1338 QHCHR, Oral update on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy
High Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021; I’'Humanite, Afghanistan. Reportage a la prison de
Kandahar, ol s'applique la charia version talibans, 15 December 2021.

1339 yS Department of State, Afghanistan 2020 Human Rights Report, p. 10, 2021.

1340 656 prisoners were interviewed.

1341 UNAMA & OHCHR, Preventing Torture and Upholding the Rights of Detainees in Afghanistan: A Factor for Peace,
p. 4, February 2021.
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the previous survey. In the new survey, the figure was 27.5 percent. In NDS
prisons, the percentage dropped from 19.4 to 16 percent.!342 The general living
conditions in prisons in Afghanistan were poor, partly because of an acute lack of
capacity. According to Al Jazeera, Afghanistan’s largest prison, Pul-e-Charkhi on the
outskirts of Kabul, had space for 5,000 prisoners, but more than 10,000 individuals
were being held there in October 2020.1343 Poor living conditions in prisons regularly
led to protests among prisoners, sometimes resulting in fatalities.'34* More than
twenty thousand prisoners, including those on remand, were released by
presidential decree in 2020 because of Covid-19.134> The Taliban’s capture of
provincial capitals was accompanied by the release of thousands of prisoners (see
1.3.4).

Prisons in areas under Taliban control

In Taliban areas, a network of prisons existed where, according to The New York
Times, thousands of people were or had been incarcerated and where some of these
prisoners had been subjected to torture, 136 mainly on suspicion of links with the
Afghan government and government forces.!34” There was strong evidence that in
2021 the Taliban imprisoned many alleged enemies in these prisons while
conquering new areas. 1348

Criminal prosecution of perpetrators of torture

There was very little criminal prosecution of perpetrators of torture in government
territory before the fall of Kabul. The Anti-Torture Committee, which operated under
the leadership of the public prosecutor, stated that between 1 January 2019 and 1
October 2020, eighteen cases of torture had been brought to court under Article 450
of the Penal Code. In five cases the perpetrators were convicted and in three cases
the suspects were acquitted. The other cases were still pending.134°

Children in prisons

Hundreds of minors were also held in prison in Afghanistan on suspicion of links to
armed groups. 1350 Often these were child soldiers, 1351 or children of combatants. 1352
As of 31 December 2020, there were 165 children (164 boys and one girl) in prison
on suspicion of crimes against national security, and 318 children - mostly of non-
Afghan descent — were being held with their mothers on suspicion of links to
ISKP.1353 In May 2021, 189 children were being held with their mothers - who were
suspected of links to ISKP - in NDS detention centres.!35* The youngest underage

1342 UNAMA & OHCHR, Preventing Torture and Upholding the Rights of Detainees in Afghanistan: A Factor for Peace,
page 4, February 2021.

1343 Al Jazeera, Several inmates killed in Herat prison riot: Afghan officials, 29 October 2020.

1344 Al Jazeera, Several inmates killed in Herat prison riot: Afghan officials, 29 October 2020; TOLO News, Eight Killed
in Herat Prison Riot: Official, 29 October 2020.

1345 Open Government Partnership, Lessons from Reformers: Pretrial Detention, 14 December 2020.

1346 \VOA News, Afghans Rescued from Taliban Say They Were Tortured, 20 February 2021; The New York Times, ‘I
Wake Up and Scream’: Secret Taliban Prisons Terrorize Thousands, 27 February 2021

1347 Human Rights Watch, The New York Times, ‘I Wake Up and Scream’: Secret Taliban Prisons Terrorize Thousands,
27 February 2021. See also: India.com, 42 Freed in One Day From Taliban Jail in Afghanistan, 16 February 2021.

1348 Human Rights Watch, Afghanistan: Threats of Taliban Atrocities in Kandahar, 23 July 2021; The New York Times,
Afghan Civilian Casualties Soar as U.S. Exits, Monitors Say, 26 July 2021.

1349 UNAMA & OHCHR, Preventing Torture and Upholding the Rights of Detainees in Afghanistan: A Factor for Peace,
page 36, February 2021.

1350 Human Rights Watch, “Forgotten Children” Children detained in Afghanistan for alleged association with armed
groups, June 2021.

1351 Human Rights Watch, “Forgotten Children” Children detained in Afghanistan for alleged association with armed
groups, June 2021.

1352 Confidential source, 10 June 2021.

1353 UNSG, Children and armed conflict Report of the Secretary-General, p. 4, 6 May 2021.

1354 Human Rights Watch, “Forgotten Children” Children detained in Afghanistan for alleged association with armed
groups, June 2021.

Pagina 123 of 226



4.3.4

prisoners were ten years old.!3>> All children suspected of crimes against state
security were held in a special juvenile detention centre for children suspected of
crimes against state security in Kabul. They faced possible sentences of ten to
fifteen years in prison. As well as this juvenile detention centre in Kabul, there are
33 juvenile detention centres throughout Afghanistan for children suspected of other
crimes. The OHCHR and UNAMA survey found that underage prisoners were more
likely to be subjected to torture than adult prisoners.13%6 According to sources,
juvenile detention centres offer education and access to healthcare to a limited
extent, 1357 but there is a serious lack of psychosocial support and assistance aimed
at rehabilitation and reintegration.!38 The majority of juvenile detention centres are
located in inadequate buildings that do not have enough space for sports and where
there is sometimes a complete lack of daylight.!3>° According to Human Rights
Watch, there were no children among the Taliban prisoners released under the US
peace deal. 1360

Corporal punishment, the death penalty and extrajudicial executions

The death penalty before the Taliban takeover

In Afghanistan, the death penalty could be imposed on the basis of the Penal Code
and interpretations of sharia. However, the scope for imposing the death penalty
was severely limited with the entry into force of the new Penal Code in 2017.
According to EASO, the death penalty has rarely been carried out in recent years.
There were five executions in 2017, three in 2018 and none in 2019.13%1 Amnesty
International stated that no executions occurred in 2020. However, at least four
more individuals were sentenced to death that year for abduction and murder. 1362
These convictions were in addition to the 976 individuals awaiting the death

penalty. 1363 As part of the US-Taliban agreement, 156 captured Taliban fighters who
had been sentenced to death were released.!3%* No information is available on the
total number of pardons issued in 2020. In January 2021, the Taliban warned the
Afghan government against carrying out the executions of Taliban fighters who were
still held in prison. According to the Taliban, this would lead to a violent response, as
peace talks were incompatible with executions, the Taliban said. 136>

Corporal punishment and the death penalty after the Taliban takeover

As already noted, the Taliban have announced that they will punish crimes according
to a strict interpretation of sharia. Sharia prescribes corporal punishment and the
death penalty for various crimes, but according to Islamic law the conditions for
applying these punishments are very strict.13%6 It is generally held that the death
penalty may - but does not have to - be imposed for premeditated murder,

1355 Human Rights Watch, “Forgotten Children” Children detained in Afghanistan for alleged association with armed
groups, June 2021.

1356 UNAMA & OHCHR, Preventing Torture and Upholding the Rights of Detainees in Afghanistan: A Factor for Peace,
page 36, February 2021.

1357 Human Rights Watch, “Forgotten Children” Children detained in Afghanistan for alleged association with armed
groups, June 2021; Confidential source, 10 June 2021.

1358 Confidential source, 10 June 2021.

135 Human Rights Watch, “Forgotten Children” Children detained in Afghanistan for alleged association with armed
groups, June 2021.

1360 Human Rights Watch, “Forgotten Children” Children detained in Afghanistan for alleged association with armed
groups, June 2021.

1361 EASO, Country Guidance Afghanistan 2020: Article 15(a) QD, last update December 2020.

1362 Amnesty International, Global Report: Death Sentences and Executions 2020, p. 25, 2021.

1363 Amnesty International, Global Report: Death Sentences and Executions 2020, p. 24, 2021.

1364 Amnesty International, Global Report: Death Sentences and Executions 2020, p. 25, 2021.

1365 TOLO News, Taliban Warns Govt Against Execution of its Jailed Members, 21 January 2021. T

1356 The Guardian, ‘Necessary for security’: veteran Taliban enforcer says amputations will resume, 24 September
2021; AP, Taliban official: Strict punishment, executions will return, 23 September 2021.
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adultery, apostasy, and ‘waging war against God’.1367 Corporal punishment is
associated with offences such as theft, adultery, libel and banditry.1368 Since there
were no official courts during the early months of the Taliban rule, the use of
corporal punishment was in principle always extrajudicial.136® In Herat, the Taliban
shot dead four kidnappers and hung their bodies by the roadside.!37° However, the
Taliban claimed that the kidnappers were killed in a firefight, and not following a
judicial sentence. In Kabul, thieves were forced to parade through the city with
painted faces and stale bread in their mouths.!37! There have been no reports in
international media since 15 August of cases in which Taliban courts imposed the
death penalty for zina or blasphemy and conversion. As the Taliban have indicated
that they no longer wish to carry out executions and corporal punishment in public
(or wish to do so less often), there is limited information on the application of this
type of punishment. According to a source, village elders in the provinces imposed
the death penalty or corporal punishment for zina (adultery) in several cases after
15 August, but this was not always done with the knowledge of the Taliban and
Taliban ‘approval’ only followed afterwards.'372 These were therefore also
extrajudicial punishments.

Extrajudicial executions after the Taliban takeover

Since the fall of Kabul, the Taliban have carried out extrajudicial executions of at
least a hundred former ANDSF fighters (see 4.1.2.3),1373 and dozens of alleged ISKP
supporters (see 2.1.6).1374 In addition, there were reports of extrajudicial executions
of thirteen Hazaras, most of whom were former ANDSF fighters (see 4.1.8).137>

Transitional justice

In March 2020, the Appeals Chamber of the International Criminal Court (ICC)
approved the request of ICC Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda to open an investigation
into war crimes and crimes against humanity in Afghanistan. This happened after
Bensouda appealed a previous decision (2019) by the Pre-Trial Chamber II not to
allow such an investigation.!37¢ During the reporting period, a meeting took place
between the then Afghan foreign minister and the ICC, at which the minister asked
the ICC prosecutor for help in bringing war criminals to justice. This represented a
misinterpretation of the role of the prosecutor and the ICC, and a misunderstanding
of the independent position of this court.1377 The Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court states that the prosecutor should conduct his investigations
independently, without interference or influence from third parties. The AIHRC

1367 For more information on this subject, see: PRI, Sharia law and the death penalty Would abolition of the death
penalty be unfaithful to the message of Islam?, 2015.

1368 Azmeh, W., Corporal Punishment Verses in the Qur'an are to be Reinterpreted to Counter Violent Extremist
Practices from Within the Islamic Juristic Tradition, Digest of Middle East Studies, 2015.

1369 Confidential source, 30 December 2021

1370 BBC, Afghanistan: Taliban hang bodies as warning in city of Herat, 25 September 2021.

1371 CNN, Taliban's religious police instructed to be more moderate, but vulnerable Afghans say brutal justice is still
being meted out, 12 October 2021; NPR, Taliban-style security welcomed by some, feared by others, 4 October
2021.

1372 Confidential source, 30 December 2021.

1373 Human Rights Watch, “No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced Disappearances in
Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 November 2021; AFP, Afghanistan: I'ONU accuse les talibans d'au moins 72
exécutions extrajudiciaires, 14 December 2021; OHCHR, Oral update on the situation of human rights in
Afghanistan: Statement by Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, 14 December 2021.

1374 The Wall Street Journal, Killings of Islamic State Militants Highlight Power Struggle With Afghanistan’s Taliban, 26
September 2021; VOA News, Afghan Taliban Claim to Have Captured 600 IS Militants, 10 November 2021.

1375 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: 13 Hazara killed by Taliban fighters in Daykundi province - new
investigation, 5 October 2021.

1376 1CC, Afghanistan: ICC Appeals Chamber authorises the opening of an investigation, 5 March 2020.

1377 AAN, How to Investigate War Crimes? Kabul tells the ICC it is dealing with them, while the AIHRC pleads for help
from the UN, 15 June 2021.
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criticised the government for the lack of progress on transitional justice,!378 and
there were also concerns about the lack of interest in the rights of war victims in the
peace negotiations.137°

1378 AAN, How to Investigate War Crimes? Kabul tells the ICC it is dealing with them, while the AIHRC pleads for help
from the UN, 15 June 2021.
137 AAN, The Intra-Afghan Peace Talks: Warring parties negotiate, victims of war are excluded, 16 October 2020.
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Refugees and displaced persons

Due to the deteriorating security situation, the number of displaced persons in
Afghanistan and refugees from Afghanistan to neighbouring countries increased
markedly before the takeover by the Taliban. This was due to the conflict as well as
other causes. In 2021 as a whole, about 700,000 Afghans were displaced as a result
of the conflict.1380 The period between May and August in particular led to high
levels of conflict-related displacement: according to the UN, a quarter of a million
people, eighty percent of whom were women and children, fled their homes during
these months. 1381 Afghanistan’s neighbours, especially Pakistan and Iran, have
hosted millions of documented Afghan refugees and undocumented Afghans for
decades. Covid-19, economic crises and a lack of international solidarity and
insufficient international contributions to help with the reception of Afghan refugees
have greatly reduced the willingness to receive Afghans in Pakistan and Iran.1382 In
the run-up to the takeover by the Taliban, Iran indicated several times that it
wanted to close the border with Afghanistan.1383 Pakistan also indicated that it was
not prepared to receive a new Afghan refugee influx.!384 The number of forced
returns, especially from Iran, increased sharply in 2020 (see Chapter 5).

With the end of the armed conflict, conflict-related displacement has almost
completely stopped and some previously displaced Afghans have started to return to
their own villages and cities. 138> However, hundreds of thousands of Afghans have
attempted to leave the country since 15 August 2021 for fear of the Taliban or
because of the poor humanitarian situation.1386 Since the Taliban took power, both
Pakistan and Iran have imposed travel restrictions and, with a few exceptions, only
Afghans with passports and visas can legally cross the border into either country.!387
December 2021 saw a steady rise in Afghans trying to flee to both countries.388 The
humanitarian situation in Afghanistan at the time was very serious. By the end of
2021, twenty-three million of the approximately forty million inhabitants of
Afghanistan were suffering from acute hunger or were malnourished. 1389 In January
2022, according to the World Food Programme (WFP), 25 of the 34 Afghan
provinces were in an emergency situation and were experiencing acute malnutrition,
with two million children malnourished.!390 Financial restrictions on Afghanistan
since the Taliban took power, including the freezing of the Afghan Central Bank’s
reserves, the imposition of sanctions against the Taliban and the cessation of

1380 UNHCR, Displaced families in Kabul caught in downward spiral, 16 December 2021.

1381 NPR, A quarter-million people have fled their homes as violence in Afghanistan escalates, 13 August 2021; Al
Jazeera, Huge rise in Afghanistan IDPs as thousands flee Taliban advance, 9 August 2021.

1382 Confidential source, 26 July 2021; AA, Iran, Afghanistan border closed amid COVID-19 fears, 29 April 2021.

1383 Confidential source, 26 July 2021; AA, Iran, Afghanistan border closed amid COVID-19 fears, 29 April 2021; AA,
Iran to bar Afghan refugees from crossing border, 18 August 2021; Confidential source, 17 August 2021.

1384 Hindustan Times, Pakistan will shut its border with Afghanistan in ‘national interest’ if Taliban takes over post-US
withdrawal, 27 July 2021; VOA News, Pakistan Refuses to Host Additional Afghan Refugees, 13 July 2021.

1385 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

138 Norwegian Refugee Council, Humanitarian needs in Iran rise as 300,000 Afghans arrive since Taliban takeover,
10 November 2021; VOA News, More Than 300,000 Afghans Flee to Pakistan Since Taliban Takeover of
Afghanistan, 16 December 2021.

1387 Confidential source, 6 December 2021; Confidential source, 8 December 2021; UNHCR, News Comment: UNHCR:
Afghans struggle to seek safety as borders remain shut to most, 1 December 2021.

1388 Confidential source, 22 December 2021.

1389 UNHCR, Flash External Update: Afghanistan Situation #12 - As of 15 December 2021 (two-week coverage
period), undated.

3% ABC News, Aid groups deal with 'painfully thin and lifeless children' as Afghan food crisis deepens, 21 January
2022.
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international development funds, have limited the possibilities for providing support
to the Afghan people.13°!

Afghan refugees in Pakistan and Iran

Number of Afghan refugees in Pakistan and Iran before the Taliban takeover

On 31 December 2020, there were more than 2.2 million registered Afghan refugees
in the neighbouring countries of Pakistan and Iran.!3%2 Of these, 1.435 million were
in Pakistan and 780,000 in Iran.!393 In both Pakistan and Iran, government
registration has historically provided Afghan asylum-seekers/refugees with access to
refugee status. In practice this means that Afghans in Iran with a so-called amayesh
card394 and Afghans in Pakistan with a proof of registration (PoR) card are
recognised as refugees.13?> The last time Pakistan conducted a large-scale
registration of new Afghan refugees was in 2006 and 2007. Since then, attempts
have merely been made to register children of registered refugees, 3°¢ and to check
and renew the status of PoR cardholders.!3°7 In Iran, no information is available on
recent registrations of Afghan refugees, but Afghan asylum-seekers already seemed
to lack access to the Iranian asylum procedure before the Taliban took power. 1398

The above means that even before the Taliban took power, the official number of
Afghan refugees in both countries did not reflect the actual number of Afghan
individuals qualifying as refugees by international standards.!3%° In addition, there
are doubts about the reliability of these Pakistani and Iranian figures. The Pakistani
authorities did not provide up-to-date information on the number of Afghan refugees
in Pakistan to UNHCR and the authorities of Iran lowered the estimate of the number
of registered Afghan refugees in Iran in 2020 without consulting UNHCR. 1400 As well
as the registered refugees, there were 568,000 Afghan passport holders in Iran who
had family passports4°! or a valid visa. In addition, there were an estimated two
million undocumented Afghans in Iran.!492 In Pakistan there were about 1.5 million
undocumented Afghans.1403 In 2017, Pakistan granted Afghan Citizenship Cards
(ACCs) to 878,000 undocumented Afghans with IOM assistance. The ACC provides
Afghans with access to healthcare and education and protects them from arrest and
deportation. 1494 However, these cards expired on 30 June 2020 and have not been
renewed since.1405

1391 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Country must have access to funds to avoid humanitarian disaster, 23
November 2021.

1392 UNHCR, Afghanistan Situation, last update 31 December 2020, last accessed 8 July 2021.

1393 UNHCR, Afghanistan Situation, last update 31 December 2020, last accessed 8 July 2021.

1394 UNHCR, Iran Help: Are you a person that UNHCR Iran can support?, undated, last accessed 30 December 2021.

1395 UNHCR Pakistan, Government delivered first new Proof of Registration smartcards to Afghan refugees, 25 May
2021.

139 UNHCR Pakistan, Asylum System in Pakistan, undated, last accessed 27 July 2021.

1397 UNHCR, PoR card renewal, verification exercise for Afghan refugees postponed due to COVID-19, 31 March 2021;
UNHCR, DRIVE Pakistan: Verification Exercise Update (November 2021), 13 December 2021.

1398 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1399 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1400 Confidential source, 26 July 2021. See also: UNHCR, Refugees in Iran, undated, last accessed 27 July 2021. On
this page UNHCR states: ‘According to the latest figures communicated by the Government in October 2020, on
which consultations are ongoing, 800,000 refugees live in Iran, of which 780,000 are Afghans and 20,000 are
Iragis.’

1401 These are old Afghan passports, in which women and children were still included in the passport of the head of
the family.

1402 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1403 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1404 Confidential source, 6 December 2021; Confidential source, 8 December 2021.

1405 Confidential source, 8 December 2021.
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Since the Taliban took power, neither Pakistan nor Iran have taken any action to
assess asylum applications from newly arrived Afghans or from Afghans already
settled in Pakistan and Iran. According to a source, the Pakistani authorities have
made no efforts to verify whether Afghans who have travelled to Pakistan since 15
August 2021 are eligible for protection.4% In Pakistan, Afghans with concerns about
their safety can contact UNHCR. UNHCR carries out pre-screening and provides
Afghans who qualify for protection under the UN Refugee Convention with asylum
seeker certificates. 1497 These certificates provide protection against deportation by
the Pakistani authorities. 1498 In the first three months after the fall of Kabul, 50,000
Afghans had registered with UNHCR and UNHCR had issued 1,500 certificates.4%° In
general, according to a source, there is for UNHCR in Pakistan currently little
capacity to offer protection to newly arrived Afghan newcomers who might qualify
for it.1410 UNHCR does not conduct pre-screening in Iran. According to UNHCR, in
Iran the Bureau for Aliens and Foreign Immigrant Affairs (BAFIA) is responsible for
registering asylum-seekers and processing asylum applications. However, in
December 2021 this agency had not yet decided on its policy regarding new Afghan
asylum-seekers, according to UNHCR, 1411

Travel restrictions imposed by Iran and Pakistan

The official border crossings between Afghanistan and Iran are Islam Qala-Taybad,
Abu Nasr Farahi-Mahirud and Zaranj-Milak. Islam Qala-Taybad is regarded as the
most important of these three crossings. In April 2021, Iran temporarily closed the
entire border to travellers from Afghanistan due to Covid-19.1412 It is not clear
exactly when the border reopened, but in June 2021 two border crossings between
Iran and Afghanistan were reopened to two-way traffic for citizens.#413 Since the
Taliban took control of the border posts on the Afghan side, some of these have
remained open for trade with Iran.#14 The Iranian authorities closed border
crossings several times in August 2021 due to developments in Afghanistan and to
contain the spread of the coronavirus. 41>

The official border crossings between Afghanistan and Pakistan are Spin Boldak-
Chaman and Torkham. Spin Boldak is located to the south of Kandahar. Torkham is
a city in Pakistan, connecting the Afghan province of Nangarhar with the tribal zone
in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province of Pakistan. Pakistan temporarily closed the
Chaman border post in June 2021,1416 and the Torkham border post in July
2021.1%17 pakistan cited Covid-19 as the reason for the closures. The closure of the
Chaman border post coincided with heavy fighting between the Taliban and the
Afghan army around this border post. After the Taliban took over this border post in
July, it was closed again by Pakistan. However, it was reopened to foot traffic in late
July 2021 following negotiations between Pakistan and the Taliban.#'8 During this
period, the Pakistani president announced that if the Taliban came to power he

1406 Confidential source, 8 December 2021.

1497 UNHCR, Help Pakistan: Asylum in Pakistan, undated, last accessed 30 December 2021; UNHCR Pakistan, Asylum
system in Pakistan, undated, last accessed 30 December 2021.

1408 Confidential source, 6 December 2021.

1409 Confidential source, 6 December 2021.

1410 Confidential source, 6 December 2021.

1411 UNHCR, Iran Help: Are you a new arrival from Afghanistan?, undated, last accessed 30 December 2021.

1412 Confidential source, 26 July 2021; AA, Iran, Afghanistan border closed amid COVID-19 fears, 29 April 2021.

1413 1OM, COVID-19 Point of Entry Monitoring | Afghanistan, 22 June 2021.

1414 Confidential source, 17 August 2021.

1415 Middle East Monitor, Iran closes border crossing with Afghanistan amid Acdffghan exodus, 7 August 2021;
Khaama, Iran closes border with Afghanistan amid heavy conflicts, 8 August 2021.

1416 AsiaNews.it, As COVID-19 spreads in Afghanistan, Pakistan closes its borders, 18 June 2021.

1417 RFE/RL, Pakistan Closes Key Border Crossing With Afghanistan, Citing COVID-19 Concerns, 6 July 2021; Garda,
Afghanistan, Pakistan: Authorities close Torkham border crossing as of July 16 due to COVID-19 concerns, 16
July 2021.

1418 RFE/RL, Trade-Hindering Turmoil On Afghan-Pakistan Border Is Just Part Of Problem, 23 July 2021.
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would close the borders with Afghanistan in order to protect Pakistani national
interests.141® The Pakistani foreign minister indicated that Pakistan did not have
sufficient capacity to cope with the expected influx of Afghan refugees.142°

The Pakistani authorities have built a fence along almost the entire Afghan border,
making it more difficult for Afghans to cross the border at informal crossings. 142!
The border between Pakistan and Afghanistan is 2,600 kilometres long. In January
2022, the Pakistani authorities stated that 94% of this border had been sealed with
fences. 1422 Official border crossings for the most part remained closed for three
months after the fall of Kabul. The border crossing at Torkham was almost
completely closed and the Chaman border crossing was also closed several

times. 1423 At Torkham, only Afghan students!#?4 and Afghans who wanted to go to
Pakistan for medical reasons were allowed to enter the country.142> At Chaman, in
addition to these two categories, the Pakistani authorities also allowed Afghans with
a tazkera from Kandahar to cross the border.1426 Since the end of October, Pakistan
has admitted Afghans with a valid passport and a Pakistani visa. 1427 A visa could be
applied for online or in person and was free. 428 Pakistan also announced at the end
of 2021 that children under the age of eight would not need a passport to enter
Pakistan if their parents had a passport and visa.142° This was still the case in
January 2022. According to a source, parents were also not required to provide
other documents (such as a birth certificate) to prove that the minors were their
children. According to this source, the Pakistani authorities asked a few questions to
establish the relationship between the parents and the child. 1430

After the fall of Kabul, Afghans could only cross the Iranian border with a valid
passport and visa.!*3! From 22 August 2021, Dogharun/Islam Qala and Mahirud/Abu
Nasr-e Farahi remained closed to Afghan asylum-seekers and undocumented
Afghans.432 Iran only allowed entry to Afghans at these border crossings if they had
a passport and a visa.'433 At the Milak/Zaranj border crossing, Iran only allowed
business travellers who had passports and visas to enter. On 25 December, the
Iranian authorities announced a two-week lockdown at all national borders to
prevent the spread of the omicron variant of the Covid-19 virus.!434 On 9 January
2022, the Iranian authorities reopened the borders to Afghan travellers with a valid
visa, 143>

1419 Hindustan Times, Pakistan will shut its border with Afghanistan in ‘national interest’ if Taliban takes over post-US
withdrawal, 27 July 2021.

1420 Hindustan Times, Pakistan will shut its border with Afghanistan in ‘national interest’ if Taliban takes over post US
withdrawal, 27 July 2021.

1421 The New York Times, Afghans Flee to Pakistan. An Uncertain Future Awaits., 1 November 2021.

1422 Ariana News, Pakistan completes 94% of border fence, despite ‘isolated’ incidents, 6 January 2022; TOLO News,
Durand Line Fencing 94% Completed: Pakistan, 6 January 2022.

1423 Foreign Policy, Afghan Refugees Get Cold Welcome in Pakistan, 22 November 2021; Confidential source, 6
December 2021.

1424 Confidential source, 6 December 2021.

1425 UNHCR, News Comment: UNHCR: Afghans struggle to seek safety as borders remain shut to most, 1 December
2021; Confidential source, 6 December 2021.

1426 Confidential source, 6 December 2021; TNS, Barbed borders, 31 October 2021.

1427 Confidential source, 6 December 2021; Confidential source, 8 December 2021; Al Jazeera, Pakistan eases travel
restrictions, announces aid for Afghanistan, 22 October 2021.

1428 A| Jazeera, Pakistan eases travel restrictions, announces aid for Afghanistan, 22 October 2021.

1429 Confidential source, 6 December 2021.

1430 Confidential source, 25 January 2022.

1431 UNHCR, Flash External Update: Afghanistan Situation #10, As of 15 November 2021 (two-week period), 22
November 2021.

1432 UNHCR, Iran new arrivals from Afghanistan, 22 January 2022.

1433 UNHCR, Iran new arrivals from AfghanistanIRAN , 22 January 2022.

1434 Garda World, Iran: Authorities close all land borders as of Dec. 25 for two weeks to combat the rise in COVID-19
Omicron variant /update 50, 25 December 2021.

1435 UNHCR, Afghanistan situation: Emergency preparedness and response in Iran, 23 January 2022.
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Travel movements to Iran and Pakistan

Travel movements before the Taliban takeover

Despite travel restrictions, both legal and illegal travel movements to and from Iran
and Pakistan took place before and after the Taliban takeover.143¢ Before 15 August,
there were about twenty to forty thousand travel movements to Pakistan through
official border crossings every day.!#43” These were mainly for short-term stays, for
example for economic activities or family visits. 1438 Every year, between 750,000
and a million Afghans - especially young men - travelled to Iran to work or to travel
on to Turkey and Europe. From May 2021, there were also many families doing the
same. 3% From 1 May onwards, twenty to thirty thousand individuals migrated
every week, including a significant number of families.44% Most migrants who took
part in an IOM survey said they were migrating in search of work. They came mainly
from the provinces of Kabul, Balkh, Baghlan, Sar-e Pul, Takhar, Kunduz, Faryab,
Badghis, Herat, Ghor, Ghazni, Wardak, Laghman and Nangarhar.144t Many Afghans
who wanted to go to Iran left the country via Zaranj,144? the capital of Nimroz
province and a hub for people smuggling, before travelling to Iran through the city
of Dak in Pakistan’s inhospitable province of Balochistan.1443 Since the escalation of
violence in Afghanistan in the spring of 2021, about ten thousand Afghans a day
have left Zaranj in smuggling vehicles, according to researcher David Mansfield. 44

Travel movements since the Taliban takeover

About 300,000 Afghans fled to Pakistan between mid-August and mid-December,
according to the Pakistani authorities. 105,000 Afghans came to Pakistan with a
valid passport and visa. The rest entered Pakistan illegally.144> According to UNHCR,
in 2021 as a whole (1 January to 13 December), 63,810 Afghans reported to UNHCR
in Pakistan for protection.!446 Afghans enter Pakistan illegally with the help of
smugglers via informal border crossings. According to a confidential source, the
price to be smuggled from Afghanistan to Pakistan doubled after 15 August,
suggesting an increase in demand for smugglers. Most Afghans attempting to enter
Pakistan illegally travel through the mountains in the north or the desert in the
south. 447 pakistan deported about 1,800 Afghans in September and October 2021,
according to UNHCR (for more details, see Chapter 6).1448 Since late October 2021,
when border crossings with Pakistan reopened to travellers with valid passports and
visas, much of the normal circular traffic to and from Pakistan has also resumed. A
source stated that there had been tens of thousands of travel movements through

1436 RFE/RL, ‘We Don't Have A Choice’: Thousands Of Afghans Fleeing Abroad Daily As Taliban Violence Soars', 26
July 2021.

During the current reporting period, people were charged and/or convicted on the basis of anonymous witness
statements.

1438 Confidential source, 2 December 2021.

1439 RFE/RL, ‘We Don't Have A Choice’: Thousands Of Afghans Fleeing Abroad Daily As Taliban Violence Soars', 26
July 2021.

1440 TOM, geciteerd in: RFE/RL, ‘We Don't Have A Choice’: Thousands Of Afghans Fleeing Abroad Daily As Taliban
Violence Soars', 26 July 2021.

1441 TOM, geciteerd in: RFE/RL, ‘We Don't Have A Choice’: Thousands Of Afghans Fleeing Abroad Daily As Taliban
Violence Soars', 26 July 2021.

1442 The New York Times, As Fears Grip Afghanistan, Hundreds of Thousands Flee, 31 July 2021.

1443 Confidential source, 30 July 2021; NIOC, Human smuggling and trafficking in Pakistan, pp. 4, 7, July 2020.

1444 An independent researcher and expert in the field of drug smuggling in Afghanistan and elsewhere. For more
information, see: David Mansfield - Independent Socio-Economist Consultant.

1445 \VOA News, More Than 300,000 Afghans Flee to Pakistan Since Taliban Takeover of Afghanistan, 16 December
2021.

1446 UNHCR, Afghanistan Situation, undated, last accessed 30 December 2021.

1447 Confidential source, 8 December 2021.

1448 UNHCR, News Comment: UNHCR: Afghans struggle to seek safety as borders remain shut to most, 1 December
2021.
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the Spin Boldak-Chaman border crossing and thousands through Torkham since
November. 1449

The border with Iran is very porous. The Iranian authorities stated that 500,000
Afghans arrived in Iran in 2021 as a whole.'#>? The Norwegian Refugee Council
estimated that 300,000 Afghans entered Iran between 15 August and the end of
October.1451 According to sources, between four and five thousand Afghans a day
fled to Iran in November.14>2 UNHCR stated that it remained difficult for UNHCR to
monitor and verify new arrivals of Afghans in Iran due to the absence of a central
registration system and limited access to border areas.'4>3 Since September 2021,
the percentage of Afghans entering Iran via unofficial routes and smugglers (relative
to the total number of Afghans travelling to Iran) has fallen sharply. In September
2021, just over three quarters of Afghans entering Iran through unofficial channels
arrived with the aid of smugglers. This proportion fell to one third in December,
according to UNHCR.14>* According to another source, thousands of legal, mostly
circular, travel movements for economic reasons took place via the Islam Qala
border crossing and hundreds via Zaranj.14>>

According to UNHCR, 30,000 Afghans reported to UNHCR in Iran for protection in
2021 as a whole. 1456

UNHCR activities in Iran before the Taliban takeover

Because recognised Afghan refugees had been in Iran for a long time and
most of them (96%) lived in host communities in cities, 457 UNHCR's role in
hosting refugees and providing humanitarian support was relatively limited
before the Taliban takeover. UNHCR supported the Iranian authorities in
providing education, medical care, legal aid and economic aid to Afghan
refugees. 14> UNHCR also offered protection to vulnerable Afghan individuals
who were not registered as refugees in Iran, but who could be classified as
such under the Refugee Convention.!4>® UNHCR advocated internationally for
the resettlement of refugees from Iran to third countries.146®© UNHCR also
facilitated voluntary returns to Afghanistan, 146t although it said it did not
encourage this choice due to the unstable situation in Afghanistan. 1462

UNHCR activities in Pakistan before the Taliban takeover

Pakistan has not ratified the UN Refugee Convention. Under an agreement
signed forty years ago between Pakistan and UNHCR, UNHCR has provided
humanitarian aid to Afghan refugees and host communities in Pakistan for four
decades. UNHCR ran 54 refugee villages in Pakistan, although seventy percent
of Pakistan’s Afghan refugees live in cities. 463 Since 2009, UNHCR has
implemented the Refugee-Affected and Hosting Areas (RAHA) programme to

1449 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

1450 UNHCR, Afghanistan situation: Emergency preparedness and response in Iran, 23 January 2022.

1451 Norwegian Refugee Council, Humanitarian needs in Iran rise as 300,000 Afghans arrive since Taliban takeover,
10 November 2021.

1452 Norwegian Refugee Council, Humanitarian needs in Iran rise as 300,000 Afghans arrive since Taliban takeover,
10 November 2021.

1453 UNHCR, Afghanistan situation: Emergency preparedness and response in Iran, 23 January 2022.

1454 UNHCR, Afghanistan situation: Emergency preparedness and response in Iran, 23 January 2022.

1455 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

1456 UNHCR, Afghanistan Situation, undated, last accessed 30 December 2021.

1457 UNHCR, Refugees in Iran, undated, last accessed 27 July 2021.

1458 UNHCR Iran, What we do, undated, last accessed 27 July 2021.

1459 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1460 UNHCR, Refugees in Iran, undated, last accessed 27 July 2021.

1461 UNHCR Iran, Voluntary Repatriation, undated, last accessed 27 July 2021.

1462 UNHCR Iran, Voluntary Repatriation, undated, last accessed 27 July 2021.

1463 UNHCR Pakistan, Where we work, undated, last accessed 27 July 2021.
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alleviate the burden on communities in Pakistan hosting many Afghan
refugees. 1464 From 2002, UNHCR provided support to Afghan refugees in
Pakistan who wished to return to Afghanistan - before the change of power -
as part of the world’s largest voluntary return programme. 1465

Obstacles to UNHCR activities before the Taliban takeover

Covid-19 initially made it difficult to provide humanitarian aid, but according
to sources, aid provision was made possible again through the application of
protocols to combat Covid-19.1466 However, prior to the Taliban takeover,
UNHCR suffered from a severe lack of resources to provide the required
humanitarian support to Afghan refugees and Afghan host communities in Iran
and Pakistan.1467 A lack of willingness among other countries to take on
Afghans hosted in Iran and Pakistan led to increased resistance to taking in
Afghan refugees, according to a confidential source. This hampered the
provision of aid to these refugees, according to this source.468

Afghan refugees in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan

The high level of violence in northern Afghanistan led to an increase in the
number of Afghan refugees in neighbouring Tajikistan before the Taliban took
power. 1469 Before the spring, there were about seven thousand Afghans in
Tajikistan. Between April 2021 and the fall of Kabul, they were joined by three
thousand more Afghans who had managed to obtain a visa for Tajikistan,
according to the news organisation Eurasianet.47% In July 2021, the Tajik
authorities said they had taken in a thousand Afghan refugees.!4’t The Tajik
government initially indicated its willingness to take in a hundred thousand
Afghan refugees in the event of further escalation of the conflict, 1472 and
began building refugee camps on the border with Afghanistan. 473 Tajikistan
also temporarily housed hundreds of Afghan soldiers fleeing the Taliban.1474

However, Tajikistan decided not to take in any refugees after the Taliban took
power. 1475 Since the fall of Kabul, Afghanistan’s land borders with its northern
neighbours Tajikistan and Uzbekistan have been completely closed,147¢ apart
from the admission of a small number of women and children into
Tajikistan.4”7 In October, however, a representative of the Tajik security
agency stated that there were 15,000 Afghan refugees in Tajikistan. 478 About

1464 UNHCR Pakistan, Refugee-affected and hosting areas, undated, last accessed 27 July 2021.

1465 UNHCR Pakistan, UNHCR in Pakistan, undated, last accessed 27 July 2021.

1466 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1467 UNHCR, UNHCR warns of imminent humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, 13 July 2021; Confidential source, 6 July
2021.

1468 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1469 Reuters, Tajikistan takes in over 1,000 Afghan refugees, 7 July 2021; Confidential source, 26 July 2021;
Confidential source, 6 July 2021.

1470 Eyrasianet, Afghan refugees hope Tajikistan is just a pit stop, 15 October 2021.

1471 Reuters, Tajikistan takes in over 1,000 Afghan refugees, 7 July 2021; Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1472 Reuters, Tajikistan says it's ready to take in up to 100,000 Afghan refugees, 23 July 2021; RFE/RL, Tajikistan
Says It's Ready To Shelter Up To 100,000 Refugees From Afghanistan, 23 July 2021.

1473 Sputnik News, Construction of Camp for Afghan Refugees Begins in Southern Tajikistan, 30 July 2021.

1474 Reuters, Tajikistan takes in over 1,000 Afghan refugees, 7 July 2021.

1475 The Diplomat, What Explains Tajikistan’s Evolving Position on Afghan Refugees?, 22 September 2021.

1476 UNHCR, News Comment: UNHCR: Afghans struggle to seek safety as borders remain shut to most, 1 December
2021.

1477 Eurasianet, Afghan refugees hope Tajikistan is just a pit stop, 15 October 2021.

1478 Eurasianet, Afghan refugees hope Tajikistan is just a pit stop, 15 October 2021.
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13,000 Afghan refugees arrived in Uzbekistan between January and November
2021, according to the Uzbek authorities. 1479

Foreign refugees and asylum-seekers in Afghanistan (situation before the
Taliban takeover)

As of March 2021, there were about 72,000 foreign asylum-seekers and
refugees in Afghanistan, mainly in the provinces of Paktika, Khost and
Kabul. 1480 Most of them were Pakistanis who came to Afghanistan in 2014 to
flee the violence in the Pakistani province of North Waziristan.148! The
majority of these individuals were living in host communities, 1482 but there
was also a significant number of refugees from North Waziristan living in the
Gulan camp in Khost on the Afghanistan-Pakistan border.1483 According to a
source, Afghan host communities generally received these refugees
hospitably, partly because of tribal solidarity.'4®* However, refugees from
North Waziristan had limited access to healthcare and education due to the
low presence of these services in Khost and Paktika and the poor financial
position of the refugees. With regard to education, there was also a lack of
willingness among parents to educate children, especially daughters.1485 The
economic position and access to income of this group of refugees worsened
due to Covid-19.1486 According to UNHCR, as well as the large group of
refugees from North Waziristan, there were also 380 refugees and asylum-
seekers from eight different countries (including Turkey and Iran) who had
registered individually as asylum-seekers at UNHCR's office in Kabul.1487

Displacement

IOM monitors the movements of Afghans within, out of and into Afghanistan
due to both the armed conflict and natural disasters. IOM indicated that by the
end of 2020 there were nearly five million internally displaced persons in
Afghanistan, 1488 of whom about a fifth had been displaced as a result of
natural disasters and the rest by war violence.!48° In 2020, IOM registered the
arrival of 864,150 new displaced persons in host communities (arrival
internally displaced persons (IDPs)), the departure of 923,508 Afghans from
their homes (fled IDPs), and the return of 947,393 displaced persons to their
original homes (return IDPs).14%0 In 2021 as a whole, nearly 700,000 people
were displaced as a result of the conflict.14°1 Most displacement of this type

1479 UNHCR, Operational Portal: Afghanistan Situation, 30 November 2021, last accessed 31 January 2022.

1480 UNHCR, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, last update 31 June 2021, last accessed 8 July 2021.

1481 Arab News, Six years on, 12,000 Pakistani refugee families from North Waziristan stranded in Afghanistan, 30
December 2020.

1482 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1483 Arab News, Six years on, 12,000 Pakistani refugee families from North Waziristan stranded in Afghanistan, 30
December 2020; Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1484 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1485 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1486 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1487 UNHCR, Afghanistan - Global Focus, undated, last accessed 8 July 2021.

1488 TOM, Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Afghanistan - Round 11, December 2020. See also: IDMC,
Afghanistan, last update 31 December 2020, last accessed 8 July 2021.

1489 TOM, DTM Afghanistan: Baseline Mobility Assessment, December 2020.

1490 1OM, DTM Afghanistan: Baseline Mobility Assessment, December 2020.

1491 UN OCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 27 December 2021): Actual displacements
between 1 January 2021 and 22 November 2021, last accessed 30 December 2021.
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occurred before the fall of Kabul on 15 August.!492 Since then, there has been
virtually no new conflict-related displacement, and many people displaced by
the conflict have returned home. 1493 Displacement from other causes such as
drought continued after the Taliban took power.14%4 In early 2022, IOM stated
that there were a total of 5.5 million IDPs in Afghanistan.!4°5> According to
UNHCR, as of 1 December 2021, there were still 3.4 million IDPs as a result of
the conflict. 1496

5.4.1 Displacement before the Taliban takeover

A marked increase in displacement as a result of the conflict

OCHA registered a marked increase in displacement due to war violence
between May and August 2021. According to OCHA, 434,857 people were
displaced by the conflict in 2020 as a whole.14%7 In the first half of 2021 (1
January 2021 to 13 July 2021), the figure was already 329,546.149 While
there was no significant increase in the number of IDPs in November and
December 2020, the numbers rose as a result of the conflict in January 2021
and escalated from May onwards.49? About twenty thousand people were
displaced in November 2020 and thirty thousand in December. In January
2021, this rose to around fifty thousand new IDPs per month. In May this
number had risen to over eighty thousand and in June to about a hundred
thousand. 1590 About a quarter of a million Afghans were displaced between
May and August 2021, according to the UN.15%1 Many Afghans from cities and
districts under fire from the Taliban fled to Kabul, where they slept in the
open. 1302 According to the British NGO Save the Children, about 72,000
children arrived in Kabul in the second week of August 2021, seeking to flee
the violence in the provinces. 1503

Regions of origin of people displaced as a result of conflict

Kunduz was the province from which the most individuals were displaced in
2020, followed by the provinces of Faryab, Helmand, Baghlan and Takhar.1304
There were also numerous displacements from the provinces of Balkh,
Uruzgan and Nangarhar. In the first half of 2021, Kunduz was still one of the
provinces from which the most IDPs had fled the fighting, along with
Nangarhar and Wardak. Other provinces from which many IDPs originated
were Laghman, Helmand, Kandahar, Faryab and Badakhshan.1505 Between 29
April and 24 July, the level of displacement was again highest in Kunduz, with
more than eighty thousand cases of displacement. 5% This province was
followed by the provinces of Daikundi, Laghman, Nangarhar and Takhar, each

1492 UN OCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 27 December 2021): Actual displacements
between 1 January 2021 and 22 November 2021, last accessed 30 December 2021.

1493 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

1494 1OM, DTM Afghanistan emergency event tracking (12 October - 15 November 2021), 28 November 2021.

1495 ANI, IOM expresses concern over millions of displaced people in Afghanistan, 4 January 2022.

149 YNHCR, Flash external update: Afghanistan situation #14, 15 February 2022.

1497 OCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 25 July 2021), period 1 January 2021 - 13 July 2021,
last accessed 27 July 2021.

1498 OCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 25 July 2021), last accessed 27 July 2021.

1499 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1500 OCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 25 July 2021), period 1 January 2021 - 13 July 2021,
last accessed 27 July 2021.

1501 NPR, A quarter-million people have fled their homes as violence in Afghanistan escalates, 13 August 2021.

1502 The Guardian, Seven days that shook Afghanistan: how city after city fell to the Taliban, 13 August 2021.

1503 Save the Children, Thousands Of Children Living On The Streets In Kabul After Escaping Violence - Save The
Children, 12 August 2021.

1504 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1505 OCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 04 July 2021), last accessed 8 July 2021.

1506 QCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 8 August 2021), last accessed 14 August 2021.
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with around twenty thousand departing IDPs. 1597 Between 3 July and 24 July
2021, displacement was highest from Kandahar and Kunar provinces (with
nearly ten thousand IDPs per province). These provinces were followed by
Badghis, Kunduz and Badaghshan. There was less displacement from central
Afghanistan, i.e. the provinces of Baghlan, Bamyan, Wardak and Ghazni.
However, OCHA stated that the data on Afghanistan were incomplete due to
problems with access to certain areas. 1598

Other causes of displacement

In 2021 Afghanistan suffered from extreme drought, due to the meteorological
phenomenon El Nifio.!%%° This is likely to have contributed to a further increase in
the number of migratory movements within and from Afghanistan.!510 President
Ghani officially declared a state of emergency on 22 June due to the drought in
Afghanistan. Because of the drought, the expected harvest of various products was
much lower: rice (-20%), vegetables (-25-30%), fruit (-80%). In addition, a serious
shortage of wheat was also expected and it also seemed likely that livestock farming
would encounter problems due to the shortage of water. This came on top of the
conflict, which reduced harvests and made transportation of goods increasingly
difficult. This affected the availability and prices of food. Fourteen million Afghans
(out of a population of about forty million) were already facing acute famine by July
2021.1511 In addition to drought and conflict, other factors contributed to
displacement and migration. These included high crime rates (see 4.3.1) and an
economic crisis exacerbated by Covid-19.1512

Regions of origin of displaced persons

IOM data on displacement due to various causes shows that Helmand,
Kandahar, Faryab, Nangarhar and Farah are the provinces from which most
IDPs came between 2012 and 2020.1513 In 2020, most IDPs came from
Helmand, Kandahar and Balkh.1514

Destination of displaced persons

Two out of three IDPs fled to another location within their own province.1315 In
2020, displaced Afghans who had fled the violence mainly went to Kunduz,
followed by Takhar, Baghlan and Helmand. In the first half of 2021, these
IDPs mainly went to Kunduz and Nangarhar, followed by Wardak and
Kandahar. Many IDPs also went to Baghlan, Laghman, Badakshan, Faryab and
Helmand. 1516 At the end of 2020, Herat province had the highest number of
IDPs and Nangarhar province had the highest number of returned IDPs. The
districts with the highest number of IDPs and returnees combined were the
cities of Herat, Kabul and Lashkar Gah.1517

Return of displaced persons

According to IOM, 947,393 IDPs returned to their areas of origin in 2020.
Eighty percent of the returned IDPs returned from another place in their own
province. The provinces to which the most IDPs returned between 2012 and

1507 OCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 8 August 2021), last accessed 14 August 2021.
1508 OCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 8 August 2021), last accessed 14 August 2021.
1509 Global Network Against Food Crises, 2021 Global Report on Food Crises, p. 93, 2021.

1510 Confidential source, 6 July 2021.

1511 Confidential source, 6 July 2021; Confidential source, 2 July 2021.

1512 Confidential source, 6 July 2021.

1513 JOM, DTM Afghanistan: Baseline Mobility Assessment, December 2020.

1514 1OM, DTM Afghanistan: Baseline Mobility Assessment, December 2020.

1515 10M, DTM Afghanistan: Baseline Mobility Assessment, December 2020.

1516 QCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 04 July 2021), last accessed 8 July 2021.

1517 10M, DTM Afghanistan: Baseline Mobility Assessment, December 2020.
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2020 as well as in 2020 alone were Kunduz, Helmand, Takhar, Baghlan and
Nangarhar.1>18 A quarter of the returned IDPs returned to Kunduz. There were
very few returns to the provinces of Logar, Laghman and Wardak. More than
85% of the IDPs from these provinces had not returned by the end of
2020.1519

Displacement since the Taliban takeover

A marked decrease in displacement as a result of the conflict

In 2021 (1 January to 22 November 2021), 690,248 individuals were
displaced as a result of the conflict.1320 Nearly all of these conflict-related
displacement cases occurred before September 2021. In August, 15,847
individuals were displaced and in September there were 13,349 new cases of
displacement (by way of comparison, in July there were 260,237 new cases of
displacement). In October, the number dropped to 1,421 new cases of
displacement. 132t The number of provinces from which IDPs originated also
decreased during the year. In August, there were still displacements from 21
of Afghanistan’s 34 provinces, with many people leaving the provinces of
Herat, Badghis and Kunduz in particular. Kabul was the main destination for
IDPs that month, followed by Herat. In September there was still conflict-
related displacement from twelve provinces. More than a third of these IDPs
(5,348 out of 13,349) were from Panjshir province, followed by the provinces
of Daikundi (2,856) and Herat (2,280). Kabul remained the main destination
for IDPs, followed by the provinces of Daikundi and Herat. In October there
was conflict-related displacement from two provinces: Ghor (1,351) and
Badghis (70). In Ghor most people left from Shahrak district (1,246) and in
Badghis everyone left from Qala-i Naw district. The main destination was the
province of Herat.1522 Of the nearly 700,000 newly displaced persons as a
result of the conflict from 2021, about 170,000 had returned home by
February 2022, according to UNHCR, 1523

Persistent displacement due to other causes

IOM data showed that non-conflict-related displacement continued after the Taliban
took power. Between 12 October and 15 November 2021, 9,608 communities in 355
districts in Afghanistan were asked how many people there were in their
communities at that time who had arrived from other communities since August
2021. The total came to 1,165,458 individuals (159,039 families). Kabul and
Baghlan received most of these IDPs. The communities surveyed stated that
1,313,359 individuals who had left their communities since August had not returned.
Kabul, Mazar-i Sharif and Herat were the districts from which most individuals had
left.1524 The main shocks communities had to deal with in October were natural
disasters (especially drought), a fall in incomes, job losses and rising food prices. 152>

Return of displaced persons

1518 JOM, DTM Afghanistan: Baseline Mobility Assessment, December 2020.

1519 1OM, DTM Afghanistan: Baseline Mobility Assessment, December 2020.

1520 UN OCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 27 December 2021): Actual displacements
between 1 January 2021 and 22 November 2021, last accessed 30 December 2021.

1521 UN OCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 27 December 2021): Actual displacements
between 1 January 2021 and 22 November 2021, last accessed 30 December 2021.

1522 UN OCHA, Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 27 December 2021): Actual displacements
between 1 January 2021 and 22 November 2021, last accessed 30 December 2021.

1523 UNHCR, Flash external update: Afghanistan situation #14, 15 February 2022.

1524 1OM, DTM Afghanistan emergency event tracking(12 October - 15 November 2021), 28 November 2021.

1525 10M, DTM Afghanistan emergency event tracking (12 October - 15 November 2021), 28 November 2021.
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According to sources, individuals displaced due to the conflict and other causes have
been returning since the Taliban took power. About 170,000 people displaced by the
conflict returned.!>2® With regard to displacement due to various causes, on balance
people seem to have been returning since 15 August 2021. The communities
surveyed by IOM between October and November stated that since August,
2,059,774 individuals who left their own communities before August 2021 had
returned. The provinces to which most individuals returned were Faryab, Kandahar
and Jawzjan. On balance, therefore, from August onwards there were more returns
than new displacements. 1527 IOM data from December 2021 confirmed this picture.
The communities surveyed by IOM in December stated that 1,292,109 individuals
who had left their communities since August had not yet returned. At the same
time, these communities stated that 2,194,472 people who had left before August
had returned since August.1528

5.4.3 UNHCR activities in Afghanistan
UNHCR provided humanitarian assistance and protection to IDPs before the
Taliban takeover and worked with the Afghan authorities to facilitate the
voluntary, safe and dignified return of Afghan refugees and IDPs to their own
communities. In July 2021, UNHCR identified forty locations in Afghanistan
that had priority for the return of IDPs, the so-called Priority Areas of Return
and Reintegration (PARRs).1>2° In these regions, returnees, IDPs and the local
community live side by side.53%9 UNHCR and the Afghan government provided
humanitarian assistance in these areas, along with activities aimed at
promoting economic development and social cohesion. In this work UNHCR
and the Afghan government collaborated with private parties (notably the
Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry), other UN agencies and
development organisations. In addition, UNHCR helped the Afghan authorities
register and receive foreign refugees and coordinate dialogues between
Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan on the refugee and IDP crisis.'>31 UNHCR also
contributed to measures to combat the coronavirus pandemic in 2021.1532
Nevertheless, in March 2021 Amnesty International stated that IDPs in
Afghanistan remained extremely vulnerable to the medical and economic
consequences of Covid-19.1533 UNHCR also stated that it was continuing to
provide humanitarian support under the #stayanddeliver initiative after the
Taliban took power.!>3* From November, it started bringing in relief supplies
via airlifts from Qatar, >35> and by trucks via Uzbekistan.!>36 From August 2021
to 15 December 2021, UNHCR provided humanitarian assistance to 700,000
individuals. 1537

1526 Confidential source, 14 December 2021; confidential source, 2 December 2021.

1527 10M, DTM Afghanistan emergency event tracking (12 October - 15 November 2021), 28 November 2021.

1528 TOM, DTM Afghanistan emergency event tracking (1 December - 19 December 2021),

1529 Confidential source, 26 July 2021. See also: UNHCR, Afghanistan Priority Areas of Return and Reintegration,
August 2020 The PARRs are: Jebrial, Kahdistan, Noor Abad, Sakhi Camp & Qalin Bafan, Shash Pool, Qashqa, Sher
Khan, Bandar, Laghmani, Aka Khail Area, Qala-e-Nasro & Bini Warsak, Ustad Khalillullah Khalili, Ghaziabad,
Tarakhail Daag, Aziz Khan Kas, Charbagh, Daman, Majboorabad, Shekh Mesri, Loya Wala, Mirwais Mina.

1530 UNHCR, Afghanistan Priority Areas of Return and Reintegration, August 2020.

1531 UNHCR, 2021 Planning Summary - Operation: Afghanistan, 12 January 2021.

1532 UNHCR, 2021 Planning Summary - Operation: Afghanistan, 12 January 2021.

1533 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Country’s four million internally displaced need urgent support amid
pandemic, 31 March 2021.

1534 UNHCR, Despite brutal attack, UNHCR will stay and deliver in Afghanistan, 27 August 2021.

1535 UNHCR, UNHCR begins airlifting aid to Kabul, 2 November 2021.

1536 UNHCR, Flash External Update: Afghanistan Situation #12 - As of 15 December 2021 (two-week coverage
period), undated.

1537 UNHCR, Flash External Update: Afghanistan Situation #12 - As of 15 December 2021 (two-week coverage
period), undated.
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Obstacles to UNHCR activities in Afghanistan

In early 2021, UNHCR experienced a severe shortage in funds to provide
needed humanitarian support to IDPs in Afghanistan.1538 The security situation
also limited access to a number of areas where humanitarian assistance was
required. Although the Taliban generally granted humanitarian organisations
access - after negotiating with them - to areas it already controlled before its
large-scale offensive, fighting reduced access for aid workers.33° Since the
Taliban took power, UN agencies have had ‘broad humanitarian access’,
including access to Afghan provinces where UN agencies had not been for
years. 340 Financial restrictions on Afghanistan (the freezing of Afghan
reserves, disruption to banking transactions, the cessation of international
development cooperation efforts and sanctions on the Taliban) limited the
capacity of UN agencies and other actors to respond to the humanitarian
crisis.1°41 On 22 December 2021, the UN Security Council adopted a resolution
to facilitate humanitarian aid to Afghanistan by excluding this type of support
from the sanctions regime. 542

1538 UNHCR, UNHCR warns of imminent humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, 13 July 2021; Confidential source, 6 July
2021.

1539 Confidential source, 6 July 2021.

1540 UNAMA, Briefing by special representative Deborah Lyons to the Security Council, 17 November 2021.

1541 Amnesty International, Afghanistan: Country must have access to funds to avoid humanitarian disaster, 23
November 2021.

1542 Ynited Nations, Security Council Unanimously Adopts Resolution 2615 (2021), Enabling Provision of Humanitarian
Aid to Afghanistan as Country Faces Economic Crisis, 22 December 2021.
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6.1

6.1.1

Returns

This chapter examines the situation of returnees to Afghanistan from the
Netherlands and from the countries neighbouring Afghanistan. There have been no
forced returns from Europe since the Taliban took power.1543 However, Afghans have
been deported on a large scale - and to a very limited extent returned
voluntarily 344 — from neighbouring countries, especially Iran.5*> UNHCR advised
against returning to Afghanistan in August 2021.1346 This advice was still current in
December 2021.1547

Returns from the Netherlands before the Taliban takeover

Agreements between the Netherlands and Afghanistan regarding return

As mentioned in the previous country report, cooperation between the Netherlands
and Afghanistan on returns was based on a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
from 2003. This trilateral memorandum was signed by the Netherlands, the Afghan
government of the time and UNHCR and made forced returns possible, provided
relevant humanitarian considerations were taken into account.1348 Agreements were
also made at EU level with former Afghan governments on cooperation in the area of
migration and return. On 26 April 2021, the EU signed the Joint Declaration on
Migration Cooperation with Afghanistan,>4° which replaced the 2016 EU-Afghanistan
Joint Way Forward on Migration Issues.>0 This European initiative complemented
the arrangements under the MoU between the Netherlands and Afghanistan.!55! The
status of these agreements since the Taliban took power is unclear.

On 11 August 2021, the Dutch government decided to suspend deportations for at
least six months, as did a number of other European countries. 352 This decision
formally came into effect on 26 August 2021 and was extended for six months on 26
February 2022.1553 Since 15 August 2021, there have been no forced returns of
Afghans from the Netherlands or from elsewhere in the EU.1354

1543Confidential source, 2 December 2021.

1544 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

1545 UNHCR, News Comment: UNHCR: Afghans struggle to seek safety as borders remain shut to most, 1 December
2021

1546 UNHCR, UNHCR position on returns to Afghanistan, August 2021.

1547 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

1548 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General country of origin information report on Afghanistan, November 2020
(Dutch only), p. 96; Tripartite Memorandum of Understanding (the MoU) between the Islamic Transitional State
of Afghanistan, the Government of the Netherlands and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR). See: kst-19637-732-b1.pdf; schriftelijk-overleg-raad-buitenlandse-zaken-van-10-mei-2021 (2).pdf

1549 Agence Europe, EU and Afghanistan extend cooperation in fight against illegal migration, 27 April 2021.

1550 TEU.Monitoring, Migration: EU and Afghanistan sign Joint Declaration on Cooperation, 26 April 2021. For the text
of the Joint Way Forward, see: European Union and Islamic Republic Afghanistan, Joint Way Forward on
migration issues between Afghanistan and the EU, 2016.

1551 Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Verslag van een schriftelijk overleg, May 2021; Confidential source, 18 June
2021; Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kamerbrief aangaande de toekomstige inzet en hulp aan Afghanistan, 18
June 2021.

1552 NOS, Nederland zet voorlopig geen Afghanen uit, 11 August 2021.

1553 IND, Besluit- en vertrekmoratorium Afghaanse asielaanvragen verlengd, 25 February 2022.

1554Confidential source, 2 December 2021.
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Number of returnees from the Netherlands to Afghanistan

The Netherlands collaborated with IOM to facilitate voluntary returns to Afghanistan,
and with the European Return and Reintegration Network (ERRIN)!>3> to provide
reintegration support to forced returnees under certain conditions. In 2020, IOM
facilitated the voluntary return of ten Afghans. Between January and July 2021, this
figure was twelve.!3%6 Since 2020, forced returns from the Netherlands have been
largely suspended due to the coronavirus pandemic.!557 There was one forced return
from the Netherlands to Afghanistan between January and July 2021.1558

Support for returnees from the Netherlands

Voluntary returnees from the Netherlands received return and reintegration support
from IOM, provided they met a number of criteria.!>>® Reintegration support was
determined on the basis of a reintegration plan and could amount to as much as
1,800 euros for adult returnees and 2,800 euros for minor returnees. The majority
of this amount was paid out ‘in kind’, for example in the form of training or goods.
Returnees could choose to have 300 euros paid in cash. This sum was deducted
from the total amount.!>% Forced returnees could — under certain conditions - make
use of programmes offered under the ERRIN programme. In Afghanistan, the NGO
IRARA provided this support, 361 which consisted of assistance on arrival, such as
temporary accommodation and transport from the airport to this accommodation,
and long-term reintegration support, such as long-term accommodation, training or
job search assistance.!%62 A survey by the Mixed Migration Centre (MMC), a research
organisation of the Danish Refugee Council focusing on migration, conducted among
49 Afghans returning from Europe showed that just under half of the returnees
actually received return support.1363 Several smaller-scale qualitative studies with
Afghans returning from European countries confirmed this picture.!>%4 The MMC did
not provide any insight into the reason for the lack of return support.

Arrival at the airport

The sources consulted did not state that returnees from Europe were systematically
subjected to violence or ill-treatment by the Afghan authorities on their arrival at the
airport.1°% In a study of more than a hundred Afghan returnees from Germany,
anthropologist Friederike Stahlmann identified the case of a returnee from Germany
who had been identified as ‘dangerous’ by the German authorities and who was
subsequently arrested, detained and ill-treated by the Afghan authorities on arrival
at the airport.1%%% In addition, some Afghan returnees underwent lengthy

1555 ERRIN is a network of sixteen European countries aiming to improve cooperation between European migration
services, including with a view to facilitating the return and reintegration of migrants. For more information, see:
About ERRIN - ERRIN (returnnetwork.eu)

155 JOM Nederland, Maandelijkse cijfers vrijwillige terugkeer 2008 - heden, ongedateerd, last accessed 1 July 2021;
Confidential source, 2 July 2021.

1557 European Commission, The impact of COVID-19 in the migration area in EU and OECD countries, April 2021.

1558 Confidential source, 2 July 2021.

1559 TOM Nederland, Wat is herintegratieondersteuning?, undated, last accessed 25 June 2021.

1560 TOM Nederland, Wat is herintegratieondersteuning?, undated, last accessed 25 June 2021.

1561 For more information, see: Error! Hyperlink reference not valid., last accessed 31 January 2021.

1562 ERRIN, ERRIN Reintegration Programme for Returning Migrants: Afghanistan, undated. Last accessed 6 July
2021.

1563 Mixed Migration Centre, MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot - June 2021 A spotlight on economic reintegration for Afghan
returnees, p. 4, June 2021.

1564 Ahmad A., From Austria to Afghanistan Forced return and a new migration cycle, VIDC Global Dialogue, January
2021; Salihi R., ‘Assisted” and ‘Voluntary’ Return? Implementation of AVVR schemes in Afghanistan, International
Institute of Social Studies Working Paper No. 676, April 2021.

1565 Confidential source, 18 June 2021; Stahlmann, F., Erfahrungen und Perspektiven Abgeschobener Afghanen im
Kontext Aktueller Politischer und Wirtschaftlicher Entwicklungen Afghanistans, Diakonie Deutschland, pp. 22, 24,
69-71, June 2021; Ahmad A., From Austria to Afghanistan Forced return and a new migration cycle, Vienna
Institute for International Dialogue and Coopeartion (VIDC) Global Dialogue, January 2021.

1566 Stahlmann F, Erfahrungen und Perspektiven Abgeschobener Afghanen im Kontext Aktueller Politischer und
Wirtschaftlicher Entwicklungen Afghanistans, Diakonie Deutschland, pp. 21-22, June 2021.
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interrogation at the airport, according to Stahlmann. These interrogations focused
among other things on whether the returnees were genuine Afghans, since they had
fled the country rather than defending it.1>%7 Older research by the NGO AHRDO
(2019) reported that the Afghan authorities sometimes harassed returnees at the
airport, 1568

Stahlmann also stated that the Taliban often knew very quickly about Afghans who
had returned from Europe. Several families living in remote provinces of Afghan
returnees from Europe were contacted by the Taliban a few days after their relatives
returned. The Taliban pressured them to disclose the whereabouts of their relatives.
It is difficult to determine from whom the Taliban received this information, but the
Taliban themselves stated that they had infiltrated the Afghan security forces and
customs. 1569

6.1.5 Violence against returnees from Europe
There has been no systematic monitoring of the conditions of returnees from
Europe to Afghanistan. Tens of thousands of individuals returned to Afghanistan in
the years preceding the change of power. Research with 63 Afghan returnees from
Germany who stayed in Afghanistan for more than two months after their return
showed that 90.5% of them were victims of violence and 54% were victims of
multiple violent incidents. According to the researcher Friederike Stahlmann, these
involved both violent incidents that were directly related to the person’s status as a
returnee and violent incidents that could have happened to anyone in Afghanistan.
The first category of violence included incidents in which family, acquaintances or
third parties inflicted violence on the returnee because they suspected that the
returnee had misbehaved in Europe. Violence against the returnee as a result of
the latter’s inability to repay the debt incurred to finance the trip to Europe also fell
into this category.!570 Violence associated with forced recruitment, assaults and
crime fell into the second category.!57! According to data from MMC, returnees
from European countries were more likely than returnees from Iran, Pakistan,
Turkey and other countries to report that violence was their biggest problem on
their return. 51% of returnees from Europe identified violence as their biggest
challenge on their return. 1572

6.1.6 The economic conditions of returnees from Europe
With regard to the economic position of returnees from Europe, Stahlmann stated
that 75% of the returnees she interviewed survived thanks to remittances from
abroad. Only one returnee in her study had a job with a salary sufficient to live on.
Fifteen percent of the returnees were homeless.1573 In another survey of sixteen
Afghan returnees from Austria, thirteen participants indicated that they had
difficulty finding a stable income or accessing help from the authorities. 74 The

1567 Stahlmann F, Erfahrungen und Perspektiven Abgeschobener Afghanen im Kontext Aktueller Politischer und
Wirtschaftlicher Entwicklungen Afghanistans, Diakonie Deutschland, p. 21, June 2021.

1568 Afghanistan Human Rights and Democracy Organization (AHRDO), Deportation to Afghanistan: A Challenge to
State Legitimacy and Stability?, pp. 8, 19, November 2019

1569 Stahlmann F, Erfahrungen und Perspektiven Abgeschobener Afghanen im Kontext Aktueller Politischer und
Wirtschaftlicher Entwicklungen Afghanistans, Diakonie Deutschland, p. 24, June 2021.

1570 Stahlmann, F., Erfahrungen und Perspektiven Abgeschobener Afghanen im Kontext Aktueller Politischer und
Wirtschaftlicher Entwicklungen Afghanistans, Diakonie Deutschland, p. 34, June 2021.

1571 Stahlmann, F., Erfahrungen und Perspektiven Abgeschobener Afghanen im Kontext Aktueller Politischer und
Wirtschaftlicher Entwicklungen Afghanistans, Diakonie Deutschland, p. 34, June 2021.

1572 Mixed Migration Centre, MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot - June 2021 A spotlight on economic reintegration for Afghan
returnees, June 2021.

1573 Stahlmann, F., Erfahrungen und Perspektiven Abgeschobener Afghanen im Kontext Aktueller Politischer und
Wirtschaftlicher Entwicklungen Afghanistans, Diakonie Deutschland, p. 34, June 2021.

1574 Ahmad A., From Austria to Afghanistan Forced return and a new migration cycle, VIDC Global Dialogue, p. 19
January 2021.
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poor economic situation of returnees from Europe reflects that of many Afghans
who have not been abroad or of Afghans who have returned from Iran and
Pakistan. 93% of the Afghan population were already living in poverty before the
Taliban took power. There was a lot of food insecurity in large Afghan cities where
many IDPs were living together.1>7> One source said it was difficult for all Afghans
who had moved or fled to cities to survive without having a network or property
there.1%76 In the MMC survey, returnees from Iran described economic problems as
their greatest challenge more often than returnees from Europe.>”” However,
many returnees from Europe stated that their economic situation was worse after
their return than when they left Afghanistan. They had sold properties or incurred
debts to pay for the trip, and their social networks had dwindled.!>78

Returns from neighbouring countries before and after the Taliban takeover

Even before the Taliban took power, there was already a marked increase in mainly
forced returns of undocumented Afghans from Iran. Since the Taliban took power,
both Iran and Pakistan have taken measures to curb refugee flows. In 2021 Pakistan
was on the point of constructing a fence along the entire Afghanistan-Pakistan
border. Iran has further ramped up deportations of undocumented Afghans since
August 2021.1579 Pakistan and Tajikistan have also deported Afghans, to a lesser
extent than Iran.1580

Return agreements between Afghanistan and neighbouring countries

Up to the point when the Taliban took power, Afghanistan had a tripartite
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Iran and UNHCR to facilitate voluntary
returns from Iran to Afghanistan. The status of this MoU since the Taliban takeover
is unclear. A similar deal between Afghanistan, Pakistan and UNHCR has not been
renewed since June 2020 for reasons that are unclear, according to a source.!%81 In
addition to the MoUs, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran and UNHCR jointly developed the
Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees to Support Voluntary Repatriation,
Sustainable Reintegration and Assistance to Host Countries (SSAR) in 2012. A
coordination mechanism was set up for this purpose. This mechanism facilitates
cooperation between these three countries, international donors and NGOs to
support Afghan refugees in the region.1582 The seventh meeting of this platform’s
steering committee took place in October 2020, and in November 2020 there was a
high-level consultation ahead of the 2020 Afghanistan Conference at which the
importance of facilitating voluntary returns was confirmed. 583 The Afghan Ministry
of Refugees and Repatriation (MoRR) subsequently tried to schedule a meeting with
Pakistan to make concrete arrangements for the implementation of plans, but due to
Covid-19 and travel restrictions, this meeting had not yet taken place by July
2021.1584 It is not clear what impact the Taliban takeover had on these efforts.

1575 Global Network Against Food Crises, 2021 Global Report on Food Crises, p. 92, 2021.

1576 Confidential source, 4 August 2021.

1577 Mixed Migration Centre, MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot - June 2021 A spotlight on economic reintegration for Afghan
returnees, June 2021.

1578 Ahmad A., From Austria to Afghanistan Forced return and a new migration cycle, VIDC Global Dialogue, p. 19,
January 2021.

1579 UNHCR, News Comment: UNHCR: Afghans struggle to seek safety as borders remain shut to most, 1 December
2021

1580 UNHCR, News Comment: UNHCR: Afghans struggle to seek safety as borders remain shut to most, 1 December
2021

1581 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1582 SSAR Support Platform, The Support Platform for the Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees (SSAR), undated,
last accessed 27 July 2021.

1583 UNHCR, High Level Consultation in the Lead up to the 2020 Afghan Conference, 20 November 2020.

1584 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.
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Returns from Pakistan and Iran to Afghanistan before the Taliban takeover

IOM stated that more than one million Afghans returned or were deported from Iran
and Pakistan in 2020.1°8> According to OCHA data, 868,000 individuals returned or
were deported, mainly from Iran (860,000 individuals) and to a lesser extent from
Pakistan (7,900 individuals) and Turkey (6,000 individuals).!>8 The demographic
characteristics of the returnees from Iran and Pakistan were as follows: 1587

Adult men Adult women Minors
Iran 43% 14% 43%
Pakistan 20% 26% 54%

Table 5.1: demographic characteristics of Afghan returnees from Iran and Pakistan

In the first half of 2021 (up to 17 June), 565,587 Afghans returned from Iran and
Pakistan. The vast majority, 559,240 individuals, returned from Iran. There were
6,347 returnees from Pakistan. The number of Afghan returnees from Iran in the
first half of 2021 was 66.4% higher than in the same period the previous year.1588
There were voluntary returns to Afghanistan from Iran and Pakistan by 1,128
registered Afghan refugees in the first half of 2021 (up to 25 June).18 Many
returnees were displaced on their arrival in Afghanistan, being unable to return to
their own districts due to violence!5°0 and/or lack of economic opportunities (for
more information on the situation of IDPs, see Chapter 4).15°1

Causes of the increase in returns from Iran before the Taliban takeover

UNHCR estimated that in addition to 780,000 registered refugees (June 2021),1592
there are also about 1.5 to 2 million undocumented Afghans living in Iran, who,
according to the Iranian government, are not entitled to protection. In 2020, the
number of returnees from Iran to Afghanistan reached its highest level in six years.
In 2018 and 2019, the numbers of Afghan returnees from Iran were 775,000 and
440,000 respectively. For the most part they were undocumented Afghan
migrants. 1593 Poor economic conditions in Iran due to international sanctions and the
pandemic were at the root of this development.13¢ Many Afghans who had come to
Iran to work saw their income disappear and decided to return of their own accord.
A third of the returnees were deported by Iran.!5°5 Herat province received the most
Afghan returnees (178,000) in 2020, followed by the provinces of Faryab, Nimroz
(both 69,000) and Ghor (59,000). Many returnees from Iran were unable to return
to their own communities and settled in IDP camps around Herat and other

cities. 5%

1585 T1OM, Record Cross-Border Migrant Returns Contribute to Bleak Humanitarian Outlook for Afghanistan in 2021, 19
March 2021.

1586 QCHA, Afghanistan: Snapshot of Population Movements - January to December 2020 (As of 23 Jan 2021), 23
January 2021. For more information about the situation of Afghans in Turkey, see: Afghan Exodus: Migrants in
Turkey left to fend for themselves - Afghanistan Analysts Network - English (afghanistan-analysts.org)

1587 OCHA, Afghanistan: Snapshot of Population Movements - January to December 2020 (As of 23 Jan 2021), 23
January 2021.

1588 TOM, Return of Undocumented Afghans: Weekly Situation Report 11-17 June 2021, June 2021.

1589 UNHCR, Afghanistan Situation, undated, last accessed 29 June 2021.

1590 Samuel Hall & Help Age, COVID-19, Displacement & Older People In Afghanistan, p. 3, December 2020.

1591 Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, New Publication "Holding the Middle Ground" assesses internal displacement in
Afghanistan, 1 December 2020.

1592 UNHCR, Afghanistan Situation, undated, last accessed 29 June 2021.

1593 VOA News, COVID-19, Insecurity Slow Afghan Refugee Returns From Pakistan and Iran, 18 November 2020.

1594 AA, COVID-19: Over 100,000 Afghans return from Iran, 18 March 2020; TOLO News, 1.4M Afghans Returned
From Iran in Past 18 Months: Ministry, 10 June 2021; OCHA, Humanitarian Programme Cycle 2020 Year-End
Monitoring Report of Financing, Achievements and Response Challenges January - December 2020, p. 8, 2021;
The World, Afghan returnees struggle with unemployment, violence at home,, 12 February 2021.

1595 The New Humanitarian, As deportations soar, Afghan returnees struggle on home soil, 26 January 2021.

159 The New Humanitarian, As deportations soar, Afghan returnees struggle on home soil, 26 January 2021.
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Returns from Pakistan and Tajikistan since the Taliban takeover

According to IOM data, 24,874 undocumented Afghans ‘spontaneously’ returned
from Pakistan through the Chaman and Torkham border crossings between 1
January and 18 December 2021.13%7 Inability to pay rent and charges for gas, water
and electricity were the most cited reasons for returning to Afghanistan among this
group of Afghans.!>%8 Pakistan deported several thousand Afghans in October and
November 2021.15%° The Pakistani newspaper Dawn said Pakistan had deported 965
Afghans from Quetta and 1,486 Afghans from Karachi and Lasbela between the
change of power and the end of October.16%0 UNHCR stated that a total of 1,800
Afghans were deported in September and October 2021.1%%! In December 2021, the
Pakistani authorities ordered Afghans who had entered Pakistan illegally since the
Taliban took power (about 200,000 people, according to Pakistani estimates) to
leave the country within ninety days.6%? Tajikistan deported 23 Afghan asylum-
seekers in November 2021 without a residence procedure having been completed.
This group of asylum-seekers included women and children. 1603

Returns from Iran since the Taliban takeover

A total of 1.2 million Afghans returned from Iran in 2021, the highest number ever
measured by IOM, 1604 UNHCR estimated that Iran deported about three thousand
Afghans a day between 15 August and November without any residence procedure
beforehand. 60> Between August and early December 2021, about half a million
Afghans returned from Iran. About 360,000 Afghans were deported and 126,000
Afghans returned on their own initiative. UNHCR said that many of the latter group
decided to move back for fear of deportation.1696 In January 2022, UNHCR estimated
that 65% of the recently arrived Afghans in Iran had been deported. %7 Provincial
offices of Iran’s Bureau for Aliens and Foreign Immigrant Affairs (BAFIA) reported
that the Iranian authorities in the border provinces of Sistan and Balochistan were
arresting about four hundred Afghans a day. 1698 According to the US-funded
regional news organisation A/-Mashareq, the number of deportations of Afghans
from Iran in January 2022 was still between two and five thousand people a day.160°
Some Afghans deported from Iran said that they had been held in crowded, filthy
detention camps on the border with Afghanistan before their deportation.610
According to BIAFA, the majority of undocumented Afghans detected were deported
within 24 hours.1%! Iran was accused of using excessive force in deporting

Afghans. 1612

1597 10M, Spontaneous return of undocumented Afghan migrants from Pakistan , 18 December 2021.

159 1OM, Spontaneous return of undocumented Afghan migrants from Pakistan , 18 December 2021.

1599 DAWN, Deporting Afghans: a never-ending story of miseries, 25 October 2021.

1600 DAWN, Deporting Afghans: a never-ending story of miseries, 25 October 2021.

1601 UNHCR, News Comment: UNHCR: Afghans struggle to seek safety as borders remain shut to most, 1 December
2021.

1602 VOA News, More Than 300,000 Afghans Flee to Pakistan Since Taliban Takeover of Afghanistan, 16 December
2021.

1603 UNHCR, News Comment: UNHCR: Afghans struggle to seek safety as borders remain shut to most, 1 December
2021.

1604 The Wall Street Journal, Iran Steps Up Deportations of Afghans Trying to Flee Taliban and Poverty, 12 December
2021.

1605 The Wall Street Journal, Iran Steps Up Deportations of Afghans Trying to Flee Taliban and Poverty, 12 December
2021.

1606 The Wall Street Journal, Iran Steps Up Deportations of Afghans Trying to Flee Taliban and Poverty, 12 December
2021.

1607 UNHCR, Afghanistan situation: Emergency preparedness and response in Iran, 23 January 2022.

1608 UNHCR, Afghanistan situation: Emergency preparedness and response in Iran, 23 January 2022.

1609 A| Mashareq, Afghans in limbo as Iran bans them from entering even with legal documents, 11 January 2022.

1610 A Jazeera, Iran deporting thousands of Afghan refugees, 11 November 2021.

1611 UNHCR, Afghanistan situation: Emergency preparedness and response in Iran, 23 January 2022.

1612 NHCR, News Comment: UNHCR: Afghans struggle to seek safety as borders remain shut to most, 1 December
2021
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UNHCR-facilitated returns from Pakistan and Iran

During 2021 as a whole, approximately 1,300 Afghans registered with the UNHCR
for voluntary returns from Iran and Pakistan, 1613 and 1,100 of these 1,300 returnees
returned before 15 August 2021.1%14 Voluntary returns (via UNHCR) have thus
decreased sharply since the fall of Kabul.

Treatment by the Taliban of returnees from neighbouring countries

A source said it was not aware of Taliban violence against Afghans deported by
neighbouring countries. 61> According to this source, this also applied to Afghan
asylum-seekers who were deported by Tajikistan before their asylum application
was examined. 616 UNHCR warned that deporting asylum-seekers without processing
their asylum applications could put them at risk.1617

Support for returnees from Iran before the Taliban takeover

UNHCR provided return support - including cash - to registered Afghan refugees in
Iran who voluntarily returned to Afghanistan, but the numbers involved were very
small. 1618 TOM, in collaboration with the Afghan MoRR, offered return support in
reception centres on the border with Iran (in Herat and Nimroz) to voluntary and
deported undocumented returnees. In early 2021, IOM provided this support to
about five hundred Afghan returnees per week, 161° about five percent of the total
number of weekly returnees. 620 The support consisted of coronavirus tests,
emergency aid, psychosocial support and transport to the next destination within
Afghanistan.%?! Some returnees also received a hot meal. Support for returnees at
the Iranian border was limited by a lack of funds.1622 In February 2021, a fire
destroyed an IOM reception facility 120 kilometres west of Herat. Research by the
MMC among returnees in Afghanistan showed that returnees from Iran least often
indicated that they had received (long-term) support after returning (compared to
returnees from Europe, Turkey, Pakistan and other countries). Eleven percent of
respondents who returned from Iran said they had received some form of
assistance. 1623

Support for returnees from Pakistan before the Taliban takeover

UNHCR also provided return assistance to registered refugees in Pakistan who
wanted to return voluntarily. IOM provided support to undocumented individuals on
their arrival in Afghanistan. According to IOM, in the first half of 2021 the vast
majority (97%) of IOM-registered returnees from Pakistan received assistance on
their arrival in Afghanistan.1%24 In Torkham, most Afghan returnees from Pakistan
received the first form of return support. UNDP research, however, indicated that
there was considerable variation in the quality and quantity of the support provided
there. In particular, there was a lack of accommodation for returnees in transit in

1613 UNHCR, Afghanistan Situation, 27 December 2021, last accessed 31 December 2021.

1614 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

1615 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

1616 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

1617 UNHCR, UNHCR urges Tajikistan to halt returns of Afghans at risk, 19 November 2021.

1618 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1619 TOM, Explosion on Afghan-Iranian Border Damages IOM Reception Centre, Stalls Services to Afghan Returnees,
15 February 2021.

1620 TOM, Record Cross-Border Migrant Returns Contribute to Bleak Humanitarian Outlook for Afghanistan in 2021, 19
March 2021.

1621 TOM, Explosion on Afghan-Iranian Border Damages IOM Reception Centre, Stalls Services to Afghan Returnees,
15 February 2021.

1622 TOM, Record Cross-Border Migrant Returns Contribute to Bleak Humanitarian Outlook for Afghanistan in 2021, 19
March 2021.

1623 Mixed Migration Centre, MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot - June 2021 A spotlight on economic reintegration for Afghan
returnees, June 2021.

1624 TOM, Return of Undocumented Afghans: Weekly Situation Report 11-17 June 2021, June 2021.
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Torkham. 162> Based on research among returnees in Kabul, Nangarhar and
Laghman, UNDP stated that the quality of the support provided at the final
destination was also substandard. According to UNDP, the services provided were of
low quality, inconsistent, unreliable and insufficient to meet the needs of large
families. UNDP also concluded that returnees faced corruption on the part of
providers of return support and an ‘impossible’ degree of bureaucracy, which meant
that much support remained inaccessible. In addition, many returnees were
unaware of the existence of support or how to access these services. 1626

Restrictions on travel to and in Afghanistan before the Taliban takeover

The Afghan government did not impose travel restrictions on voluntary and forced
returnees to Afghanistan.%?” There were limited restrictions on domestic travel due
to Covid-19. These measures differed between the provinces. Domestic air travel
was possible to a limited extent.1%28 The escalation of violence from May 2021 made
domestic travel increasingly difficult. The security risks were greater and the Taliban
controlled more roads. Major cities controlled by the Afghan government became
increasingly isolated (see Chapter 1). In July 2021, the Ghani government asked
European countries to suspend returns due to increased insecurity.162° Since the
takeover by the Taliban, all border posts have been controlled by the Taliban.
Despite this, Afghans continued to try to reach neighbouring countries by road after
15 August 2021 (see 1.4.1). Between 15 and 31 August 2021, an evacuation took
place via the airport at Kabul. Evacuation flights for foreign nationals and Afghans
with a visa or other form of permission to travel abroad were only possible to a
limited extent (see 1.4.1).

Travel restrictions on travel to, within and from Afghanistan since the Taliban
takeover

Up to the end of February 2022, the Taliban appeared to generally allow travellers
with valid travel documents to travel over land to neighbouring countries. 1630
Departures via Kabul airport came to a halt in December 2021 due to the
suspension of flights by Qatar. Land travel via Pakistan was still taking place until at
least the end of February 2022.1631 On 27 February 2022, a Taliban spokesman
announced that families wishing to leave the country could only do so if they had a
valid reason and that evacuation activities by other countries and NGOs must
stop.1632 The Taliban spokesman was thought to have been specifically referring to
Afghans who had worked with NATO or the US armed forces. %33 In addition, the
Taliban stated that it would also be forbidden for women to fly without a
mahram.1634 A few days later, the Taliban stated that Afghans with the proper travel
documents and an ‘invitation’ would be allowed to leave the country.1635 It is not
clear to what extent this Taliban rhetoric led to the imposition of travel restrictions
in practice. Up to mid-March 2022, there were no known indications of travel
restrictions in practice as announced by the Taliban spokesman.

1625 OCHA, Humanitarian Programme Cycle 2020 Year-End Monitoring Report of Financing, Achievements and
Response Challenges January - December 2020, 2021.

1626 UNDP, Provincial Profiles the Return Journey: A Mapping of Services Needed, Available, and Accessible for Afghan
Returnees from Pakistan, August 2020.

1627 Confidential source, 26 July 2021.

1628 FCQ, Foreign travel advice: Afghanistan - Corona virus, undated, last viewed 27 July 2021.

1629 EU Observer, Six EU states want migrant returns to war-torn Afghanistan, 11 August 2021.

1630 Confidential source, 14 December 2021.

1631 Al Jazeera, Afghans with correct legal documents may travel abroad: Taliban, 2 March 2022.

1632 France 24, Taliban ban Afghans from evacuating amid massive security sweep, 28 February 2022.

1633 Al Jazeera, Afghans with correct legal documents may travel abroad: Taliban, 2 March 2022.

1634 France 24, Taliban ban Afghans from evacuating amid massive security sweep, 28 February 2022.

1635 124 News, Taliban spokesman: Afghans with correct legal documents may travel abroad, 1 March 2022.
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Travelling in Afghanistan seems to have become easier several months after the
Taliban took power. According to The Wall Street Journal, major roads in
Afghanistan have become much more usable as roadside bombs have been removed
and there are fewer roadside checks by Taliban fighters.1636 The Washington Post
confirms that in contrast with the time before the Taliban takeover, at the end of
2021 it was possible to travel on highways at night.'%3” The lack of surfaced roads,
the poor condition of the roads, and natural factors such as heavy snowfall and rain
made remote provinces of Afghanistan difficult to reach, especially in winter.1638 For
women, the requirement to have a mahram for long journeys further restricted their
freedom of movement (see 4.1.13.6 for details on the use of mahrams).

The Taliban negotiated with Qatar and Turkey about the reopening and management
of Kabul airport. At the end of January 2022, Daily Sabah reported that the three
parties had reached an agreement on key questions relating to the airport’s
management.13° Domestic flights from Kabul airport had already resumed in early
September 2021.1640 On 1 February 2022, Qatar Airways announced that it would
operate two flights per week from Kabul.1%4! By mid-March 2022, however, the
flights had not yet resumed.

1636 The Wall Street Journal, A Journey Along Afghanistan’s Main Highway Leads through a Country in Transition, 22
January 2022.

1637 The Washington Post, Along Afghanistan’s ‘highway of death,’ the bombs are gone but suffering has deepened,
20 December 2021.

1638 TOLO News, Main Roads Blocked in 10 Provinces by Heavy Snow, Rain, 6 January 2022.

1639 Dajly Sabah, Qatar, Turkey, Taliban agree on ‘key issues’ to run Kabul airport, 28 January 2022.

1640 The Washington Post, Kabul airport reopens for domestic flights with no radar as Taliban battles resistance
fighters in last holdout, 5 September 2021. See also: The New York Times, Under Taliban Rule, Life in Kabul
Transforms Once Again, 24 August 2021.

1641 ANP, Qatar sluit akkoord met Taliban over hervatting evacuatievluchten, 1 February 2022.
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https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/hit-from-
many-sides-2-the-demise-of-iskp-in-kunar/

“A Future of One’s Own”: One young woman'’s struggle to thrive in modern
Herat, 21 juni 2021. https://www.afghanistan-
analysts.org/en/reports/economy-development-environment/a-future-of-
ones-own-one-young-womans-struggle-to-thrive-in-modet-herat/

Rural Women’s Access to Health: Poverty, insecurity and traditions are the
main obstacles, 9 juli 2021. https://www.afghanistan-
analysts.org/en/reports/rights-freedom/rural-womens-access-to-health-
poverty-insecurity-and-traditions-are-the-main-obstacles/

New UNAMA Civilian Casualties report: The human cost of the Taleban push
to take territory, 26 juli 2021. https://www.afghanistan-
analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/new-unama-civilian-casualties-
report-the-human-cost-of-the-taleban-push-to-take-territory/

The Moment in Between: After the Americans, before the new regime, 1
september 2021. https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/war-
and-peace/the-moment-in-between-after-the-americans-before-the-new-
regime/

The Focus of the Taleban’s New Government: Internal cohesion, external
dominance, 12 september 2021. https://www.afghanistan-
analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/the-focus-of-the-talebans-new-
government-internal-cohesion-external-dominance/

The Taleban’s Caretaker Cabinet and other Senior Appointments, 7 oktober
2021. https://www.afghanistan-analysts.org/en/reports/political-
landscape/the-talebans-caretaker-cabinet-and-other-senior-appointments/
Afghanistan’s Conflict in 2021 (1): The Taleban’s sweeping offensive as told
by people on the ground, 28 december 2021. https://www.afghanistan-
analysts.org/en/reports/war-and-peace/afghanistans-conflict-in-2021-1-the-
talebans-sweeping-offensive-as-told-by-people-on-the-ground/

Afghan Civil Society Position Paper:

Geneva Conference on Afghanistan 2020 23rd -24th November 2020, 2020.
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghan civil society positi
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Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit:
e Judicial Independence in Afghanistan, februari 2021. https://areu.org.af/wp-
content/uploads/2021/02/2101E-JUDICIAL-INDEPENDENCE-IN-
AFGHANISTAN. pdf/

Afghan Journalists Safety Committee:
e Annual Report 2020, 2021. https://ajsc.af/211/ajsc-2020-annual-report

Ahmad A.:
e From Austria to Afghanistan Forced return and a new migration cycle, VIDC
Global Dialogue, januari 2021.
https://www.vidc.org/fileadmin/michael/studien/fromaustria web.pdf

Ahsan-Tirmizi, S.:
e Pious peripheries: Runaway Women in Post-Taliban Afghanistan, Stanford
University Press, 2021.

AHRDO:
e Deportation to Afghanistan: A Challenge to State Legitimacy and Stability?,
november 2019.
https://www.medico.de/fileadmin/user upload/media/en/deportation-to-

afghanistan.pdf

AIER:
e Bitter Belated Afghan Vindication, 7 november 2021.
https://www.aier.org/article/bitter-belated-afghan-vindication/

AIHRC:

e Questionnaire on Situation of the Rights of Older Persons Answered by
Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission (AIHRC), ongedateerd,
laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli 2021.
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/OlderPersons/Submissions/Afgha
nistanIndependentHumanRightsCommission.pdf

e Summary Report on Violence against Women, 23 maart 2020.
https://www.aihrc.org.af/home/research report/8803

e Report on Violence against Women in Afghanistan (The first 10 months of
2020), ongedateerd.
https://www.aihrc.org.af/media/files/Reports/1399/Report%200n%20Violen
ce%?20against%20Women%20in%20Afghanistan.pdf

Amnesty International:

e Draft NGO Law Threatens Civil Society Organizations in Afghanistan, 27 juni
2020. https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asal11/2599/2020/en/

e Global Report: Death Sentences and Executions 2020, 2021.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-
content/uploads/2021/05/ACT5037602021ENGLISH. pdf

e Spike in Violent Attacks on Human Rights Defenders, 16 maart 2021.
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/urgent-actions/spike-violent-attacks-human-
rights-defenders

e Afghanistan: Country’s four million internally displaced need urgent support
amid pandemic, 31 maart 2021.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/03/afghanistan-countrys-
four-million-internally-displaced-need-urgent-support-amid-pandemic/

e Afghanistan: Authorities must protect journalists and journalism amid
spiralling violence, 3 mei 2021.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/05/afghanistan-authorities-
must-protect-journalists-and-journalism-amid-spiralling-violence-2/
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e Afghanistan: Deliberate killing of civilians must be investigated following
deadly attacks, 16 juni 2021.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/06/afghanistan-deliberate-
killing-of-civilians-must-be-investigated-following-deadly-attacks-2/

e Afghanistan: Taliban responsible for brutal massacre of Hazara men - new
investigation, 19 augustus 2021.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/afghanistan-taliban-
responsible-for-brutal-massacre-of-hazara-men-new-investigation/

e Afghanistan: 13 Hazara killed by Taliban fighters in Daykundi province - new
investigation, 5 oktober 2021. https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-
releases/afghanistan-13-hazara-killed-taliban-fighters-daykundi-province-
new-investigation

e Afghanistan: Country must have access to funds to avoid humanitarian
disaster, 23 november 2021.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/11/afghanistan-country-
must-have-access-to-funds-to-avoid-humanitarian-disaster/

e Afghanistan: Survivors of gender-based violence abandoned following
Taliban takeover - new research, 6 december 2021.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/12/afghanistan-survivors-
of-gender-based-violence-abandoned-following-taliban-takeover-new-

research/

Amnesty International en anderen:
e Afghanistan: Joint call for an immediate end to attacks against human
rights defenders and need for protection and accountability, 19 mei 2021.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asal1/4146/2021/en/

APPRO:
e Local Dynamics of Conflict and Peace in Western Afghanistan, juli 2021.
http://appro.org.af/publications/local-dynamics-of-conflict-and-peace-in-
western-afghanistan/; http://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/kabul/18621.pdf

Asia Foundation (The):
e A Survey of the Afghan People, 2019.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2019 Afghan Survey
Full-Report.pdf

ASP & YDHO:
e Enhancing Survivor-Centred Healthcare Response for Male Victims/Survivors
of Sexual Violence in Afghanistan maart 2021.
https://allsurvivorsproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ASP-YHDO-
Report-Afghanistan-March-2021.pdf

Atlantic Council:
e They aren't listed, but make no mistake: The UN has sanctions on the
Taliban, 23 augustus 2021. https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-
atlanticist/they-arent-listed-but-make-no-mistake-the-un-has-sanctions-on-

the-taliban/

Australie, DFAT:
e Country Information Report Afghanistan, 27 juni 2019.
https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/country-information-report-
afghanistan.pdf

Barfield, T.:
e Afghanistan: A Cultural and Political History, 2010.

Canadian Women 4 Women in Afghanistan:
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Women and Property Rights, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 23 juli
2021. cw4wafghan-womenspropertyrights-factsheet2 0.pdf

Center for Strategic & International Studies:

Civicus:

Real-World Options for Afghanistan, 20 mei 2021.
https://www.csis.org/analysis/real-world-options-afghanistan

Attacks on Activists, Journalists Persist as Taliban Offensive Escalates in
Afghanistan, 4 augustus 2021.
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/08/04/attacks-activists-
journalists-persist-taliban-offensive-escalates-afghanistan/

Ongoing Threats And Attacks Against Civil Society, Media In Afghanistan
While Protests Restricted, 21 oktober 2021.
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/10/21/ongoing-threats-and-
attacks-against-civil-society-media-afghanistan-while-protests-restricted/
Threats and Attacks Against Activists and Journalists as Afghanistan Faces a
Humanitarian Crisis, 11 december 2021.
https://monitor.civicus.org/updates/2021/12/11/threats-and-attacks-
against-activists-and-journalists-afghanistan-faces-humanitarian-crisis/

Cordaid:

“We Have To Protect Ourselves.” Defending Women’s Rights In Afghanistan
Under Lockdown, 22 juni 2020. https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/we-have-
to-protect-ourselves-defending-womens-rights-in-afghanistan-under-
lockdown/

A Lifeline for Women-Led Civic Action in Rural Afghanistan, 16 maart 2021.
https://www.cordaid.org/en/news/a-lifeline-for-women-led-civic-action-in-
rural-afghanistan/

Counter Extremism Project:

CPJ:

Extremist Content Online: Al-Qaeda Congratulates Taliban on Victory,
Violent White Supremacist Accounts Found On Instagram, 7 september
2021. https://www.counterextremism.com/press/extremist-content-online-
al-gaeda-congratulates-taliban-victory-violent-white-supremacist

Taliban Government Dominated By Officials On U.N. Security Council
Sanctions List, 15 september 2021.
https://www.counterextremism.com/press/taliban-government-dominated-
officials-un-security-council-sanctions-list

Afghan photographer Morteza Samadi detained by Taliban since September
7, 13 september 2021. https://cpj.org/2021/09/afghan-photographer-
morteza-samadi-detained-by-taliban-since-september-7/

Afghan journalist Mohammad Ali Ahmadi shot and injured in Kabul, 22
september 2021. https://cpj.org/2021/09/afghan-journalist-mohammad-ali-
ahmadi-shot-and-injured-in-kabul/

Taliban fighters assault at least 3 journalists covering women’s protest in
Afghanistan, 21 oktober 2021. https://cpj.org/2021/10/taliban-fighters-
assault-at-least-3-journalists-covering-womens-protest-in-afghanistan/
Taliban fighter beats freelance journalist Sadagat Ghorzang at Afghanistan-
Pakistan border crossing, 25 oktober 2021.
https://cpj.org/2021/11/journalists-shot-beaten-and-detained-in-
afghanistan/

Journalists shot, beaten, and detained in Afghanistan, 2 november 2021.
https://cpj.org/2021/11/journalists-shot-beaten-and-detained-in-
afghanistan/

Taliban official and bodyguards beat, detain journalist Sayed Rashed
Kashefi, 14 december 2021. https://cpj.org/2021/12/taliban-official-and-
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https://www.counterextremism.com/press/taliban-government-dominated-officials-un-security-council-sanctions-list
https://www.counterextremism.com/press/taliban-government-dominated-officials-un-security-council-sanctions-list
https://cpj.org/2021/09/afghan-photographer-morteza-samadi-detained-by-taliban-since-september-7/
https://cpj.org/2021/09/afghan-photographer-morteza-samadi-detained-by-taliban-since-september-7/
https://cpj.org/2021/09/afghan-journalist-mohammad-ali-ahmadi-shot-and-injured-in-kabul/
https://cpj.org/2021/09/afghan-journalist-mohammad-ali-ahmadi-shot-and-injured-in-kabul/
https://cpj.org/2021/10/taliban-fighters-assault-at-least-3-journalists-covering-womens-protest-in-afghanistan/
https://cpj.org/2021/10/taliban-fighters-assault-at-least-3-journalists-covering-womens-protest-in-afghanistan/
https://cpj.org/2021/11/journalists-shot-beaten-and-detained-in-afghanistan/
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https://cpj.org/2021/11/journalists-shot-beaten-and-detained-in-afghanistan/
https://cpj.org/2021/12/taliban-official-and-bodyguards-beat-detain-journalist-sayed-rashed-kashefi/

bodyguards-beat-detain-journalist-sayed-rashed-kashefi/

Taliban blocks press conference by Afghanistan Journalists Federation, 27
januari 2022. https://cpj.org/2022/01/taliban-blocks-press-conference-by-
afghanistan-journalists-federation/

Taliban arrests 2 journalists on assignment with United Nations, 11 februari
2022. https://cpj.org/2022/02/taliban-arrests-2-journalists-on-assignment-
with-united-
nations/#:~:text=New%20York%2C%20February%2011%2C%202022,t0%
20Protect%20Journalists%20said%?20Friday.

CSCR:

e Operational Challenges for Taliban’s Special Forces, 10 september 2021.
https://cscr.pk/explore/themes/defense-security/operational-challenges-for-
talibans-special-forces/

Datareportal:

Digital 2020: Afghanistan, 17 februari 2020.
https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2020-afghanistan

Denemarken, The Danish Immigration Service:

EASO:

ERRIN:

Afghanistan Recent events, december 2021.
https://us.dk/media/10480/afghanistan recentevents2021.pdf

Afghanistan Key socio-economic indicators, state protection, and mobility in
Kabul City, Mazar-e Sharif, and Herat City, 2017.

EASO COI Afghanistan IPA Augqust2017.pdf (europa.eu)

Country of Origin Information Report Afghanistan Individuals targeted under
societal and legal norms, december 2017.
https://www.easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/coi-Afghanistan-
targeting-society.pdf

Afghanistan Criminal law, customary justice and informal dispute resolution,
juli 2020.

https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2020 07 EASO COI R
eport Afghanistan Criminal Law Customary Justice Dispute Resolutions.p
df

Situation of Hazaras and Shias (2018-2020), 29 juli 2020.
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2036879/2020 08 Q13 EASO COI Quer
y Response 2020 AFG Hazara Shia.pdf

Country of Origin Information: Afghanistan key socio-economic indicators,
augustus 2020.

2019 04 EASO_COI Afghanistan Key socioeconomic indicators final versi
onl.1 (cgra.be)

Country Guidance Afghanistan: Persons fearing forced recruitment by armed
groups, december 2020. https://easo.europa.eu/country-guidance-
afghanistan-2021/24-persons-fearing-forced-recruitment-armed-groups
Country Guidance Afghanistan 2020: Article 15(a) QD, laatste update
december 2020. https://easo.europa.eu/country-guidance-afghanistan-
2020/article-15a-qd

Afghanistan Security situation, juni 2021.
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2021 06 EASO COI R
eport Afghanistan Security situation.pdf

Country Guidance Note Afghanistan 2021: General Remarks, november
2021. https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-afghanistan-2021/general-
remarks

ERRIN Reintegration Programme for Returning Migrants: Afghanistan,
ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 6 juli 2021.
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https://returnnetwork.eu/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/ERRIN-Country-
Leaflet Afghanistan-v.6.pdf

European Commission:

The impact of COVID-19 in the migration area in EU and OECD countries,
april 2021. https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/node/17203 fr

European Union and Islamic Republic Afghanistan:

FBI:

Joint Way Forward on migration issues between Afghanistan and the EU,
2016.

https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/eu afghanistan joint way forwar
d on migration issues.pdf

Most Wanted: Sirajuddin Haggani, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 12
november 2021.

FDD’s Long War Journal:

FIDH:

Mapping Taliban Contested and Controlled Districts in Afghanistan,
ongedateerd (het betreft een interactieve kaart waarop de situatie op
verschillende data bekeken kan worden).
https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
Taliban’s deputy leader stresses importance of judges in the Islamic emirate,
23 april 2021. https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/04/talibans-
deputy-leader-stresses-importance-of-judges-in-the-islamic-emirate.php
Half of Afghanistan’s provincial capitals under threat from Taliban, 15 juli
2021. https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/07/nearly-half-of-
afghanistans-provincial-capitals-under-threat-from-taliban.php

Former headquarters of Northern Alliance falls under Taliban control, 10
augustus 2021. https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/07/nearly-
half-of-afghanistans-provincial-capitals-under-threat-from-taliban.php
Ghazni City falls to the Taliban, 12 augustus 2021.
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2021/08/12/ghazni-city-falls-to-the-taliban/
Kandahar City falls to the Taliban, 12 augustus 2021.
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/08/kandahar-city-falls-to-
the-taliban.php

Taliban overrun Herat City, Qala-i-Naw, 12 augustus 2021.
https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2021/08/12/taliban-overrun-herat-city-gala-i-
naw/

After lengthy siege, Lashkar Gah is taken by the Taliban, 13 augustus 2021.
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/08/after-lengthy-siege-
lashkar-gah-is-taken-by-the-taliban.php

Taliban encircling Afghan capital Kabul, prepping final assault through east,
14 augustus 2021.
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/08/taliban-encircling-
afghan-capital-kabul-prepping-final-assault-through-east.php

Osama bin Laden’s security chief triumphantly returns to hometown in
Afghanistan, 30 augustus 2021.
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2021/08/osama-bin-ladens-
security-chief-triumphantly-returns-to-hometown-in-afghanistan.php

Afghanistan: Urgent action needed to protect women rights defenders, 14
april 2021. https://www.fidh.org/en/region/asia/afghanistan/afghanistan-
urgent-action-needed-to-protect-women-rights-defenders

Broken promises: Civil society under siege after 100 days of Taliban
takeover, 23 november 2021.
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/asia/afghanistan/broken-promises-civil-
society-under-siege-after-100-days-of-taliban
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Finland, FIS:

e Afghanistan: Fact-Finding Mission to Kabul in April 2019 - Situation of
Returnees in Kabul, 15 oktober 2019.
https://migri.fi/documents/5202425/5914056/Afghanistan FFM Returnees

MIG-1914851.pdf/ebbe969e-aea8-768d-c10b-
37fad4b2bbd2/Afghanistan FFM Returnees MIG-1914851.pdf

FluchtforschungsBlog:
e Forced Displacement under the Taliban, also a Legacy of the Past (?), 20
december 2021. https://blog.fluchtforschung.net/forced-displacement-
under-the-taliban-also-a-legacy-of-the-past/

Freedom House:
e Freedom in the World 2021: Afghanistan, 2021.
https://freedomhouse.org/country/afghanistan/freedom-world/2021

Friedrich Ebert Stiftung:
e “Holding the Middle Ground": Experiences of Displacement, Community
Relations, and Conflict between IDPs, Returnees and Host Communities in
Herat, Nangarhar and Takhar, 1 december 2020.
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/34714/6/16963.pdf

Garda World:

e Afghanistan: Insider attack kills 24 in Qalat March 20, 20 maart 2020.
https://www.garda.com/fr/crisis24/alertes-de-securite/324996/afghanistan-
insider-attack-kills-24-in-qgalat-march-20

e Afghanistan, Pakistan: Authorities close Torkham border crossing as of July
16 due to COVID-19 concerns, 16 juli 2021.
https://www.garda.com/fr/crisis24/alertes-de-securite/502711/afghanistan-
pakistan-authorities-close-torkham-border-crossing-as-of-july-16-due-to-
covid-19-concerns

e Afghanistan: Increased militant violence, mainly by the Taliban, continuing
nationwide as of Aug. 3 /update 1, 3 augustus 2021.
https://www.garda.com/crisis24/news-alerts/509536/afghanistan-increased-
militant-violence-mainly-by-the-taliban-continuing-nationwide-as-of-aug-3-
update-1

e Iran: Authorities close all land borders as of Dec. 25 for two weeks to
combat the rise in COVID-19 Omicron variant /update 50, 25 december
2021. https://crisis24.garda.com/alerts/2021/12/iran-authorities-close-all-
land-borders-as-of-dec-25-for-two-weeks-to-combat-the-rise-in-covid-19-
omicron-variant-update-50?origin=fr riskalert

Gibbs, A. en anderen:
e Factors associated with *honour killing” in Afghanistan and the occupied
Palestinian Territories: Two cross-sectional studies, PLOS ONE, 2019.
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0219125

Giustozzi, A.:
e The Emergence Of Alternative Centres Of Power To Quetta, The Taliban at
War: 2001 - 2018, 2019.
e Behind the Scenes of the Taliban’s Internal Power Struggle, World Politics
Review, 23 september 2021. https://rusi.org/news-and-comment/in-the-
news/behind-scenes-talibans-internal-power-struggle/

Giustozzi, A. & R. Al Ageedi:
e Security and Governance in the Taliban’s Emirate, Newlines Institute, 24
november 2021. https://newlinesinstitute.org/afghanistan/security-and-
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governance-in-the-talibans-emirate/

Global Network Against Food Crises
e 2021 Global Report on Food Crises, 2021.
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000127343/download/

Global Protection Cluster:
e A Brief Guide to Women’s Land Rights in Afghanistan, oktober 2020.
https://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/wp-content/uploads/HLP-TF brief-
on-women-land-rights.pdf

Global Risk Insights:
e Iran - Taliban Relations: What to Expect, 9 november 2021.
https://globalriskinsights.com/2021/11/iran-taliban-relations-what-to-
expect/

Government of Afghanistan, Ministry of Education, United Nations Children’s Fund,
and Samuel Hall:

e All in School and Learning: Global Initiative on Out-Of-School Children-
Afghanistan Country Study, 2018.
https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/media/2471/file/afg-report-
00¢s2018.pdf%20.pdf

Hazara Research Collective:
e International Relations and Defence Committee: The UK and Afghanistan,
Call for Evidence, 6 september 2020.
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/11165/pdf/

Human Dignity Trust:
e Afghanistan, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 17 mei 2021.
https://www.humandignitytrust.org/country-profile/afghanistan/

Humanium:
e Children of Afghanistan, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 22 juli 2021.
https://www.humanium.org/en/afghanistan/

Human Rights Watch:

e “You Have No Right to Complain”: Education, Social Restrictions, and Justice
in Taliban-Held Afghanistan, 30 juni 2020.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/06/30/you-have-no-right-
complain/education-social-restrictions-and-justice-taliban-held

e Afghanistan School Bombing Targets Minority Community, 26 oktober 2020.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/26/afghanistan-school-bombing-
targets-minority-community

e World Report 2020: Afghanistan, 2021. https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2021/country-chapters/afghanistan

e Afghanistan: Taliban Target Journalists, Women in Media, 1 april 2021.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/04/01/afghanistan-taliban-target-
journalists-women-media

e "I Would Like Four Kids — If We Stay Alive”: Women'’s Access to Health Care
in Afghanistan, 6 mei 2021. https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/05/06/i-
would-four-kids-if-we-stay-alive/womens-access-health-care-afghanistan

o “Forgotten Children” Children detained in Afghanistan for alleged
association with armed groups, juni 2021.
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media 2021/06/afghanistan-
forgotten-children-06222021.pdf

e Afghanistan: Taliban Forcibly Displace Civilians, 7 juli 2021.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/07/07/afghanistan-taliban-forcibly-
displace-civilians
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Human

Afghanistan: Threats of Taliban Atrocities in Kandahar, 23 juli 2021.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/07/23/afghanistan-threats-taliban-
atrocities-kandahar

“I Thought Our Life Might Get Better”: Implementing Afghanistan’s
Elimination of Violence against Women Law, 5 augustus 2021.
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/media 2021/07/afghanistan0821 w
eb.pdf

Afghanistan: Taliban Forcibly Evict Minority Shia, 22 oktober 2021.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/10/22/afghanistan-taliban-forcibly-evict-
minority-shia

Afghanistan: Surge in Islamic State Attacks on Shia, 25 oktober 2021.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/10/25/afghanistan-surge-islamic-state-
attacks-shia

Afghanistan: Taliban ‘Vice’ Handbook Abusive, 29 oktober 2021.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/10/29/afghanistan-taliban-vice-handbook-
abusive

Afghanistan: Taliban Blocking Female Aid Workers, 4 november 2021.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/04/afghanistan-taliban-blocking-
female-aid-workers

“No Forgiveness for People Like You”: Executions and Enforced
Disappearances in Afghanistan under the Taliban, 30 november 2021.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/11/30/no-forgiveness-people-
you/executions-and-enforced-disappearances-afghanistan

“Even If You Go to the Skies, We'll Find You”: LGBT People in Afghanistan
After the Taliban Takeover, 26 januari 2022.
https://www.hrw.org/report/2022/01/26/even-if-you-go-skies-well-find-
you/lgbt-people-afghanistan-after-taliban-takeover

Security Centre:

Written evidence (AFG0019), 2020. International Relations and Defence
Committee: The UK and Afghanistan, Call for Evidence, 6 september 2020.
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/12543/html/

IAJ & IAWI:

Joint IAJ and IAWJ Statement on the Current Situation in Afghanistan, 22
september 2021.

https://www.iawj.org/content.aspx?page id=5&club id=882224&item id=6
8824&# :~:text=10int%20IA]%20and%20IAWI1%?20Statement%200n%20th
€%20Current%?20Situation%20in%20Afghanistan, -
Published%200n%209&text=Judges%?20in%20Afghanistan%?20are%20in%?2
Overy%?20grave%?20danger.&text=required%20by%?20law%2C%?20they %20
ruled,were%?20made%20against%20Taliban%20members.

ICT4COP:

IDLO:

Community-Based Policing and Post-Conflict Police Reform: Contextual
Assessment 3 South-East Asia, november 2020.
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/653909/results

Rule of Law in the Time of Covid-19: Afghanistan, 30 juli 2020.
https://www.idlo.int/fr/news/notes-from-the-field/rule-law-time-covid-19-

afghanistan

IEU.Monitoring:

IF3:

Migration: EU and Afghanistan sign Joint Declaration on Cooperation, 26
april 2021. https://portal.ieu-monitoring.com/editorial/migration-eu-and-
afghanistan-sign-joint-declaration-on-cooperation
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IISS:

ILGA:

Afghanistan: 11 Taliban members arrested in connection with journalist
killing, 11 april 2021. https://www.ifj.org/media-
centre/news/detail/category/press-releases/article/afghanistan-11-taliban-
members-arrested-in-connection-with-journalist-killing.html

Afghanistan: Taliban disrupts media outlets in northern provinces, 12 juli
2021. https://www.ifj.org/fr/salle-de-
presse/nouvelles/detail/category/press-releases/article/afghanistan-taliban-
disrupts-media-outlets-in-northern-provinces.html

Afghanistan: Taliban raid Enikaas TV head’s home, 21 augustus 2021.
https://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-
releases/article/afghanistan-taliban-raid-enikaas-tv-heads-home.html
Women standing for Afghanistan: Afghan women journalists seek solidarity
to survive to tell their stories., 15 oktober 2021. https://www.ifj.org/media-
centre/blog/detail/category/press-freedom/article/women-standing-for-
afghanistan-afghan-women-journalists-seek-solidarity-to-survive-to-tell-
their-st.html

Impunity: Afghanistan, 27 oktober 2021. https://www.ifj.org/media-
centre/news/detail/category/end-impunity-2021/article/impunity-
afghanistan.html

Three scenarios for Afghanistan’s future, 4 augustus 2021.
https://www.iiss.org/blogs/analysis/2021/08/afghanistan-us-nato-
withdrawal-taliban

State-Sponsored Homophobia: Updated Edition 2020, december 2020.
https://ilga.org/downloads/ILGA World State Sponsored Homophobia rep
ort _global legislation _overview update December 2020.pdf

Index on Censorship:

INSO:

Afghanistan: Journalists in the firing line, 13 juli 2021.
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/2021/07/afghanistan-journalists-in-the-
firing-line,

Key Data Dashboard - Afghanistan January 2020 - November 2021,
ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 3 januari 2022.
https://www.ngosafety.org/keydata-dashboard/

Committed to Afghanistan: Helping NGOs to stay and deliver, 30 november
2021. https://www.ngosafety.org/news/Committed Afghanistan

International Crisis Group:

What Future for Afghan Peace Talks under a Biden Administration?, 13
januari 2021. https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-
asia/afghanistan/b165-what-future-afghan-peace-talks-under-biden-
administration

Who Will Run the Taliban Government?, 9 september 2021.
https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-asia/afghanistan/who-will-run-
taliban-government

Afghanistan’s Taliban Expand Their Interim Government, 28 september
2021. https://www.crisisgroup.org/asia/south-
asia/afghanistan/afghanistans-taliban-expand-their-interim-government
Crisis Watch, februari 2022. https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch

International Finance Corporation:

On the Road to Greater Mobility Understanding the demand for gender-
segregated transportation in urban Afghanistan, 2021.
https://documentsl.worldbank.org/curated/en/634051621248141185/pdf/O
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n-the-Road-to-Greater-Mobility-Understanding-the-Demand-for-Gender-
Segregated-Transportation-in-Urban-Afghanistan.pdf

International Legal Foundation (The):

Safe Reentry for Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls in Afghanistan, 8
maart 2021. https://www.theilf.org/post/safe-reentry-for-formerly-
incarcerated-women-and-girls-in-afghanistan

International Rescue Committee:

IOM:

Millions at risk of displacement as Afghanistan faces extreme drought, warns
IRC, 15 juni 2021. Millions at risk of displacement as Afghanistan faces
extreme drought, warns IRC | International Rescue Committee (IRC);

DTM Afghanistan: Baseline Mobility Assessment, december 2020. IOM-
Afghanistan-Baseline-Mobility-Assessment-Summary-Results-December-
2020-English.pdf

Explosion on Afghan-Iranian Border Damages IOM Reception Centre, Stalls
Services to Afghan Returnees, 15 februari 2021.
https://www.iom.int/news/explosion-afghan-iranian-border-damages-iom-
reception-centre-stalls-services-afghan-returnees

Record Cross-Border Migrant Returns Contribute to Bleak Humanitarian
Outlook for Afghanistan in 2021, 19 maart 2021.
https://www.iom.int/news/record-cross-border-migrant-returns-contribute-
bleak-humanitarian-outlook-afghanistan-2021

Family reunification: An essential step in returnees’ journeys to safe and
dignified reintegration in Afghanistan, 15 mei 2021. Family reunification: An
essential step in returnees’ journeys to safe and dignified reintegration in
Afghanistan | International Organization for Migration (iom.int)

Return of Undocumented Afghans: Weekly Situation Report 11-17 June
2021, juni 2021.

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/iom afghanistan-
return_of undocumented afghans situation report 11-17 june 2021.pdf
DTM AFGHANISTAN EMERGENCY EVENT TRACKING (12 October - 15
November 2021), 28 november 2021.
https://displacement.iom.int/sites/default/files/public/reports/AFG EET 120
CT-15NOV_V28Nov%20%281%29.pdf

SPONTANEOUS RETURN OF UNDOCUMENTED AFGHAN MIGRANTS FROM
PAKISTAN, 18 december 2021. https://dtm.iom.int/reports/pakistan-
%E2%80%94-spontaneous-returns-undocumented-afghans-pakistan-05-18-
december-2021

IOM Nederland:

Islamic
[ ]

Wat is herintegratieondersteuning?, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 25
juni 2021. https://iom-nederland.nl/vrijwillige-terugkeer/wat-is-
herintegratieondersteuning

Maandelijkse cijfers vrijwillige terugkeer 2008 - heden, ongedateerd, laatst
geraadpleegd op 1 juli 2021. https://iom-nederland.nl/cijfers/maandelijkse-
cijfers-vrijwillige-terugkeer-2008-heden

Republic of Afghanistan:

Constitution, 2004. https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl-
nat.nsf/0/180edfd48a4ccd47¢c1257670002c2bd2/%24FILE/The%20Constitut
ion%?200f%?20Afghanistan.pdf

Afghanistan Demographic and Health Survey 2015, 2015.
https://www.rhsupplies.org/uploads/tx rhscpublications/Afghanistan -

2017.pdf
Law on Protection of Child Rights, maart 2019. https://ihl-
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databases.icrc.org/applic/ihl/ihl-
nat.nsf/implementinglLaws.xsp?documentId=8064F0D039993D60C1258425
00507694&action=openDocument&xp countrySelected=AF&xp topicSelecte
d=GVAL-992BUD&from=state

e Community Based Education Policy, 2019.
https://moe.qgov.af/sites/default/files/2019-
12/Community%20Baseed%?20Education%?20Policy.pdf

e Afghanistan, State Ministry for Peace, Peace Negotiation Team of The
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 29 juli
2021. https://smp.gov.af/en/peace-negotiation-team-islamic-republic-
afghanistan

e Afghanistan Telecom Regulatory Authority, Telecom Statistics, ongedateerd,
laatst geraadpleegd op 30 juli 2021. https://atra.gov.af/#/

IWPR:
e Afghan Women Fight For Inheritance Rights, 4 april 2018. Afghan Women
Fight For Inheritance Rights | Institute for War and Peace Reporting

(iwpr.net)

Jamestown Foundation (The):

e Central Asia’s Specter of Insecurity: The View from Badakhshan to Fergana,
20 November 2020. https://jamestown.org/program/central-asias-specter-
of-insecurity-the-view-from-badakhshan-to-fergana/

e The Warlords Return to Afghanistan: Atta Mohammad Noor, 6 juli 2021.
https://jamestown.org/brief/the-warlords-return-to-afghanistan-atta-
mohammad-noor/

e The Taliban’s Persistent War on Salafists in Afghanistan, 24 september
2021. https://jamestown.org/program/the-talibans-persistent-war-on-
salafists-in-afghanistan/

Jurist:

e Afghanistan dispatch: Taliban house-to-house searches raise privacy
concerns, fear in those still trying to leave, 27 februari 2022.
https://www.jurist.org/news/2022/02/afghanistan-dispatch-taliban-house-
to-house-searches-raise-privacy-concerns-fear-in-those-still-trying-to-leave/

Landenweb:
e Afghanistan, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 12 juli 2021.
AFGHANISTAN Population | Landenweb.com

Liaison Office (The):
e Ten Years Later: An Assessment of Uruzgan Province a Decade After the
Dutch Military Departure, november 2020. https://www.cordaid.org/en/wp-
content/uploads/sites/11/2020/11/Rapid-Assessment-Uruzgan Nov-18-

2020-Final.pdf

Mahboba’s Promise:
e Rescue the Street Children of Afghanistan, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd
op 29 juli 2021. https://mahbobaspromise.org/street-kids/

Malejacq, Romain:
e Warlord Survival: The Delusion of Statebuilding in Afghanistan, Cornell
University Press, 2020.

Mohendru, R.:
e Girls and women speak out from Afghan moral prisons: Tackling extremism
and violence against women in a conflict environment, Global Public Health,

2021.
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https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/17441692.2020.1851384

Middle East Institute:
e Iran and the Taliban after the US fiasco in Afghanistan, 22 september 2021.
https://www.mei.edu/publications/iran-and-taliban-after-us-fiasco-

afghanistan

Minority Rights:
e World Directory of Minorities & Indigenous People: Afghanistan,
ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 12 juli 2021. Afghanistan | World
Directory of Minorities & Indigenous Peoples (minorityrights.org)

Misaal Foundation:
e South Asia State of Minorities Report 2018, The State of Minorities in
Afghanistan, 2018. https://minorityrights.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/02/SASM-Report-2018 e-Book-revised.pdf

Mixed Migration Centre:

e MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot - June 2021 A spotlight on economic reintegration
for Afghan returnees, juni 2021. https://mixedmigration.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/172 spotlight on economic reintegration for Afg
han returnees.pdf

NATO:
e NATO Allies decide to start withdrawal of forces from Afghanistan, 14 april

2021,
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/news 183086.htm#:~:text=NATO%20
Allies%?20decide%20t0%20start%20withdrawal%?200f%20forces%20from%
20Afghanistan,-
14%20Apr.&text=NATO%20Allies%20decided%200n%20Wednesday,troops
%20within%20a%?20few%?20months.

Naval Postgraduate School:
e Ethnic Identity and Genealogies, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 12 juli
2021. https://nps.edu/web/ccs/ethnic-genealogies
e Kapisa Provincial Overview, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 12 juli
2021. https://nps.edu/web/ccs/kapisa

Nederland, Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken:

e Algemeen ambtsbericht Afghanistan, november 2020.
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/ambtsberichten/2020/11/24/alge
meen-ambtsbericht-afghanistan

e Verslag van een schriftelijk overleg, mei 2021.
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved
=2ahUKEwiuw83x25f1AhUPDOWKHYXxxBiwQFnoECAYQAQ&url=https%3A%2
F%2Fwww.rijksoverheid.nl%2Fbinaries%?2Frijksoverheid%2Fdocumenten%?2
Fkamerstukken%2F2021%2F05%2F07%2Fschriftelijk-overleg-raad-
buitenlandse-zaken-van-10-mei-2021%?2Fschriftelijk-overleg-raad-
buitenlandse-zaken-van-10-mei-
2021.pdf&usg=A0vVawlTXzD h6VGO8XNPKNOJTNa

e Kamerbrief aangaande de toekomstige inzet en hulp aan Afghanistan, 18
juni 2021.
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/kamerstukken/2021/06/18/kamer
brief-aangaande-de-toekomstige-inzet-en-hulp-aan-afghanistan

e Kamerbrief inzake de beéindiging evacuatieoperatie Afghanistan, 26
augustus 2021.
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/kamerstukken/2021/08/26/kamer
brief-beeindiging-evacuatieoperatie-afghanistan
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e Kamerbrief inzake Bewakers van de Nederlandse ambassade in Kaboel, 24
november 2021.
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/kamerstukken/2021/11/24/kamer
brief-inzake-bewakers-van-de-nederlandse-ambassade-in-kaboel

e Reisadvies Afghanistan, laatst geraadpleegd op 4 januari 2022.
https://www.nederlandwereldwijd.nl/landen/afghanistan/reizen/reisadvies

Nederland, Rijksoverheid.nl:
e Nederland blijft inzetten op een stabiel Afghanistan, 18 juni 2021.
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/actueel/nieuws/2021/06/18/nederland-blijft-
inzetten-op-een-stabiel-afghanistan

Noorwegen, Landinfo:

e Afghanistan: Tazkera, passports and other ID documents, 22 mei 2019.
https://landinfo.no/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Afghanistan-Tazkera-
passports-and-other-ID-documents-22052019-final.pdf

e Afghanistan: The situation of Christian converts, 7 april 2021.
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1384386/download

Norwegian Refugee Council:
¢ Humanitarian needs in Iran rise as 300,000 Afghans arrive since Taliban
takeover, 10 november 2021.
https://www.nrc.no/news/2021/november/humanitarian-needs-in-iran-rise-
as-300000-afghans-arrive-since-taliban-takeover/

Observer Research Foundation:
e Al Qaeda and the Islamic State’s rivalry in South Asia, 11 januari 2021.

OCHA:

e Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 8 August 2021), laatst
geraadpleegd op 31 december 2021. Het betreft een interactieve kaart.
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/operations/afghanistan/idps

e Humanitarian Needs Overview Afghanistan - Programme Cycle 2021,
december 2020.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afghanistan humanit
arian _needs overview 2021 0.pdf

¢ Humanitarian Programme Cycle 2020 Year-End Monitoring Report of
Financing, Achievements and Response Challenges January - December
2020, 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg hrp 2020 year
end report.pdf

e Afghanistan: Snapshot of Population Movements - January to December
2020 (As of 23 Jan 2021), 23 januari 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg population _move
ment snapshot 20210114.pdf

e Afghanistan: Humanitarian Access Snapshot (March 2021), april 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg humanitarian ac
cess snapshot mar 20210408.pdf

e Afghanistan: Humanitarian Access Snapshot (June 2021), juli 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/afg humanitarian ac
cess snapshot jun 20210714.pdf

e Afghanistan: Strategic Situation Report: COVID-19 No. 100, 1 juli 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/strategic sitrep covid
-19 1 july 2021 final.pdf

e Afghanistan: Conflict Induced Displacements (as of 27 December 2021):
Actual displacements between 1 January 2021 and 22 November 2021,
laatst geraadpleegd op 30 december 2021.
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/afghanistan-conflict-induced-
displacements-in-20217?
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https://data.humdata.org/dataset/afghanistan-conflict-induced-displacements-in-2021
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/afghanistan-conflict-induced-displacements-in-2021

OECD:
e SIGI: Afghanistan, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 21 juli 2021. AF.pdf
(genderindex.org)

OHCHR:

e Afghanistan: Human rights defenders living under “climate of fear” - UN
expert, 3 november 2021.
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=2
7762&LangID=E#:~:text=GENEVA%20(3%20November%202021)%20%E2
%80%93,response%20from%20the%?20international%20community.

e Oral update on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan: Statement by
Nada Al-Nashif, UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, 14
december 2021.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=2
7960&LangID=E

e Afghanistan: UN experts call for immediate action to stop escalating
humanitarian catastrophe, 23 december 2021.
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=2
8011&LanglD=E#:~:text=GENEVA%20(23%20December%202021)%20%E
2%80%93,from%20unfolding%20there%20this%?20winter.

Omar, M.:

e Post-return experiences in Afghanistan: perceptions of the 'rightless' on
failed reintegration policies and their paths from returnees to internally
displaced persons (IDPs), University of South-Eastern Norway, 2020.
https://openarchive.usn.no/usn-xmlui/handle/11250/2673626

Oostenrijk, Federal Office for Immigration and Asylum:
¢ Afghanistan Country Report Security Situation (EN), 14 december 2020.
Landerinformationen Afghanistan Country Report Security Situation (EN);
Version 3 (justice.gov)

openDemocracy:
e I travelled around Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. This is what I saw, 24
november 2021. https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/north-africa-west-
asia/i-travelled-around-taliban-controlled-afghanistan-this-is-what-i-saw/

Open Government Partnership:
e Lessons from Reformers: Pretrial Detention, 14 december 2020.
https://www.opengovpartnership.org/stories/lessons-from-reformers-
pretrial-detention/

OSAC:

e Afghanistan 2020 Crime & Safety Report, 25 februari 2020.
https://www.osac.gov/Country/Afghanistan/Content/Detail/Report/74f78c46
-5903-4f19-984b-180dfe202157

e Afghanistan Country Security Report, 27 juli 2021.
https://www.osac.gov/Country/Afghanistan/Content/Detail/Report/74f78c46
-5903-4f19-984b-180dfe202157

Overseas Development Institute:

e Rebel rule of law Taliban courts in the west and north-west of Afghanistan,
mei 2020. https://odi.org/en/publications/rebel-rule-of-law-taliban-courts-
in-the-west-and-north-west-of-afghanistan/

e NGOs and civil society in Afghanistan, november 2020.
https://l4p.odi.org/assets/images/ODI-L4P-NGQOs-and-civil-society-Bowden-
Siddigi-2020.pdf
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e Taliban attitudes and policies towards education, februari 2021.
https://cdn.odi.org/media/documents/taliban attitudes towards education.
pdf

e Winning the War or Building a State?, 31 maart 2021.
https://14p.odi.org/blog/afghanistan-winning-the-war-or-building-a-state

Pew Research Center:

e Polygamy is rare around the world and mostly confined to a few regions, 7
december 2020. Polygamy is rare around the world | Pew Research Center

Rahimi, M.:

e Afghanistan’s new Penal Code: Whether or Not to codify Hudud and Qisas,
The University of Texas at Austin, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 30
juli 2021. https://law.utexas.edu/humanrights/projects/afghanistans-new-
penal-code-whether-or-not-to-codify-hudud-and-qgisas/

Rahmani, N.:

e Divorced Women'’s Financial Rights In Afghanistan: Does Mahr Offer
Financial Security To Afghan Divorced Women?, A thesis in fulfilment of the
requirements for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy Faculty of Law
University of Technology Sydney, juni 2019. Divorced Women’s Financial
Rights In Afghanistan: Does Mahr Offer Financial Security To Afghan
Divorced Women? (uts.edu.au)

Reporters Without Borders (RSF):

e “No just and lasting peace in Afghanistan without guarantees for press
freedom”, 3 mei 2021. https://rsf.org/en/news/afghanistan-no-just-and-
lasting-peace-afghanistan-without-guarantees-press-freedom

e Press Freedom Index, 2021. https://rsf.org/en/afghanistan

e Since the Taliban takeover, 40% of Afghan media have closed, 80% of
women journalists have lost their jobs, 21 december 2021.
https://rsf.org/en/news/taliban-takeover-40-afghan-media-have-closed-80-
women-journalists-have-lost-their-jobs

Roman, F.:

e “Hear us Now”, On Supporting Afghan Women in Need of Shelter, a Lesson
from Indonesia, LLM Capstone Thesis Central European University, juni
2020.
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&qg=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved
=2ahUKEwi1sPS66pf1AhUMh OHHbMIB6UQFNOECAIQAQR&url=http%3A%2F
%2Fwww.etd.ceu.edu%2F2020%2Froman farahnaz.pdf&usg=A0vVaw15sHs
OWQUu2x0h9ticMXHg

RULAC:

¢ Non-international armed conflicts in Afghanistan, 4 maart 2022.
https://www.rulac.org/browse/conflicts/non-international-armed-conflicts-
in-afghanistan

Russische Federatie, Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken:

e Press release on the Moscow meeting of extended Troika on peaceful
settlement in Afghanistan, 19 maart 2021.

Ruttig, T.:

e Loya Paktia's Insurgency: The Hagqgani Network as an Autonomous Entity,
Decoding the New Taliban. Insights from the Afghan Field, 2009. Microsoft
Word - 20090224 HQN as autonomous T entity.doc (afghanistan-
analysts.orqg)

e Have the Taliban Changed?, CTC Sentinel, maart 2021.
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https://ctc.usma.edu/have-the-taliban-changed/

Safeguarding Health in Conflict:

e No respite: Violence against Health Care in Conflict - 2020, mei 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SHCC%202021%20R
eport%20No0%20respite%?20Violence%20against%?20health%?20care%20in
%20conflict.pdf

Salihi R.:
e ‘Assisted’ and ‘Voluntary’ Return? Implementation of AVVR schemes in
Afghanistan, International Institute of Social Studies Working Paper No.
676, april 2021. https://www.iss.nl/en/news/assisted-and-voluntary-return-
implementation-avrr-schemes-afghanistan-rabia-salihi

Samuel Hall:
¢ Coming Back To Afghanistan: Deported Minors’ Needs At A Time Of Covid-
19, juni 2020. Microsoft Word - SH branded War Child brief SP
FINAL V4.docx (squarespace.com)

Samuel Hall & Help Age:

e COVID-19, Displacement & Older People In Afghanistan, december 2020.
https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/5cfe2c8927234e0001688343/t/5ffeb
27c3028704f5e2a2253/1610527359472/HelpAge UNFPA OlderIDPs+Retur
nees Afghanistan FINAL+FORMAT 3.pdf

Save the Children:

e Afghanistan: 18 Civilians, Including Children, Killed in Air Strikes in
Kandahar, 4 augustus 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-18-civilians-including-
children-killed-air-strikes-kandahar

Save the Children Sweden:
e From Europe to Afghanistan: Experiences of Child Returnees, 2018.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SC-
From Europe to Afghanistan-screen%201610.pdf

SIGAR:

e Support for Gender Equality: Lessons From the U.S. Experience in
Afghanistan, februari 2021.
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/lessonslearned/SIGAR-21-18-LL.pdf

e Elections: lessons from the US experience in Afghanistan, februari 2021.
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/lessonslearned/SIGAR-21-16-LL.pdf

e Quarterly Report to Congress, 30 april 2021.
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2021-04-30qgr.pdf

e Quarterly Report to the United States Congress, 30 juli 2021.
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2021-07-30gr.pdf

e Quarterly Report to the United States Congress, 30 oktober 2021.
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2021-10-30gr.pdf

e Quarterly Report to the United States Congress, 30 januari 2022.
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2022-01-30qgr.pdf

SOFREP:
e Afghan’s Militias are Growing. Is that a Good Thing?, 30 december 2020.
https://sofrep.com/news/afghans-militias-are-growing-is-that-a-good-thing/

SSAR Support Platform:
e The Support Platform for the Solutions Strategy for Afghan Refugees
(SSAR), ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli 2021. https://ssar-

Pagina 166 of 226


https://ctc.usma.edu/have-the-taliban-changed/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SHCC%202021%20Report%20No%20respite%20Violence%20against%20health%20care%20in%20conflict.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SHCC%202021%20Report%20No%20respite%20Violence%20against%20health%20care%20in%20conflict.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SHCC%202021%20Report%20No%20respite%20Violence%20against%20health%20care%20in%20conflict.pdf
https://www.iss.nl/en/news/assisted-and-voluntary-return-implementation-avrr-schemes-afghanistan-rabia-salihi
https://www.iss.nl/en/news/assisted-and-voluntary-return-implementation-avrr-schemes-afghanistan-rabia-salihi
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cfe2c8927234e0001688343/t/5f11cbc83fc3d436857b5cb1/1595001809025/Samuel+Hall_War+Child_COVID19+Research+Brief_FINAL.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cfe2c8927234e0001688343/t/5f11cbc83fc3d436857b5cb1/1595001809025/Samuel+Hall_War+Child_COVID19+Research+Brief_FINAL.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cfe2c8927234e0001688343/t/5ffeb27c3028704f5e2a2253/1610527359472/HelpAge_UNFPA_OlderIDPs+Returnees_Afghanistan_FINAL+FORMAT_3.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cfe2c8927234e0001688343/t/5ffeb27c3028704f5e2a2253/1610527359472/HelpAge_UNFPA_OlderIDPs+Returnees_Afghanistan_FINAL+FORMAT_3.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5cfe2c8927234e0001688343/t/5ffeb27c3028704f5e2a2253/1610527359472/HelpAge_UNFPA_OlderIDPs+Returnees_Afghanistan_FINAL+FORMAT_3.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-18-civilians-including-children-killed-air-strikes-kandahar
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/afghanistan-18-civilians-including-children-killed-air-strikes-kandahar
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SC-From_Europe_to_Afghanistan-screen%201610.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SC-From_Europe_to_Afghanistan-screen%201610.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/lessonslearned/SIGAR-21-18-LL.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/lessonslearned/SIGAR-21-16-LL.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2021-04-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2021-07-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2021-10-30qr.pdf
https://www.sigar.mil/pdf/quarterlyreports/2022-01-30qr.pdf
https://sofrep.com/news/afghans-militias-are-growing-is-that-a-good-thing/
https://ssar-platform.org/

General Country of Origin Information Report | March 2022

platform.org/

Stahlmann, F.:

e Erfahrungen und Perspektiven Abgeschobener Afghanen im Kontext
Aktueller Politischer und Wirtschaftlicher Entwicklungen Afghanistans,
Diakonie Deutschland, juni 2021. https://www.fluechtlingsrat-mv.de/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/AFG Monitoring-Studie FINAL.pdf

START:
e The Northern Alliance (or United Islamic Front for Salvation of Afghanistan -
UIFSA), 2014. The Northern Alliance (or United Islamic Front for Salvation of
Afghanistan - UIFSA) Narrative | START.umd.edu

Strategy Bridge (The):
e Afghanistan’s Policing Failure and the Uncertain Way Forward, 20 oktober.
https://thestrategybridge.org/the-bridge/2020/10/20/afghanistans-policing-
failure-and-the-uncertain-way-forward

Street Child & Samuel Hall:

e Building Alternatives: Supporting Afghan Women & Children in Conflict With
the Law, November 2020.
https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/5cfe2c8927234e0001688343/t/5fda4
311d9c05075a78742ca/1608139544587/CiC-
+Report Final EULockUp 16122020.pdf

Transparency International:
e Corruption Perceptions Index 2020, 28 januari 2021.
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2020/index/nzl

USIP:
e H.E. Abdullah Abdullah Discusses Peace Talks in Afghanistan, 24 juni 2020.
https://www.usip.org/events/he-abdullah-abdullah-discusses-peace-talks-

afghanistan

UNAMA:

e Afghanistan Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict Annual Report 2020,
februari 2021.
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/afghanistan protection of

civilians report 2020 revs3.pdf

e Killing of human rights defenders, journalists and media workers in
Afghanistan 2018-2021, 2021.
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama_special report Kkilli
ng of human rights defenders and journalists in afghanistan 2018-
2021 february 2021.pdf

e Afghanistan 2021 Midyear Update on Protection of Civilians in Armed
Conflict, 26 juli 2021.
https://unama.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/unama poc midyear repo
rt 2021 26 july.pdf

e Fighting Corruption In Afghanistan Stepping Up Transparency, Integrity And
Accountability, augustus 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/fighting corruption i
n_afghanistan stepping up transparency integrity and accountability eng
lish.pdf

e Civilian Casualties Set to Hit Unprecedented Highs in 2021 Unless Urgent
Action to Stem Violence - UN Report, 26 juli 2021.
https://unama.unmissions.org/civilian-casualties-set-hit-unprecedented-
highs-2021-unless-urgent-action-stem-violence-%E2%80%93-un-report

e Briefing by Special Representative Deborah Lyons to the Security Council, 9
september 2021. https://unama.unmissions.org/briefing-special-
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representative-deborah-lyons-security-council-5

Briefing by Special Representative Deborah Lyons to the Security Council,
17 november 2021. https://unama.unmissions.org/srsg-lyons-briefing-
unsc-situation-afghanistan-4

UNAMA & OHCHR:

UNDP:

In Search of Justice for Crimes of Violence Against Women and Girls,
december 2020.

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/in search of justice
for crimes of violence against women and girls.pdf

Preventing Torture and Upholding the Rights of Detainees in Afghanistan: A
Factor for Peace, februari 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2021-Torture-Public-
Report.pdf

Provincial Profiles the Return Journey: A Mapping of Services Needed,
Available, and Accessible for Afghan Returnees from Pakistan, augustus
2020.

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/200730 Research%?2
BStudy The%2BReturn%2BJourney UNDP%2BLivelihoods MAGENTA%5B2
%5D.pdf

UNESCO:

UNFPA:

UNESCO Observatory of Killed Journalists Afghanistan, ongedateerd, laatst
geraadpleegd op 30 juli 2021. https://en.unesco.org/themes/safety-
journalists/observatory/country/223649

Afghanistan - Education and Literacy, laatst geraapleegd op 14 mei 2021.
http://uis.unesco.org/country/AF

Child Marriage and Other Harmful Practices: A Desk Review of Evidence from
South-East Asia, 2020.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/child marriage and
other harmful practices unfpa apro and unicef rosa 2020.pdf

UNFPA Afghanistan:

A former child bride in Afghanistan finds hope and new life during COVID-
19, 5 oktober 2020. https://www.unfpa.org/news/former-child-bride-
afghanistan-finds-hope-and-new-life-during-covid-19

A Family Steps-Up for their Daughter, a Gender-Based Violence Survivor, 29
november 2020. https://afghanistan.un.org/en/101350-family-steps-their-
daughter-gender-based-violence-survivor

"I Save Lives” - The Work of a Women Friendly Health Space Psychosocial
Counselor, 2 december 2020. https://afghanistan.unfpa.org/en/news/i-
save-lives%E2%80%9D-work-women-friendly-health-space-psychosocial-
counselor

Fighting Cultural Taboos to Provide Gender-Based Violence Services, 7
december 2020. https://afghanistan.unfpa.org/en/news/fighting-cultural-
taboos-provide-gender-based-violence-services

Elopement or kidnapping? A love story in Afghanistan, 13 april 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/elopement-or-kidnapping-love-
story-afghanistan

Refusing to submit to a virginity test, one bride risks death, 26 april 2021.
https://www.unfpa.org/news/refusing-submit-virginity-test-one-bride-risks-
death

Child Marriage, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli 2021. UNFPA
Afghanistan | Child Marriage
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General Country of Origin Information Report | March 2022

¢ What We Do: Young People, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 29 juli
2021. https://afghanistan.unfpa.org/en/node/15227

UNFPA Asia:
¢ kNOwVAWdata Phase I Report, maart 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/final unfpa knowvaw
data phase 1 report 17 may.pdf

UNHCR:

e Tripartite Memorandum of Understanding (the MoU) between the Islamic
Transitional State of Afghanistan, the Government of the Netherlands and
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&qg=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved
=2ahUKEwiDrsX0iJj1AhXN8gQKHakWA1sQFnoECAIQAQR&url=https%3A%2F
%2Fzoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl%?2Fkst-19637-732-
bl.pdf&usg=A0vVaw0aVVnHCuhRDeGWnI-9Wf20

e Afghanistan Situation, laatste update op 31 december 2020, laatst
geraadpleegd op 8 juli 2021.
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/afghanistan

e Pakistan, Asylum System in Pakistan, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op
27 juli 2021. https://www.unhcr.org/pk/protection/asylum-system-in-
pakistan#:~:text=Pakistan%?20generally%?20accepts%20UNHCR%?20decisio
ns,identification%200f%20a%?20durable%20solution.

e Refugees in Iran, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli 2021.

e Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, laatste update op 31 juni 2021, laatst
geraadpleegd op 8 juli 2021. https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/afg

e Afghanistan Priority Areas of Return and Reintegration, augustus 2020.
Afghanistan-priority-areas-of-return-and-reintegration-August 2020.pdf
(unhcr.org)

e High Level Consultation in the Lead up to the 2020 Afghan Conference, 20
november 2020.

e 2021 Planning Summary - Operation: Afghanistan, 12 januari 2021.
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/pdfsummaries/GA2021-
Afghanistan-eng.pdf

e Afghanistan - Global Focus, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 8 juli
2021. Afghanistan | Global Focus (unhcr.org)

e Pakistan, Government delivered first new Proof of Registration smartcards to
Afghan refugees, 25 mei 2021. https://www.unhcr.org/pk/12999-
government-to-deliver-first-new-por-smartcards-to-afghan-refugees.htmi

¢ UNHCR warns of imminent humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, 13 juli 2021.
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2021/7/60ed3ba34/unhcr-warns-
imminent-humanitarian-crisis-afghanistan.html

e UNHCR POSITION ON RETURNS TO AFGHANISTAN, augustus 2021.
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2021/8/611b62584/unhcr-issues-non-
return-advisory-afghanistan.html

e Despite brutal attack, UNHCR will stay and deliver in Afghanistan, 27
augustus 2021. https://www.unrefugees.org/news/despite-brutal-attack-
unhcr-will-stay-and-deliver-in-afghanistan/

e UNHCR begins airlifting aid to Kabul, 2 november 2021.
https://www.unhcr.org/ir/2021/11/02/unhcr-begins-airlifting-aid-to-kabul/

e UNHCR urges Tajikistan to halt returns of Afghans at risk, 19 november
2021. https://www.unhcr.org/asia/news/press/2021/11/61974d064/unhcr-
urges-tajikistan-to-halt-returns-of-afghans-at-risk.htmi

e Flash External Update: Afghanistan Situation #10, As of 15 November 2021
(two-week period). https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/89753

e Operational Portal: Afghanistan Situation, 30 november 2021, laatst
geraadpleegd op 31 januari 2022.
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/afghanistan

¢ News Comment: UNHCR: Afghans struggle to seek safety as borders remain
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shut to most, 1 december 2021.
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2021/12/61a72ed34/news-comment-
unhcr-afghans-struggle-seek-safety-borders-remain-shut.html

Flash External Update: Afghanistan Situation #12 - As of 15 December 2021
(two-week coverage period).
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Regional
%20Bureau%?20for%20Asia%?20and%?20Pacific%20%28RBAP%29%20-
%20Flash%20External%20Update%?20-
%20Afghanistan%20Situation%20%2312%2C%20As%200f%2015%20Dece
mber%202021%20%28two-week%20period%?29.pdf

Afghanistan Situation, 27 december 2021, laatst geraadpleegd op 31
december 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Afghanistan%?20situat
ion%?20-
%20Emergency%?20preparedness%20and%?20response%20in%20Iran%2C
%2023%20January%?202022.pdf

Help Pakistan: Asylum in Pakistan, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 30
december 2021. https://help.unhcr.org/pakistan/asylum/

Iran Help: Are you a new arrival from Afghanistan?, ongedateerd, laatst
geraadpleegd op 30 december 2021. https://help.unhcr.org/iran/en/arrival/
UNHCR (Twitter), Two journalists on assignment with UNHCR and Afghan
nationals working with them have been detained in Kabul. We are doing our
utmost to resolve the situation, in coordination with others. We will make no
further comment given the nature of the situation., 11 februari 2022.
https://twitter.com/refugees/status/1492083784166084628

UNHCR Iran:

What we do, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli 2021.
https://www.unhcr.org/ir/about-us/#

Voluntary Repatriation, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli 2021.
https://www.unhcr.org/ir/voluntary-repatriation/

UNHCR Pakistan:

Where we work, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli 2021.
https://www.unhcr.org/pk/where-we-
work#:~:text=UNHCR%200operations%20in%20Khyber%20Pakhtunkhwa,vil
lages%20and%20in%20urban%?20settings.

Refugee-affected and hosting areas, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 27
juli 2021. https://www.unhcr.org/pk/refugee-affected-and-hosting-
areas#:~:text=The%20Refugee%2DAffected%20and%20Hosting,Afghan%?2
Orefugees%20for%20four%20decades.

UNHCR in Pakistan, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli 2021.
https://www.unhcr.org/pakistan.html#:~:text=In%202018%2C%20UNHCR
%275%20work%20in,decide%?20voluntarily%20to%20return%20home.
Asylum system in Pakistan, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 30
december 2021. https://www.unhcr.org/pk/protection/asylum-system-in-
pakistan

United Nations:

More Must Be Done to Close Digital Divide, End Poverty, Speakers Say, as
Social Development Commission Continues Debate, 15 februari 2021.
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/s0c4895.doc.htm

Anxiety in Afghanistan as Taliban struggles for legitimacy, 17 november
2021. https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/11/1106032

UN condemns brutal killing of eight polio workers in Afghanistan, 24 februari
2022. https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/02/1112612

United Nations Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on
Sexual Violence in Conflict:
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https://www.unhcr.org/pakistan.html#:%7E:text=In%202018%2C%20UNHCR%27s%20work%20in,decide%20voluntarily%20to%20return%20home
https://www.unhcr.org/pakistan.html#:%7E:text=In%202018%2C%20UNHCR%27s%20work%20in,decide%20voluntarily%20to%20return%20home
https://www.unhcr.org/pk/protection/asylum-system-in-pakistan
https://www.unhcr.org/pk/protection/asylum-system-in-pakistan
https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/soc4895.doc.htm
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/11/1106032
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/02/1112612
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Afghanistan, laatste update 31 maart 2021, laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli
2021. Afghanistan - United Nations Office of the Special Representative of
the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict

United Nations Secretary General:

Children and armed conflict Report of the Secretary-General, 6 mei 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/N2111309.pdf

United Nations Security Council:

The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, 9 december 2020.

The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, 12 maart 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/S 2021 252 E.pdf
Twenty-seventh report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring
Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2368 (2017) concerning ISIL
(Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities, 3 februari 2021.
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2045193/S 2021 68 E.pdf
Twenty-eighth report of the Analytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring
Team submitted pursuant to resolution 2368 (2017) concerning ISIL
(Da’esh), Al-Qaida and associated individuals and entities, 21 juli 2021.
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-
8CD3-CF6E4FFO96FF9%7D/S 2021 655 E.pdf

Security Council Press Statement on Terrorist Attack in Logar, Afghanistan,
3 mei 2021. https://www.un.org/press/en/2021/sc14510.doc.htm

Letter dated 20 May 2021 from the Chair of the Security Council Committee
established pursuant to resolution 1988 (2011) addressed to the President
of the Security Council, 1 juni 2021.

The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security, 15 juni 2021.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A 75 926 E.pdf
Security Council Press Statement on Terrorist Attack in Kabul, Afghanistan,
3 november 2021.

Sirajuddin Jallaloudine Hagqgani, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 12
november 2021.

Letter dated 21 January 2022 from the Chair of the Security Council
Committee pursuant to resolutions 1267 (1999), 1989 (2011) and 2253
(2015) concerning Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (Da’esh), Al-Qaida
and associated individuals, groups, undertakings and entities addressed to
the President of the Security Council, 3 februari 2022.
https://undocs.org/pdf?symbol=en/S/2021/68

UNICEF:

Evaluation of “Improving Street-working Children’s Access to Education and
Livelihood Support for their Families” Kabul, Afghanistan Project
Timeframe: 2014 - 2016 Evaluation Timeframe: January 2017 - September
2017, september 2017.
https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/UNICEF S
WC Final-Samuel-Hall-Report.pdf

Child Notice Afghanistan, 2018.

https://www.unicef.nl/files/Child%20Notice Afghanistan%20EN%?20(2018)
%20FINAL.pdf

Unicef Afghanistan: Child Notice Update - De leefomstandigheden van
kinderen in Afghanistan, 2020.
https://www.unicef.nl/files/Child%20Notice%20Afghanistan Update-
2020.pdf

Stuur kinderen niet terug naar Afghanistan, 22 januari 2021.
https://www.unicef.nl/nieuws/2021-01-22-stuur-kinderen-niet-terug-naar-

afghanistan
Gender Alert On Covid-19 Afghanistan, 23 juli 2021. Gender Alerat Issuel3-
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https://www.unicef.nl/nieuws/2021-01-22-stuur-kinderen-niet-terug-naar-afghanistan
https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/media/5026/file/English%20.pdf

230720 (unicef.org)

Protecting children on the move: Multisectoral Coordination In Afghanistan
During Covid-19, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 30 juli 2021.
https://www.unicef.org/rosa/media/14086/file/Case%20Study%20-
%?20Afghanistan%20-
%20Protecting%20Children%200n%20the%20Move.pdf

Maternal Mortality, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli 2021.
https://data.unicef.org/topic/maternal-health/maternal-mortality/

6 children killed in detonation of explosive remnants of war in Kunduz,
Afghanistan, 4 november 2021. https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/6-
children-killed-detonation-explosive-remnants-war-kunduz-afghanistan
Girls increasingly at risk of child marriage in Afghanistan, 12 november
2021. https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/girls-increasingly-risk-child-
marriage-afghanistan

Statement by Alice Akunga, UNICEF Afghanistan Representative a.i., on the
death of eight children due to detonation of explosive remnant, 11 januari
2022. https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/statement-alice-akunga-
unicef-afghanistan-representative-ai-death-eight-children-
due#:~:text=KABUL%2C%2011%20January%202022%20%E2%80%93%
20%E2%80%9C,war%?20detonated%20near%20a%20school.&text=%E2%
80%9CScho0ls%20%2D%20and%20their%?20surrounding%20areas,childre

Nn%20to%20learn%?20and%?20thrive.

Afghanistan Humanitarian Situation Report: 1 August -20 August 2021,
ongedateerd. https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/reports/afghanistan-
humanitarian-situation-report

UNICEF Afghanistan:

Child protection, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 15 augustus 2021.
https://www.unicef.org/afghanistan/child-protection

UN Women:

USIP:

Unlocking the Lockdown Gender-Differentiated Consequences of Covid-19 in
Afghanistan, 2020.
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/covid-
19surveyreport121020.pdf

Bourgeois Jihad: Why Young, Middle-Class Afghans Join ISKP, juni 2020.
https://www.usip.org/publications/2020/06/bourgeois-jihad-why-young-
middle-class-afghans-join-islamic-state

Afghanistan-Pakistan Border Dispute Heats Up, 12 januari 2022.
https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/01/afghanistan-pakistan-border-
dispute-heats

Verenigd Koninkrijk, FCO:

Foreign travel advice: Afghanistan - Corona virus, ongedateerd, laatst
geraadpleegd op 4 januari 2022. https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-
advice/afghanistan/coronavirus

Verenigd Koninkrijk, Home Office:

Country Policy and Information Note, Afghanistan: Sexual orientation and
gender identity or expression, februari 2020.
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2025219/AFG-SOGIE-CPIN-
v3.0%28Archived%29.pdf

Country background note Afghanistan, december 2020. Afghanistan-
Background Note-v1.0(December 2020) (justice.gov).

Country Policy and Information Note Afghanistan: Unaccompanied children,
oktober 2021.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploa
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https://www.usip.org/publications/2022/01/afghanistan-pakistan-border-dispute-heats
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https://www.justice.gov/eoir/page/file/1345291/download
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ds/attachment data/file/1030389/AFG CPIN Unaccompanied children.pdf

e Country Policy and Information Note Afghanistan: Afghans perceived as
‘Westernised’, juni 2021.
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2054314/Afghanistan-Westernised-CPIN-
v2.0%28Archived%29.pdf

Verenigde Staten, CIA;
e The World Factbook: Afghanistan, ongedateerd, laatste update op 21
december 2021, laatst geraadpleegd op 4 januari 2022.
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/afghanistan/

Verenigde Staten, Department of Defense:

e Enhancing Security and Stability in Afghanistan, 2019.
https://media.defense.gov/2020/Jul/01/2002348001/-1/-
1/1/ENHANCING SECURITY AND STABILITY IN AFGHANISTAN.PDF

e U.S. to Maintain Robust Over-the-Horizon Capability for Afghanistan if
Needed, 6 juli 2021. https://www.defense.gov/News/News-
Stories/Article/Article/2682472/us-to-maintain-robust-over-the-horizon-
capability-for-afghanistan-if-needed/

Verenigde Staten, Department of State:

e 2020 Human Rights Report: Afghanistan, 2021.
https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-country-reports-on-human-rights-
practices/afghanistan/

e 2020 Trafficking in Persons Report: Afghanistan, 2021.
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/TIPR-GPA-upload-

07222021.pdf

Verenigde Staten, The White House:
e Remarks by President Biden on the Way Forward in Afghanistan, 14 april
2021.
e Remarks by President Biden on the Drawdown of U.S. Forces in
Afghanistan, 8 juli 2021.

Verenigde Staten, USCIRF:

e Afghanistan 2020 International Religious Freedom Report, 2021.
https://af.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/268/240282-
AFGHANISTAN-2020-INTERNATIONAL-RELIGIOUS-FREEDOM-REPORT.pdf

e Factsheet: Shari'a and LGBTI persons, maart 2021.
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2021-03/2021%20Factsheet%?20-
%20Sharia%?20and%20LGBTI. pdf

e Factsheet Afghanistan, oktober 2021.
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/2021%20Factsheet%20-
%Z20Religious%?20Minorities%20in%20Afghanistan.pdf

Verenigde Staten, The Library of Congress:
e Qizilbash, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 10 augustus 2021.
http://countrystudies.us/afghanistan/50.htm
e FALQs: Execution by Stoning and Privacy Laws Related to Sexual Crimes in
Iran and Afghanistan, 30 April 2021.
https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2021/04/falgs-execution-by-stoning-and-privacy-
laws-related-to-sexual-crimes-in-iran-and-afghanistan/

Washington Institute for Near East Policy (The):
e Return of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan: The Jihadist State of Play, 18
augustus 2021. https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/return-
islamic-emirate-afghanistan-jihadist-state-play

Watkins, A.:
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https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/return-islamic-emirate-afghanistan-jihadist-state-play
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/return-islamic-emirate-afghanistan-jihadist-state-play

e An Assessment of Taliban Rule at Three Months, CTC Sentinel, november
2021. https://ctc.usma.edu/an-assessment-of-taliban-rule-at-three-months/

World Atlas
e What Is An Emirate?, 1 augustus 2017.
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-is-an-emirate.html

World Bank:

e Data Bank: Gender Statistics - Age at first marriage (female), laatste
update Afghanistan: 2015, laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli 2021. Gender
Statistics | DataBank (worldbank.org)

e Data Bank: Health Nutrition and Population Statistics by Wealth Quintile,
laatste update Afghanistan: 2015, laatst geraadpleegd op 27 juli 2021.
Health Nutrition and Population Statistics by Wealth Quintile | DataBank
(worldbank.org)

e Labor force participation rate, female (% of female population ages 15+)
(modeled ILO estimate) — Afghanistan, 29 januari 2021, laatst geraadpleegd
op 4 juni 2021.

e Safeguarding Afghan women's property rights, 2 maart 2021. Safeguarding
Afghan women's property rights (worldbank.org)

World Justice Project:

e The Rule of Law in Afghanistan Key Findings from 2019, 2020.
https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/research-and-data/special-
reports/rule-law-afghanistan

e Rule of Law Index 2020, 2020.
https://worldjusticeproject.org/sites/default/files/documents/WJP-ROLI-
2020-Online_0.pdf

e Rule of Law Index 2021, 2021. https://worldjusticeproject.org/rule-of-law-
index/

e Rule of Law Index, Afghanistan 2021, 2021.
https://worldjusticeproject.org/rule-of-law-index/pdfs/2021-Afghanistan.pdf

World Population Review:
e Afghanistan Population 2021, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 29 juli
2021. https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/afghanistan-population

World Vision:

e 50% of families in Afghanistan forced to send their children to work during
COVID-19 pandemic, 20 november 2020.
https://www.wvi.org/newsroom/afghanistan/50-families-afghanistan-forced-
send-their-children-work-during-covid-19

e Breaking the Chain: Empowering girls and communities to end child
marriages during COVID-19 and beyond, 2021.
https://www.wvi.org/sites/default/files/2021-
05/Breaking%?20the%20Chain digital%20%281%29.pdf

World Watch Research:
e Afghanistan: Full Country Dossier, november 2020. https://odusa-
media.com/2016/09/Afghanistan-WWL-2021-Country-dossier.pdf

Zweden, Lifos/Migrationsverket:
e Sakerhetslaget i Afghanistan, 2020, 7 april 2020.
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2028339/200414301.pdf
e Information regarding the situation in Afghanistan, 7 december 2021.
https://www.migrationsverket.se/English/About-the-Migration-
Agency/Information-regarding-the-situation-in-Afghanistan.html
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Zwitserland, SEM:

Focus Afghanistan: Telephonie et Internet, 30 juni 2020.
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved
=2ahUKEWIEjPfWmpjlAhWQ KQKHYgJD5wQFNnoECAOQAQ&url=https%3A%
2F%2Fwww.sem.admin.ch%2Fdam%2Fsem%2Ffr%2Fdata%?2Finternational
es%?2Fherkunftslaender%?2Fasien-nahost%?2Fafg%2FAFG-telefonie-internet-
f.pdf.download.pdf%2FAFG-telefonie-internet-
f.pdf&usg=A0vVaw3fhyNdZ114W9JrtLBQ Wue

7.2 Articles in the media

AA:

Afghanistan: Top cops selling drugs arrested, 6 februari 2020.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/afghanistan-top-cops-selling-drugs-
arrested/1726600

Afghan police chief fired over killing of 11 protesters, 8 februari 2021.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/afghan-police-chief-fired-over-killing-
of-11-protesters/2137761

Afghanistan: 321 officials sacked for corruption, 21 februari 2021.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/afghanistan-321-officials-sacked-for-
corruption/2152193

Afghan forces free 30 prisoners from Taliban captivity, 3 maart 2021.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/afghan-forces-free-30-prisoners-
from-taliban-captivity/2163501

COVID-19: Over 100,000 Afghans return from Iran, 18 maart 2020.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/latest-on-coronavirus-outbreak/covid-19-over-
100-000-afghans-return-from-iran/1770630

9,592 troops of 36 countries serving in Afghanistan, 17 april 2021.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/9-592-troops-of-36-countries-
serving-in-afghanistan/2212251

Iran, Afghanistan border closed amid COVID-19 fears, 29 april 2021.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/health/iran-afghanistan-border-closed-amid-
covid-19-fears/2224422

String of blasts kill 9 civilians in Afghanistan, 13 mei 2021.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/string-of-blasts-kill-9-civilians-in-
afghanistan/2240444

Turkish, Afghan defense ministers discuss Kabul airport, 30 juli 2021.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/turkey/turkish-afghan-defense-ministers-discuss-
kabul-airport/2319570

UN office attacked as Taliban move on Herat in Afghanistan, 30 juli 2021.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/un-office-attacked-as-taliban-move-
on-herat-in-afghanistan/2319488

Roadside bomb kills 12 members of family in Afghanistan, 8 augustus 2021.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/roadside-bomb-kills-12-members-of-
family-in-afghanistan/2328387

With fall of Logar, Taliban close in on Afghanistan's capital, 13 augustus
2021. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/with-fall-of-logar-taliban-close-
in-on-afghanistans-capital/2333360

Who's who in Taliban interim government?, 9 september 2021.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/whos-who-in-taliban-interim-
government/2360424

Prominent rights activist gunned down in Afghanistan, 12 oktober 2021.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/prominent-rights-activist-gunned-
down-in-afghanistan/2389886

Taliban have all-inclusive government in Afghanistan, claims acting foreign
minister, 12 november 2021. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/taliban-
have-all-inclusive-government-in-afghanistan-claims-acting-foreign-
minister/2419061
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ABC News

Afghan women enjoy hard-won freedoms. Now a US deal with the Taliban
threatens them, 13 april 2021. https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-
14/afghan-women--freedom-us-taliban-deal-laila-haidari/12111002
Taliban sweep across Afghanistan's south; take 4 more cities, 13 augustus
2021. https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/taliban-press-
advance-capturing-major-afghan-cities-79435770

Taliban tells female Kabul government workers not go to work as a deadly
blast rocks Jalalabad, 19 september 2021.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-09-20/taliban-tells-kabul-female-
workers-to-stay-home/100475228

Afghan interpreter who worked with Australian troops murdered by Taliban,
19 oktober 2021. https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-10-20/afghan-
interpreter-worked-with-australian-troops-killed-taliban/100552634
Afghan journalists face threats and beatings despite Taliban promises of a
free press, 25 oktober 2021. https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-10-
26/afghan-journalists-face-threats-and-beatings-despite-
promises/100520424

Despite mistrust, Afghan Shiites seek Taliban protection, 16 november
2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/despite-mistrust-afghan-shiites-seek-
taliban-protection-/6315097.html

Prominent Afghan doctor kidnapped, killed in northern city, 20 november
2021. https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/prominent-afghan-
doctor-kidnapped-killed-northern-city-81296328

In Afghanistan, women's rights activists feared for their lives, now they are
disappearing, 21 november 2021. https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-11-
21/afghanistan-women-activists-killed-disappearing/100622994

Aid groups deal with 'painfully thin and lifeless children' as Afghan food crisis
deepens, 21 januari 2022. https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-01-
21/afghan-children-severely-malnourished/100772258

Taliban free detained UNHCR staff, 2 foreign journalists, 11 februari 2022.
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/taliban-detain-unhcr-staff-
foreign-journalists-kabul-82825553

Afghan Online Press:

Afghan Online Press, Two children among 7 killed in Taliban attack in
Baghlan: police, 30 april 2021. http://www.aopnews.com/taliban/two-
children-among-7-killed-in-taliban-attack-in-baghlan-police/;
https://ariananews.af/two-children-among-7-killed-in-taliban-attack-in-

baghlan-police

Afghanistan Times:

AFP:

Fighting displaces thousands in Daikundi, 5 juli 2021.
http://www.afghanistantimes.af/fighting-displaces-thousands-in-daikundi/

Afghanistan: I'ONU accuse les talibans d'au moins 72 exécutions
extrajudiciaires, 14 december 2021. https://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-
actu/afghanistan-l-onu-accuse-les-talibans-d-au-moins-72-executions-
extrajudiciaires-20211214

Two Afghan journalists released after Taliban detention, 2 februari 2022.
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2022/02/02/Two-Afghan-
journalists-released-after-Taliban-detention

Agence Europe:

EU and Afghanistan extend cooperation in fight against illegal migration, 27
april 2021.

Al Arabiya:
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Taliban say burga not compulsory for women, hijab is as they take over
Afghanistan, 17 augustus 2021.
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2021/08/17/Taliban-say-burga-
not-compulsory-for-women-hijab-is-as-they-take-over-Afghanistan

ISIS claims killing of Afghan journalist in Kabul bomb attack, 15 november
2021. https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2021/11/15/1SIS-claims-
killing-of-Afghan-journalist-in-Kabul-bomb-attack

Al Jazeera:

The false inclusivity of the Taliban’s emirate, 26 oktober 2020.
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2020/10/26/the-false-inclusivity-of-
the-talibans-emirate

Several inmates killed in Herat prison riot: Afghan officials, 29 oktober
2020. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/29/several-inmates-killed-
in-herat-prison-riot-afghan-officials

Afghan rivals set to resume talks in Doha amid surge in violence, 5 januari
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/5/peace-talks-resume-in-
doha-even-as-violence-spike-in-afghanistan

Civilians killed in Afghan gov't air raid, say local officials, 10 januari 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/10/several-civilians-killed-in-
afghan-govt-airstrike-say-locals

Why Afghanistan-Taliban peace talks have not reached breakthrough, 12
januari 2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/12/why-have-the-
afghanistan-taliban-peace-talks-stalled

Billions in aid needed to help Afghan children in 2021: NGO, 19 januari
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/19/billions-in-aid-needed-
to-help-afghan-children-in-2021-charity

A day on the job with Kabul’s crime scene investigators, 1 februari 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2021/2/1/in-afghanistan-a-day-on-
the-job-with-kabuls-crime-scene-investi

Hazaras fear for future as Afghanistan risks slipping into chaos, 3 februari
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/3/hazaras-fear-for-future-
as-afghanistan-likely-to-slip-into-chaos

Afghan peace talks resume in Doha as US reviews Taliban deal, 23 februari
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/23/afghan-peace-talks-
resume-but-path-is-anything-but-certain

Taliban refuse to attend Afghan talks in Turkey if held this week, 13 april
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/13/taliban-refuse-to-
attend-afghan-talks-in-turkey-if-held-this-week

Afghanistan: At least 14 civilians killed across three provinces, 24 april
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/24/civilians-killed-in-
attacks-across-three-provinces-in-
afghanistan#:~:text=At%20least%2014%20people%20have,country%20d
espite%20continuing%?20peace%?20efforts.

Gunmen kill eight members of a family in Afghanistan, 18 april 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/18/gunmen-attack-kill-eight-
members-of-one-family-in-afghanistan

Suicide bombing kills over 20 in Afghanistan’s Logar province, 30 april
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/4/30/car-bomb-kills-dozens-
in-afghanistans-logar-province

Grief and anger after deadly blasts target Afghan school, 9 mei 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/9/afghans-grieve-after-deadly-
blasts-target-school-girls-in-kabul

At least 11 killed in Afghanistan bus bombing, 10 mei 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/10/at-least-11-killed-in-
afghanistan-bus-bombing

Kabul neighbourhood, home to Hazaras, stunned by wave of attacks, 13
juni 2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/13/anger-as-
afghanistan-mourns-death-of-car-blast-victims

Afghans say recent Taliban advances forced them to take up arms, 6 juli
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2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/7/6/afghan-civilians-take-up-
arms-to-support-troops-against-taliban

e Afghanistan’s Herat under pressure amid ongoing Taliban assault, 31 juli
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/7/31/afghanistans-herat-
under-pressure-amid-ongoing-taliban-assault

¢ How do Afghanistan forces and Taliban compare?, 4 augustus 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/4/how-do-afghanistan-forces-
and-taliban-compare

e Sheberghan: Taliban captures second Afghan provincial capital, 7 augustus
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/7/taliban-advance-on-
second-afghan-provincial-capital-in-24-hours

e Residents of Afghanistan’s Kunduz recount Taliban takeover, 9 augustus
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/9/residents-of-
afghanistans-kunduz-recount-taliban-takeover

¢ Taliban claims Kandahar as onslaught continues, 12 augustus 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/12/afghanistan-taliban-kandahar-
prison-police-ghazni-live-updates

e Taliban seizes 18th Afghan city as UK warns of civil war: Live, 13 augustus
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/13/afghanistan-taliban-
herat-kandahar-kabul-cities-live-updates

e Taliban offers amnesty, promises women'’s rights and media freedom, 17
augustus 2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/17/evacuation-
flights-resume-as-biden-defends-afghanistan-pullout

e Afghanistan: A subdued Ashura under Taliban rule, 19 augustus 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/19/subdued-ashura-
commemoration-on-fourth-day-of-taliban-rule

e Taliban conducting ‘targeted door-to-door visits’: UN document, 20
augustus 2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/20/taliban-un-
report-afghanistan-door-to-door-revenge

e Taliban responsible for massacre of nine Hazara men: Amnesty, 20
augustus 2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/20/taliban-
responsible-for-massacre-of-nine-hazara-men-amnesty

e Attack on Afghan reporter tests Taliban’s media freedom pledge, 26
augustus 2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/26/attack-on-
afghan-reporter-tests-talibans-pledge-on-media-freedom

¢ Afghan staff details left behind at UK Kabul embassy: Report, 27 augustus.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/8/27/afghan-staff-details-left-
behind-at-uk-kabul-embassy-report

e The threat of ISKP in Afghanistan has been underestimated, 27 augustus
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/8/27/the-threat-of-iskp-
in-afghanistan-has-been-underestimated

e Residents flee as Taliban intensifies battle to take Panjshir, 3 september
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/3/fighting-between-taliban-
resistance-forces-resumes-in-panjshir

e Profile: Mohammad Hasan Akhund, the head of Taliban government, 7
september 2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/7/profile-
mohammad-hassan-akhund-the-head-of-taliban-government

e Profile: Mullah Baradar, new deputy leader in Afghan gov't, 7 september
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/7/profile-mullah-baradar-
afghanistans-new-leader

e Al Jazeera, Taliban accused of torturing journalists for covering protests, 9
september 2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/9/talibans-
violence-against-women-reporters-intensifies

e Taliban takes on ISKP, its most serious foe in Afghanistan, 27 september
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/27/afghanistan-taliban-
promises-to-eradicate-groups-seeking-chaos

¢ Medics overwhelmed as Afghanistan healthcare crumbles, 28 september
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2021/9/28/medics-in-
afghanistan-face-tough-choices-as-healthcare-crumbles

e ‘Death knell’: Afghan journalists fear new Taliban media rules, 29
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september 2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/29/afghan-
journalists-skeptical-of-new-taliban-media-regulations

e Deadly explosion targets memorial service near Kabul mosque, 3 oktober
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/3/several-killed-in-blast-
outside-kabul-mosque

e Taliban: From Afghanistan’s rugged mountains to policing streets, 5 oktober
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2021/10/5/photos-afghanistan-
kabul-taliban-shift-war-policing-streets

e 'Cold-blooded’: Taliban accused of executing Hazara people, 5 oktober
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/5/taliban-killed-13-
members-of-hazara-ethnic-group-report

e 'Blood and pieces’: Kunduz residents describe blast aftermath, 9 oktober
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/9/everyone-was-in-blood-
bombing-at-kunduz-mosque-in-afghanistan

e Pakistan eases travel restrictions, announces aid for Afghanistan, 22
oktober 2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/22/pakistan-
eases-travel-restrictions-aid-afghanistan-taliban

e Watchdog: 30 recent cases of violence against Afghan journalists, 28
oktober 2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/10/28/afghanistan-
journalists-watchdog-violence-taliban-media

e Afghanistan: Deadly blasts, gunfire hit Kabul military hospital, 2 november
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/2/two-large-blasts-in-
afghanistans-capital-kabul-at-waz

e Afghanistan: Taliban leader warns of infiltrators, 4 november 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/4/afghanistan-taliban-leader-
warns-against-turncoats-infiltrators

e Taliban rule sparks hopes of peace in rural Afghanistan, 9 november 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2021/11/9/photos-taliban-rule-peace-
rural-afghanistan-farmers

e Iran deporting thousands of Afghan refugees, 11 november 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/11/afghan-refugees-deported-
from-iran-as-humanitarian-crisis-deepens

e Afghanistan: Mosque in Nangarhar province hit by blast, 12 november
2021. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/12/blast-at-mosque-in-
afghanistans-nangarhar-
province# :~:text=An%20explosion%20has%20hit%20a,three%20people%
20have%20been%20killed.

e Taliban bans forced marriage of women in Afghanistan, 3 december 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/3/taliban-bans-forced-marriage-
calls-for-equal-rights-for-women

e Deadly blasts hit Afghan capital Kabul, 10 december 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/10/bomb-blast-kills-two-
civilians-on-minibus-in-afghanistans-kabul

e Afghanistan healthcare ‘on brink of collapse’ amid Omicron scare, 16
december 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/16/afghanistan-healthcare-
omicron-covid-children-hospital

¢ No long-distance travel for women without male relative: Taliban, 26
december 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/12/26/afghanistan-long-distance-
travel-women-without-male-escort-taliban

e Kill the rented journalists’ - the reality of life for local journalists and fixers
left behind in Afghanistan, 4 januari 2022.
https://institute.aljazeera.net/en/ajr/article/1729

e Iran says won't officially recognise Taliban after Tehran talks, 10 januari
2022. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/10/iran-says-wont-
officially-recognise-taliban-after-tehran-talks

e Taliban releases prominent Afghan professor from custody: Family, 11
januari 2022. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/11/taliban-
releases-afghan-professor-faizullah-jalal
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Taliban says all Afghan girls will be back in school by March, 17 januari
2022. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/17/taliban-says-will-open-
all-schools-for-girls-across-country

Several killed in bus blast in western Afghanistan, 22 januari 2022.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/22/bomb-on-bus-kills-seven-in-
western-afghan-city-officials

Taliban, Western officials meet in Oslo to discuss Afghanistan, 24 januari
2022. https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/24/taliban-western-
officials-meet-near-oslo-to-discuss-afghanistan

Al Mashareq:

ANI:

Afghans in limbo as Iran bans them from entering even with legal
documents, 11 januari 2022.

https://almashareg.com/en GB/articles/cnmi am/features/2022/01/11/feat
ure-03

20 killed, 34 wounded in series of violent attacks across Afghanistan, 31 mei
2021. https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/20-killed-
34-wounded-in-series-of-violent-attacks-across-afghanistan-

121053100125 1.html

Magnetic IED blast in Afghanistan's Kandahar Kkills 2, including governor's
secretary, 4 juli 2021. https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/magnetic-
ied-blast-in-afghanistans-kandahar-kills-2-including-governors-
secretary20210704185143/

Two border towns in Afghanistan's Herat province fall to Taliban, 9 juli 2021.
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/two-border-towns-in-afghanistans-
herat-province-fall-to-taliban20210709152740/

Afghanistan: Taliban imposes new severe restrictions on women, media in
Balkh Province, 11 juli 2021.
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-imposes-new-
severe-restrictions-on-women-media-in-balkh-province20210710011508/
Afghan forces regain control over Sheikh Ali district in Parwan from Taliban;
fighting continues in 15 provinces, 18 juli 2021.
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/afghan-forces-regain-control-over-
sheikh-ali-district-in-parwan-from-taliban-fighting-continues-in-15-
provinces20210718045747/#:~:text=Representative%20image-
Afghan%20forces%?20regain%?20control%?20over%20Sheikh%20Ali%?20dist
rict%?20in%20Parwan,fighting%20continues%?20in%2015%20provinces&tex
t=Kabul%20%5BAfghanistan%5D%2C%?20July%?2018,media%?20reported%
20citing%20security%20officials.

Afghanistan's media freedom in retreat as security situation deteriorates
amid Taliban advances, 27 juli 2021.
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/afghanistans-media-freedom-in-
retreat-as-security-situation-deteriorates-amid-taliban-
advances20210727202355/

Pakistan's ISI supports Taliban offensive, says Afghan govt, 31 juli 2021.
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/pakistans-isi-supports-taliban-
offensive-says-afghan-govt20210731085703/

21-year-old girl shot by Taliban for not wearing veil, 5 augustus 2021.
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/taliban-shots-21-year-old-for-not-
wearing-veil20210805051604/

Taliban supreme leader Haibatullah Akhunzada to lead Afghanistan govt, 1
september 2021. https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/taliban-supreme-
leader-haibatullah-akhunzada-to-lead-afghanistan-govt20210901220655/
Taliban special unit forcibly enters Gurdwara in Kabul, intimidate community
members: Reports, 15 oktober 2021.
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/taliban-special-unit-forcibly-
enters-gurdwara-in-kabul-intimidate-community-members-
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ANP:

AP:

reports20211015183440/

Two religious scholars shot dead near Kabul: Report, 24 november 2021.
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/two-religious-scholars-shot-dead-
near-kabul-report20211124175448/

Religious scholar killed in Afghanistan's Farah, 12 december 2021.
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/religious-scholar-killed-in-
afghanistans-farah20211212142235/

Afghanistan: Residents of Panjshir protest over killing of 'innocent' people,
27 december 2021. https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/afghanistan-
residents-of-panjshir-protest-over-killing-of-innocent-
people20211227050424/

Taliban claims to form 100,000-member defense force, 1 januari 2022.
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/taliban-claims-to-form-100000-
member-defense-force20220101230858/

Closure of passport office in Kabul angers people, 9 januari 2022.
https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/closure-of-passport-office-in-
kabul-angers-people20220109175923/

Taliban detain Afghan women activist, her sisters over staging protest in
Kabul, 21 januari 2022. https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/taliban-
detain-afghan-women-activist-her-sisters-over-staging-protest-in-
kabul20220121175704/

Qatar sluit akkoord met Taliban over hervatting evacuatievluchten, 1
februari 2022. https://www.rd.nl/artikel/961078-qatar-sluit-akkoord-met-
taliban-over-hervatting-evacuatievluchten

Facing IS, last embattled Sikhs, Hindus leave Afghanistan, 27 september
2020. https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-discrimination-islamic-state-
group-kabul-archive-b310aecece22454cc5918756e245810c¢

Crime, conflict, chaos crushing Afghan hopes for tomorrow, 4 februari 2021.
https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-islamic-state-group-kabul-
bombings-taliban-bb41331bfbb6abdic71caaZ7cal5al961

New killings deepen Afghan journalists' assassination fears, 3 maart 2021.
https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-media-islamic-state-group-
zabihullah-mujahid-arrests-a87cebea5a6f382874043cbb6fadfd17

Amid US pullout, Taliban issue threat to Afghan journalists, 5 mei 2021.
https://apnews.com/article/taliban-journalists-
a94fb8bc61852b20dc18e58d4a96e11f

Afghan school bombing cues reproof of government, 10 mei 2021.
https://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2021/may/10/afghan-school-
bombing-cues-reproof-of-government/

Afghans who helped the US now fear being left behind, 17 mei 2021.
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-05-17/afghans-who-
helped-the-us-now-fear-being-left-behind

Afghan forces struggle, demoralized, rife with corruption, 27 mei 2021.
https://apnews.com/article/europe-business-lifestyle-
b34e8480c8a0d80072fb2b4414914156

Afghan official: 11 killed in roadside bombing in north, 6 juni 2021.
https://apnews.com/article/bombings-
b9ec89bbf9d733304824b4a836f96d38

Security forces fire on Afghan protesters in NE, killing 3, 8 juni 2021.
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/government-news/2021/06/security-
forces-fire-on-afghan-protesters-in-ne-killing-3/

Taliban gains drive Afghan government to recruit militias, 25 juni 2021.
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-taliban-business-race-and-ethnicity-
99ce5fbb7b9a176b4662fbd04c7cb142

Most European troops exit Afghanistan quietly after 20 years, 30 juni 2021.
https://apnews.com/article/europe-afghanistan-health-coronavirus-
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pandemic-9c1c4f5732c032ba85865aab0338a7a3

e Afghan women fear return to ‘dark days’ amid Taliban sweep, 13 augustus
2021. https://apnews.com/article/religion-taliban-
7ab054c063e4ealcl14be9e4811f42982

e The Latest: Taliban holding talks for ‘inclusive’ government, 15 augustus
2021. https://apnews.com/article/taliban-
€81d5f34795¢c360f9b2fb4d2bcb847b0

e Taliban sweep into Afghan capital after government collapses, 16 augustus
2021. https://apnews.com/article/afghanistan-taliban-kabul-bagram-
eled33fe0c665ee67bal32c51b8e32a5

e Blast on bus in Afghan capital kills 1 person, wounds 5, 13 november 2021.
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1967176/world

Arab News:

e Afghan women embrace divorce as new form of empowerment, 14 april
2017.
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1084306/www.arabnews.com/ArabicCallig
raphy

e Afghanistan has half a million widows, and the number is increasing, says
government, 24 juni 2018.
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1327171/world

e Afghan Taliban look for support of Hazaras whom they once persecuted, 7
mei 2020. https://www.arabnews.com/node/1671236/world

e Six years on, 12,000 Pakistani refugee families from North Waziristan
stranded in Afghanistan, 30 december 2020.
https://www.arabnews.pk/node/1784951/pakistan

e Afghan refugee helping war widows escape poverty cycle, 16 januari 2021.
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1793451/world

e Afghanistan fights domestic violence with new initiatives, 4 februari 2021.
Afghanistan fights domestic violence with new initiatives (arabnews.com)

e Taliban to form new armed forces including former regime troops, 26
oktober 2021. https://www.arabnews.com/node/1955266/world

e Justice delayed as Taliban build their legal system in Afghanistan, 13
november 2021. https://www.arabnews.com/node/1967351/world

e Taliban call on OIC to recognize Afghan government at Islamabad meeting,
11 december 2021. https://www.arabnews.com/node/1984931/world

Arezo News:
e Doctor killed in armed attack in Farah, 16 juni 2021.
https://arezo.news/en/tag/doctor-assasinated-in-farah-province/

Ariana News:
e 90 religious scholars killed in Afghanistan in the past year, 9 april 2021.
https://ariananews.af/90-religious-scholars-killed-in-afghanistan-in-the-

past-year/

AsiaNews.it:
e Afghan National Police to shift focus to law enforcement by 2024, 28
september 2020. https://afghanistan.asia-
news.com/en GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2020/09/28/feature-01
e As COVID-19 spreads in Afghanistan, Pakistan closes its borders, 18 juni
2021. https://www.asianews.it/news-en/As-COVID-19-spreads-in-
Afghanistan,-Pakistan-closes-its-borders-53453.html

Asvaka news:
e Large number of e-NID issued in Nangarhar, 21 juli 2021.
https://asvakanews.com/en/afghanistan/1561/

ATN News:
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e District in Maidan Wardak falls to Taliban: officials, 21 mei 2021.
https://touch.facebook.com/ariananews/videos/district-in-maidan-wardak-
falls-to-taliban-
officials/1012859932583198/?m_entstream source=video home&player su
borigin=feed&player format=permalink

e Pakistan completes 94% of border fence, despite ‘isolated’ incidents, 6
januari 2022. https://ariananews.af/pakistan-completes-94-of-border-fence-
despite-isolated-incidents/

AVA:
¢ Nearly 3,000 Taliban affiliates dismissed so far: officials, 16 januari 2022.
https://avapress.com/en/256564/Nearly-3-000-Taliban-affiliates-dismissed-
so-far-officials

Bakhtar News Agency:

e Taliban shadow Governor for Ab Kamari district, Badghis killed, 28
november 2020. https://bakhtarnews.af/taliban-shadow-governor-for-
abkamari-district-badghis-killed/

e Civilians Martyred in a Taliban Rocket Attack, 24 januari 2021.
https://bakhtarnews.af/civilians-martyred-in-a-taliban-rocket-attack/

e Taliban Shadow Governor for Laghman Killed in Peshawar, 1 maart 2021.
https://bakhtarnews.af/taliban-shadow-governor-for-laghman-killed-in-
peshawar/

e 1,500 Families Flee Homes in Ongoing War in Daikundi, 21 juni 2021.
https://bakhtarnews.af/1500-families-flee-homes-in-ongoing-war-in-
daikundi/

e Shaikh Ali District of Parwan Recapture by ANSDF, 17 juli 2021.
https://bakhtarnews.af/shaikh-ali-district-of-parwan-recapture-by-ansdf/

e Three Civilians Martyred in Mortar Shelling in Ghazni, 11 augustus 2021.
https://bakhtarnews.af/three-civilians-martyred-in-mortar-shelling-in-

ghazni/

BBC:

e What is Ashura?, 6 december 2011. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-
middle-east-16047713

e Afghanistan: Bus blast kills three university staff, 29 mei 2021.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-57294159

e Halo Trust: Afghanistan mine clearance workers shot dead 'in cold blood’, 9
juni 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-57410265

e Afghanistan: Soldiers flee to Tajikistan after Taliban clashes, 5 juli 2021.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-57720103

e Taliban denies reports of ceasefire offer for prisoner release, 16 juli 2021.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-57848522

e Danish Siddiqui: Indian photojournalist killed in Afghanistan, 16 juli 2021.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-57859652

e Afghanistan: Street fighting rages as Taliban attack key city, 3 augustus
2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58051481

e Afghanistan: Lashkar Gah residents urged to evacuate amid Taliban battle, 3
augustus 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58068299

e Taliban capture regional capital Zaranj, 7 augustus 2021.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58119886

e Afghanistan war: Sheberghan falls to Taliban, militants say, 7 augustus
2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58127407

e Afghanistan war: At least 27 children killed in three days, UN says, 10
augustus 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58142983

e Afghanistan war: Army chief replaced as Taliban seize more cities, 12
augustus 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58170847

e Afghanistan: Major cities fall to Taliban amid heavy fighting, 12 augustus
2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58184202

e Afghans living under Taliban lament loss of freedoms, 14 augustus 2021.
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58191440

e Mapping the advance of the Taliban in Afghanistan, 16 augustus 2021.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-57933979

e Afghan interpreter tells of Taliban revenge attack on brother, 19 augustus
2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-hampshire-58269289

e Afghanistan: Taliban carrying out door-to-door manhunt, report says, 20
augustus 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58271797

e Afghanistan: Taliban tell working women to stay at home, 24 augustus
2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58315413

¢ Afghanistan: Taliban accused of killing pregnant police officer, 5 september
2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58455826

e Afghanistan: Taliban claim to have taken Panjshir Valley, 7 september 2021.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58466647

e Afghanistan crisis: Taliban kill civilians in resistance stronghold, 13
september 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58545892

e Afghanistan: Taliban hang bodies as warning in city of Herat, 25 september
2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58691824

e Afghanistan's female lawyers are on the run from men they prosecuted, 6
oktober 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58742581

e The Taliban’s secretive war against IS, 29 oktober 2021.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-59080871

o 'I feel free' - LGBT Afghan refugees arrive in UK, 30 oktober 2021.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-59102411

e Afghanistan: Taliban unveil new rules banning women in TV dramas, 21
november 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-59368488

e 'It's like hell in here’: The struggle to save Afghanistan's starving babies, 2
december 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-59419962

e Afghanistan: Girls' despair as Taliban confirm secondary school ban, 8
december 2021. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-59565558

e Afghan woman activist released after arrest in January, 13 februari 2022.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-60362532

Bicycling:
e These Afghan Women Are Defying the Patriarchy—On Bikes, 12 oktober
2020. https://www.bicycling.com/culture/a34099255/afghan-women-ride-
bikes-to-defy-patriarchy/

Bloomberg:

e As Kabul Falls, the Burga Shops of Afghanistan Get Busy, 15 augustus
2021. https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2021-08-15/the-burga-
shops-of-afghanistan-get-busy-as-a-generation-blames-u-s-betrayal

e Quiet Taliban Deal Maker Holds Key Role for Afghan Future, 7 september
2021. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-09-07/quiet-
taliban-deal-maker-holds-key-role-to-afghanistan-s-future

BNR:
e Liveblog | Weer Raketaanval Luchthaven Kabul, 30 augustus 2021.
https://www.bnr.nl/nieuws/internationaal/10451142/liveblog-afghanistan-
taliban-kabul-oorlog

Borgen Project (The):
e Gender Violence and Domestic Abuse in Afghanistan, 3 september 2020.
https://borgenproject.org/gender-violence-and-domestic-abuse-in-

afghanistan/

Bulwark (The):
e An Interview with Two Afghan Mayors About the U.S. Withdrawal from
Afghanistan, 20 april 2021. https://www.thebulwark.com/an-interview-with-
two-afghan-mayors-about-the-u-s-withdrawal-from-afghanistan/
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Busines Insider:

Business Insider, Hunted by the Taliban, Afghanistan’s former judges are
disguising themselves and going underground. T have a lot of enemies right
now,’ said one., 2 oktober 2021. https://www.businessinsider.com/judges-
in-afghanistan-are-being-hunted-and-killed-by-taliban-fighters-2021-
9?international=true&r=US&IR=T

A murder, a warning, and now Afghans worry that they could be next, 19
november 2021. https://www.businessinsider.com/a-murder-a-warning-
and-dread-in-afghanistan-2021-117international=true&r=US&IR=T

Business Standard:

Nearly 700 attacks launched on Afghanistan's Lashkargah in three weeks, 1
juni 2021. https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/nearly-
700-attacks-launched-on-afghanistan-s-lashkargah-in-three-weeks-
121060100130 1.html

CBS News:

Taliban surround major Afghan cities, ready for a showdown when U.S.
troops are gone., 8 juli 2021. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/us-
afghanistan-taliban-badghis-siege-american-war-withdrawal/

Gun battle follows deadly bombing at Afghan defense minister's home, 4
augustus 2021. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/gunmen-attack-kabul-
home-of-afghan-defense-minister/

Weddings go on in Kabul under the Taliban, but without singers, or police
seeking bribes, 31 augustus 2021.
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/afghanistan-taliban-kabul-weddings-
without-singers-or-police-seeking-bribes/

Face to face with the Taliban: Inside 60 Minutes' report from Afghanistan, 12
december 2021. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/afghanistan-taliban-ngo-
60-minutes-2021-12-12/

Christian Science Monitor (The):

CNN:

How Afghan midwives are challenging Taliban strictures on women, 7
October 2021. https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-
East/2021/1007/How-Afghan-midwives-are-challenging-Taliban-strictures-
on-women

Free speech in Afghanistan? Who is silenced by Taliban, and why., 17
december 2021. https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-
East/2021/1217/Free-speech-in-Afghanistan-Who-is-silenced-by-Taliban-
and-why

She's the first female tour guide in Afghanistan, but she's determined not to
be the last, 8 maart 2021. https://edition.cnn.com/travel/article/female-
tour-qguide-afghanistan-fatima-dst/index.html

'No one can dare ask why': What it's like to live in a town where everything
is controlled by the Taliban, 14 april 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/04/14/middleeast/afghanistan-life-under-the-
taliban-musa-qala-intl/index.html

Death toll rises to 85 in Afghanistan girls' school bomb attack, 10 mei 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/09/asia/afghanistan-girls-school-attack-
intl-hnk/index.html

Pentagon examining how to evacuate thousands who worked for US from
Afghanistan, 27 mei 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/05/26/politics/pentagon-examining-
afghanistan-evacuation/index.html

Hasty air base handover sums up America's hurried exit from its longest
war, 6 juli 2021. https://edition.cnn.com/2021/07/06/world/afghanistan-
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Taliban fighters execute 22 Afghan commandos as they try to surrender, 14
juli 2021. https://edition.cnn.com/2021/07/13/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
commandos-killed-intl-hnk/index.html

Afghan interpreter for US Army was beheaded by Taliban. Others fear they
will be hunted down too, 23 juli 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/07/22/asia/afghanistan-interpreters-taliban-
reprisals-intl-hnk/index.html

Taliban seizes Kunduz, first major Afghan city to fall in vacuum left by US
troop withdrawal, 8 augustus 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/08/asia/afghanistan-taliban-kunduz-
intl/index.html

Besieged on a 'Taliban-made island,' Kandahar's residents see no way out as
militants advance ever closer, 9 augustus 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/06/asia/afghanistan-kandahar-taliban-
threat-cmd-intl/index.html

Taliban captures key cities Herat and Ghazni, leaving Kabul increasingly
isolated, 12 augustus 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/12/asia/afghanistan-taliban-capture-
strategic-ghazni-intl/index.html

US completes evacuation of embassy in Afghanistan as flag comes down at
diplomatic compound, 15 augustus 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/08/15/politics/us-embassy-kabul-
afghanistan/index.html

Taliban accused of murdering pregnant Afghan policewoman in front of her
family, 6 september 2021. https://edition.cnn.com/2021/09/06/asia/taliban-
afghanistan-pregnant-policewoman-murder-intl/index.html

Angry and afraid, Afghanistan's LGBTQ community say they're being hunted
down after Taliban takeover, 18 september 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/09/17/middleeast/afghanistan-lgbtg-
evacuation-intl-hnk-dst/index.html

Taliban to resume issuing passports to Afghan citizens, 5 oktober 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/10/05/asia/taliban-passports-afghanistan-
intl/index.html

Taliban's religious police instructed to be more moderate, but vulnerable
Afghans say brutal justice is still being meted out, 12 oktober 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/10/11/asia/afghanistan-taliban-justice-cmd-
intl/index.html

Taliban decree on women's rights, which made no mention of school or
work, dismissed by Afghan women and experts, 4 december 2021.
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/12/03/asia/afghanistan-taliban-decree-
womens-rights-intl/index.html

Conversation (The):

Afghanistan after the US withdrawal: The Taliban speak more moderately
but their extremist rule hasn’t evolved in 20 years, 22 juli 2021.
https://theconversation.com/afghanistan-after-the-us-withdrawal-the-
taliban-speak-more-moderately-but-their-extremist-rule-hasnt-evolved-in-
20-years-164221

Correspondent (De)

Afghanistan-kenner Bette Dam over de Taliban van nu, waarom ze weer aan
de macht zijn, en hoe de wereld zich tot hen kan verhouden, 23 augustus
2021. https://decorrespondent.nl/12684/afghanistan-kenner-bette-dam-
over-de-taliban-van-nu-waarom-ze-weer-aan-de-macht-zijn-en-hoe-de-
wereld-zich-tot-hen-kan-verhouden/894130066368-5425eef2

Daily Beast:

What It's Like Growing Up Gay in Afghanistan, 13 april 2017.
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https://www.thedailybeast.com/what-its-like-growing-up-gay-in-afghanistan

Daily Sabah:

Qatar, Turkey, Taliban agree on ‘key issues’ to run Kabul airport, 28 januari
2022. https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/qatar-turkey-taliban-
agree-on-key-issues-to-run-kabul-airport

Der Spiegel:

Afghan Vice President in Letter to DER SPIEGEL: "A Deal for Surrender Won't
Happen", 30 augustus 2021.
https://www.spiegel.de/international/world/afghan-vice-president-in-letter-
to-der-spiegel-a-deal-for-surrender-won-t-happen-a-bd829772-3e85-4009-
980f-2c2e7790ed61

The Taliban’s Campaign to Rob Villagers of Their Land, 6 oktober 2021.
https://www.spiegel.de/international/world/the-new-rulers-of-afghanistan-
the-taliban-s-campaign-to-rob-villagers-of-their-land-a-f63587a2-49ef-
4430-9a5d-128a3fd74201

Deutsche Welle:

Afghanistan's Sikh refugees try to find a new home in India, 1 december
2020. https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistans-sikh-refugees-try-to-find-a-
new-home-in-india/a-
55782791#:~:text=There%20were%20nearly%20700%20members,t%20fo
und%20a%20permanent%20home.

Afghan women journalists and human rights activists are being forced into
hiding, 4 maart 2021. https://www.dw.com/en/afghan-women-journalists-
and-human-rights-activists-are-being-forced-into-hiding/a-56767606
Afghan women risk losing their rights in a new political setup, 8 maart 2021.
https://www.dw.com/en/afghan-women-risk-losing-their-rights-in-a-new-
political-setup/a-56807141v

US exit from Afghanistan: Leaving local staff at Taliban's mercy, 21 april
2021. https://www.dw.com/en/us-exit-from-afghanistan-leaving-local-staff-
at-talibans-mercy/a-57276011

Afghanistan: Mortar attack on wedding party kills 6, 30 mei 2021.
https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-mortar-attack-on-wedding-party-Kkills-
6/a-57718213

Afghanistan: US withdrawal more than 90% complete, Pentagon says, 6 juli
2021. https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-us-withdrawal-more-than-90-
complete-pentagon-says/a-58179735

The Taliban's broken promise to protect journalists, 27 augustus 2021.
https://www.dw.com/en/the-talibans-broken-promise-to-protect-
journalists/a-59006680

“Afghanistan: What will the Taliban do without an enemy to fight?”, 11
oktober 2021. https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-what-will-the-taliban-
do-without-an-enemy-to-fight/a-59467732

Afghanistan: What Taliban's new media rules mean for female actors, 28
november 2021. https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-what-talibans-new-
media-rules-mean-for-female-actors/a-59919249

Diplomat (The):

Growing Sectarianism Can Challenge Lasting Peace in Afghanistan, 15
oktober 2020. https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/growing-sectarianism-can-
challenge-lasting-peace-in-afghanistan/

The Pakistani Taliban is Back, 9 maart 2021.
https://thediplomat.com/2021/03/the-pakistani-taliban-is-back/

Western Amnesia and the Trauma of Taliban Rule, 30 april 2021.
https://thediplomat.com/2021/05/western-amnesia-and-the-trauma-of-

taliban-rule/
Amid US Pullout, Taliban Issue Threat to Afghan Journalists, 6 mei 2021.
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https://thediplomat.com/2021/05/amid-us-pullout-taliban-issue-threat-to-
afghan-journalists/

¢ What Explains Tajikistan’s Evolving Position on Afghan Refugees?, 22
september 2021. https://thediplomat.com/2021/09/what-explains-
tajikistans-evolving-position-on-afghan-refugees/

e Growing Sectarianism Can Challenge Lasting Peace in Afghanistan, 15
oktober 2020. https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/growing-sectarianism-can-
challenge-lasting-peace-in-afghanistan/

Economist (The):

e Hiding books, buying burgas: Kandahar prepares for Taliban rule, 14
augustus 2021. https://www.economist.com/1843/2021/08/13/hiding-
books-buying-burgas-afghanistan-prepares-for-taliban-rule

e The Taliban find themselves on the wrong side of an insurgency, 23 oktober
2021. https://www.economist.com/asia/2021/10/23/the-taliban-find-
themselves-on-the-wrong-side-of-an-insurgency

EFE:

e All Afghan girls to return to school after winter break: Taliban official, 19
december 2021. https://www.efe.com/efe/english/destacada/all-afghan-
girls-to-return-school-after-winter-break-taliban-official/50000261-4701520

Eurasianet:

e Afghan refugees hope Tajikistan is just a pit stop, 15 oktober 2021.

https://eurasianet.org/afghan-refugees-hope-tajikistan-is-just-a-pit-stop

FIDES, ASIA/AFGHANISTAN:
e The Italian military contingent leaves the country: the future is uncertain, 9
juni 2021. http://www.fides.org/en/news/70286-
ASIA AFGHANISTAN The Italian military contingent leaves the country t
he future is uncertain

Fikra Forum:
e Navigating Influence in Afghanistan: the Cases of Qatar and Pakistan, 26
oktober 2021. https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/navigating-influence-afghanistan-cases-qatar-and-pakistan

Financial Times:

e Taliban announces government as it faces growing crises and isolation, 7
september 2021. https://www.ft.com/content/9ccOe2ca-19ab-4614-a168-
76f1e4c1875b

¢ Haqggani network’s clever game culminates with Afghan government roles,
10 september 2021.

Foreign Policy:

e In Afghanistan, Social Media Is the Only Way to Talk Back to the Taliban, 11
september 2020. https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/09/11/in-afghanistan-
social-media-is-the-only-way-to-talk-back-to-the-taliban/

e 'The Taliban Have Tracked Me’, 20 april 2021.
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/04/20/taliban-afghanistan-withdrawal-
violence-logar-province/

e A'Life and Death Fight’ Against the Taliban in Central Afghanistan, 22 juli
2021. https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/07/22/taliban-central-afghanistan-
fighting-local-militias-bamiyan/

e 'The Taliban Have Not and Will Not Ever Change’, 3 augustus 2021.
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/08/03/afghan-war-taliban-ismail-khan-
interview/

e Afghanistan’s Hazaras Get Mixed Messages From the Taliban, 4 september
2021. https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/09/04/afghanistan-withdrawal-
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taliban-isis-k-hazaras-shia-minority-rights/

Pakistan Pitches the Taliban Regime to the World, 30 september 2020.
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/09/30/pakistan-afghanistan-support-taliban-
regime-legitimacy/

Afghan Crime Wave Adds to Taliban Dystopia, 29 oktober 2021.
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/10/29/afghanistan-crime-poverty-taliban-
economic-collapse-humanitarian-crisis/

Taliban Splintered by Internal Divisions, External Spoilers, 12 november
2021. https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/11/12/taliban-afghanistan-pakistan-
factions-fighting-division-unity/

Afghan Refugees Get Cold Welcome in Pakistan, 22 november 2021.
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/11/22/afghanistan-refugees-pakistan-
taliban-border/

France 24:

Taliban aid crackdown spreads fear over treatment of women, 4 maart
2021. https://www.rfi.fr/en/taliban-aid-crackdown-spreads-fear-over-
treatment-of-women

Taliban tribunal gives woman 40 lashes for talking to a man on the phone,
22 april 2021. https://observers.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20210426-
taliban-tribunal-gives-woman-40-lashes-for-talking-to-a-man-on-the-phone
Afghan troops flee as northern districts fall to the Taliban, 5 juli 2021.
https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20210704-security-forces-flee-
as-as-districts-in-northern-afghanistan-fall-to-taliban

Taliban offers Afghan govt three-month ceasefire in exchange for 7,000
prisoners, 15 juli 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/asia-
pacific/20210715-taliban-offers-afghan-govt-three-month-ceasefire-in-
exchange-for-7-000-prisoners

Road to ruin: Double tax and bandits on the Pakistan-Afghan trade route, 29
juli 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210729-road-to-ruin-
double-tax-and-bandits-on-the-pakistan-afghan-trade-route

L'armée afghane entend déloger les Taliban de la ville de Lashkar Gah, 4
augustus 2021. https://www.france24.com/fr/asie-pacifique/20210804-
afghanistan-I-arm%C3%A9e-afghane-entend-d%C3%A9loger-les-taliban-
de-la-ville-de-lashkar-gah

Notorious Afghan warlord returns to fight for besieged home, 5 augustus
2021. https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210805-notorious-afghan-
warlord-returns-to-fight-for-besieged-home

Fighting rages in Afghan south after Taliban's weekend blitz, 9 augustus
2021. https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210809-fighting-rages-in-
afghan-south-after-taliban-s-weekend-blitz

"Les Taliban vont nous traquer" : un couple piégé a Herat au moment de la
chute de la ville, 12 augustus 2021.
https://observers.france24.com/fr/moyen-orient/20210812-afghanistan-
chute-herat-temoignage

Timeline: Taliban's sweeping offensive, 15 augustus 2021.
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210815-timeline-the-taliban-s-
sweeping-offensive-in-afghanistan

From military commander to the Taliban's top diplomat, Mullah Baradar's
ascent to power, 16 augustus 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/asia-
pacific/20210816-from-military-commander-to-taliban-s-top-diplomat-
mullah-baradar-s-ascent-to-power

Afghan women’s groups eye uncertain future under vague ‘Islamic
framework’, 26 augustus 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/asia-
pacific/20210825-afghan-women-s-groups-eye-uncertain-future-under-
vague-islamic-framework

Afghan resistance has sanctuary in Tajikistan, but fighting Taliban a ‘non-
viable prospect’, 4 oktober 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/asia-
pacific/20211004-afghan-resistance-has-sanctuary-in-tajikistan-but-
fighting-taliban-a-non-viable-prospect
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e Taliban summon Afghan interpreters who worked for Dutch, threaten
families, 5 oktober 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/asia-
pacific/20211005-taliban-summon-afghan-interpreters-who-worked-for-
dutch-threaten-families

e Afghanistan to start issuing passports again after Taliban takeover, 5
oktober 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20211005-
afghanistan-to-start-issuing-passports-again-after-taliban-takeover

e FRANCE 24 report: On the streets of Kabul with the Taliban police, 27
oktober 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/video/20211027-france-24-
report-on-the-streets-of-kabul-with-the-taliban-police

e Mullah Omar's son on TV as Taliban polish public image, 27 oktober 2021.
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211027-mullah-omar-s-son-on-
tv-as-taliban-polish-public-image

e The Taliban has a hit list for the Afghan LGBT community, NGO says, 2
november 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20211102-the-
taliban-has-a-kill-list-for-the-afghan-lgbt-community-ngo-says

e Four women slain in Afghanistan after phone call ‘to join evacuation flight’, 6
november 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20211106-four-
women-slain-in-afghanistan-after-phone-call-to-join-evacuation-flight

e Islamabad bids to quell rise in Pakistani Taliban attacks, 15 november 2021.
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211115-islamabad-bids-to-quell-
rise-in-pakistani-taliban-attacks

e Taliban to Afghan networks: stop airing shows with women actors, 21
november 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211121-
taliban-to-afghan-networks-stop-airing-shows-with-women-actors

e Taliban allow protest calling for Afghan assets to be released, 21 december
2021. https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211221-taliban-allow-
protest-calling-for-afghan-assets-to-be-released

e Suicide bomber shot dead as Taliban fighters gather for passports, 23
december 2021. https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20211223-
suicide-bomber-shot-dead-as-taliban-fighters-gather-for-passports

e Taliban religious police issue posters ordering women to cover up, 7 januari
2022. https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220107-taliban-religious-
police-issue-posters-ordering-women-to-cover-up

e Taliban militants pepper spray women protesting for the right to work,
education, 16 januari 2022. https://www.france24.com/en/asia-
pacific/20220116-taliban-militants-pepper-spray-women-protesting-for-the-
right-to-work-education

¢ Afghan women rally at Taliban approved protest, 26 januari 2022.
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220126-afghan-women-rally-at-
taliban-approved-protest

e Pakistan’s ‘good Taliban-bad Taliban’ strategy backfires, posing regional
risks, 9 februari 2022. https://www.france24.com/en/asia-
pacific/20220209-pakistan-s-good-taliban-bad-taliban-strategy-backfires-
posing-regional-risks

e Taliban staging massive house-to-house sweep across Kabul, 27 februari
2022. https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220227-taliban-staging-
massive-house-to-house-sweep-across-kabul

France Inter :
e Femme, jeune et éduquée : la cible des assassins en Afghanistan, 5 maart
2021. https://www.franceinter.fr/emissions/geopolitique/geopolitique-05-
mars-2021

Frontier Post :
e Taliban announces creation of new Supreme Court of Afghanistan, oktober
2021. https://thefrontierpost.com/taliban-announces-creation-of-new-
supreme-court-of-afghanistan/
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Groene Amsterdammer (De) :

Afghanistan en het eenzijdige verhaal: Pas op voor de schoonmaker, 11
augustus 2021. https://www.groene.nl/artikel/pas-op-voor-de-schoonmaker

Guardian (The):

Nine-year-old child bride reportedly killed by husband in Afghanistan, 31 juli
2018. https://www.thequardian.com/global-development/2018/jul/31/nine-
year-old-child-bride-reportedly-killed-by-husband-afghanistan

'T lost consciousness': woman whipped by the Taliban over burga without
veil, 18 april 2019. https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2019/apr/18/woman-whipped-by-the-taliban-over-burga-
without-veil-afghanistan

'Divorce isn't an option': Afghan women find hope in saffron scheme, 23 juni
2020. https://www.thequardian.com/global-
development/2020/jun/23/divorce-isnt-an-option-afghan-women-find-hope-
in-saffron-scheme

Taliban denies targeting media after 50th journalist dies in Afghanistan, 3
december 2020.

'Violence starts at home': the Afghan women tackling domestic abuse at its
source, 29 januari 2021. 'Violence starts at home': the Afghan women
tackling domestic abuse at its source | Global development | The Guardian
Taliban threaten Afghan security guards who work for Australian embassy in
Kabul, 29 mei 2021. https://www.theguardian.com/australia-
news/2021/may/29/taliban-threaten-afghan-security-quards-who-work-for-
australian-embassy-in-kabul

UK to bring home last remaining troops in Afghanistan this weekend, 2 juli
2021. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/02/uk-to-bring-home-
last-remaining-troops-in-afghanistan-this-weekend

After the retreat: what now for Afghanistan?, 4 juli 2021.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/04/after-the-retreat-what-
now-for-afghanistan

Taliban sweep through Herat province as Afghan advance continues, 9 juli
2021. https://www.thequardian.com/world/2021/jul/09/taliban-sweep-
through-herat-province-as-afghan-advance-continues

Afghanistan stunned by scale and speed of security forces’ collapse, 13 juli
2021. https://www.thequardian.com/world/2021/jul/13/afghanistan-
stunned-by-scale-and-speed-of-security-forces-collapse

Herat residents fear Taliban in their homes and workplaces as it masses
outside city, 31 juli 2021.
https://www.thequardian.com/world/2021/jul/31/herat-residents-fear-
taliban-in-their-homes-and-workplaces-as-it-masses-outside-city

Taliban suicide-bomb attack targets defence minister’s Kabul home, 4
augustus 2021. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/04/taliban-
suicide-bomb-attack-targets-defence-ministers-kabul-home

Major coup for Taliban as fighters take Afghan city of Kunduz, 8 augustus
2021. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/08/taliban-seize-
symbolic-victory-with-capture-of-kunduz

Taliban tighten grip on approaches to Kabul in Afghanistan offensive, 12
augustus 2021.
https://www.thequardian.com/world/2021/aug/12/afghanistan-taliban-
lashkar-gah--army-chief-is-replaced

UK and US send troops to aid evacuation from Afghanistan as Taliban
advance, 13 augustus 2021.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/12/taliban-claim-capture-
kandahar-grip-on-afghanistan-grows

‘Nowhere to go’: divorced Afghan women in peril as the Taliban close in, 13
augustus 2021. https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2021/aug/13/nowhere-to-go-divorced-afghan-women-in-peril-
as-the-taliban-close-in

Seven days that shook Afghanistan: how city after city fell to the Taliban, 14
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augustus 2021. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/13/seven-
days-that-shook-afghanistan-how-city-after-city-fell-to-the-taliban

e Afghanistan: thousands stranded in Kabul as Taliban go door-to-door, 20
augustus 2021.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/20/afghanistan-kabul-
evacuations-thousands-taliban-search

e Afghanistan reports of torture and killing contradict Taliban’s promises, 21
augustus 2021.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/20/afghanistan-reports-of-
torture-and-killing-contradict-taliban-promises

e Women can continue working in Afghan government, say Taliban, 1
september 2021. https://www.thequardian.com/world/2021/sep/01/women-
can-continue-working-in-afghan-government-say-taliban

e Afghanistan: fewer than 100 out of 700 female journalists still working, 1
september 2021.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/01/afghanistan-only-handful-
of-female-journalists-still-
working#:~:text=Afghanistan%3A%20fewer%20than%20100%200ut%200
f%20700%20female%20journalists%?20still%20working,-
Women%20forced%20out&text=Female%20journalists%20in%20Afghanista
n%?20are,freedom%2C%20according%?20t0%?20a%?20report.

¢ 'They came for my daughter’: Afghan single mothers face losing children
under Taliban, 8 september 2021. https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2021/sep/08/they-came-for-my-daughter-afghan-single-
mothers-face-losing-children-under-taliban

e Taliban ban protests and slogans that don't have their approval, 8
september 2021. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/08/taliban-
ban-protests-and-slogans-that-dont-have-their-approval

¢ 'We don’t want people to be in a panic,’ says chief of Taliban morality police,
19 september 2021.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/19/persuasion-first-violence-
later-the-talibans-new-vice-and-virtue-approach

e Kabul government’s female workers told to stay at home by Taliban, 19
september 2021. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/19/kabul-
governments-female-workers-told-to-stay-at-home-by-taliban

¢ ‘We don’t want people to be in a panic,’ says chief of Taliban morality police,
19 september 2021.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/19/persuasion-first-violence-
later-the-talibans-new-vice-and-virtue-approach

e ‘Necessary for security’: veteran Taliban enforcer says amputations will
resume, 24 september 2021.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/24/afghanistan-taliban-
enforcer-says-amputations-will-
resume#:~:text=%27Necessary%?20for%?20security%27%3A%20veteran%
20Taliban%?20enforcer%20says%20amputations%20will%?20resume,-
This%20article%?20is&text=The%?20Taliban%20will%20resume%?20executio
ns,harsh%20version%?200f%20Islamic%?20justice.

e ‘I don't know where to go’: uncertain fate of the women in Kabul's shelters,
1 oktober 2021. https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2021/oct/01/i-dont-know-where-to-go-uncertain-fate-of-the-
women-in-kabuls-shelters

e Shia mosque bombing kills dozens in Afghan city of Kunduz, 8 oktober 2021.
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/oct/08/deadly-bomb-attack-hits-
shia-mosque-in-afghan-city-of-kunduz

¢ Women’s rights activist shot dead in northern Afghanistan, 5 november
2021. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/nov/05/womens-rights-
activist-shot-dead-in-northern-afghanistan

e Crowds flock to Kabul passport office in bid to flee Taliban rule, 20 december
2021. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/dec/19/hundreds-queue-
for-passports-in-bid-to-leave-afghanistan
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Hasht-e Subh Daily:

Her

Forced Displacement of Daikundi Residents Was Put Off to Next Spring, 28
september 2021. https://8am.af/eng/forced-displacement-of-daikundi-
residents-was-put-off-to-next-spring/

Denial of Facts Intricates the Situation, 15 november 2021.
https://8am.af/eng/denial-of-facts-intricates-the-situation/

2 Clerks Killed, 3 Others Injured in Kapisa, 24 november 2021.
https://8am.af/eng/2-clerks-killed-3-others-injured-in-kapisa/

An Increase in Criminal Offenses Has Raised Concerns Among Baghlan
Residents, 7 december 2021. https://8am.af/eng/an-increase-in-criminal-
offenses-has-raised-concerns-among-baghlan-residents/m

Prosecutors in Panjshir Province Are in Preventive Custody, 9 december
2021. https://8am.af/eng/prosecutors-in-panjshir-province-are-in-
preventive-custody/

A Religious Scholar Killed in Kabul, 18 december 2021.
https://8am.af/eng/a-religious-scholar-killed-in-kabul/

147 Criminals Arrested in Herat Province, 22 december 2021.

Taliban Leader Urges the Group’s Fighters to Respect the General Amnesty,
30 december 2021. https://8am.af/eng/taliban-leader-urges-the-groups-
fighters-to-respect-the-general-amnesty/

Taliban Severely Restrict Media in Central Afghanistan, 22 januari 2022.
https://8am.af/eng/taliban-severely-restrict-media-in-central-afghanistan/
Clashes Between the Taliban and NRF Forces Continued for the Third Day,
26 januari 2022. https://8am.af/eng/clashes-between-the-taliban-and-nrf-
forces-continued-for-the-third-day/

'Girls my age should not be married': Child bride married at age 11 speaks
out for World Refugee Day, juli 2020. https://www.her.ie/news/qgirls-age-
not-married-child-bride-married-age-11-506468

Hindustan Times:

Over 180 Sikh families from Afghanistan arrive in India on ‘long-term’ visas,
4 september 2020. Over 180 Sikh families from Afghanistan arrive in India
on ‘long-term’ visas - YouTube

Pakistan will shut its border with Afghanistan in ‘national interest’ if Taliban
takes over post-US withdrawal, 27 juli 2021.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/pakistan-will-shut-its-border-
with-afghanistan-in-national-interest-if-taliban-takes-over-post-us-
withdrawal-101624813032555.html

Taliban express their intention to build their own Air Force in Afghanistan, 7
november 2021. https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/taliban-
express-their-intention-to-build-their-own-air-force-in-afghanistan-
101636276230161.html

Special chartered flight from Kabul to land in Delhi with Afghan Sikhs,
Hindus & Indians today, 10 december 2021.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/flight-from-kabul-to-land-in-
delhi-with-afghan-sikhs-hindus-indians-today-101639117168637.html

Independent (The):
°

The battle for Mazar-i-Sharif: Meet the volunteers fighting back against the
Taliban on Afghanistan’s front line, 13 juli.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/mazarisharif-afghanistan-
taliban-militias-security-forces-b1882465.html

On the front line in Afghanistan with Ismail Khan, the ‘Lion of Herat’, 9
augustus 2021. https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/south-
asia/afghanistan-herat-khan-battle-taliban-b1899576.html

Every Afghan citizen has right to a passport, says Taliban official, 21
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oktober 2021. https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/south-asia/afghan-
citizens-right-to-passport-taliban-b1942527.html

India.com:
e 42 Freed in One Day From Taliban Jail in Afghanistan, 16 februari 2021.
https://www.india.com/news/world/42-freed-in-one-day-from-taliban-jail-
in-afghanistan-4426746/

Indian Express (The):
e A year after Kabul attack, Afghan Sikhs long for a settled life, 25 maart
2021. https://indianexpress.com/article/india/a-year-after-kabul-attack-
afghan-sikhs-long-for-a-settled-life-7244180/

India Today:

e Govt invites citizenship applications from non-Muslim refugees from
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 29 juni 2021.
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/govt-invites-citizenship-applications-
non-muslim-refugees-afghanistan-pakistan-bangladesh-five-states-
1808351-2021-05-29

InfoMigrants:
e Etre LGBTQ en Afghanistan : I'exil comme seule option, 1 november 2021.
https://www.infomigrants.net/fr/post/35601/etre-Igbtg-en-afghanistan--
lexil-comme-seule-option

Intercept (The):

e Afghan Resistance Leaders, Long Backed by Cia, Have Fled Following Taliban
Takeover, 21 september 2021.
https://theintercept.com/2021/09/21/afghanistan-taliban-ahmad-massoud-
flee

e Facebook Grants Government of Afghanistan Limited Posting Rights, 23
november 2021. https://theintercept.com/2021/11/23/facebook-
afghanistan-taliban-exception/

Interpreter (The):
e Afghanistan: The Hazara dread, 24 september 2021.
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/afghanistan-hazara-dread

Iteraaz:
e Transformation Of Café Culture In Kabul, Afghanistan, 26 januari 2021.
https://iteraaz.com/2021/01/26/transformation-of-cafe-culture-in-kabul-
afghanistan/

Kabul NOW:
e Taliban kidnap senior members of Ghazni’s appeal court, 19 september
2020.

e Taliban abduct 18 civilians in Maidan Wardak province, 25 november 2020.
https://kabulnow.com/2020/11/taliban-abduct-18-civilians-in-maidan-
wardak-province/

e Taliban kidnap four civilians in Qarabagh district of Ghazni, 10 januari 2021.
https://kabulnow.com/2021/01/taliban-kidnap-four-civilians-in-qarabagh-
district-of-ghazni/

e ANA will create battalion in Bamyan as violence intensifies, 3 februari 2021.
https://kabulnow.com/2021/02/ana-will-create-battalion-in-bamyan-as-
violence-intensifies/

e Officials lambasted Herat cleric for his anti-government remarks, 21 februari
2021. https://kabulnow.com/2021/02/officials-lambasted-herat-cleric-for-
his-anti-government-remarks/
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Newly-appointed governor promises to curb Taliban’s growing power in
Ghor, 8 april 2021. https://kabulnow.com/2021/04/newly-appointed-
governor-promises-to-curb-talibans-growing-power-in-ghor/

Unknown gunmen shot dead religious scholar in Sheberghan, 25 juli 2021.
https://kabulnow.com/2021/07/unknown-gunmen-shot-dead-religious-
scholar-in-sheberghan/

Kabul Times (The):

Passport issuance started in seven more provinces, 16 november 2021.
https://thekabultimes.qgov.af/passport-issuance-started-in-seven-more-

provinces/

Khaama Press:

Four key Taliban group leaders ambushed in Laghman province, 1 oktober
2018. https://www.khaama.com/four-key-taliban-group-leaders-ambushed-
in-laghman-province-06069/

Taliban gang-raped, shot a teenager dead in Jawzjan: Officials claim, 6 april
2021. https://www.khaama.com/taliban-gang-raped-shot-a-teenager-dead-
in-jawzjan-officials-claim-65463222/

Three people whipped in Herat for eating during the ‘Ramadan’ month, 20
april 2021. https://www.khaama.com/three-people-whipped-in-herat-for-
eating-during-the-ramadan-month-64635222/

Dozens of civilians killed, wounded in separate roadside bomb blasts, 10 mei
2021. https://www.khaama.com/dozens-of-civilians-killed-wounded-in-
separate-roadside-bomb-blasts-75745362/

Armed Taliban men kill a young physician in the western Herat province, 27
november 2021. https://www.khaama.com/taliban-forces-kill-a-young-
physician-in-the-western-herat-province-87686/

Hundreds protest in Panjshir over murder of a young man, 27 december
2021. https://www.khaama.com/hundreds-protest-in-panjshir-over-murder-
of-a-young-man-987976/

Over 2,500 Taliban affiliates dissociated over misdemeanor, 8 januari 2022.
https://www.khaama.com/over-2500-taliban-affiliates-dissociated-over-

misdemeanor/

La Prensa Latina:

Taliban kidnap 28 Hazara travelers in Afghanistan, 25 november 2020.
https://www.laprensalatina.com/taliban-kidnap-28-hazara-travelers-in-
afghanistan/

40 civilians die in Afghan fighting, Lashkargah residents urged to evacuate,
3 augustus 2021. https://www.laprensalatina.com/40-civilians-die-in-
afghan-fighting-lashkargah-residents-urged-to-evacuate/

Latestly:

Taliban Issues Diktat Asking Local Religious Leaders for List of Girls Above
15, Widows Under 45 To Be Married to Their Fighters: Reports, 16 juli 2021.
https://sg.news.yahoo.com/taliban-issues-diktat-asking-local-
102240143.html

Le Monde:

L'Afghanistan aux mains des talibans, vent de panique a 'aéroport de
Kaboul, 16 augustus 2021.
https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2021/08/16/l-afghanistan-aux-
mains-des-talibans-vent-de-panique-a-l-aeroport-de-

kaboul 6091541 3210.html

En Afghanistan, la théocratie des talibans déja confrontée a ses vieux
démons, 5 oktober 2021.
https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2021/10/05/en-afghanistan-la-
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https://kabulnow.com/2021/07/unknown-gunmen-shot-dead-religious-scholar-in-sheberghan/
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https://thekabultimes.gov.af/passport-issuance-started-in-seven-more-provinces/
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https://www.khaama.com/four-key-taliban-group-leaders-ambushed-in-laghman-province-06069/
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https://www.khaama.com/taliban-gang-raped-shot-a-teenager-dead-in-jawzjan-officials-claim-65463222/
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https://www.khaama.com/three-people-whipped-in-herat-for-eating-during-the-ramadan-month-64635222/
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https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2021/10/05/en-afghanistan-la-theocratie-des-talibans-deja-confrontee-a-ses-vieux-demons_6097153_3232.html

theocratie-des-talibans-deja-confrontee-a-ses-vieux-
demons 6097153 3232.html

e Le clan Hagqgani, I'ombre d’Al-Qaida sur les talibans, 3 november 2021.
https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2021/11/03/le-clan-haggani-I-
ombre-d-al-gaida-sur-les-talibans 6100788 3210.html

o « A quoi ca sert d’aller a I’école si tu ne peux pas travailler ? » : confidences
de femmes afghanes dans un salon de beauté, a Kandahar, 10 november
2021. https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2021/11/09/a-quoi-ca-
sert-d-aller-a-l-ecole-si-tu-ne-peux-pas-travailler-a-kandahar-avec-les-
femmes-afghanes 6101479 3210.html

Le Point :

e Afghanistan: les Hazaras craignent le pire avec le départ des Américains, 28
januari 2021. https://www.lepoint.fr/monde/afghanistan-les-hazaras-
craignent-le-pire-avec-le-depart-des-americains-28-01-2021-

2411653 24.php

e Afghanistan : 40 civils tués et 118 blessés en 24 heures a Lashkar Gah, 3
augustus 2021. https://www.lepoint.fr/monde/afghanistan-40-civils-tues-et-
118-blesses-en-24-heures-a-lashkar-gah-03-08-2021-2437672 24.php

I'Humanite :

e Afghanistan. Reportage a la prison de Kandahar, ou s'applique la charia
version talibans, 15 december 2021.
https://www.humanite.fr/monde/afghanistan/afghanistan-reportage-la-
prison-de-kandahar-ou-sapplique-la-charia-version

Libération :
e Naitre et donner la vie en pays pachtoun, 11 april 2020.
https://www.liberation.fr/planete/2020/04/11/naitre-et-donner-la-vie-en-
pays-pachtoun 1784871/

Los Angeles Times :

e They grew up under U.S. occupation. What happens when the troops leave?,
16 november 2020. https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-11-
16/young-afghans-face-taliban-uncertain-future

e U.S. troops are leaving Afghanistan, but Al Qaeda remains, 30 april 2021.
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2021-04-30/us-troops-are-leaving-
afghanistan-but-al-gaeda-remains

e In Afghanistan, minority Hazaras are being killed at school, at play, even at
birth, 18 juni 2021. https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2021-06-
18/afghan-hazaras-being-killed-at-school-play-even-at-birth

e Seven dead in bombing of minivan in Afghanistan, Taliban says, 22 januari
2022. https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2022-01-22/taliban-
says-bombers-target-minivan-in-afghanistan-7-dead

Marie Claire:
e Afghanistan : défier la mort pour donner la vie, 3 december 2020.
https://www.marieclaire.fr/afghanistan-defier-la-mort-pour-donner-la-
vie, 1363884.asp

MEMRI:

e Afghan Taliban Statement Opposes Equal Rights Or Share In Power For Non-
Muslim Religious Minorities In Afghanistan, 8 juni 2021.
https://www.memri.org/jttm/afghan-taliban-statement-opposes-equal-
rights-or-share-power-non-muslim-religious-minorities

MENAFM:
e Afghanistan-Taliban: the Monster of Terror and Kidnap in Highways of
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Central Areas, 16 januari 2021.
http://outlookafghanistan.net/topics.php?post id=28451

Military Times:

Afghan government, Taliban ready to set agenda for peace talks, US envoy
says, 2 december 2020.
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2020/12/02/afghan-government-
taliban-ready-to-set-agenda-for-peace-talks-us-envoy-says/

Afghan official: Mortar attack in Kandahar kills 5 people, 1 augustus 2021.
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2021/08/01/afghan-
official-mortar-attack-in-kandahar-kills-5-people/

MIT Technology Review:

MSF:

This is the real story of the Afghan biometric databases abandoned to the
Taliban, 30 augustus 2021.
https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/08/30/1033941/afghanistan-
biometric-databases-us-military-40-data-points/

Conflit en Afghanistan : La Situation a Lashkar Gah, Kandahar et Kunduz,
12 augustus 2021. https://www.msf-azg.be/fr/news/conflit-en-afghanistan-
la-situation-%C3%A0-lashkar-gah-kandahar-et-kunduz

National Geographic:

As the Taliban return, Afghanistan's past threatens its future, 15 augustus
2021. https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/as-the-taliban-
rise-again-afghanistans-past-threatens-its-present

National News (The):

Former vice president in Panjshir Valley claims he is Afghan president, 26
augustus 2021.
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/asia/2021/08/26/former-vice-
president-in-panjshir-valley-claims-he-is-afghan-president/

Taliban targets families of exiles: interpreter reveals violent intimidation, 1
september 2021. https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/uk-
news/2021/09/01/taliban-targets-exiles-families-interpreter-reveals-
violent-intimidation/

National World (The):

NBC:

‘T'll kill myself before I return’: Afghan women face higher threat of abuse
during Covid, 19 februari 2021. ‘I'll kill myself before I return’: Afghan
women face higher threat of abuse during Covid | The National
(thenationalnews.com)

As foreign forces depart Afghanistan, local staff at embassies ask: ‘What
about us?’, 30 april 2021. https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/asia/as-
foreign-forces-depart-afghanistan-local-staff-at-embassies-ask-what-about-
us-1.1213756

Gunmen kill 3 after fight about music playing at wedding party in
Afghanistan, 1 november 2021.
https://www.nbchnews.com/news/world/gunmen-kill-3-row-music-playing-
wedding-party-afghanistan-taliban-blam-
rcna4203+#:~:text=Preferences%20Sign%200ut-
,Gunmen%?20kill%203%20after%20fight%20about%20music%20playing%?2
0at%20wedding,one%20resident%20told%20NBC%20News.&text=Three%
20people%20were%20shot%20dead,could%20be%20played%2C%20reside
nts%20said.

Desperate for cash, Afghan families are selling young daughters into
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marriage, 21 november 2021.
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/afghan-families-sell-daughters-
marriage-economy-collapses-rcna5829

NDTV:

e Taliban Say Burga Not Mandatory For Women, Hijab Is, 17 augustus 2021.
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/taliban-say-burga-not-mandatory-for-
women-hijab-is-2512746

e 4 Women, Including Activist, Killed In Afghanistan: Taliban, 6 november
2021. https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/4-women-including-activist-
killed-in-afghanistan-taliban-2601170

e Taliban Members Are Now Governors, Police Chiefs In Afghanistan, 8
november 2021. https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/taliban-members-are-
now-governors-police-chiefs-in-afghanistan-2602517

e Man Arrested For Allegedly Trafficking 130 Women In Afghanistan, 16
november 2021. https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/afghanistan-taliban-
takeover-afghanistan-news-kabul-news-man-arrested-for-allegedly-
trafficking-130-women-in-afghanistan-2613020

New Humanitarian (The)

e Sorrow and Stigma: The Double Tragegy of Afghanistan’s Young Widows, 8
februari 2018.
https://deeply.thenewhumanitarian.org/womensadvancement/articles/2018
/02/08/sorrow-and-stigma-the-double-tragedy-of-afghanistans-young-
widows

¢ Afghanistan’s missing coronavirus patients: Women, 24 juni 2020.
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2020/06/24/Afghanistan-
coronavirus-health-women

e COVID-19 drives a quiet crisis in Afghanistan: Female suicide, 16 december
2020. https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-
feature/2020/12/16/Afghanistan-women-economy-gender-based-violence

e As deportations soar, Afghan returnees struggle on home soil, 26 januari
2021. https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2021/01/26/iran-
afghanistan-migrant-returns-refugees-conflict-coronavirus-economy

e Tuberculosis hits more men than women. But not in Afghanistan., 24
februari 2021. https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-
feature/2021/2/24/tuberculosis-hits-more-women-in-afghanistan

Newlines Institute/Newlines Magazine:
¢ What About the Boys: A Gendered Analysis of the U.S. Withdrawal and
Bacha Bazi in Afghanistan, 24 juni 2021.
https://newlinesinstitute.org/afghanistan/what-about-the-boys-a-gendered-

analysis-of-the-u-s-withdrawal-and-bacha-bazi-in-afghanistan/

e In the Afghan Capital, the Economic Desperation Is Palpable, 7 december
2021. https://newlinesmag.com/letter-from-kabul/in-the-afghan-capital-
the-economic-desperation-is-palpable/

e Is This the Future of Taliban Rule?, 13 december 2021.
https://newlinesmag.com/reportage/is-this-the-future-of-taliban-rule/

Newsweek:

e Taliban Seeks U.S. Assent to World Recognition, Even as ISIS Strikes from
Within, 16 november 2021. https://www.newsweek.com/taliban-seeks-us-
assent-world-recognition-even-isis-strikes-within-1647643

NewsGram:

¢ What about Sikhs and Hindus in Afghanistan?, 26 november 2021.

https://www.newsgram.com/what-about-sikhs-and-hindus-in-afghanistan

News 18:
e In Goodwill Gesture, Taliban Sends 114 Afghan Sikhs to Delhi Today, 10
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december 2021. https://www.news18.com/news/india/in-goodwill-gesture-
taliban-sends-114-afghan-sikhs-to-delhi-today-4539728.html

New Yorker (The)

The People We're Leaving Behind in Afghanistan, 29 juni 2021.
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/the-people-were-
leaving-behind-in-afghanistan

The Other Afghan Women, 13 september 2021.
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/09/13/the-other-afghan-
women

New York Times (The):

A Thin Line of Defense Against ‘Honor Killings’, 2 maart 2015.
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/03/world/asia/afghanistan-a-thin-line-
of-defense-against-honor-killings.html

In Afghanistan, ‘I Feel Like a Divorced Woman Is Up for Grabs’, 17 april
2017. https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/17/world/asia/afghan-women-
divorce.html

No Justice, ‘No Value’ for Women in a Lawless Afghan Province, 8 juli 2017.
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/08/world/asia/afghanistan-women-
honor-killings.html

Shelters Have Saved Countless Afghan Women. So Why Are They Afraid?,
17 maart 2018.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/17/world/asia/afghanistan-womens-
shelters.html

A Generation of Widows, Raising Children Who Will Be Forged by Loss, 1
december 2018.
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/01/world/asia/afghanistan-widows-
war.html

In Kabul’s Liberating Cafes, ‘Women Make the Culture Here, Not Men’, 25
mei 2019. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/25/world/asia/afghanistan-
kabul-women-cafes.html

They Fight Suicide Bombers. But Can Afghan Police Fight Crime?, 8 februari
2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/08/world/asia/kabul-crime-
police.html

India Offers Escape to Afghan Hindus and Sikhs Facing Attacks, 19 juli
2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/19/world/asia/india-afghanistan-
sikh-hindu.html

A Girl’s Heroic Battle Against the Taliban Was Also a Family Feud, 22 juli
2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/22/world/asia/afghan-hero-
woman-taliban.html

Fighting Patriarchy, and Fearing Worse From the Taliban, 15 september
2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/06/world/afghanistan-women-
taliban.html

With Delay in Afghan Peace Talks, a Creeping Sense of ‘Siege’ Around
Kabul, 22 september 2020.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/23/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
attacks-kabul.html

An Afghan Boy’s Rape and Death Prompt a Rare Response: Arrests, 9
oktober 2020.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/23/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
attacks-kabul.html

In Former Taliban Stronghold, Defiant Women Hit the Gym, 12 oktober
2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/12/world/asia/afghanistan-
women-gym-kandahar.html

A Radical Cleric Ignites an Islamist Resistance in Afghanistan, 22 oktober
2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/22/world/asia/afghanistan-cleric-

shariah.html
An Afghan Mayor Expected to Die. Instead, She Lost Her Father., 12
november 2020.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/06/world/asia/afghanistan-mayor-
zarifa-ghafari.html

¢ Afghan and Taliban Negotiators Agree on Peace Talks’ Procedures, 2
december 2020. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/02/world/asia/afghan-
and-taliban-negotiators-agree-on-peace-talks-procedures.html

e U.S. Leaves Behind Afghan Bases — and a Legacy of Land Disputes, 8
december 2020.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/08/world/asia/afghanistan-land-
military-bases.html

¢ Afghan War Casualty Report: December 2020, 31 december 2020.
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/10/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-
december-2020.html

e Targeted Killings Are Terrorizing Afghans. And No One Is Claiming Them., 2
januari 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/02/world/asia/afghanistan-targeted-
killings.html

e How the Taliban Outlasted a Superpower: Tenacity and Carnage, 15 januari
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/26/world/asia/taliban-
afghanistan-war.html

e Afghan Leaders Sideline Spokesmen in an Escalating Misinformation War,
15 januari 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/10/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
information-war.html

e 'There Is No Safe Area’: In Kabul, Fear Has Taken Over, 17 januari 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/17/world/asia/afghanistan-kabul-
taliban-violence.html

e Afghan War Casualty Report: January 2021, 31 januari 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/07/world/asia/afghan-war-casualties-
january-2021.html

e What to Know About the Afghan Peace Talks, 15 februari 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/01/world/asia/afghanistan-peace-
talks.html

e ‘I Wake Up and Scream’: Secret Taliban Prisons Terrorize Thousands, 27
februari 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/27/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
prison.html

e Afghan War Casualty Report: February 2021, 28 febuari 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/04/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-
report-february.html

e They Were Journalists, and Women, and Targeted for Both, 12 maart 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/05/world/asia/afghanistan-women-
journalists.html

¢ How a Longstanding Rivalry Spiraled Into 5 Deaths Between 2 Families, 13
maart 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/13/world/asia/afghan-
journalist-vendetta-killings.html

e Foes in Afghan War See a Common Threat of Islamic State’s Return, 22
maart 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/22/world/asia/islamic-
state-afghanistan.html

e In Kabul's Streets, Dogs Rule the Night, 22 maart 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/21/world/asia/kabul-dogs-crime.html

e Inside the Shadowy Militias Luring Unsuspecting Afghans to Fight, or Die,
22 maart 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/04/world/asia/afghanistan-militias-
balkh-taliban.html

e Afghan War Casualty Report: March 2021, 31 maart 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/04/world/asia/afghan-casualty-report-
march-2021.html

e Afghan President in ‘Desperate Situation’ as His Power Is Undermined, 23
april 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/10/world/asia/afghanistan-
ashraf-ghani.html
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e How Long Can the Afghan Security Forces Last on Their Own?, 28 april
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/28/world/asia/afghanistan-
security-forces.html

e Afghan War Casualty Report: April 2021, 30 april 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/08/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-
report-april-2021.html

e Afghan Women Fear the Worst, Whether War or Peace Lies Ahead, 1 mei
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/18/world/asia/women-
afghanistan-withdrawal-us.html

e 'Why Do We Deserve to Die?’ Kabul's Hazaras Bury Their Daughters., 9 mei
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/09/world/europe/afghanistan-
school-attack-hazaras.html

e In Taliban-Controlled Areas, Girls Are Fleeing for One Thing: an Education,
17 mei 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/17/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-girls-

school.html

¢ A wave of Afghan surrenders to Taliban picks up peek, 27 mei 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/27/world/asia/afghan-surrender-
taliban.html

e Afghan War Casualty Report: May 2021, 3 juni 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/06/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-
report-may-2021.html

e 'Find Him and Kill Him’: An Afghan Pilot’s Desperate Escape, 9 juni 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/03/world/asia/afghanistan-pilot-
escape-us.html

e Attacked and Vulnerable, Some Afghans Are Forming Their Own Armies, 24
juni 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/22/world/asia/vulnerable-
afghans-forming-militias.html

e Afghan War Casualty Report: June 2021, 30 juni 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/03/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-
report-june-2021.html

e U.S. Leaves Its Last Afghan Base, Effectively Ending Operations, 4 juli
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/02/world/asia/afghanistan-
bagram-us-withdrawal.html

e A Wave of Afghan Surrenders to the Taliban Picks Up Speed, 7 juli 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/27/world/asia/afghan-surrender-
taliban.html

¢ Back to Militias, the Chaotic Afghan Way of War, 17 juli 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/17/world/asia/afghanistan-militias-
taliban.html

e Selling Fruit Where the Taliban Stalk the Streets, 21 juli 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/14/world/asia/afghanistan-kunduz-
taliban.html

e As Afghan Forces Crumble, an Air of Unreality Grips the Capital, 22 juli
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/02/world/asia/afghanistan-
withdrawal-taliban.html

e Afghan Civilian Casualties Soar as U.S. Exits, Monitors Say, 26 juli 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/26/world/asia/afghan-civilian-
casualties.html

e Afghan War Casualty Report: July 2021, 5 augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/08/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-
report-july-2021.html

e Key Afghan City in Danger of Falling to the Taliban, 31 juli 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/31/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
lashkar-
gah.html#:~:text=KABUL%2C%20Afghanistan%20%E2%80%94%20An%
20important%20city,Afghan%20airstrikes%20in%20recent%20days.

e As Fears Grip Afghanistan, Hundreds of Thousands Flee, 31 juli 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/31/world/asia/afghanistan-migration-
taliban.html

Pagina 201 of 226


https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/28/world/asia/afghanistan-security-forces.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/28/world/asia/afghanistan-security-forces.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/08/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-2021.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/08/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-report-april-2021.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/18/world/asia/women-afghanistan-withdrawal-us.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/18/world/asia/women-afghanistan-withdrawal-us.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/09/world/europe/afghanistan-school-attack-hazaras.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/09/world/europe/afghanistan-school-attack-hazaras.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/17/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-girls-school.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/17/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-girls-school.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/27/world/asia/afghan-surrender-taliban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/27/world/asia/afghan-surrender-taliban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/06/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-report-may-2021.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/06/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-report-may-2021.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/03/world/asia/afghanistan-pilot-escape-us.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/03/world/asia/afghanistan-pilot-escape-us.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/22/world/asia/vulnerable-afghans-forming-militias.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/22/world/asia/vulnerable-afghans-forming-militias.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/03/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-2021.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/03/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-report-june-2021.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/02/world/asia/afghanistan-bagram-us-withdrawal.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/02/world/asia/afghanistan-bagram-us-withdrawal.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/27/world/asia/afghan-surrender-taliban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/27/world/asia/afghan-surrender-taliban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/17/world/asia/afghanistan-militias-taliban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/17/world/asia/afghanistan-militias-taliban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/14/world/asia/afghanistan-kunduz-taliban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/14/world/asia/afghanistan-kunduz-taliban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/02/world/asia/afghanistan-withdrawal-taliban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/02/world/asia/afghanistan-withdrawal-taliban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/26/world/asia/afghan-civilian-casualties.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/26/world/asia/afghan-civilian-casualties.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/08/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-report-july-2021.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/08/world/asia/afghan-war-casualty-report-july-2021.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/31/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-lashkar-gah.html#:%7E:text=KABUL%2C%20Afghanistan%20%E2%80%94%20An%20important%20city,Afghan%20airstrikes%20in%20recent%20days
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/31/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-lashkar-gah.html#:%7E:text=KABUL%2C%20Afghanistan%20%E2%80%94%20An%20important%20city,Afghan%20airstrikes%20in%20recent%20days
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/31/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-lashkar-gah.html#:%7E:text=KABUL%2C%20Afghanistan%20%E2%80%94%20An%20important%20city,Afghan%20airstrikes%20in%20recent%20days
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/31/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-lashkar-gah.html#:%7E:text=KABUL%2C%20Afghanistan%20%E2%80%94%20An%20important%20city,Afghan%20airstrikes%20in%20recent%20days
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/31/world/asia/afghanistan-migration-taliban.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/31/world/asia/afghanistan-migration-taliban.html

¢ We Cannot Stand By and Watch Afghanistan Collapse, 2 augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/02/opinion/afghanistan-taliban-
america-withdrawal.html

e U.S. Airstrikes in Afghanistan Could Be a Sign of What Comes Next, 3
augustus 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/03/us/politics/us-
airstrikes-afghanistan.html

e Taliban Try to Polish Their Image as They Push for Victory, 4 augustus
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/06/world/asia/afghanistan-
taliban-women.html

e Taliban Take Second Afghan City in Two Days, 7 augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/07/world/asia/taliban-afghanistan.html

e The Taliban fly their flag in Kunduz as exhausted Afghan troops regroup., 8
augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/08/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
kunduz.html

e The fall of Sar-i-Pul threatens a commercial hub in Afghanistan’s north., 8
augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/08/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
saripul.html

¢ Another provincial capital, Taligan, falls to the insurgents on Sunday., 8
augustus 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/08/world/asia/another-
provincial-capital-taligan-falls-to-the-insurgents-on-sunday.html

e The Taliban take a sixth provincial capital as government forces reel., 9
augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/09/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
capitals.html

e The insurgents’ success in northern Afghanistan is an ill omen for Kabul., 10
augustus 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/09/world/asia/the-
insurgents-success-in-northern-afghanistan-is-an-ill-omen-for-kabul.html

e Fear Sets in as Taliban Seize Former Bastions of Resistance, 11 augustus
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/09/world/asia/afghanistan-
taliban-seize-cities-Kunduz.html

e On Afghanistan’s Front Line, There Are No Good Choices, 11 augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/09/world/asia/Afghanistan-taliban-
kandahar.html

¢ Afghanistan Collapse Accelerates as the Taliban Capture 3 Vital Cities, 13
augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/12/world/asia/kandahar-afghanistan-
taliban.html

e The Afghan Military Was Built Over 20 Years. How Did It Collapse So
Quickly?, 13 augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/13/world/asia/afghanistan-rapid-
military-collapse.html

e An Afghan warlord who steadfastly resisted the Taliban surrendered. Others
may follow his lead., 13 augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/13/world/asia/afghanistan-mohammad-
ismail-khan.html

e Last Government-Held City in Afghanistan’s North Falls to Taliban, 15
augustus 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/14/world/taliban-
afghanistan-news

e A Week Into Taliban Rule, One City's Glimpse of What the Future May Hold,
15 augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/15/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
kunduz.html

e The Taliban close in on Kabul, the last government stronghold., 15 augustus
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/15/world/asia/afghanistan-
talibal-jalalabad-falls.html

e Last Government-Held City in Afghanistan’s North Falls to Taliban, 15
augustus 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/14/world/taliban-
afghanistan-news
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e Biden’s Afghan Pullout Is a Victory for Pakistan. But at What Cost?, 15
augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/15/world/asia/pakistan-afghanistan-
withdrawal.html

e Protests Spread to Kabul as Taliban Struggle to Govern, 19 augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/19/world/taliban-afghanistan-news

e Taliban Quash Protests and Seize Enemies, Tightening Grip on Afghanistan,
19 augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/19/world/asia/afghanistan-
protests.html

e On the ground: Kabul on edge., 20 augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/20/world/asia/afghanistan-kabul-
dispatch.html

e Under Taliban Rule, Life in Kabul Transforms Once Again, 24 augustus
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/24/world/asia/kabul-life-taliban-
rule.html

e The Taliban wants to forget the past, a leader tells The Times, but there will
be some restrictions., 25 augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/25/world/asia/taliban-spokesman-
interview.html

e How Mexico Helped The Times Get Its Journalists Out of Afghanistan, 25
augustus 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/25/business/media/new-york-times-
mexico-afghanistan.html

e As the Taliban Tighten Their Grip, Fears of Retribution Grow, 29 augustus
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/29/world/asia/afghanistan-
taliban-revenge.html

e In Panjshir, Few Signs of an Active Resistance, or Any Fight at All, 17
september 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/17/world/asia/panjshir-resistance-
taliban-massoud.html

e Taliban Claim Control Over Panjshir Valley, but Resistance Vows to Fight
On, 17 september 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/06/world/asia/afghanistan-panjshir-
taliban-resistance.html

¢ Afghan Women Who Once Presided Over Abuse Cases Now Fear for Their
Lives, 20 oktober 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/21/world/asia/afghan-judges-women-
taliban.html

e Afghans Flee to Pakistan. An Uncertain Future Awaits., 1 november 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/08/world/asia/pakistan-afghanistan-
refugees.html

e ISIS Poses a Growing Threat to New Taliban Government in Afghanistan, 3
november 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/03/world/asia/isis-
afghanistan-taliban.html

e Taliban Allow Girls to Return to Some High Schools, but With Big Caveats, 3
november 2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/27/world/asia/afghan-
girls-school-taliban.html

e 'Everything Changed Overnight’: Afghan Reporters Face an Intolerant
Regime, 8 november 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/09/11/world/afghanistan-journalists-
reporters.html

e In Afghanistan, ‘Who Has the Guns Gets the Land’, 3 december 2021.
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/03/world/asia/afghanistan-land-
ownership-taliban.html

e Taliban Decree an End to Forced Marriages in Afghanistan, 3 december
2021. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/03/world/asia/taliban-women-
marriage.html

e Threatened and Beaten, Afghan Women Defy Taliban With Protests, 26
januari 2022. https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/24/world/asia/afghan-
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On Patrol: 12 Days With a Taliban Police Unit in Kabul, 28 januari 2022.
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/28/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
kabul-shiites.html

Taliban Search Operation Echoes Resented U.S. Tactics, 4 maart 2022.
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/02/world/asia/afghanistan-taliban-
resistance.html

New York Post

NOS:

NPR:

NRC:

Afghans dying at border as tensions intensify between Taliban, Pakistan, 23
september 2021. https://nypost.com/2021/09/23/afghans-dying-at-border-
amid-taliban-pakistan-tension/

Arabist: Taliban noemen het sharia, maar het gaat over macht, 22 augustus
2021. https://nos.nl/artikel/2394766-arabist-taliban-noemen-het-sharia-
maar-het-gaat-over-macht

Tolk op Nederlandse evacuatielijst gisteren vermoord in Kabul, 14 oktober
2021. https://nos.nl/artikel/2401633-tolk-op-nederlandse-evacuatielijst-
gisteren-vermoord-in-kabul

Correspondent Aletta Andre in Afghanistan: Hoe is het leven onder de
Taliban?, 27 december 2021. https://nos.nl/video/2411045-correspondent-
aletta-andre-in-afghanistan-hoe-is-het-leven-onder-de-taliban

Amid A Wave Of Targeted Killings In Afghanistan, She's No. 11 On A Murder
List, 21 maart 2021. https://www.npr.org/2021/03/21/977797909/amid-a-
wave-of-targeted-killings-in-afghanistan-shes-no-11-on-a-murder-list

As The Taliban Capture More Territory, Afghan Journalists Face More Risks,
22 juli 2021. https://www.npr.org/2021/07/22/1019130181/as-the-taliban-
capture-more-territory-afghan-journalists-face-more-risks

Not Much Has Changed With The Taliban, Says Noted Journalist, 11
augustus 2021. https://www.npr.org/2021/08/11/1026831039/not-much-
has-changed-with-the-taliban-says-noted-journalist

A quarter-million people have fled their homes as violence in Afghanistan
escalates, 13 augustus 2021. https://www.ctpublic.org/2021-08-13/a-
guarter-million-people-have-fled-their-homes-as-violence-in-afghanistan-
escalates

At-Risk Afghans Who Fear The Taliban Hunker Down And Wait To Leave, 24
augustus 2021. https://www.npr.org/2021/08/24/1030563098/at-risk-
afghans-who-fear-the-taliban-hunker-down-and-wait-to-leave

The Taliban's Ideology Has Surprising Roots In British-Ruled India, 8
september 2021. https://www.npr.org/2021/09/08/1034754547/taliban-
ideology-roots-deobandi-islam-india

Taliban-style security welcomed by some, feared by others, 4 oktober 2021.
https://www.npr.org/2021/10/04/1042953276/taliban-style-security-
welcomed-by-some-feared-by-others

What the Taliban really want from the world, in their own words, 15
december 2021. https://www.npr.org/2021/12/15/1064001076/taliban-
afghanistan-girls-education-womens-rights

Vrouwen in Afghanistan: ‘Zo willen we echt niet leven’, 20 augustus 2021.
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2021/08/20/geloof-ons-de-taliban-zijn-niet-
veranderd-a4055466

Hoekstra, de Afghaanse paspoorten zijn er. Waar wacht u nog op?, 1
februari 2022. https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2022/02/01/hoekstra-de-
afghaanse-paspoorten-zijn-er-waar-wacht-u-nog-op-
a4083927#:~:text=Wopke%20Hoekstra%2C%20minister%?20van%20Buite
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OMCT:

nlandse,om%?20aan%_20paspoorten%20te%20komen

Afghanistan: Attacks on civil society and human rights defenders intensify, 4
maart 2021. https://www.omct.org/en/resources/urgent-
interventions/afghanistan-attacks-on-civil-society-and-human-rights-
defenders-intensify

Pajhwok:

Illegal gunmen seen behind insecurity in Mazar-i-Sharif, 25 januari 2018.
https://pajhwok.com/2018/01/25/illegal-gunmen-seen-behind-insecurity-
mazar-i-sharif/

2 injured as gunmen loyal to MPs clash in Balkh, 28 januari 2018.
https://pajhwok.com/2018/01/28/2-injured-gunmen-loyal-mps-clash-balkh/
Mazar-i-Sharif garrison failing to bar illegal gunmen: Residents, 7 maart
2018. https://pajhwok.com/2018/03/07/mazar-i-sharif-garrison-failing-bar-
illegal-gunmen-residents/

Taliban’s influence, insecurity grow in Balkh, 18 augustus 2019.
https://pajhwok.com/2019/08/18/talibans-influence-insecurity-grow-balkh/
Taliban increase tax on coal trucks in Samangan, 29 oktober 2019.
https://pajhwok.com/2019/10/29/taliban-increase-tax-coal-trucks-
samangan/

5 people killed, 12 injured in Zabul mortar attack, 30 juli 2020.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/07/30/5-people-killed-12-injured-in-zabul-
mortar-attack/

Daily wager mother saves her minor daughter from forced marriage, 25
november 2020. https://pajhwok.com/video/daily-wager-mother-saves-her-
minor-daughter-from-forced-marriage/

11 civilians killed in Kandahar airstrike: Say locals, 13 december 2020.
https://pajhwok.com/2020/12/13/11-civilians-killed-in-kandahar-airstrike-
say-locals/

Major US Airbase Comes under Rocket Attack, 19 december 2020.
https://pajhwok.com/2020/12/19/major-us-airbase-comes-under-rocket-
attack/

Savagely beaten Herat transgender fighting for life, 16 januari 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/01/16/savagely-beaten-herat-transgender-
fighting-for-life/

Taliban extort millions from uplift projects in Paktia, 20 januari 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/01/20/taliban-extort-millions-from-uplift-
projects-in-paktia/

Taliban commander shot dead in Peshawar, 26 januari 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/01/25/taliban-commander-shot-dead-in-
peshawar/

90pc of Faryab areas under Taliban’s control, 19 januari 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/01/19/90pc-of-faryab-areas-under-talibans-
control/

13 armed groups operate in Kunar: Police chief, 19 januari 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/01/19/13-armed-groups-operate-in-kunar-
police-chief/

Samangan governor seeks offensive against Taliban, 24 januari 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/01/24/samangan-governor-seeks-offensive-
against-taliban/

2 civilians killed, 14 injured in Faryab mortar strike, 31 januari 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/01/31/2-civilians-killed-14-injured-in-faryab-
mortar-strike/

Govt, Taliban make exaggerated claims of territory they control, 12 februari
2021. https://pajhwok.com/2021/02/12/govt-taliban-make-exaggerated-
claims-of-territory-they-control/

Taliban governor for Laghman gunned down in Peshawar, 28 februari 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/02/28/taliban-governor-for-laghman-gunned-
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e '9 Bacha Bazi cases registered in 4 provinces last year’, 8 maart 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/03/08/9-bacha-bazi-cases-registered-in-4-
provinces-last-year/

e 1 civilian shot dead, 3 wounded in Paktika, 22 april 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/04/22/1-civilian-shot-dead-3-wounded-in-
paktika/

e Recent govt’s decisions create difficulties for NGOs to operate, 5 mei 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/05/05/recent-govts-decisions-create-difficulties-
for-ngos-to-operate/

e 33pc surge occurs in civilian casualties last week, 29 mei 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/05/29/33pc-surge-occurs-in-civilian-casualties-
last-week/

e 5 of a family killed in Laghman mortar shell attack, 13 juni 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/06/13/5-of-a-family-killed-in-laghman-mortar-
shell-attack/

e 5 civilians killed, 12 injured in Laghman mortar strikes, 15 juli 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/07/15/5-civilians-killed-12-injured-in-laghman-
mortar-strikes/

e 13 Taliban, 8 civilians killed in Badakhshan airstrike, 16 juli 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/07/16/13-taliban-8-civilians-killed-in-
badakhshan-airstrike/

e Recent conflict ruins our Eid joys: Paktia people, 20 juli 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/07/20/recent-conflict-ruins-our-eid-joys-paktia-
people/

e Logar justice director gunned down in Kabul, 28 juli 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/07/28/logar-justice-director-gunned-down-in-
kabul

e Detained over criticising government policies: Activists, 4 augustus 2021.
Via UNAMA Media Monitoring. https://pajhwok.com/2021/08/04/detained-
over-criticising-government-policies-activists/

e Taliban detain former head of Ulema Council, 30 augustus 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/08/30/taliban-detain-former-head-of-ulema-
council

e Civilian casualties in conflict drop to zero last week, 11 september 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/09/11/civilian-casualties-in-conflict-drop-to-
zero-last-week/

e Afghan passports up for grabs in black market, 17 september 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/09/17/afghan-passports-up-for-grabs-in-black-
market/

e Several touts selling fake passports arrested, 18 september 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/09/18/several-touts-selling-fake-passports-
arrested/

e 60 fake passport-makers, middlemen arrested: Mol, 16 november 2021.
https://pajhwok.com/2021/11/16/60-fake-passport-makers-middlemen-
arrested-moi/

e Some Afghan embassies use illegal stickers to renew passports, 30 januari
2022. https://pajhwok.com/2022/01/30/some-afghan-embassies-use-
illegal-stickers-to-renew-passports/

e Previous media law worth implementation: Mujahid, 2 februari 2022.
https://pajhwok.com/2022/02/02/previous-media-law-worth-
implementation-mujahid/

PIME Asia News:
e Ali Ehsani: 'Christians already attacked in Kabul', 13 augustus 2021.
https://www.asianews.it/news-en/Ali-Ehsani:-%27Christians-already-
attacked-in-Kabul%?27-53835.html

Politico:
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U.N. Secretary General admits Taliban reprisals against staff have begun, 24
augustus 2021. https://www.politico.com/news/2021/08/24/un-taliban-
reprisals-506791

U.S. officials provided Taliban with names of Americans, Afghan allies to
evacuate, 26 augustus 2021.
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/08/26/us-officials-provided-taliban-
with-names-of-americans-afghan-allies-to-evacuate-506957

Catching the Last ‘Last Flight” Out of Afghanistan, 3 november 2021.
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/11/03/last-flight-
afghanistan-518586

Prabook:

Sarwar Danish, ongedateerd, laatst geraadpleegd op 9 juli 2021. Sarwar
Danish (born 1961), Afghan politician | World Biographical Encyclopedia

(prabook.com)

ReportOUT:

The Life of a Gay Man in Afghanistan, 19 mei 2020.
https://www.reportout.org/post/the-life-of-a-gay-man-in-afghanistan

Reporterly:

16 Al-Qaeda Members Killed in Kapisa: MoD, 1 maart 2021.
http://reporterly.net/live/newsfeed/live-narration-of-news-march-1-
2021/16-al-gaeda-members-killed-in-kapisa-mod/

(Twitter), Shir Mirza Afzali, a member of the Sar-e-Pul Internal and External
Security Prosecutor's Office in #Jawzjan province, was killed in a bomb blast
in his car., 20 mei 2021.
https://twitter.com/reporterlyaf/status/1395283542817529864

Prevention Of Genocide Of Hazara People Must: Lower House, 2 juni 2021.
https://reporterly.net/live/newsfeed/june-2-2021/prevention-of-genocide-
of-hazara-people-must-lower-house/

10 Killed As 3 Blasts Rock Kabul, Plunge City Into Darkness, 2 juni 2021.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/11/2/two-large-blasts-in-
afghanistans-capital-kabul-at-waz

(Twitter), The #Taliban fired 7 artillery shells at #Maimana city, #Faryab
province on Sunday evening, hitting civilian homes, killing a civilian and
wounding 2 others, the @moiafghanistan reported. #Faryab #Afghanistan,
26 juli 2021.
https://twitter.com/Reporterlyaf/status/1419535961160040449

Chief Justice Of Logar Province Assassinated In Kabul, 28 juli 2021.
https://reporterly.net/live/newsfeed/july-28-2021/chief-justice-of-logar-
province-assassinated-in-kabul/

Republic World:

In Afghanistan, Taliban Storms Into Karte Parwan Gurdwara; Vandalizes
Holy Shrine, 5 oktober 2021. https://www.republicworld.com/world-
news/rest-of-the-world-news/in-afghanistan-taliban-storms-into-karte-
parwan-gurdwara-vandalizes-holy-shrine.html

Afghanistan: Prominent Psychiatrist Found Dead Two Months After Getting
Abducted, 22 november 2021. https://www.republicworld.com/world-
news/rest-of-the-world-news/afghanistan-prominent-psychiatrist-found-
dead-two-months-after-getting-abducted.html

Taliban Claim Government In Afghanistan 'inclusive' With Members Of
Various Ethnic Groups, 25 november 2021.
https://www.republicworld.com/world-news/rest-of-the-world-news/taliban-
claim-government-in-afghanistan-inclusive-with-members-of-various-ethnic-
groups.html

Afghanistan To Resume Passport Services In 17 Provinces After Two Weeks
Halt; Reports, 5 december 2021. https://www.republicworld.com/world-
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17-provinces-after-two-weeks-halt-reports.html

Afghanistan To Resume Passport Issuance Services In 32 Provinces, Except
Kabul & Helmand, 6 december 2021. https://www.republicworld.com/world-
news/rest-of-the-world-news/afghanistan-to-resume-passport-issuance-
services-in-32-provinces-except-kabul-and-helmand.html

Afghanistan: Taliban Fighters Shoot At Crowds Looking For Passports In
Faryab Province, 17 januari 2022. https://www.republicworld.com/world-
news/rest-of-the-world-news/afghanistan-taliban-fighters-shoot-at-crowds-
looking-for-passports-in-faryab-province-articleshow.html

Reuters:

Killed, orphaned, sold: Afghan war takes brutal toll on children, 20 maart
2019. https://www.euronews.com/2019/03/20/killed-orphaned-sold-afghan-
war-takes-brutal-toll-on-children

New commander takes on corruption "mess" in Afghan police, 4 juni 2019.
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-police-idUSKCN1T51UC
After four decades of war, Afghan widows battle for homes, 22 januari 2020.
https://news.trust.org/item/20200122002623-mpvct

Husband, father, sex worker: As adults, Afghanistan's 'dancing boys' lead
double lives, 3 mei 2020. https://news.trust.org/item/20200504031922-
2nvol

Afghan woman prays that peace will save her fourth husband, 22 september
2020. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-woman-
idUSKCN26D00C

Afghan woman shot, blinded, for getting a job, 10 november 2020.
https://news.trust.org/item/20201110013647-f533k

Five killed in Kabul as attacks increasingly target civilians, 9 februari 2021.
https://www.reuters.com/article/afghanistan-attacks-int-idUSKBN2A91JF
U.S. proposes interim government could run Afghanistan until new polls, 9
maart 2021. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-afghanistan-
peaceplan-idUSKBN2B02MQ

Car bomb kills at least 7, injures 53 in Afghan Herat province, 12 maart
2021. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-blast-
idUSKBN2B420R

Exclusive: Afghan president, rejecting U.S. peace plan, to offer election in
six months, officials say, 23 maart 2021.
https://www.reuters.com/article/usa-afghanistan-peace-exclusive-int-
idUSKBN2BF1CP

Afghan polio vaccine drive in trouble after three female medics killed, 1 april
2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-polio-vaccine-
drive-trouble-after-three-female-medics-killed-2021-04-01/

Afghanistan's press freedom is threatened. Meet the young journalists
fighting for it, 21 april 2021.
https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/news/afghanistans-press-freedom-
threatened-meet-young-journalists-fighting-it

Eleven killed as bomb blows up a bus in Afghanistan - officials, 10 mei
2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/eleven-people-killed-
bombing-bus-southern-afghanistan-officials-2021-05-10/

Bombs kill 11 Afghan civilians on first day of three-day ceasefire, 13 mei
2021. https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-05-13/bombs-
kill-11-afghan-civilians-on-first-day-of-three-day-ceasefire

Taliban attacks end short-lived local ceasefire in eastern Afghanistan, 21 mei
2021. https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-05-21/taliban-
attacks-end-short-lived-local-ceasefire-in-eastern-afghanistan

Bombings on two transport buses kill 12 Afghans in Kabul, 2 juni 2021.
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/bombings-two-transport-buses-
kill-12-afghans-kabul-2021-06-02/

Bombers aim for buses in new tactic to spread death and fear in
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Afghanistan, 3 juni 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/bombers-aim-
buses-new-tactic-spread-death-fear-afghanistan-2021-06-03/

¢ Afghan gov't and Taliban negotiators meet in Doha to discuss peace, 9 juni
2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-govt-taliban-
negotiators-meet-doha-discuss-peace-2021-06-09/

e Violence intensifies across Afghanistan's central and northern provinces, 28
juni 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/violence-intensifies-
across-afghanistans-central-northern-provinces-2021-06-28/

e German military completes withdrawal from Afghanistan, 29 juni 2021.
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/german-military-completes-
withdrawal-afghanistan-2021-06-29/

e Tajikistan takes in over 1,000 Afghan refugees, 7 juli 2021.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/tajikistan-takes-over-1000-
afghan-refugees-2021-07-07/

e Special Report: Afghan pilots assassinated by Taliban as U.S. withdraws, 9
juli 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-pilots-
assassinated-by-taliban-us-withdraws-2021-07-09/

e Taliban surround central Afghan city of Ghazni - officials, 12 juli 2021.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-surround-central-
afghan-city-ghazni-officials-2021-07-12/

e Tajikistan says it's ready to take in up to 100,000 Afghan refugees, 23 juli
2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/tajikistan-says-its-ready-
take-up-100000-afghan-refugees-2021-07-23/

e U.S. launches air strikes in aid of embattled Afghan forces, 23 juli 2021.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/us-launches-air-strikes-aid-
embattled-afghan-forces-2021-07-23/

e U.S offers further air support to Afghan troops amid Taliban offensive, 26 juli
2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/us-launches-air-strikes-
aid-embattled-afghan-forces-2021-07-23/

e At least 27 children killed in Afghanistan, U.N. says, 9 augustus 2021.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/least-27-children-killed-
afghanistan-un-says-2021-08-09/

e U.S. offers refuge to more Afghans who aided Americans in new program, 3
augustus 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/thousands-
more-afghans-can-resettle-us-refugees-state-dept-2021-08-02/

e Taliban overrun northern Afghan cities of Kunduz, Sar-e Pul, Talogan, 9
augustus 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-capture-
government-buildings-afghan-city-kunduz-2021-08-08/

e Taliban tighten control of Afghan north as residents weigh options, 10
augustus 2021. https://bdnews24.com/world/south-
asia/2021/08/10/taliban-tighten-control-of-afghan-north-as-residents-
weigh-options

e Taliban could take Afghan capital in 90 days amid rapid gains - U.S.
intelligence, 11 augustus 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-
pacific/taliban-fighters-capture-eighth-provincial-capital-six-days-2021-08-
11/

e Taliban capture two large Afghan cities; embassies getting staff out, 13
augustus 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/embassies-get-
staff-out-afghanistan-taliban-claim-two-big-cities-2021-08-13/

e Taliban detain veteran militia chief Khan in Afghanistan's Herat - official, 13
augustus 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-detain-
veteran-militia-chief-khan-afghanistans-herat-official-2021-08-13/

¢ Afghan militia leaders Atta Noor, Dostum escape 'conspiracy’, 14 augustus
2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-militia-leaders-
atta-noor-dostum-escape-conspiracy-2021-08-14/

e Taliban enter Afghan capital as US diplomats evacuate by chopper, 15
augustus 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/us-troops-
arrive-afghan-capital-assist-evacuations-2021-08-14/

e Taliban enter Afghan capital, president and diplomats flee, 15 augustus
2021. https://english.alarabiya.net/News/world/2021/08/15/Taliban-
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insurgents-enter-Afghan-capital-Kabul-president-and-diplomats-flee

e Afghan women forced from banking jobs as Taliban take control, 15
augustus 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-women-
bankers-forced-roles-taliban-takes-control-2021-08-13/

e Three dead after anti-Taliban protests in Jalalabad-witnesses, 18 augustus
2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/india/least-three-dead-following-anti-
taliban-protests-jalalabad-witnesses-2021-08-18/

e Cowering in the bathroom: Some Afghans dread the Taliban knock at the
door, 20 augustus 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-
pacific/cowering-bathroom-some-afghans-dread-taliban-knock-door-2021-
08-20/

e Taliban say Afghan women health service staff should go back to work, 27
augustus 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-say-
afghan-women-health-service-staff-should-go-back-work-2021-08-27/

e UK rescued three families whose details were left at Kabul embassy, 27
augustus 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/uk-staff-left-documents-
afghans-working-them-british-embassy-kabul-the-times-2021-08-26/

e At least 17 killed in celebratory gunfire in Kabul - reports, 4 september
2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/least-17-killed-
celebratory-gunfire-kabul-reports-2021-09-04/

e Factbox: Mohammad Hasan Akhund: Veteran Taliban leader becomes acting
Afghan PM, 7 september 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/mohammad-
hasan-akhund-veteran-taliban-leader-becomes-acting-afghan-pm-2021-09-
07/

e Factbox: Who are the key figures in the new Taliban government?, 7
september 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/who-are-key-
figures-new-taliban-government-2021-09-07/

e Taliban appoint hardline battlefield commanders to key Afghan posts, 21
september 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-
appoint-hardline-battlefield-commanders-key-afghan-posts-2021-09-21/

e 'Just give us our money': Taliban push to unlock Afghan billions abroad, 29
oktober 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/just-give-us-our-
money-taliban-push-unlock-afghan-billions-abroad-2021-10-29/

e Dozens killed and wounded as blasts and gunfire hit Kabul hospital, 3
november 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/blast-gunfire-
heard-afghan-capital-kabul-witness-2021-11-02/

e Taliban appoint members as 44 governors, police chiefs around Afghanistan,
7 november 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-
appoint-members-44-governors-police-chiefs-around-afghanistan-2021-11-
07/

e Islamic State violence dents Taliban claims of safer Afghanistan, 9 november
2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/islamic-state-violence-
dents-taliban-claims-safer-afghanistan-2021-11-09/

e Taliban hold military parade with U.S.-made weapons in Kabul in show of
strength, 12 november 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-
pacific/taliban-hold-military-parade-with-us-made-weapons-kabul-show-
strength-2021-11-14/

e U.N. envoy says Islamic State now appears present in all Afghan provinces,
17 november 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/un-envoy-
says-islamic-state-now-appears-present-all-afghan-provinces-2021-11-17/

e Taliban to purge 'people of bad character' from ranks, 23 november 2021.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-purge-people-bad-
character-ranks-2021-11-23/

e Kabul passport office head urges patience as anxious crowds keep gathering,
13 december 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/kabul-
passport-office-head-urges-patience-anxious-crowds-keep-gathering-2021-
12-13/

e Afghan Taliban stop Pakistan army from fencing international border, 22
december 2021. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghan-taliban-
stop-pakistan-army-fencing-international-border-2021-12-22/
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RFE/RL:

Suicide bomber killed at Kabul passport office gate, 23 december 2021.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/explosion-heard-close-passport-
office-kabul-afghan-media-2021-12-23/

Afghanistan's Taliban told they can't take their guns to the funfair, 2 februari
2022. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/afghanistans-taliban-told-
they-cant-take-their-guns-funfair-2022-02-02/

Taliban begin house searches, sparking fear, diplomatic criticism, 28 februari
2022. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-begin-house-
searches-sparking-fear-diplomatic-criticism-2022-02-28/

Famine may have been averted, but Afghan economic crisis deepens -U.N.
envoy, 3 maart 2022. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/famine-
may-have-been-averted-afghan-economic-crisis-deepens-un-envoy-2022-
03-02/

Reuters, Nearly 400 civilians killed in Afghanistan since Taliban takeover, UN
says, 7 maart 2022. https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/nearly-
400-civilians-killed-afghanistan-since-taliban-takeover-un-says-2022-03-07/

Powerful Afghan Governor Resigns, Ending Standoff With Ghani, 22 maart
2018. https://www.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-powerful-governor-resigns-noor-
ghani/29115699.html

Boys With Brides: Afghanistan's Untold Dilemma Of Underage Marriages, 12
april 2019. https://www.rferl.org/a/boys-with-brides-afghanistan-untold-
dilemma-of-underage-marriages/30106032.html

Horrific Murder Of Teenage Girl Again Puts Spotlight On Afghanistan's
'Honor' Killings, 7 mei 2020. https://www.rferl.org/a/horrific-killing-of-
teenage-girl-puts-spotlight-on-afghanistan-s-honor-killings/30599545.html
This Afghan Girl Watched The Taliban Execute Her Parents. Then She Picked
Up An AK-47 And Killed Two Militants Herself., 22 juli 2020.
https://www.rferl.org/a/this-afghan-girl-watched-the-taliban-execute-her-
parents-then-she-picked-up-an-ak-47-and-killed-two-militants-herself-
/30741131.html

Afghan District Attempts To Abolish Forced Marriages, 12 augustus 2020.
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghan-district-attempts-to-abolish-forced-
marriages/30780274.html

Taliban Hits Northeast Afghan Province For First Time In Two Decades, 8
september 2020. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-hit-northeast-afghan-
province-for-first-time-in-two-decades/30827246.html

Taliban Courts Seek To Undermine Afghan Judiciary, 14 december 2020.
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-courts-ghor-justice-
afghanistan/31000489.html

Afghan Journalist Shot Dead Outside His Home In Ghazni Province, 21
december 2020. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghan-journalist-shot-dead-
outside-his-home-in-ghazni-province/31012263.html

Families Of Slain Afghan Female Judges Accuse Authorities Of Failing To
Provide Security, 18 januari 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-
slaim-female-judges-families-accuse-authorities-kabul/31051501.html

In Afghanistan’s Pashtun Heartland, Tribal Rule Supersedes State Law, 15
februari 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/pashtun-tribal-courts-justice-
afghanistan/31104351.html

Amid Poverty And Discrimination, Afghan Women Beg For Survival, 19
februari 2021. Amid Poverty And Discrimination, Afghan Women Beg For
Survival (RFE/RL.org)

Seven Ethnic Hazaras Killed In Eastern Afghanistan, 4 maart 2021.
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/hazaras-jalalabad-execution-taliban-islamic-
state/31133109.html

Afghan Policewoman Killed On Way To Work Amid Targeted Killing Rise, 1
april 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghan-policewoman-killed-
jalalabad-targeted-killings/31181635.html
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e Has The Taliban Changed? Afghans Living Under Militant Group Say It Still
Rules Using Fear, Brutality, 13 april 2021.
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghan-living-under-taliban-say-it-still-rules-
with-fear-brutality/31201897.html

e District In Afghanistan's Maidan Wardak Province Falls To Taliban, 21 mei
2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghan-maidan-wardak-district-falls-to-
taliban/31266871.html

e Bucking A Trend, Afghan Hindu and Sikh Families Return From India Exile,
27 mei 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghan-hindu-sikhs-return-india-
exile/31276220.html

e Afghan Air Strike Hits Civilians As Taliban Ramps Up Attacks, 4 juni 2021.
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-taliban-civilians-air-
strike/31291108.html

e Female Afghan Anchor Killed In Kabul Blast, 5 juni 2021.
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-journalist-
explosion/31291543.html

e Pakistan Closes Key Border Crossing With Afghanistan, Citing COVID-19
Concerns, 6 juli 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/pakistan-afghanistan-
border-covid19/31343526.html

¢ Once A Bastion Of Taliban Resistance, Afghanistan’s Badakhshan On Brink
Of Falling To Militants, 9 juli 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-
badakhshan-taliban/31350706.html

e Tajikistan Says It's Ready To Shelter Up To 100,000 Refugees From
Afghanistan, 23 juli 2021. https://www.rferl.org/a/tajikistan-afghanistan-
refugees-taliban/31373565.html

e Trade-Hindering Turmoil On Afghan-Pakistan Border Is Just Part Of Problem,
23 juli 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/trade-afghan-pakistan-
border/31374149.html

e 33 Afghan Civilians Killed In 'Targeted Attacks' In Kandahar In Two Weeks,
25 juli 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-civilians-targeted-
killings/31375990.html

e 'We Don't Have A Choice’: Thousands Of Afghans Fleeing Abroad Daily As
Taliban Violence Soars!, 26 juli 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghan-
refugees-taliban-violence/31378092.html

e Exclusive: Taliban Puts Tajik Militants Partially In Charge Of Afghanistan's
Northern Border, 27 juli 2021. https://www.rferl.org/a/taliban-tajik-
militants-border/31380071.html

e Afghan Women Journalists Give Up Work For Survival Amid Taliban
Advances, 28 juli 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghan-women-
journalists/31382287.html

e Afghan Police Say Taliban Killed Young Woman For Wearing Tight Clothing, 4
augustus 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-taliban-woman-
killed/31393873.html

e Who's Who In The Taliban: The Men Who Run The Extremist Group And How
They Operate, 6 augustus 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-
leadership-structure-afghan/31397337.html

e Kunduz, while the provincial capital of Sar-e Pol and Talogan, the capital of
northeastern Takhar Province, 9 augustus 2021.
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/taliban-capture-government-
buildings-afghan-city-kunduz-2021-08-08/

e Heavy Fighting Reportedly Under Way in Northern Afghan Provinces Of
Balkh, Takhar, 9 augustus 2021. http://www.aopnews.com/taliban/heavy-
fighting-reportedly-under-way-in-northern-afghan-provinces-of-balkh-
takhar/

e Afghanistan’s Anti-Taliban Stronghold Gears Up For New Fight Against
Militants, 12 augustus 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/panjshir-valley-
taliban-afghanistan/31407634.html

e Afghan Women Disappear Under Burgas Amid Taliban Advance, 13 augustus
2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/burga-returns-to-widespread-use-in-
afghanistan/31409126.html
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e Taliban 'Intensifying' Search For Afghans Who Helped U.S., UN Says, 19
augustus 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/aghanistan-taliban-searching-
us/31419008.html

e Taliban Militants Said To Have Arrested Prominent Afghan Cleric, 30
augustus 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-taliban-arrest-
cleric/31435339.html

e Leader Of Taliban's New Afghan Regime Says Shari'a Law Will Govern All
Aspects Of Life, 7 september 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-
names-afghan-government/31448288.html

e Afghanistan's Former Prosecutors Hunted By Criminals They Helped Convict,
21 september 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghan-prosecutors-
targeted/31471145.html

¢ Afghan Women's Shelters Vanishing Under Taliban Rule, 26 september
2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-taliban-women--shelters-
disappearing/31477947.html

e Taliban 'Tribal Version': Shari'a Is Not The Same Everywhere, 2 oktober
2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-sharia-law-
afghanistan/31488108.html

e Taliban's 'New' Governing Style Includes Beatings For Beard Shaving, 6
oktober 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-beatings-beards-
shaving/31496264.html

e Taliban Takes Revenge On Former Afghan Security Forces, 12 oktober 2021.
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-revenge-afghan-security-
forces/31505696.html

e Watchdog Says Over 100 Afghan Former Security Force Members Killed Or
Disappeared, 30 november 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghan-
security-forces-killed-
disappeared/31586485.htmli#:~:text=1n%20a%20report%20released%?200
n,August%2015%20and%200ctober%2031

e Judge, Jury, And Executioner: Taliban Brings Afghanistan’s Justice System
Under Its Thumb, 1 december 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-
afghanistan-justice-system/31588972.html

e 'Tortured From Head To Toe': Taliban Accused Of Killing Afghan Man Over
Critical Facebook Post, 3 december 2021.
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/afghanistan-taliban-killing-facebook-
criticism/31592685.html

e Taliban Accused Of Forcibly Evicting Ethnic Uzbeks, Turkmen In Northern
Afghanistan, 9 december 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-
evictions-uzbeks-
turkmen/31601904.html#:~:text=Taliban%20Accused%200f%20Forcibly%
20Evicting%20Ethnic%20Uzbeks%2C%20Turkmen%20In%20Northern%20
Afghanistan,-
December%2009%2C%202021&text=Taliban%20fighters%20have%20been
%20accused,ethnic%20Uzbek%20and%20Turkmen%20communities.

e Kabul Women Stage Rare Protest For Jobs, Food, And Freedom, 16
december 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/kabul-women-protest-
taliban/31612463.html

e Taliban Dissolves Afghanistan's Election Commission, Saying 'There Is No
Need', 25 december 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-dissolves-
afghan-election-commission/31626045.html

e Taliban Arrests Owner Of Afghan TV Network, 27 december 2021.
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-arrests-afghan-tv-network-
owner/31628205.html

e Taliban Reportedly Opens Fire On Women Protesting Against Restrictions, 28
december 2021. https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-opens-fire-women-
protesters/31629544.html

e Taliban Says New Troops Near Central Asian Borders Will Bring Stability. The
Neighbors Are Not So Sure., 16 februari 2022.
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-troops-central-asia-borders-
stability/31706961.html
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Rolling Stone:

e Highway to Hell: A Trip Down Afghanistan’s Deadliest Road, 22 januari
2021. https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/afghanistan-
war-taliban-kabul-kandahar-road-1112819/

e At a Pivotal Moment in Afghanistan, Journalists Are Being Killed in Record
Numbers, 26 maart 2021. https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-
features/afghanistan-journalists-killed-in-record-numbers-taliban-1146998/

e The conquering militants govern by fear. Poverty deepens, and behind
closed doors journalists are beaten and rumors of executions spread. A
portrait of a country on the edge, 28 november 2021.
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-features/afghanistan-taliban-
rule-american-exit-photos-1258020/

RUDAW:
e Sacrificing Afghan women’s liberties will cause ‘anarchy’: human rights chief,
5 december 2019. https://www.rudaw.net/english/interview/051220191
e Afghanistan: The Missing Peace - Part II: ‘When women are in danger, it's
not peace - it's surrender’, 5 december 2019.
https://www.rudaw.net/english/world/05122019

Salaam Times:
e Protests erupt after brutal rape, murder of teenage girl by Taliban in
Jawzjan, 9 april 2021. https://afghanistan.asia-
news.com/en GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2021/04/09/feature-01
e Female entrepreneurs in Herat remain defiant of restrictions, 8 december
2021, https://afghanistan.asia-
news.com/en GB/articles/cnmi_st/features/2021/12/08/feature-01

Salam Watander:
e The last Sikhs of Paktia battling for survival, 29 maart 2021.
https://swn.af/en/2021/03/29/the-last-sikhs-of-paktia-battling-for-survival/
e Over 50 people arrested on charges of forging passports, 16 november
2021. https://swn.af/en/2021/11/16/over-50-people-arrested-on-charges-
of-forging-passports/

SLAW:
e An Afghan Law Librarian on the Demise of his Country’s Legal System, 17
december 2021. http://www.slaw.ca/2021/12/17/an-afghan-law-librarian-
on-the-demise-of-his-countrys-legal-system/

Sputnik News:
e Construction of Camp for Afghan Refugees Begins in Southern Tajikistan, 30
juli 2021. https://www.aninews.in/news/world/asia/construction-of-camp-
for-afghan-refugees-begins-in-southern-tajikistan20210730055703/

Statecraft:
e The Taliban is in a Catch-22 Situation With ISIS-K and the West, 1
december 2021. https://www.statecraft.co.in/article/the-taliban-is-in-a-
catch-22-situation-with-isis-k-and-the-west

Stimson:
e ISKP and Afghanistan’s Future Security, 6 augustus 2021.
https://www.stimson.org/2021/https-www-stimson-org-2021-iskp-and-
afghanistans-future-security/

Taz:
e Nicht nur die Taliban als Problem, 21 oktober 2018.
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TED:

https://taz.de/Parlamentswahl-in-Afghanistan/!5540999/

A rare, intimate look at the lives of single mothers in Afghanistan, 27
oktober 2017. A rare, intimate look at the lives of single mothers in
Afghanistan | (ted.com);

Telegraaf (De)

VN willen Taliban 6 miljoen dollar betalen voor beveiliging, 22 december
2021. https://www.telegraaf.nl/nieuws/1846327813/vn-willen-taliban-6-
miljoen-dollar-betalen-voor-beveiliging

Telegraph (The):

A life in hiding: Kabul’s gay community driven underground, 16 maart 2020.
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/climate-and-people/life-hiding-
kabuls-gay-community-driven-underground/

TIME:

e We Must Not Abandon Afghan Interpreters Who Helped the U.S., 16 april
2021. https://time.com/5955477/afghan-interpreters-u-s-we-must-not-
abandon-them/

e Just 39 Female Journalists Are Still Working in Kabul After the Taliban's
Takeover, 2 september 2021. https://time.com/6094499/women-
journalists-kabul-afghanistan-taliban/

Times (The):

Taliban earn millions from captured border posts, 2 augustus 2021.
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/taliban-border-post-grab-costs-
government-kabul-30m-699Imhhbv

Commander’s arrest exposes ethnic splits in Taliban, 14 januari 2022.
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/commanders-arrest-exposes-ethnic-
splits-in-taliban-sdg5kI50p

Times of India (The)

TKG:

TNS:

Afghan Sikhs, Hindus sheltering at Kabul gurdwara return home, 31
augustus 2021. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/afghan-sikhs-
hindus-sheltering-at-kabul-gurdwara-return-
home/articleshow/85783075.cms

Iran refuses to recognize Taliban govt until it is inclusive, 3 januari 2022.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/south-asia/iran-refuses-to-
recognize-taliban-govt-until-it-is-inclusive/articleshow/88657661.cms

TKG, Nearly 3,000 IEA Members Dismissed, 16 januari 2022.
https://tkg.af/english/2022/01/16/nearly-3000-iea-members-
dismissed/#:~:text=The%20Islamic%20Emirate%20says%?20as,abusive%?2
Opractices%2C%E2%80%9D%?200officials%20say.&text=%E2%80%9CThey
%20were%20giving%20a%20bad,panel%?20Latifullah%20Hakimi%20told%
20AFP.

Barbed borders, 31 oktober 2021.
https://www.thenews.com.pk/tns/detail/904192-barbed-borders

TOLO News:

Illegal Armed Men ‘A Big Challenge For Balkh Residents’, 12 januari 2018.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/illegal-armed-men-%E2%80%98-big-
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e Nimroz Identified As Key Human Trafficking Route, 13 september 2018.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/nimroz-identified-key-human-trafficking-
route

e Afghan Forces To Focus On Insecure Regions In Winter, 26 december 2018.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/afghan-forces-focus-insecure-regions-
winter-operations

e Sar-e-Pul QOil Reservoirs Under Taliban Threat: Officials, 3 januari 2019.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/sar-e-pul-oil-reservoirs-under-taliban-
threat-officials

e Afghanistan Begins Implementing Law On Child Protection, 5 mei 2019.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/afghanistan-begins-implementing-law-
child-protection

e Mol: Corrupt Criminals Will Face Justice, 14 juli 2020.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/moi-corrupt-criminals-will-face-justice

e Mol Vows to Arrest 8 Govt Officials Accused of Corruption, 29 juli 2020.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/moi-vows-arrest-8-govt-officials-accused-
corruption

e SIGAR: 50% Police in South Use Drugs, 50-70% 'Ghost Soldiers', 26
augustus 2020. https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/sigar-50-police-south-
use-drugs-50-70-ghost-soldiers

e Political Figures Accuse Govt 'Circle' of Threatening Dissenters, 27 augustus
2020. https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/political-figures-accuse-govt-circle-
threatening-dissenters

e Afghan Transgender Woman Describes Abuse in Conservative Culture, 10
september 2020. https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/afghan-transgender-
woman-describes-abuse-conservative-culture

e Bamiyan Beset by Internet Outages, Poor Coverage, 13 september 2020.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-166285

e Profile: Samir, Orphaned by War, 23 september 2020. Profile: Samir,
Orphaned by War | TOLOnews

e Eight Killed in Herat Prison Riot: Official, 29 oktober 2020.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-167383

e 10 Afghan Radio Stations Went Silent in 6 Months: NAI, 14 januari 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-169242

e Taliban Warns Govt Against Execution of its Jailed Members, 21 januari
2021. https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-169415

e Taliban Reshuffles Key Posts as New Fighting Season Nears, 6 maart 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-170496

e 54 New Ethnic Options on Afghan ID Cards Spark Debate, 14 maart 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-170682

e 11 Suspects Arrested over Bombings, Murder of Journalist, 7 april 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/attack-mediajournalists-171288

e 'Civilians Killed' in Maidan Wardak Airstrike, Mortar Attack, 25 april 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-171708

e 30 Afghans Died From COVID-19 in India: Envoy, 26 april 2021.
https://tolonews.com/health-171737

e Logar MPs Raise Alarm Over Deteriorating Security, 11 mei 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-172106

e Dostum Camp Warns of Protests Across North Over Faryab Governor, 20 mei
2021. https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-172283

e Laghman: ANDSF retreat from besieged center of Dawlat Shah, 20 mei
2021. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uChNhy7dcwQ

e Center of District in Maidan Wardak Falls to Taliban: MP, 21 mei 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-172298

e Fighting Persists in Laghman Despite Clearing Operations, 24 mei 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-172370

e Shia Clerics: Govt Failed to Prevent School Attack, 27 mei 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-172434
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e 3 Protesters Killed, Over 20 Wounded in Badakhshan, 8 juni 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-172701

e Fighting Rages Across Country, Journalist Killed in Crossfire, 9 juni 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/attack-mediajournalists-172724

e 1.4M Afghans Returned From Iran in Past 18 Months: Ministry, 10 juni 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-172751

e 5 Polio Vaccination Campaign Workers Killed in Nangarhar, 15 juni 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-172856

e Taliban Close Key Routes in Paktia: Residents, 17 juni 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-172904

e 'Infiltrators' Had Role in Fall of Districts in Paktia: Governor, 24 juni 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-173057

e Public Uprising Expands as Taliban Attacks Continue, 23 juni 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-173039

e Kabul: 6 Policemen Killed in Taliban Attack in Paghman, 7 juli 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-173354

e Afghan Politicians Leave Kabul for Talks with Taliban in Doha, 16 juli 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-173553

e Sources Allege 100 Civilians Killed After Fall of Spin Boldak, 22 juli 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-173674

e Fighting in Helmand's Capital Lashkargah Continues for 5th Day, 2 augustus
2021. https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-173925

e Samangan’s Center Aybak Falls to Taliban, 10 augustus 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-174107

e Ghani, Political Leaders Agree on Public Forces Command Center, 10
augustus 2021. https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-174108

e 18 Civilians Killed in Two Weeks of Fighting in Herat, 14 augustus 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-174208

e Govt, Private Offices Remain Closed in Kabul, 22 augustus 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-174340

e Taliban Prevents Girls from Taking Entrance Exams, 22 augustus 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan/taliban-prevents%C2%A0girls-
%C2%A0taking-entrance-exams

. (Youtube), 16 People Killed in Attack on Balkh District Police HQ: Official.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzchW4Z5NFg

e 30,000 Passports Issued Since Office Reopened, 13 oktober 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-
1750204#:~:text=The%20passport%20department%20has%?20distributed,c
apacity%20t0%206%2C000%20per%20day.

e Islamic Emirate: Conditions for Intl Recognition Fulfilled, 29 oktober 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-175223

e Applicants Accuse Passport Office of Corruption, 4 november 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-175303

e New governors appointed in 17 provinces, 8 november 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-
175355#:~:text=Based%200n%20a%20statement%20released,%2C%20Z
abul%2C%20Nimroz%20and%20Ghazni.

e Supreme Court Appoints 69 Provincial Judges, 16 december 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-175920

e Panjshir Residents Protest Killing of “"Innocent” Youth, 26 december 2021.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-176055

¢ Mawlawi Akhundzada: General Amnesty Must Be Respected, 30 december
2021. https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-176108

e Recognizing Afghan Govt in World's Interest: Islamic Emirate, 1 januari
2022. https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-176137

e Durand Line Fencing 94% Completed: Pakistan, 6 januari 2022.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-176201

e Main Roads Blocked in 10 Provinces by Heavy Snow, Rain, 6 januari 2022.
https://tolonews.com/afghanistan-176193
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Transcontinental Times:

Afghan Transgender Man Beaten After Appearing In A Satiric Series, 9
oktober 2020. https://www.transcontinentaltimes.com/2020/10/09/afghan-
transgender-man-beaten-after-appearing-in-a-satiric-series/

Radical Cleric Ignites Public Anger In Afghanistan, 22 februari 2021.
https://www.transcontinentaltimes.com/2021/02/22/radical-cleric-ignites-
public-anger-in-afghanistan/

Rising Sexual Harassment Against Girl Laborers In Afghanistan, A Matter Of
Concern, 22 mei 2021. Rising Sexual Harassment Against Girl Laborers In
Afghanistan, A Matter Of Concern | Transcontinental Times

TRT World:

Eight people from same family killed in Afghanistan mosque shooting, 18
april 2021. https://www.trtworld.com/asia/eight-people-from-same-family-
killed-in-afghanistan-mosque-shooting-46007

The Taliban is convincing Afghan forces not to fight them, 6 juli 2021.
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/the-taliban-is-convincing-afghan-
forces-not-to-fight-them-48107

Taliban’s interim government: Is the past, prologue?, 8 september 2021.
https://www.trtworld.com/opinion/taliban-s-interim-government-is-the-
past-prologue-49802

The dynamics of the upcoming battle between the Taliban and Daesh-K, 13
september 2021. https://www.trtworld.com/opinion/the-dynamics-of-the-
upcoming-battle-between-the-taliban-and-daesh-k-49928

How the Taliban governs itself, 27 september 2021.
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/how-the-taliban-governs-itself-50274
The Taliban seeks ‘no revenge’ but why do ‘credible’ reports say otherwise?,
21 december 2021. https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/the-taliban-seeks-
no-revenge-but-why-do-credible-reports-say-otherwise-52843

Vanity Fair:

Portrait : A Kaboul, le réve féministe de Nargis Azaryun, 4 november 2020.
https://www.vanityfair.fr/pouvoir/politique/story/a-kaboul-le-reve-
feministe-de-nargis-azaryun/12781

UCA News:

Church official doubts future of papal mission to Afghanistan, 11 juni 2021.
https://www.ucanews.com/news/church-official-doubts-future-of-papal-
mission-to-afghanistan/92838

Dangers multiply for Afghan Christians under Taliban rule, 8 september
2021. https://www.ucanews.com/news/dangers-multiply-for-afghan-
christians-under-taliban-rule/94045

Prayers in Italy for abandoned Catholic mission in Afghanistan, 22 december
2021. https://www.ucanews.com/news/prayers-in-italy-for-abandoned-
catholic-mission-in-afghanistan/95478

VOA News:

Key Al-Qaida Leader Killed in Western Afghanistan, 10 november 2020.
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia key-al-qaida-leader-killed-
western-afghanistan/6198196.html

(Dari), Taliban kidnapped tens of passengers in Maidan Wardak, 25
november 2020. gl s Glae Sayor Jls YA i e 1) 50 50k aiag s (darivoa.com)
COVID-19, Insecurity Slow Afghan Refugee Returns From Pakistan and Iran,
18 november 2020. https://www.voanews.com/a/covid-19-pandemic covid-
19-insecurity-slow-afghan-refugee-returns-pakistan-and-iran/6198541.html
Rare UN-Taliban Agreement to Set Up 4,000 Schools in Insurgent-Held
Afghan Territory, 19 december 2020. https://www.voanews.com/a/south-
central-asia rare-un-taliban-agreement-set-4000-schools-insurgent-held-
afghan-territory/6199746.html

Pagina 218 of 226


https://www.transcontinentaltimes.com/2020/10/09/afghan-transgender-man-beaten-after-appearing-in-a-satiric-series/
https://www.transcontinentaltimes.com/2020/10/09/afghan-transgender-man-beaten-after-appearing-in-a-satiric-series/
https://www.transcontinentaltimes.com/2021/02/22/radical-cleric-ignites-public-anger-in-afghanistan/
https://www.transcontinentaltimes.com/2021/02/22/radical-cleric-ignites-public-anger-in-afghanistan/
https://www.transcontinentaltimes.com/rising-sexual-harassment-against-women-laborers-in-afghanistan-a-matter-of-concern.html
https://www.transcontinentaltimes.com/rising-sexual-harassment-against-women-laborers-in-afghanistan-a-matter-of-concern.html
https://www.trtworld.com/asia/eight-people-from-same-family-killed-in-afghanistan-mosque-shooting-46007
https://www.trtworld.com/asia/eight-people-from-same-family-killed-in-afghanistan-mosque-shooting-46007
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/the-taliban-is-convincing-afghan-forces-not-to-fight-them-48107
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/the-taliban-is-convincing-afghan-forces-not-to-fight-them-48107
https://www.trtworld.com/opinion/taliban-s-interim-government-is-the-past-prologue-49802
https://www.trtworld.com/opinion/taliban-s-interim-government-is-the-past-prologue-49802
https://www.trtworld.com/opinion/the-dynamics-of-the-upcoming-battle-between-the-taliban-and-daesh-k-49928
https://www.trtworld.com/opinion/the-dynamics-of-the-upcoming-battle-between-the-taliban-and-daesh-k-49928
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/how-the-taliban-governs-itself-50274
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/the-taliban-seeks-no-revenge-but-why-do-credible-reports-say-otherwise-52843
https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/the-taliban-seeks-no-revenge-but-why-do-credible-reports-say-otherwise-52843
https://www.vanityfair.fr/pouvoir/politique/story/a-kaboul-le-reve-feministe-de-nargis-azaryun/12781
https://www.vanityfair.fr/pouvoir/politique/story/a-kaboul-le-reve-feministe-de-nargis-azaryun/12781
https://www.ucanews.com/news/church-official-doubts-future-of-papal-mission-to-afghanistan/92838
https://www.ucanews.com/news/church-official-doubts-future-of-papal-mission-to-afghanistan/92838
https://www.ucanews.com/news/dangers-multiply-for-afghan-christians-under-taliban-rule/94045
https://www.ucanews.com/news/dangers-multiply-for-afghan-christians-under-taliban-rule/94045
https://www.ucanews.com/news/prayers-in-italy-for-abandoned-catholic-mission-in-afghanistan/95478
https://www.ucanews.com/news/prayers-in-italy-for-abandoned-catholic-mission-in-afghanistan/95478
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia_key-al-qaida-leader-killed-western-afghanistan/6198196.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia_key-al-qaida-leader-killed-western-afghanistan/6198196.html
https://www.darivoa.com/a/Taliban-kidnapped-tens-of-passengers-in-midan-wardak/5675876.html
https://www.darivoa.com/a/Taliban-kidnapped-tens-of-passengers-in-midan-wardak/5675876.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/covid-19-pandemic_covid-19-insecurity-slow-afghan-refugee-returns-pakistan-and-iran/6198541.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/covid-19-pandemic_covid-19-insecurity-slow-afghan-refugee-returns-pakistan-and-iran/6198541.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia_rare-un-taliban-agreement-set-4000-schools-insurgent-held-afghan-territory/6199746.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia_rare-un-taliban-agreement-set-4000-schools-insurgent-held-afghan-territory/6199746.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia_rare-un-taliban-agreement-set-4000-schools-insurgent-held-afghan-territory/6199746.html

General Country of Origin Information Report | March 2022

¢ Rockets Hit US Base in Afghanistan; No Casualties Reported, 19 december
2020. https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia rockets-hit-us-base-
afghanistan-no-casualties-
reported/6199743.html#:~:text=Five%20rockets%20were%20fired%20at,
governor%20in%20northern%20Parwan%?20province.

e Iran’s Suggestion of Using Shiite Fighters in Afghanistan Seen as Risky, 14
januari 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/extremism-watch irans-
suggestion-using-shiite-fighters-afghanistan-seen-risky/6200751.html

e Islamic State Poised for Possible Resurgence in Afghanistan, US Officials
Warn, 9 februari 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-
asia_islamic-state-poised-possible-resurgence-afghanistan-us-officials-
warn/6201815.html

e Afghans Rescued from Taliban Say They Were Tortured, 20 februari 2021.
https://www.voanews.com/a/episode afghans-rescued-taliban-say-they-
were-tortured-4583776/6115096.html

e Afghan Taliban Ask Fighters Not to Harbor ‘Foreign’ Militants as US Reviews
Peace Deal, 24 februari 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-
asia_afghan-taliban-ask-fighters-not-harbor-foreign-militants-us-reviews-
peace-deal/6202516.html

e Speech Offers Rare Glimpse Into Taliban Inner Politics, 3 maart 2021.
https://www.voanews.com/a/extremism-watch speech-offers-rare-glimpse-
taliban-inner-politics/6202814.html

e HRW: Targeted Killings Aimed at Keeping Afghan Women from Public Life,
16 maart 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia hrw-
targeted-killings-aimed-keeping-afghan-women-public-life/6203358.html

e Mortar Shell Hits Afghan Wedding, Kills At Least 6, 30 mei 2021.
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia mortar-shell-hits-afghan-
wedding-kills-least-6/6206397.html

e Afghan Hindus, Sikhs in Limbo While Stuck in India, 10 juni 2021.
https://www.voanews.com/a/extremism-watch afghan-hindus-sikhs-limbo-
while-stuck-india/6206868.html

¢ Al-Qaida, Islamic State Set to Reconstitute in Afghanistan, Beyond, 11 juli
2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/us-afghanistan-troop-withdrawal al-
gaida-islamic-state-set-reconstitute-afghanistan-beyond/6208076.html

e Calls Grow for Emergency Visas for Afghans Working With US Media, 22 juli
2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia calls-grow-
emergency-visas-afghans-working-us-
media/6208583.html#:~:text=Calls%20Grow%?20for%20Emergency%20Vis
as%?20for%20Afghans%20Working%20With%20US%?20Media,-
July%2022%2C%?202021&text=FILE%20%2D%20A%20female%20TV%20p
resenter,3%2C%202021.

e Taliban Slam US Relocation Program for Afghans, Take Credit for Kabul
Bombing, 4 augustus 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-
asia_taliban-slam-us-relocation-program-afghans-take-credit-kabul-
bombing/6209162.html

e Battle Between Taliban, Afghan Government Now Seeing Return of Warlords,
9 augustus 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia battle-
between-taliban-afghan-government-now-seeing-return-
warlords/6209346.html

e Taliban Seize Strategic Afghan City of Ghazni, 12 augustus 2021.
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia taliban-seize-strategic-
afghan-city-ghazni/6209469.html

¢ VOA News, Afghan Women Report Some Harassment as Taliban Promise
Security, 24 augustus 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-
asia afghan-women-report-some-harassment-taliban-promise-
security/6209936.html

e Taliban Close to Formation of Cabinet, Announcement of New Government,
29 augustus 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/us-afghanistan-troop-
withdrawal taliban-close-formation-cabinet-announcement-new-
government/6210116.html
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Taliban Say They Will Use Parts of Monarchy Constitution to Run Afghanistan
for Now, 28 september 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/taliban-say-
they-will-use-parts-of-monarchy-constitution-to-run-afghanistan-for-
now/6248880.html

Afghan Taliban Claim to Have Captured 600 IS Militants, 10 november 2021.
https://www.voanews.com/a/taliban-claim-capturing-600-islamic-state-
militants/6307815.html#:~:text=FILE%20%2D%20A%?20Taliban%?20solider
%20stands,4%2C%202021.&text=He%20said%200ngoing%20security%20
operations,also%?20killed%?20almost%2040%20militants.

Taliban Foreign Minister Meets With US, Russian, Chinese, Pakistani Special
Representatives, 11 november 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/taliban-
foreign-minister-meets-with-us-russian-chinese-pakistani-special-
representatives-/6309393.html

Unique Effort Reopens Girls’ Schools in an Afghan Province, 1 december
2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/unique-effort-reopens-girls-schools-in-
an-afghan-province/6334658.html

More Than 300,000 Afghans Flee to Pakistan Since Taliban Takeover of
Afghanistan, 16 december 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/more-than-
300-000-afghans-flee-to-pakistan-since-taliban-takeover-of-afghanistan-
(6357777 .html

Taliban Further Restrict Afghan Women With New Travel Rules, 26 december
2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/taliban-further-restrict-afghan-women-
with-new-travel-rules/6370936.html

Witnesses: Taliban Fire Warning Shots on Afghan Female Protesters, 28
december 2021. https://www.voanews.com/a/afghan-women-call-for-rights-
to-education-work-/6372511.html

Rights Groups: Taliban Arrest 4 Afghan Women at Homes, 20 januari 2022.
https://www.voanews.com/a/rights-groups-taliban-arrest-4-afghan-women-
at-homes/6406330.html

Afghan Taliban's Quest for International Recognition Stuck in Neutral, 15
februari 2022. https://www.voanews.com/a/afghan-taliban-s-quest-for-
international-recognition-stuck-in-neutral-/6443108.html

All Public Universities in Afghanistan Open to Male, Female Students, 26
februari 2022. https://www.voanews.com/a/all-public-universities-in-
afghanistan-open-to-male-female-students/6461202.html

Voice of Jihad:

Video: Interview with governor of Balkhab — Mawlawi Mahdi Mujahid, 24
april 2020. https://alemarahenglish.af/?p=34489

Volkskrant (De):

Taliban rollen als vloedgolf over delen van Afghanistan en veroveren vier
provinciehoofdsteden, 8 augustus 2021. https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuws-
achtergrond/taliban-rollen-als-vloedgolf-over-delen-van-afghanistan-en-
veroveren-vier-provinciehoofdsteden~b0ec59e7/

Getuigenissen van een bestaan onder de Taliban: ‘Ik hoor dat ze me zoeken.
Ze gaan van huis tot huis’, 24 augustus 2021.
https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuws-achtergrond/getuigenissen-van-een-
bestaan-onder-de-taliban-ik-hoor-dat-ze-me-zoeken-ze-gaan-van-huis-tot-
huis~b9497ab1/

Werkende vrouwen laveren voorzichtig om Taliban heen, 31 januari 2022.
https://www.volkskrant.nl/kijkverder/v/2022/werkende-vrouwen-laveren-
voorzichtig-om-taliban-heen~v469105/

Afghaanse universiteiten weer open voor vrouwen; er zijn zelfs Taliban die
hun eigen dochters naar school sturen, 2 februari 2022.
https://www.volkskrant.nl/nieuws-achtergrond/afghaanse-universiteiten-
weer-open-voor-vrouwen-er-zijn-zelfs-taliban-die-hun-eigen-dochters-naar-
school-

sturen~b8ffd689/# :~:text=0penbare%20universiteiten%20in%?20Afghanist
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an%20zijn,sinds%?20augustus%2000k%20gesloten%20waren.

VRT NWS:

Vlaamse gynaecoloog AZG in Afghanistan: "We kunnen goed samenwerken
met de taliban", 30 november 2021.
https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/nl/2021/11/28/vlaamse-gynaecoloog-azg-in-
afghanistan-we-werken-kunnen-goed-s/

Wadsam:

Markets For Women'’s Products To Open In Capital & Provinces of
Afghanistan, 22 december 2021. https://wadsam.com/2021/12/22/

Wall Street Journal (The):

Afghan Militias Fill the Vacuum as the Regular Army Melts Away, 2 juli 2021.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/afghan-militias-fill-the-vacuum-as-the-
regular-army-melts-away-11625230800

Afghans tell of executions, forced ‘marriages’ in Taliban-held areas, 13
augustus 2021. https://www.wsj.com/articles/afghans-tell-of-executions-
forced-marriages-in-taliban-held-areas-11628780820

Taliban Add Minorities, Technocrats to Afghan Government, but No Women,
21 september 2021. https://www.wsj.com/articles/taliban-add-minorities-
technocrats-to-afghan-government-but-no-women-11632237106m

Killings of Islamic State Militants Highlight Power Struggle With
Afghanistan’s Taliban, 26 september 2021.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/killings-of-islamic-state-militants-highlight-
power-struggle-with-afghanistans-taliban-11632650997

Taliban Commander Who Launched Bombings in Kabul Is Now a Police Chief
in Charge of Security, 20 oktober 2021.
https://www.wsj.com/articles/taliban-commander-who-launched-bombings-
in-kabul-is-now-a-police-chief-in-charge-of-security-11634740097
Afghanistan’s Shiite Minority Cautiously Embraces Taliban Rule, Seeking
Protection, 16 november 2021. https://www.wsj.com/articles/afghanistans-
shiite-minority-cautiously-embraces-taliban-rule-seeking-protection-
11637058601

Afghan Journalists in Exile Keep Spotlight on Their Homeland, 1 december
2021. https://www.wsj.com/articles/afghan-journalists-in-exile-keep-
spotlight-on-their-homeland-11638377997

Iran Steps Up Deportations of Afghans Trying to Flee Taliban and Poverty,
12 december 2021. https://www.wsj.com/articles/iran-steps-up-
deportations-of-afghans-trying-to-flee-taliban-and-poverty-11639324804
Afghan Women Face Old Pressures From Fathers, Brothers, 15 december
2021. https://www.wsj.com/articles/after-taliban-return-afghan-women-
face-old-pressures-from-fathers-brothers-11639564204

More Than 60,000 Interpreters, Visa Applicants Remain in Afghanistan, 16
december 2021. https://www.wsj.com/articles/more-than-60-000-
interpreters-visa-applicants-remain-in-afghanistan-11639689706
Afghanistan’s Former Female Troops, Once Hailed by the West, Fear for
Their Lives, 28 december 2021. https://www.wsj.com/articles/afghanistans-
former-female-troops-once-hailed-by-the-west-fear-for-their-lives-
11640696404

Taliban Detain Prominent Critic, Intensifying Crackdown on Dissent in
Afghanistan, 10 januari 2022. https://www.wsj.com/articles/taliban-detain-
prominent-critic-intensifying-crackdown-on-dissent-in-afghanistan-
11641744527

Afghanistan’s Taliban Battle Rebellion by Ethnic Minority Fighters, 14 januari
2022. https://www.wsj.com/articles/afghanistans-taliban-battle-rebellion-
by-ethnic-minority-fighters-11642197509

A Journey Along Afghanistan’s Main Highway Leads through a Country in
Transition, 22 januari 2022. https://www.wsj.com/story/a-journey-along-
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afghanistans-main-highway-leads-through-a-country-in-transition-3f9ac8ac

Washington Post (The):

Outgunned in urban centers, Taliban wages fierce fight in remote western
Afghanistan, 26 februari 2018.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia pacific/outgunned-in-urban-
centers-taliban-wage-fierce-fight-in-remote-western-
afghanistan/2018/02/25/05abcd2a-1710-11e8-930c-

45838ad0d77a story.html

With U.S. troops gone, Taliban expands influence in one Afghan province, 10
oktober 2020.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/10/10/afghanistan-us-troop-
withdrawal/

How life under Taliban rule in Afghanistan has changed - And how it hasn't,
29 december 2020.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/world/asia/afghanistan-
taliban-rule-territory/

Thousands of Afghans and Iraqis are under threat for helping Americans.
Now they hope Biden will help them resettle in the United States., 30
december 2020. https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/biden-refugees-
visas/2020/12/30/572c00fc-3e4f-11eb-9453-fc36ba051781 story.html
Why the Taliban agreed to let more girls in Afghanistan go to school, 6
januari 2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/01/06/why-
taliban-agreed-let-more-girls-afghanistan-go-school/

Biden will withdraw all U.S. forces from Afghanistan by Sept. 11, 2021, 13
april 2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/biden-us-
troop-withdrawal-afghanistan/2021/04/13/918c3cae-9beb-11eb-8a83-
3bc1fa69c2e8 story.html

‘It’s all Taliban country now’: New militant checkpoints on key roadways
choke off parts of Afghanistan, 30 april 2021.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/04/30/afghanistan-taliban-
checkpoints/

Clashing assessments of links between Taliban and Islamic State point to
problems for Afghanistan’s peace process, 30 mei 2021.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia pacific/afghanistan-taliban-
islamic-state-peace-process/2020/05/30/c61dbda2-9f8a-11ea-be06-
af5514ee0385 story.html

Militias in Afghanistan’s north are taking up the fight against the Taliban, 22
juni 2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia pacific/afghanistan-
militias-taliban/2021/06/22/f8fa35c0-d34b-11eb-b39f-

05a2d776b1f4 story.html

Afghanistan’s military collapse: Illicit deals and mass desertions, 16
augustus 2021.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/08/15/afghanistan-military-
collapse-taliban/

A once-vanquished insurgent returns as Afghanistan’s likely next leader, 17
augustus 2021.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia pacific/baradar-taliban-leader-
afghanistan/2021/08/17/d8485398-ff83-11eb-a664-

4f6de3el7ff0 story.html

The Taliban is bringing back its feared ministry of ‘vice’ and ‘virtue’, 8
september 2021.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/09/08/afghan-vice-virtue-
ministry/

Kabul airport reopens for domestic flights with no radar as Taliban battles
resistance fighters in last holdout, 5 september 2021.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/09/05/afghanistan-kabul-
taliban-updates/

Taliban reopens high school for boys, but makes no mention of female
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students, 17 september 2021.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/09/17/afghanistan-girls-
school-talibantaliban-reopens-high-school-boys-makes-no-mention-female-
students/

The Taliban is trying to win over Afghanistan’s Shiites with a 33-year-old
Hazara emissary. But many question the group’s sincerity., 1 november
2021. https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia pacific/taliban-
afghanistan-hazaras/2021/11/01/096c9690-3775-11ec-9662-
399cfa75efee story.html

Taliban sends hundreds of fighters to eastern Afghanistan to wage war
against Islamic State, 22 november 2021.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/11/22/taliban-isis-
afghanistan/

As evacuations from Afghanistan slow to a trickle, some ‘at risk’ allies may
face long road to the United States, 12 december.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/biden-afghans-
evacuations-taliban/2021/12/12/9e736eb8-4d7c-11ec-b0b0-
766bbbe79347 story.html

Along Afghanistan’s ‘highway of death,’ the bombs are gone but suffering
has deepened, 20 december 2021.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2021/afghanistan-
highway-kabul-kandahar/

Wire (The):

WION:

Wired:

Delay in CAA Implementation Leaves Hindu and Sikh Refugees in India
Disconsolate, 8 januari 2021. https://thewire.in/rights/hindu-sikh-refugees-
india-caa-implementation

Taliban threatens Afghan security guards at Australian embassy, 29 mei
2021. https://www.wionews.com/south-asia/taliban-threatens-afghan-
security-guards-at-australian-embassy-388254

Afghan security forces retake two districts from Taliban in Takhar province,
21 juni 2021. https://www.wionews.com/south-asia/afghan-security-forces-
retake-two-districts-from-taliban-in-takhar-province-
392933#:~:text=Bangi%20and%20Khwaja%?20Ghar%?20districts,from%20t
he%?20Ministry%200f%20Defence.

Return to dark days: Taliban impose strict restrictions on women, media in
Afghanistan’s north, 10 juli 2021. https://www.wionews.com/south-
asia/return-to-dark-days-taliban-impose-strict-restrictions-on-women-
media-in-afghanistans-north-397124

Gravitas: ISI-Henchman named Taliban's intelligence Chief, 1 september
2021. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AkLvLWEQOPg

Taliban beat protesting women with whip, order internet shutdown in some
areas, 9 september 2021. https://www.wionews.com/south-asia/taliban-
beat-protesting-women-with-whip-order-internet-shutdown-in-some-areas-
411825

Worries mount under Taliban rule as Kabul's Gurudwara vandalized, 6
oktober 2021. https://www.wionews.com/india-news/worries-mount-under-
taliban-rule-as-kabuls-gurudwara-vandalised-418576

The battle for control of Afghanistan’s internet, 7 september 2021.
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/afghanistan-taliban-internet

World (The):

Afghan returnees struggle with unemployment, violence at home, 12
februari 2021. https://theworld.org/stories/2021-02-12/afghan-returnees-
struggle-unemployment-violence-home
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e Afghans who fled to Turkey are worried — and hopeful — about the prospect
of peace at home, 20 april 2021. https://theworld.org/stories/2021-04-
20/afghans-who-fled-turkey-are-worried-and-hopeful-about-prospect-peace-
home

Xinhua:

e Afghan army frees 24 people from Taliban prison: official, 18 februari 2021.
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2021-
02/18/c 139749929.htm

e Civilian killed, 5 wounded in bomb attack in N. Afghanistan, 12 juni 2021.
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2021-06/12/c 1310004408 2.htm

e Bicycle bomb claims 1 life, injures 12 in Afghanistan's northern Mazar-i-
Sharif city, 6 augustus 2021.
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/2021-

08/06/c 1310111897.htm#:~:text=MAZAR%2DI1%2DSHARIF%2C%20Afgh
anistan,Adil%20Shah%20Adil%?20said%20Friday.

e Afghan interior minister says power to be peacefully transferred to
transitional government, 15 augustus 2021.
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202108/15/WS6118f2ffa310efalbd668ddc
.html

e 3 arrested in Afghanistan over mosque bomb attack, 3 november 2021.
http://www.news.cn/english/asiapacific/2021-11/13/c 1310308634.htm

e 4 killed in explosions in Afghanistan: officials, 25 november 2021.
http://www.news.cn/english/asiapacific/2021-11/25/c 1310332931.htm

Yala Press:
e Fashion rights in Afghanistan, by Atig Rahimi, Afghanistan, 8 oktober 2020.
https://yala-press.com/2020/10/08/fashion-rights-in-afghanistan-by-atig-r-
afghanistan/

ZEIT Magazin (via European Press Prize):
¢ Among the Taliban, november 2020.
https://www.europeanpressprize.com/article/among-the-taliban/
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8 Appendixes

8.1 Map of Afghanistan
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8.2 For the security situation per province before the takeover by the Taliban,
please see the Dutch report, pages 267-305.
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