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As indicated in my policy letter, attracting, developing and retaining talent in the 

field of research remains key to maintaining and strengthening the Netherlands’ 

leading position in the world of science. Across the globe, there is a great demand 

for highly talented international scientists. At the same time, the geopolitical 

climate is changing and creating a further increase in international mobility 

among the scientific community.  

 

In response to this changing climate, a number of European countries are making 

a concerted effort to attract international scientific talent. I am determined that 

the Netherlands should remain amongst the forefront of these efforts. It is 

essential for the competitiveness, strategic autonomy and resilience of Europe 

and the Netherlands that we continue to attract scientists at the highest level. I 

have therefore asked the Dutch Research Council (NWO) to establish a clearly 

defined and targeted funding instrument within its existing funding possibilities in 

the very short term with the aim of attracting top international scientists in fields 

of evident importance to the Netherlands.  

 

National research funders (NWO and ZonMw) and knowledge and research 

institutes are joining forces to attract top international scientific talent. I will 

remain closely involved in the development of this instrument with the aim of 

ensuring that it comes into operation as soon as possible. 

 

I look forward to informing you of the final results at a later date.   

 

 

The Minister of Education, Culture and Science, 

 

 

 

 
Eppo Bruins 
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